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GAVIN NEWSOM 
Ll£UTENANT GOVERNOR 

The Honorable Wilbur Ross 
Secretary, U.S. Department of Commerce 
1401 Constitution Ave NW 
Washington, D. C. 20230 

September S, 2017 

Dear Secretary Ross, 

California Is experiencing an economic disaster to our fishing industry and communities due to 
oceanic conditions that have caused the closure of the commercial fishery for Pacific Sardine. 

Pacific Sardine populations a~e strongly influenced by ocean conditions. Oceanographic shifts 
such as the Pacific Oecadal Oscillation and LaNina'scold-water influence are believed to have 
precipitated sharply reduced Pacific Sardine populations from Baja California to Canada, 
resultingin significant declinesand a currently low population estimate. ThePacific Sardine 
fishery is managed under the federal Coastal Pelagic Species Fishery Management Plan. This 
plan establishes a cutoff biomass of 150,000 metric tons, below which directed fishing Is not 
allowed. Due to these declines, the fishery was closed in 2015 and 2016 and will remain closed 
in 2017 and likely 2018. A small allowance for Pacific Sardine bycatch and other small-scale 
fisheries (tribal, recreational, and live bait) continues to result in very limited landings. 

Pacific Sardine Is historically one of the top ten highest valued commercial fisheries In 
California. Statewide, the commercial Pacific Sardine closure In 2015 resulted in a total ex
vessel value of $343,148, which is 90% less than the 2010-14 average of $3,504,098. In 2016, 
the closure resulted in a total ex-vessel value of only $9S,657, which is 96% less than the 2011-
15 averageof $2,711,679. TheseInitial estimates are based on the average ex-vessel value of 
commercial landlngs and do not account for additional impacts to fish processors or to other 
businesses that rely on the fishery. Further, the fishery will remain dosed through 2017 and 
may remain closed for the 2018 season as well. Therefore, these initial estimates of impact may 

increase. 

Given the significant Impacts to date, I request you declare a fishery resource disaster under 
section 308(d} of the lnterjurisdictional Fisheries Act of 1986 (16 U.S.C. § 4107(d)), and a 
commercial fishery failure under section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation 
and Management Act of 1976 (16 U.S.C. § 1861a(a)). As you know, declaring a commercial 
failure will enable the fishing communities affected by the closure to receive essential 
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economic·assistanc,e.Pacific.Sardine· is.avitijl-compqnent of CaUfomia's·naturalre_$9Urces a.nd
providessignificantaesthetic, retre-jltlonal, cpmrnerclal, cultµral, a nQ economic ~n,fits to our 
state. Ec~nemfc ~ssls.tance w,11 be-crh:i~alfot the well~bs!ngof ou.rfistirng:lodustry and our 
stafe. I alsq ~sk Na.tlorialOceanic and AtmosphericAdm'infstration Fisheries t0·work directly 
wltli the Califol'r'lia Oepartm·ent.ofFish and Wildllfe {CDFW) t.o -e~peditiously completethe · 
required revte.w·process. 

Tiu;rCOFWcontact i$ Or.Craig Sbuman·(craig;Shuman@wildlife:ca~govl,and the designated 
qltei'natt:!'l.s J~hn Ugoretz.(John.UiJoretz@wJldllfe.ca.gov). 

Thank-yot.1for vour co.nsideration pf this,criticalissue • 

.GAVI N~WSOM 
/l;c.ting GovemQr-of Califomfa 

CC: 
·TheHo~orable Diane Feinstein 
Thf HQnotable Kama1aHarris 
The: Honorabl~ Jared Huffman 
The. Honorr1l:>le )adde Speier 
The Honorable Ji!TiinV Panetta· 
The Honorable SaludCarbajal 
The Honorable Anna G. Eshop 
TheHonorabl.e Mike Thompson 
SenatorMikeMcGurre, Chair JointCommittee on Fisheriesand Aquatu'lture 
Assembly~e.mberJimWood, Vice Chair, Jo.int Committee o.nFisheriesandAquacullure 
Va!etieTermini; ea·lifomra Fi"sh and Game Co.mmission 
ChuckBonham,CaliforolaDepartment of Fish and WIidiife 



...._ i ' 

Department of c'ommerce
Control Sheet 

"A" 
PRIORITY ''A" 

,~PRIORITY
IFolder / J 

Tracking ID 17-057428 

From Newsom, The Honorable Gavin 

Category ExecSec/NOAA 

Owner OS-Executive Secretariat 

Mail Type Letter 

Folder Type A Priority Congressional 

Subject Ltr about oceanic conditions that have caused the closure of the commercial fishery for 
Pacific Sardine. 

Keyword Summary 9/7/17: Copy placed in ~~J\S,~lue Folder 

File Code 

Record Status 

Date Signed 

ExecSec POC Camille Nelson 202-482-1965 CNelson@doc.gov 

White House Control Number 

Date Received 9/7/17 7:33 PM 

Date Closed 

Created By 9/7/17 7:33 PM Missouri-Johnson, Marcellina 

. ; :;Modified By 9/7/17 8:00 PM Nelson, Camille 

Date of Document 9/7/17 7:33 PM 


	Pacific Sardines Request Letter 2017
	GAVIN NEWSOM Ll£UTENANT GOVERNOR 
	GAVIN NEWSOM Ll£UTENANT GOVERNOR 
	The Honorable Wilbur Ross Secretary, U.S. Department of Commerce 1401 Constitution Ave NW Washington, D. C. 20230 
	September S, 2017 
	Dear Secretary Ross, 
	California Is experiencing an economic disaster to our fishing industry and communities due to oceanic conditions that have caused the closure of the commercial fishery for Pacific Sardine. 
	Pacific Sardine populations a~e strongly influenced by ocean conditions. Oceanographic shifts such as the Pacific Oecadal Oscillation and LaNina'scold-water influence are believed to have precipitated sharply reduced Pacific Sardine populations from Baja California to Canada, resultingin significant declinesand a currently low population estimate. ThePacific Sardine fishery is managed under the federal Coastal Pelagic Species Fishery Management Plan. This plan establishes a cutoff biomass of 150,000 metric 
	Pacific Sardine Is historically one of the top ten highest valued commercial fisheries In California. Statewide, the commercial Pacific Sardine closure In 2015 resulted in a total exvessel value of $343,148, which is 90% less than the 2010-14 average of $3,504,098. In 2016, the closure resulted in a total ex-vessel value of only $9S,657, which is 96% less than the 2011-15 averageof $2,711,679. TheseInitial estimates are based on the average ex-vessel value of commercial landlngs and do not account for addi
	Given the significant Impacts to date, I request you declare a fishery resource disaster under section 308(d} of the lnterjurisdictional Fisheries Act of 1986 (16 U.S.C. § 4107(d)), and a commercial fishery failure under section 312(a) of the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act of 1976 (16 U.S.C. § 1861a(a)). As you know, declaring a commercial failure will enable the fishing communities affected by the closure to receive essential 
	STATE CAPITOL, ROOM 1114, SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA 95814 • PHONE (916) 44S-8994 
	WWW lTG.CA.GOV 
	economic·assistanc,e.Pacific.Sardine· is.avitijl-compqnent of CaUfomia's·naturalre_$9Urces a.ndprovidessignificantaesthetic, retre-jltlonal, cpmrnerclal, cultµral, a nQ economic ~n,fits to our state. Ec~nemfc ~ssls.tance w,11 be-crh:i~alfot the well~bs!ngof ou.rfistirng:lodustry and our stafe. I alsq ~sk Na.tlorialOceanic and AtmosphericAdm'infstration Fisheries t0·work directly wltli the Califol'r'lia Oepartm·ent.ofFish and Wildllfe {CDFW) t.o -e~peditiously completethe · required revte.w·process. Tiu;rCOF
	Figure
	.GAVI N~WSOM 
	/l;c.ting GovemQr-of Califomfa 
	CC: ·TheHo~orable Diane Feinstein Thf HQnotable Kama1aHarris The: Honorabl~ Jared Huffman The. Honorr1l:>le )adde Speier The Honorable Ji!TiinV Panetta· The Honorable SaludCarbajal The Honorable Anna G. Eshop TheHonorabl.e Mike Thompson SenatorMikeMcGurre, Chair JointCommittee on Fisheriesand Aquatu'lture Assembly~e.mberJimWood, Vice Chair, Jo.int Committee o.nFisheriesandAquacullure Va!etieTermini; ea·lifomra Fi"sh and Game Co.mmission ChuckBonham,CaliforolaDepartment of Fish and WIidiife 

	...._ i ' Department of c'ommerceControl Sheet 
	...._ i ' Department of c'ommerceControl Sheet 
	"A" PRIORITY 
	''A" ,~PRIORITY
	Folder 
	Figure
	Tracking ID 
	Tracking ID 
	Tracking ID 
	17-057428 

	From 
	From 
	Newsom, The Honorable Gavin 

	Category 
	Category 
	ExecSec/NOAA 

	Owner 
	Owner 
	OS-Executive Secretariat 

	Mail Type 
	Mail Type 
	Letter 

	Folder Type 
	Folder Type 
	A Priority Congressional 

	Subject 
	Subject 
	Ltr about oceanic conditions that have caused the closure of the commercial fishery for 

	TR
	Pacific Sardine. 

	Keyword Summary 
	Keyword Summary 
	9/7/17: Copy placed in ~~J\S,~lue Folder 

	File Code 
	File Code 

	Record Status 
	Record Status 

	Date Signed 
	Date Signed 

	ExecSec POC 
	ExecSec POC 
	Camille Nelson 202-482-1965 CNelson@doc.gov 

	White House Control Number 
	White House Control Number 

	Date Received 
	Date Received 
	9/7/17 7:33 PM 

	Date Closed 
	Date Closed 

	Created By 
	Created By 
	9/7/17 7:33 PM Missouri-Johnson, Marcellina 

	Modified By 
	Modified By 
	9/7/17 8:00 PM Nelson, Camille 

	Date of Document 
	Date of Document 
	9/7/17 7:33 PM 


	Figure





