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Nooksa'ck )ndian Tribe 

March 8, 2017 

The Honorable Penny Pritzker 
Secretary of Commerce 
United States Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Ave., NW 
Washington, D.C. 20230 

. Subject: 2015 Coho• Fls'1•rv Disaster. for Nooksr:tk ,Tribe 

Dear Secretary Pritzker: 
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I am writin1 to formally request that you declare an economic fishery disaster under Section 312{a) of 
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act so that disaster relief assistance can 
be provided to our fishermen. Nooksack fishermen were adversely impacted by the extremely row runs 
of coho in 2015, and those fish that did return were much smaller than average. We urge you to respond 
promptly to this matter to allow our fishermen to obtain disaster relief funds and support. 

Co.ho fisi,_tng1J!~~:~_11:~c\lln,~,,:~~ ~~t.f!["e!y.-iQ'lPP.~rtlLto our tribal community and always has been. ·The 
lack of ~~9 JrnP.a~t~~-~\I.~ :Nir'!!.:tri~.-~~ ,rg}ff,hing people-it is central to our culture and way of life, 
as well ~s 9.~r:.f.tE>'l(!.mYvW~:..h~y~~JY/~Y~ ~].it?si.90,the water and our natural resources for our health 
~!'Id live~T,C?Od~!.~itli:"(tl?f;ljtt!~.c:pJ,o•tp h_a~~$1/;i,our entire community suffered and needs financial 
relief to get through these difficult times. 
- f • ., • f # • ••• • 

~; a f~deral\v.·;,e~ospj,-ed tribes a~d sovere!gn nation, we. have the right to reque~ and receive disaster 
relief under the Department of Commerce and Congressional appropriation. We ask that under your 

. authority and In cooperation·wlth the·National Oceanic ·and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries and 
the Nooksack Tribe, that you coordinate with"aWpaities to issue a Fisheries Economic Disaster . 
. Declaration as authorlzecl under·sectlqn'31·2' (a) of the rylagnuson•Ste'.!(ens _Fishery Conservation and 
Mani'!gement Act. "fharik you .fo'r your ~9ns!cieraiiorf of this rnafi:e~ .. 
Sincerely,· ; : ~· .... : ..• :.,. •..•. ·-'·. 

. ~ ~P4 ~ < . , . :
General Manager 
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c~::,!···rhe:H9,norable·Patt~.~1,1rray,,US:~~nat;
• ., ;t:; . .;.TJl,.f;!QnQf.l!bJe.Mc!(.ict:t.a~tw~l!,..U$·S.e...,
'3~ ~:; ~i:i!~ l:'IC?,nor~b.le:R.ic~ ~[se.n,):.on,~elS!J;t, ·; 
~·::·~· .. : J.1:Th.~~H9m>ra.1?.t~$l!z~ri D~l.~j?O.~,;CQngres.1
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5016 Deming Road• P.O. Box 157 • Deming, WA 98244 
· Administration: (360) .. 592-S176 • Fax: (360) 592-2125 
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