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Nool(sa'ck Indian Jribe

March 8, 2017

The Honorable Penny Pritzker

Secretary of Commerce

United States Department of Commerce
1401 Constitution Ave., NW
Washington, D.C. 20230
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Subject' 2015 Coho'F ishery Disaster for Nookszck Tribe
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Dear Secretary Pritzker: ’

1 am writing to formally request that you declare an economic fishery disaster under Section 312(a) of
the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act 50 that disaster relief asslstance can
be provided to our fishermen, Nooksack fishermen were adversely impacted by the extremely low runs
of coho in 2015, and those fish that did return were much smaller than average. We urge you to respond
promptly to this matter to allow our fishermen to obtain disaster relief funds and support.

Coho ﬁshing, likeall: salmchﬂs extremeiwmpprtgm to our tribal community and always has been.The
tack of coho irppacted our entire tribe..-We are:fighing people—it is central to our culture and way of life,
as well as our-@conom_y. yVe have-aiways religd.onthé water and our natural resources for our health

and iwelnhoods; With: very:di Iittie coho'to harvest;jour entire community suffered and needs financial
relief to ‘get through these difficult times.

EE
I

As a federailv recogmzed tribes and sovereign nation, we have the right to request and receive disaster
relief under the Department of Commerce and Congresssonal appropriation. We ask that under your

_ authority and in cooperation with the'National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration Fisheries and
thé Nooksack Tribe, that you coordinate with'alt parties toi issue a Fisheries Economic Disaster .

.Declaration as authorized under Section 312 (a) of the Magnuson -Stevens Fishery Conservation and
Management Ac. Thank you fori your consnderation of this rnatxer
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Sincereiy,~‘ < ,‘ ‘, A o
Kath ring 3ﬂEtE,MPAL Sn e lee .t ttoomERUL T RN N T
. General Manager .
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