
  

 

CLIMATE SPECIAL  

 

Hi everyone,  

 

The National Federation of Parks and Green Spaces is backing and publicising 

the Great Big Green Week, 18-26th September, alongside a wide range of 

national organisations, representing millions of people throughout the UK. 

Everyone is invited to join: https://greatbiggreenweek.com/  

 

In the run up to COP26 in November, and in solidarity with many green space 

and climate activists involved in various environmental causes in their area, we 

bring you this special newsletter. 

 

In this update we want to explore a few of the many issues and challenges 

facing UK parks in relation to the climate and biodiversity crisis. We hope this 

information will be helpful for campaigning and project ideas in your areas, 

engaging with parks users, communities and with decision-makers, eg. MPs 

and councils. 

 

Where possible we've included links to further information and case studies, 

shown as references listed at the end of the email. This list might not be 

exhaustive - much within the climate and biodiversity crisis are linked to various 

agendas, these are complex issues and should be tackled locally with good 

https://greatbiggreenweek.com/


engagement. There are lots more great resources available. 

 

There is strong evidence that parks, green and blue spaces will be essential in 

mitigating extreme weather and also play a part in the journey towards zero 

carbon. The NFPGS continue to call for proper protection and investment in our 

parks, green and blue spaces. It's needed now more than ever.  

 

 

Challenges faced by parks and green spaces 

Changes to weather patterns will impact on our parks and without investment 

now, could pose significant harm to precious areas.   

• Continued declines in funding overall into the parks sector limits 

strategic approaches to environmental improvements. Our own 

research highlights how stretched parks teams are and how this limits 

collaborations. This loss of funding exacerbates the declining quality of 

infrastructure, adds to pressures to sell, and increasingly, concessions 

and large-scale events are being used to make up shortfalls (Reference 

1).  

• Extreme weather impacts parks environments. Climate change in the 

UK will bring intense rains and stronger winds, already the impact of 

flooding is being felt. There is likely to be hotter, drier summers (Ref. 2). 

Plants and wildlife will need support, particularly through the linking of 

habitat sites, to be resilient (Ref 3 and 4).  

• Plant and animal pathogens are increasing. It's not just covid-19 for 

humans, plants and other wildlife are severely affected by incoming 

pests and diseases (Ref 5 and 6). A changing climate changes the range 

of pests and their ability to take hold in different areas (Ref 7).  

 

Parks and green spaces are essential  

Whilst the challenges are concerning, green spaces, and wider green and blue 

infrastructure, can also play a huge part in the solution. Parks, green and blue 



spaces across the UK can be part of the solution in different ways.  

 

Resilience against extreme weather  

• Urban green spaces reduce the 'heat-island' effect. As temperatures 

rise, the temperatures in cities and towns can soar. Increasing the 

number of street trees, and adding other greenery throughout streets and 

neighbourhoods, improves shading and reduces the amount of heat 

conduction (Ref 8). 

• Green spaces can protect properties against flooding. Many urban 

parks already function as flood mitigation spaces, protecting homes and 

businesses against flooding (Ref 9). Additional green infrastructure, such 

as gardens, green roofs or street trees, can also slow the flow of water 

through built up areas, helping to manage localised rainfall (Ref 10).  

• Rural green spaces can be better managed to prevent downstream 

flooding. Many partnerships of NGOs, water companies, farmers and 

environmental groups, are transforming their estates and catchment 

areas to better manage intense rainfall and prevent downstream flooding 

(Ref 11). 

 

Sustainable solutions  

• Carbon sequestration can be delivered in green spaces. In addition 

to providing space for new trees and woodlands, our large existing trees 

play a significant role in holding carbon and regulating air pollution (Ref 

12). There is also emerging research about how managed parks, green 

spaces and urban soils can help absorb carbon (Ref 13).  

• Parks could help in the transition to clean energy. Some parks could 

become places where renewable energy is generated, helping deliver 

localised heating and electricity solutions (Ref 14 and 15).  

• Greener streets encourage more active travel choices. New pocket 

parks and planters can be carefully placed to reduce through traffic, 



improving the environment for walkers and cyclists (Ref 16). Improving 

the health of communities by reducing air pollution and encouraging 

active travel is recommended by health experts (Ref 17 and 18) and will 

also reduce carbon emissions (Ref 19).  

• Public green spaces provide attractive alternative travel routes. 

Encouraging active travel and achieving healthier communities is a 

priority for local authorities. There is also a great map for those in 

London, showing how to travel from park to park (Ref 20).  

 

Benefits for wildlife  

• Parks and green spaces, including private gardens, are havens for 

wildlife. The combined network of green spaces across towns and cities, 

supports urban wildlife populations (Ref 21). 

• Planned well, new developments can bring our communities and 

wildlife closer together. There are many ways to build that contribute to 

better living spaces for people and nature (Ref 22). A requirement to 

leave natural areas improved after development, called Biodiversity Net 

Gain, is likely to become mandatory in future (Ref 23). 

• Even humble verges can support pollinators and wildflowers. At the 

bottom of the food chain insects underpin healthy ecosystems, yet have 

declined hugely in the UK in the last few decades (Ref 24). Changes to 

management can create important corridors, networks in and out of 

urban areas, plus look beautiful (Ref 25).  

 

Benefits for people  

• Parks and green spaces support good physical and mental health. 

The pandemic saw a huge increase in the use of our local parks and 

green spaces (Ref 26). Estimated well-being benefits of access to parks 

and green spaces is £34.2 billion a year., with annual savings to the 



NHS being £100m just in reduced GP visits alone (Ref 27 and 28). 

According to the NHS, healthier populations and reductions in healthcare 

needs also translates into carbon emission reductions (Ref 29). 

• New parks can revitalise town centres. Changes in shopping habits, 

and latterly the pandemic, have left empty retail spaces with 

opportunities provided to create new parks and green spaces (Ref 

30 and 31).  

• Green and blue spaces can build resilience into our food systems. 

Developing new areas for food growing, for example community 

allotments or open orchard areas in parks, rooftop farms or food 

gardens, can provide a good proportion of local fruit and vegetables (Ref 

32). Growing food locally provides more nutritious food with a lower 

carbon footprint (Ref 33). Consumers want sustainable products (Ref 

34), which could provide a ready market for community-led schemes 

(Ref 35).  

• Public green space provides unparalleled opportunities for 

promoting environmental education, awareness and volunteering. 

The experiences of our Friends groups and environmental volunteers 

across the UK, show the range and scope of projects and improvements 

undertaken (Ref 36). All this work brings education, awareness and 

opportunities to be involved for the future. 

 

We know lots of you out there are engaged in so many good projects that 

support a sustainable future - thank you for everything you are doing. Please let 

us know about your projects on Facebook or Twitter so we can share your 

successes.  

 

Kind regards, Michelle 

 

   

https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=b645db9e2e&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=d3a766489a&e=86669eb691


 

 

 

 

 

 

References  

1. National Federation of Parks and Green Spaces -  

https://natfedparks.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2020/06/NFPGS-PAGCE-

2019-conferences-aggregated_report.pdf 

2. Met Office - https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/climate-

change/effects-of-climate-change 

3. Soil Association - https://www.soilassociation.org/causes-campaigns/our-

climate-in-crisis/climate-change-and-wildlife/ 

4. Wildlife Trusts - https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/news/new-funding-12-high-

impact-projects-help-tackle-climate-crisis 

5. Forest Research - https://www.forestresearch.gov.uk/research/the-

influence-of-climate-change-on-forest-insect-pests-in-britain/ 

6. RHS - https://www.rhs.org.uk/science/gardening-in-a-changing-

world/climate-change/potential-new-pests 

7. Global Food Security - https://www.foodsecurity.ac.uk/challenge/ 

8. Natural History Museum - https://www.nhm.ac.uk/discover/why-we-need-

green-spaces-in-cities.html 

https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=bb3a2249f1&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=bb3a2249f1&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=6f1f9e1146&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=6f1f9e1146&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=53a6ac0864&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=53a6ac0864&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=bd310ca6fc&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=bd310ca6fc&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=b323531637&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=b323531637&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=f96fd21943&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=f96fd21943&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=7e0b23d949&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=d464d3956a&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=d464d3956a&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=5a08096f80&e=86669eb691


9. National Geographic 

- https://www.nationalgeographic.com/environment/article/climate-crisis-

cities-turn-to-parks 

10. UK Green Building Council - https://www.ukgbc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2020/08/Nature-based-solutions-to-the-climate-

emergency.pdf 

11. The Rivers Trust 

- https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/cb0263a703844a03baaacbbe8d41

7d3e 

12. Office National Statistics 

- https://www.ons.gov.uk/economy/environmentalaccounts/bulletins/ukna

turalcapital/urbanaccounts 

13. Frontiers in Environmental Science 

- https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fenvs.2021.672468/full 

14. Greenspace Scotland - https://www.greenspacescotland.org.uk/energy-

projects 

15. NESTA - https://www.nesta.org.uk/project-updates/harnessing-

renewable-energy-parks/ 

16. Sustrans - https://www.sustrans.org.uk/our-blog/get-active/2020/in-your-

community/what-is-a-low-traffic-neighbourhood/ 

17. National Institute for Health and Care Excellence 

- https://www.nice.org.uk/guidance/ng90/chapter/Recommendations 

18. United Nations - https://www.un.org/en/chronicle/article/green-spaces-

invaluable-resource-delivering-sustainable-urban-health 

19. University of Oxford - https://www.ox.ac.uk/news/2021-02-02-get-your-

bike-active-transport-makes-significant-impact-carbon-emissions 

20. Time Out - https://www.timeout.com/london/news/this-map-shows-

walking-routes-between-londons-parks-and-nature-spots-090220 

21. Imperial College London - https://www.imperial.ac.uk/media/imperial-

college/grantham-institute/public/publications/briefing-papers/Integrating-

green-and-blue-spaces-into-our-cities---Making-it-happen-.pdf 

https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=358db74e15&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=358db74e15&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=df62c8e1b5&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=df62c8e1b5&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=df62c8e1b5&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=a70645325d&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=a70645325d&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=6a1a8c814c&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=6a1a8c814c&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=24d57a1334&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=e856ded4a1&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=e856ded4a1&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=1b7b4ab11e&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=1b7b4ab11e&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=429090d837&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=429090d837&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=1323b6c3b0&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=caae2587f0&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=caae2587f0&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=70dde58652&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=70dde58652&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=2d6388bbf8&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=2d6388bbf8&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=98d43aad80&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=98d43aad80&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=98d43aad80&e=86669eb691


 

22. Wildlife Trusts - https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/sites/default/files/2018-

05/homes_for_people_and_wildlife_lr_-_spreads.pdf 

23. Natural England 

- http://nepubprod.appspot.com/publication/6049804846366720 

24. Buglife - https://www.buglife.org.uk/bugs/featured-bugs/pollinators/ 

25. Plantlife - https://plantlife.love-

wildflowers.org.uk/roadvergecampaign/management-guidelines/ 

26. The Guardian 

- https://www.theguardian.com/travel/2020/aug/09/sanctuary-in-the-city-

how-urban-parks-saved-our-summer 

27. Fields in Trust 

- https://www.fieldsintrust.org/Upload/file/research/Revaluing-Parks-and-

Green-Spaces-Summary.pdf 

28. Friends of the Earth - https://policy.friendsoftheearth.uk/insight/englands-

green-space-gap 

29. NHS - https://www.england.nhs.uk/greenernhs/national-

ambition/national-commitments/ 

30. Independent - https://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/home-

news/urban-parks-green-spaces-climate-crisis-b1890564.html 

31. ITV - https://www.itv.com/news/central/2021-07-14/nottinghams-

broadmarsh-area-to-be-transformed-with-world-famous-urban-designer 

32. University of Sheffield - https://www.sheffield.ac.uk/sustainable-

food/news/urban-land-could-grow-fruit-and-veg-15-percent-population 

33. Lancaster University - http://wp.lancs.ac.uk/rurbanrevolution/ 

34. The Grocer - https://www.thegrocer.co.uk/download?ac=243453 

35. Institute of Development Studies 

- https://core.ac.uk/download/286048385.pdf 

36. Parks Community - https://parkscommunity.org.uk/category/case-

studies/ 

  

 

https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=0680d57b24&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=0680d57b24&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=055f592dc6&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=3467ce8117&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=d58ce97ded&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=d58ce97ded&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=6b5a138d22&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=6b5a138d22&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=fe9e663427&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=fe9e663427&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=17342032f4&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=17342032f4&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=a80f1cd273&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=a80f1cd273&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=bb836c9be6&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=bb836c9be6&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=00d33d4feb&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=00d33d4feb&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=b35104a1e7&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=b35104a1e7&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=4169e6b8bb&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=dbc49e35ee&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=da9068ea3a&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=fe86f04274&e=86669eb691
https://natfedparks.us12.list-manage.com/track/click?u=cf4ddd6403dff776642c637e6&id=fe86f04274&e=86669eb691

