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The Honorable Wilbur Ross 
Secretaty of Commerce 
United States Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Avenue, NW 
Washington, DC 20230 

RE: Commercial Fishery Disaster Declaration for the Yurok Tribe Klamath River Commercial 
Fishery ,, .. .,:1., , , , • ., .... , -;~ .. . i ~ ~ · ... _.: • ,, r \!· 
• ~ ',> • ..... ,~: ~{· 

.,,.!~:..; ... l'!~U .• ~:-
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,1. :, ·,.: •• \, 
Aiy-ye-kwee' Secretary Ross: 

The. importance of the l:(laipa~ lµvet1½fld the.fi_shery it .supports to.the Yurok Tribe of 
Northern California cannot bi:;oy~tllfep ...Yµ,t.Q~ people hi\ve lived.along ~nd relied on the Klamath 
River salmon fishery for sU1Vival since time immemorial. The_ coui::~s .~ave acknowledged that the 
Klamath River Indili1 fisherf 'is "not m~cH'i~s'ilrtessafyto th'e dis;enc::_ ~£ ~c([¥!-1fok] Indians 
than the atmosphere they bi:-eathed::1 Dukt_e· hafu-rai·arid_til~h~m~~e_factors_:h~i,on~ the Tribe's 
control, the 2017 Klat.riatli Riverfall'Chlrlotik'tfui'is expe<:ted' !6 pe~J (low:,est on record. I 
respectfully request'tnat you u~e your authortrt.~der'S~ct_ioii: 3"~2~af~~the.Nlagnuso~-:Stevens 
Fishery Conservation and Management Act 1("MSA's)fo declateii-romfuetcialfishety disaster for the 
Yurok Klamath River fishery. · .. : :.: '' ' 1 :···:·,ii: ····•: ,.,,.· ·.· ·: ,...-_'·,::· , . · · "

, I 

The Tribe's salmon allocation is not sufficient to accommodate the Tribe's subsistence 
needs, let alone sustain a commercial fishery. For example, the Tribe, the largest in California, has 
over 6100 members. Our 2017 allocation of 650 fish is not sufficient to provide each membet 1 /10 
of a salmon which is devastating to a people who are used to salmon being a primary dietary staple. 
Further, the low .returning stocks are potentially too small to support species reproduction. 
Therefore, the·2017 Yw:ok Klamath River C9nunerc;i.al and Subsistence_ Fisheries willbe closed. The 
impacts of this closure on ow:-b:ioil n:iembets·~· be1sev~r~Ytnbal_ fisn~en, ~ho rely solely on the 
income froll1 the commercial season to ptl5-vide 'tdfitheitfaniilies}~suffer a complete loss .of 
annual 'income. Tribal businesses'supporting ~~ ~s~~.rr.-~·lis~'.1ose annual inco~e made ~n the 
fishery. These financial hardships will exaceibate th'.e~xt~nilgpod~· e~on9mic ~te of the 

community, a significant p~~~n. ~~ ~~:~~{~1~~X. nyitig:b~to~, ili~;~oYzitr.Ievet: ,. 

I • ~ , • • , ,. i"'! J• , ·,.• 

The causes of poor recruit+J?.~t~e af~.Q~ted with.bad .ocea0i.conditi9ns, CU;ought, degraded 
Klamath River wat~r quaµty an4..ns,1:i -~c;a,s.e,aUof which are b~yohd-~the control of the Tribe to . ' . ' .

1 Mattz v. Arnell, 633 F.2d 906, 909 (9th Cir. 1981), 412 U.S. 481 (quoting United States v. Winans, 198 U.S. 371, 
381 (1905)). 
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........·, , 

mitigate through our diligent conservation and management efforts. It is our understanding your 
determination of a commercial fisheries disaster is needed for our fishing community to receive 
economic disaster relief under the MSA. You are the key to ensuring that the Tribe's fishermen, who 
support the Tribe's decision to protect the fishery, are not forced further into financial destitution as 
a result of their sacrifice. 

We appreciate your consideration of the Tribe's request and look forward to hearing from 
you. Should you have any questions, please contract General Counsel Amy Cordalis at 
acordalis@yuroktcibe.nsn.us or 707-482-1350 ext. 1397. 

Wok-hlew' ,, ~ 

'lJ. f, o;f~. 
Thomas P. O'Rourke, Sr. 
Chairperson 

cc: Benjamin Friedman, performing the duties of Under Secretary of Commerce for Oceans & Atmosphere and 
NO.AA Administrator 
Samuel D. Rauch III, Acting Assistant Administrator, NOAA Fisheries 
Barry Thom, Regional Adtrunistrator, NOAA Fisherie·s, West Coast Region 
California Congressional Delegation 
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