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It is the beginning of the
harvest season and only
the retired farmers show
up on time. They tromp
into the Kalonal
Fownhouse Restaurant,
preeting each other with
the playiul jibes and
rauncs char are the
currency of affecoion
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of their generation.

“Your hair supposed o

lock like thac?

“Like whar? Must be
your eves, Ted. Better
get ‘em checked”

They come into the
place one by one, just
as they used toenter
the fields. But here
they find community,
not 1solarion. Thisisa
mecting of the Kalona
Koffee Klub, a loose-
knit group that began
back in 1969,

You might ehink thar
Richard Horwicz,
seaced ar a cable wich a
steaming coffee mug,
1% just another
farmer—and you
wouldn't be far from
wrong. Horwice bay
worked for owenty
years as a hired hand
on a nearby hog farm.
He lives in Liberry
Township, three dusty
miles from the closese
pived road. Bur he s

also a professor of
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Amenican Scudies
the U, and ic's not
just rhe coffeeand the
armosphere that he's
soaking up on this
britliant fall day

he's also observing the
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rural residents who
gather here, pare of his
(T | h [Rln] sl town

cofter ¢lubs.

Some researchers are
drawn to the extraordi-
nary. Horwicz 15 more
interested in the
mundane pacterns of
lifie, the everyday
miracles chae are oll too
frequently overlooked

because they occur

"regular” people as they
o abour the business
of living.

Back in his lowa City
office, the professor
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His research led
Horwitz toact as a
consultant o the
Smuthsonian Inscion-
rion and the [owa
Department of Cul-
tuntl Affairs, One of
the many resules of
rl'l]!-i. i'ﬂ”.ll?-[l-r.!f]ll[l Wils
the very first curricu-
lum guide for reaching
about lowa culture in
the public schools:
“lowa Folklife: Our
People, Communities,
and Traditions.”

“1 was afraic thar the
guide mighe just gacher
dust on some shell,”
Horwitz admirts. “But
teachers are accually
using them throughout
che state. This research
15 helping them to do
their jobs better, and
that’s whar ic’s all
abour."”

Richard Horwitz, Professar of American Studies

“This TOSCATCI i helping teachers to do thei
jobs better, and that's what tt's all about.”

with the calloused
hands and che Abe
Lincoln beard explains
his passion quire

sirr‘l I'LI}-'.

1 do research and
reaching abour the
place where T live—it's
right ourside,” he sayvs,
jabbing a thumhb
toward che window,
“Why not study that?

It just makes sense.”

Far oo many lowans
see “ruloure” as
something that
happens somewhere
else. But when reachers
use the new curriculum
guide, students often
have a profound change
of artitude, according
roy Horwire.

“Kids learn to think
differencly abour cheir

family and about their

places.” he observes
“You'll hear them ask,
“You mean my Aunt
Jenny's quilts are a
form of ewfture?* Or
‘Are you saying thac
because Uncle Tad can
5]11:-.1[: Crech, he's [are

of an ethnic et

Seared benearh a
calendar bearing a
piceure of the Mexican

revolutionary Emihano

Zapara, a give-away
from “La Mexicana®™
store and restaurant in
nearby West Liberty,
Horwitz smiles and

adds, "1 love it when

[ see the liccle light
bulbs going on over

their heads.'



