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.GAVIN NEWSOM 
UEUTENANTGOVERNOR 

The Honorable Wilbur Ross 
Secretary,U.S.Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Ave NW 
Washington, o. c. 20230 

September5, 2017 

Dear Secretary Ross, 

California is experiencing an economic disaster to our red sea urchin fishing industry and 
communities due to oceanic conditions that have affected the kelp forest ecosystems. 

Persistent warm ocean conditions that began In 2014 in northern California and 2015 in 
southern California, has affected the fishery In these two regions.In northern California, the 
warm water event devastated kelp production (93% loss of surface kelp canopies compared to 
2008 levels), a primary food source for urchins that created persistent starvation 
conditions. Starvation has led to reductions in the food value of the urchins targeted by the 
fishery in northern californla. In addition, a population explosion of the less marketabl~ purple 
sea urchin continues to overgraze the recovering kelp beds, adding further stress to the 
fishery. In southern californla, urchin mortality Increased in response to warm El Nino 
conditions and disease In 2015. This has reduced the numbers of healthy red sea urchins In 
southern Californiaavailable to the fishery. 

The impacts to the regions are evident In the fishery landings data. In 2016, the northern 
California fishery ex-vessel revenue fetl by 77% compared to the 5-year average from 
$2,S87,419to $604,440, Orange County ports fetr by 93% from $85,382 to $6,045, and San 
Diego County ports fell by 48% from $S74,S26to $297,594.These initial estimated impacts are 
based onex-"essel v~lue of commercial landingsand do not account for additional impacts to 
fish processor$ or to other businesses that rely on the fishery. 

Given the significant Impacts to date, I request you declare a fishery resource disaster for the 
fishery in northern California, Orange County, and San Diego County under section 308(d) of the 
lnterjurlsdlctional Fisheries Act of 1986 (16 U.S.C. § 4107id)), and a commercial fishery failure 
under section 312{a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 
1976 (16 U.S.C. § 186la(a)). 
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Asyou know, ~e-clating a tornmercial faifure will' enable the affected fishing·communitles to 
receive essential economic assfsta·nce,.which will be crttlcal far the well-b~ingof our fishlfl.& 
industry-and.ourstate. Reds~.au.rchin Is a vitalcomponent of California'~natural resources·and 
prc,yidessfgnlftcantCQmmerctal, culq,ir.a~, .ind ecoi:i9mic.benefitsto our state. f'alsO-askNational 
Oc,anicand.Atrnosphenc: Adminjstrationfisheries to werk-directlywith tbe talifornia
. c;,epart_merit of Flsh..,irnd WIidiife (COFW} to e)(peditfouslv comAletethe required review process. 

The CDFW eontat:t is Dr.Craig:Shuman(Cr:alg.Shuman@wildlife.ca.gpv},·andthe designated 
attern!lte~ Sonk-e Mastrup (Scinke.Mastr1.lp@Wildlife.ca.gov). · 

Thankyoutor your can~lderatiohof this .crltlcal issue. 

·GAVIN NEWSOM 
Acting Gov.ernqr of cali~r~ia 

CC: 
The HonorableDiaheFeinstein. 
The Hon..o.rabJe K11m~la Harris
The Hoooreble Jare11,· Hl/ffman 
The :t;onora~leJi,i:kie Speier 
The Honorable ~lmmyPanetta 
·!he Honorabie Salud Carbajal 
The H.o·norable Anna G, Eshoo 
The Hano.rable·Mike Thompsoll 
Senatli:lrMike.-Mci3uire,c;h-~irJoint Committeeon Flsherlesand ~quacultur.e 
~m.prymei'nber·~im WOorl; ViceChair, Jofu.t Commft'tee-on. flsherf~ a.netAquaa:dtore 
Val.erfeTerminl,California Fish ~ad Game Commission · 
Chud<·BOnhamrtallforr{ra Department of Frsh-and WAdllf~
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