
Strategic Overview
2024



Strategic Overview 2024

EXECUTIVE EDITORS
Eric Cohen

Rabbi Hershel Lutch 

PROJECT MANAGER
Aviva Berger

DESIGN
Rizi Harris/Dryve Marketing

© 2023, The Tikvah Fund

tikvahfund.org
info@tikvahfund.org

212-796-1672



Table of Contents

About 
Tikvah

04 Tikvah's Mission

05 A Letter from Tikvah's Leadership

06 Tikvah by the Numbers

08 Tikvah Financials

US Student 
Programs

12 Millstone Scholars Program

14 Truman Scholars Program

16 Tikvah Online Academy

18 High School Fellowships

22 Tikvah Scholars Summer Program

24 Tikvah Overseas Institute

26 Beren Collegiate Forum

28 Beren Summer Fellowship

30 Krauthammer Fellowship

32 Tikvah Legal Fellowship

34 The Jewish Strategy Project

36 National Student Leadership Conference

Lobel Center for Jewish 
Classical Education

40 Lobel Teachers Colloquium

42 MA in Jewish Classical Education

44 Lobel Classical Press

46 Jews and the Western Mind

Tikvah 
Ideas

50 Mosaic Magazine

52 Tikvah Weekly Podcast

54 MeirSoloveichik.com

56 Tikvah Online University

62 In Focus: Professor Ruth Wisse 

Tikvah Israel & 
Shalem College

66 Argaman Institute

68 Forum for Law & Liberty

70 Haredi Leadership Project

72 Shibboleth Press

74 Hashiloach Magazine

76 The Hertog Forum for National Security

78 Supporting Shalem College

Tikvah 
Community

82 Jewish Leadership Conference

84 Jewish Parents Forum

86 Tikvah Society

88 Tikvah Legacy Society

90 In Focus: Tikvah Alumni

94 Our Supporters

98 Board of Trustees and Senior Staff

04

10

48

64

80

38



4  STRATEGIC OVERVIEW 2024

Tikvah’s purpose is to educate the rising generation of Jewish, 
Zionist, and American leaders and to advance the most serious 
thinking about the great challenges facing the Jewish people 
in the modern age. We seek to cultivate Jewish citizens with 
moral confidence and civic courage, informed by the hard-won 
lessons of Jewish history and devoted to strengthening Western 
civilization through Jewish ideas and institution-building. 

To advance this mission, Tikvah operates intensive fellowship 
programs, summer institutes, working groups, and honors 
programs for students of all ages; and we produce publications, 
podcasts, conferences, and online courses that bring Tikvah’s 
ideas to the world.

The Tikvah Mission

Our Founder, Zalman C. Bernstein
Zalman C. Bernstein z”l was a visionary businessman, 
entrepreneur, and philanthropist. In 1967, he founded 
Sanford C. Bernstein and Company, which grew into one of 
the most successful and respected investment companies 
in the world. As his passion for Judaism, Israel, and the 
Jewish people deepened, he immersed himself in Torah 
study, changed his name to Zalman Chaim Bernstein, and 
made his home in Israel. Always bold, always ideas-driven, 
always iconoclastic, Mr. Bernstein established Tikvah—and 
other important Jewish institutions—in the hope that by 
investing in great Jewish ideas and Jewish leaders, the 
heritage he cherished and the people he loved would be a 
light unto all nations.
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Hon. Elliott Abrams
Chairman

Eric Cohen
Chief Executive Officer

Dear Friends,

For nearly two decades, Tikvah has been focused on awakening young Jews to the eternal 
significance of Jewish civilization and the moral imperative of defending our most cherished 
Jewish, Zionist, and American ideals. And we have tried to develop an arsenal of good ideas, 
drawing upon the riches of Jewish history, political thought, literature, and strategy: all in the 
purpose of fortifying the Jewish mind and heart.

Today, we see the gravity of the threat and the urgency of the challenge. As we write this, 
Israel is at war with ruthless terrorist states who seek the annihilation of the Jewish people and 
the Jewish state. American Jews on college campuses are physically threatened and morally 
assaulted, while university administrations look on with equivocation at best and anti-Semitic 
sympathy at worst. Our schoolchildren are taught that Israel and Hamas are morally equivalent 
and that “the Israeli occupation” is really to blame for the current war.

In our view, the current crisis only makes the significance of Tikvah’s mission—to educate 
the rising generation of proud Jews, courageous Zionists, and patriotic Americans—all the 
more important. Young Jews need the knowledge and moral self-confidence to answer these 
assaults on our dignity, our ideals, and our nation. And over the long-term, we know that Jewish 
civilization endures because young Jews believe in the majestic importance of our history and 
heritage. Israel endures because young Zionists believe in the heroic story of our people. And 
the America-Israel alliance endures because of our shared values: freedom, faith, and family.

Yet again in history, the Jews find themselves—we find ourselves—at the center of world events. 
Yet again, we are on the fighting frontlines of Western civilization—this time with a Jewish army, 
air force, and national legacy of courage under fire. And in this moment, we are grateful for the 
strength, support, and seriousness of the ever-growing Tikvah community. Together, we are 
devoted to carrying the Jewish story forward—one student, one teacher, one high-level seminar 
at a time. 

We thank everyone who has joined us in advancing this critical mission of education and ideas, 
and we are honored to share with you a portrait of our vision, our strategy, and the impact we 
have been able to achieve together.

Sincerely,

A Letter from Tikvah’s Leadership
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Governance
The Tikvah Fund is a US-based 501(c)3 private operating foundation, and donations to Tikvah are tax-
deductible to the full extent allowed by law. Tikvah’s bylaws require a permanent Finance Committee, 
which, together with Tikvah’s Board of Trustees, maintains the highest standards of nonprofit financial 
management and governance.

The Finance Committee oversees the critical areas of operating finances, internal controls and levels 
of authority, the annual budgeting process, Tikvah’s investments and money management, and 
Tikvah’s annual audit.

Sources of Revenue
The majority of Tikvah’s revenue—59%—is generated from visionary partners, foundations, and 
philanthropists. In Fiscal Year 2023, we are projecting over $14,600,000 of donation revenue from more 
than 3,000 donors. Tikvah’s programs are also supported by tuition and subscription revenues and by 
strategic allocations from the Tikvah Endowment Fund.

9
Major 

Grantors

3,000+
Unique
Donors

21
Gifts of $100K

or more

11,000+
Subscription, Tuition, 

and Ticket Sales

Revenue

Tikvah Financials
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$8.3M
Tikvah

Endowment
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Financial Integrity & Transparency
GAAP-Compliant Accrual Basis Accounting
Tikvah’s global financial reporting is GAAP 
compliant and is issued on a full accrual basis.

Annual Audit
Tikvah engages in a comprehensive annual audit, 
which reviews financial integrity, legal compliance, 
internal controls, and financial and operational 
practices. Tikvah’s most recent audit, conducted 
by Condon O’Meara LLP and KPMG—was issued 
with a “clean” unqualified opinion.

Financial Transparency
Tikvah files an annual Form 990-PF with the 
Internal Revenue Service and a Form CHAR-500 
with the New York State Charities Bureau, both 
of which are publicly available and are available 
upon request from our office.

Tikvah’s commitment to financial transparency 
and integrity has been recognized by Candid/
GuideStar—the leading nonprofit that provides the 
most comprehensive data and insights 
about the social sector—with their 
“Gold Transparency 2023” accreditation. 2023 Gold Seal 

outreach toolkit
Congratulations! You’ve earned a Gold Seal. Show off your achievement by 
sharing your Seal on social media, your website, and other marketing channels.

Find your donors on social media
 
Sample text:

We’ve just earned our 2023 Gold Seal with @CandidDotOrg! We 
are excited to share the work our nonprofit does through our 
#NonprofitProfile. Learn how you can support us and make a 
difference.  [Insert sharable full profile link] 
*Make sure to tag @CandidDotOrg, we keep a close eye on these and love to help amplify your nonprofit on social media.  

Inspire future donors through
your marketing outreach

 
Sample text for newsletters and emails:

Check out our #NonprofitProfile [Insert sharable full profile link]
to see the great work we do for our community. We want to make 
sure you have the progress updates you need to confidently 
support our work with trust and confidence. 

Share your Seal on your website
 

Demonstrate your commitment to transparency by placing 
Candid’s Seal of Transparency Widget on your website. 
The seal links directly to your profile on GuideStar, so your 
supporters can easily see your information and verify your 
accomplishments. The image will automatically update when 
you earn a new seal, so your supporters will always see your 
latest accomplishment with no additional work for you! 

By using the 2023 Seal on your web or printed materials, you are agreeing to our terms of use.

Step 3

Step 2

Step 1

Download images: 

PNG file for online materials 
(blogs, newsletters, etc.)  

EPS file for printed materials 
(reports, letters, etc.)

Access your widget code:

Navigate to the Profile Update 
Tool Benefits section and 
select Get Widget.

        

Download images:

      Facebook 

      Twitter

      Instagram

Expenditures
Over 77% of our expenditures directly support the programs described in this Impact Report. In fiscal 
year 2023, we project our global expenditures to be $24,800,000. These expenditures support 
teachers and students, invest in the next generation of Jewish and Israeli leadership, and cultivate vital 
ideas and conversations.

Tikvah Financials
Expenditures

US Education

Tikvah Ideas

Tikvah Israel

Shalem College

Growth of Impact Over Time
As Tikvah’s scale has grown, so has our spending. 
In the past five years, our annual budget has 
increased by 54%—from $16.2M in 2018 to $24.8M 
today—and our student enrollment has increased 
more than 10-fold to over 2,000 students per year.

Annual Expenditures (in Millions)

Expenditures by Functional Area

0
10
20
30
40
50
60
70
80

ManagementFundraisingProgramming

10

15

20

25

202320222021202020192018

77%

7%
16%

$7.1M

$2.9M
$3.2M

$6.1M

2023 Projected Expenditures

$19.3M
Programming

$3.8M - Management

$1.7M
Fundraising





Middle & High School
Millstone Scholars Program....................................................... 12

Truman Scholars Program........................................................... 14

Tikvah Online Academy.................................................................16

High School Fellowships...............................................................18

Tikvah Scholars Summer Program........................................22 

College & Young Professionals
Tikvah Overseas Institute.............................................................24

Beren Collegiate Forum................................................................26

Beren Summer Fellowship..........................................................28

Krauthammer Fellowship.............................................................30

Tikvah Legal Fellowship................................................................32

The Jewish Strategy Project................................................................ 34

National Student 
Leadership Conference....................................................................36

US Student Programs

1,300+
STUDENTS

13
PROGRAMS

220
CLASSES

Tikvah’s educational strategy is clear: Cultivate young Jews in the 
best of Jewish, Western, and American civilization. Invest in serious 
students from middle school to high school to college to their early 
careers. Develop a new generation of Jewish leaders who believe 
in Jewish exceptionalism and who boldly commit to facing the 
greatest moral, political, and strategic challenges of the modern age.
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Millstone
Scholars
Inspiring young Jewish minds and Zionist spirits in cities 
across America.

This year, the Millstone program plans to operate in 20+ 
lcoations. Our Millstone students come together in person 
every week for the entire academic year. They participate 
in seminar-style classes with fellow young Jews eager 
to rediscover their own Jewish history and heritage in an 
intellectually serious way. As they explore the Hebrew 
Bible and Jewish philosophy, the influence of Jewish ideas 
on American democracy, and the heroic story of modern 
Israel—a new Jewish identity is being born. 

The Millstone Scholars program provides 7th and 8th 
graders—drawn from public and secular independent 
schools—the opportunity to study the great ideas, 
leaders, and texts of Jewish civilization. For most 
Millstone students, this new Tikvah program is the most 
significant Jewish learning experience in their lives.

Millstone Scholars: Graduation Day (NYC)

Inside the Seminar Room (Newton, MA)

Brooklyn
Cleveland
Five Towns
Glen Rock
Greenwich

Livingston
Los Angeles (3)

Miami 
Nashville

Newton (4)

Palo Alto
Scottsdale

Tribeca
Upper Manhattan (3)

Vernon Hills

In 2024, Millstone will operate 20+ cohorts:

bottom pic 150 dpi
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millstone medium res

A Unique Jewish & Zionist Curriculum
The Millstone Scholars program is built around three core trimesters of intense learning.

Meet Jennifer and David Millstone
The Millstone Scholars program is possible only because of the 
incredible vision, leadership, and generosity of the Millstone 
family. Jennifer Millstone is the President of Infinite Hospitality, 
a leading advocate for criminal justice reform, and Vice Chair 
of the 92nd Street Y. David Millstone is Co-Chief Executive 
Officer of Standard Industries and currently serves on the 
University Council at Yale, the Board of Advisors of the Harvard 
Law School Program on Corporate Governance, and the Board 
of Trustees of the Wildlife Conservation Society. Their vision: 
Give young Jews access to the great ideas of Jewish and 
Western civilization. Take young Jews seriously at the very age 
of their Bar and Bat Mitzvah. Set them on the path of lifelong 
engagement with the defining texts of Jewish life. 

Fall Semester – The Foundational Ideas of the Jewish People
In the first trimester, our students explore the foundational stories and 
ideas of the Jewish people—the faith and moral vision of Abraham, the 
founding of God’s nation by Moses, the political leadership of David and 
Esther, the Jewish map of the human soul offered by thinkers like Rabbi 
Akiva and Maimonides. We say to B’nai Mitzvah: Here is the full tapestry 
of your Jewish story. Enter the narrative, debate with the greatest leaders 
of your rightful history, and claim it as your own. 

Winter Semester – Zionism: The Great Leaders Who Built the Jewish State
In the second trimester, our students explore the remarkable story of 
modern Zionism. We discover how Jews preserved the longing for Zion 
throughout centuries of exile, and then study the heroic men and women 
who created the modern state of Israel: visionaries like Herzl and Rav 
Kook, statesmen like Jabotinsky and Ben-Gurion, moral leaders like 
Menachem Begin and Natan Sharansky. We also explore the defining 
moments—like the recovery of Jerusalem in the Six-Day War—that 
changed Jewish history forever. 

Spring Semester – Land of Hope: The Jewish Meaning of America
Our third trimester is devoted to the Jewish experience in America. We 
explore how Hebraic ideas shaped the founding of our exceptional 
nation, and how Jews have been woven into the fabric of American 
democracy, from the colonial era to the modern age: from Jonas 
Phillips’s bold defense of religious freedom to Emma Lazarus’s poetry of 
American liberty, from the Zionist leadership of Justice Brandeis to the 
incredible victory of the Soviet Jewry movement. Our Millstone students 
emerge as proud champions of the American spirit.
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Truman 
Scholars
A Two-Year Fellowship for outstanding 7th & 8th graders 
from 50+ Jewish day schools.

Partner Schools
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55
320

Student Enrollment

We launched Truman Scholars in 2021 with 18 
partner schools—and the program has already grown 
dramatically to 50+ schools because it serves a unique 
need. We know that many of the future leaders of 
American Jewry will come from our Jewish day schools. 
These devoted young Jews need a deep understanding 
of why Israel matters, why America matters, and why 
Jewish civilization matters. This is the spirit of Truman 
Scholars.

The Truman Scholars Program provides the top 
300+ middle-school students in Jewish day schools 
across North America a unique opportunity: study 
the defining values of our two exceptional and 
covenantal nations—America and Israel.

Truman Scholars Graduation (NYC)
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Rabbi Daniel Alter, Head of School | THE MORIAH SCHOOL, PARAMUS, NJ

I have argued for years that the most underserved population in the Jewish 
Day School world are our most gifted and motivated students. By investing 

in these students, the Truman Program is working to create a cadre of young 
leaders who will significantly impact the Jewish people as a whole.

Dr. Deborah Rapoport, Head of School | OHR CHADASH ACADEMY, BALTIMORE, MD

The Truman Scholars Program is a treasure that provides our students 
with the opportunity to go beyond the boundaries of the typical academic 

curriculum. Our students have absolutely loved the engaging discourse, depth of 
analysis, historical insights, and lessons on leadership. 

Inside the Truman Seminar Room

Why Truman Scholars Matters

Our Truman Scholars learn together over 18 months in a core curriculum focused on America and Israel.

Truman Scholars enriches the learning of more-than-50 leading school communities

7th Grade: Jewish Leadership in America
In 7th grade, Truman Scholars explore how Jewish leaders like 
Jonas Phillips, Emma Lazarus, Justice Brandeis, and Rabbi Herschel 
Schacter have left their mark on the American story. Through the 
careful reading of speeches, letters, and poems, they come to 
understand why America is a covenantal nation and a land of hope 
for the Jewish people.

Building A Community of Young Jewish Scholars
While our Truman Scholars come from across North America, 
we are focused on creating a community of young Jews ready to 
shoulder the responsibilities of Jewish citizenship. Throughout the 
year, we bring them together for special events, and every June we 
welcome our Truman Scholars and their families to Manhattan for a 
graduation ceremony.

8th Grade: The Spirit of Religious & Political Zionism
In 8th grade, Truman Scholars focus on the re-birth of Israel and 
the religious, cultural, and political leaders who shaped the modern 
Jewish state. They come to understand the political crisis that 
spurred the modern Zionist movement and the leaders—from Herzl 
to Ben Gurion to Natan Sharansky—who created modern Israel.
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Tikvah Online 
Academy
Online seminars for 6th to 12th graders interested in Jewish, 
Western, and American civilization.

In its first three years, Tikvah 
Online Academy has had:

Classes

364
Enrollments

3,956
Students Taking 

More Than 1 Class

78%

Jewish parents are concerned about the education 
of their children. Tikvah Online Academy is creating 
a vibrant community of ideas that connects eager 
students across the globe. We give young Jews the 
chance to study (i) Jewish thought and philosophy, 
(ii) Zionism and modern Israel, (iii) the foundations 
of American democracy, and (iv) the great books of 
Western Civilization. Our approach: Everything that 
matters in human life also matters to the Jewish people.

Tikvah Online Academy offers a year-round menu 
of high-level seminars—taught by master teachers, 
in discussion-based classes, live on Zoom—for 
exceptional middle and high school students. Our 
mission: to bring the intellectual spirit of Tikvah to 
young people everywhere.



An Introduction to Russian LiteratureThe Future of the American University The Sabbath in Jewish Thought and Literature

The Moral Meaning of Money The Bold & Courageous: Women in Tanakh Modern Jewish Heroes

American Statesmanship: The Cold War The Wonders of Greek Mythology The Human Quest for Meaning

The Jewish Idea of Giving: Tikkun Olam? Plato and the Talmud Baseball and American Jews

Rabbi Sacks: The Persistence of Faith What Defines the American Spirit? The First American: Benjamin Franklin

Recent Classes at Tikvah Online Academy
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High School 
Fellowships
Our most selective leadership programs: the 
Menachem Begin Scholars and the Solomon Fellowship.

In the 2023-2024 academic year, Tikvah’s
flagship high school fellowships will include:

Begin
Scholars

Solomon
Fellows

Master
Teachers

124 53 30

HIGH SCHOOL FELLOWSHIPS

Our Menachem Begin Scholars and Solomon Fellows 
engage in a sequence of learning opportunities over four 
years—including advanced institutes, conferences, and 
Oxford-style tutorials. High school fellows also help run 
Tikvah’s student magazine and receive mentorship from 
our university student leaders. They get the chance to 
meet with some of the world’s most accomplished Jewish 
leaders—including statesmen like Ron Dermer and David 
Friedman and intellectuals like Professor Ruth Wisse and 
Rabbi Meir Soloveichik. Our mission: Expose young Jews to 
models of Jewish excellence.

At Tikvah, we believe individuals matter, and we 
believe that we can identify students with the 
character and capacity to become future leaders. 
Every year, we carefully select 175 high school 
students for our most rigorous fellowships. This is 
the Tikvah generation.
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9th Grade
The Princeton Retreat

We welcome our incoming 9th-grade class 
of Menachem Begin Scholars at an intensive 
three-day retreat at Princeton University. Our 
students explore (i) the deeper purpose of 
studying Jewish and Western ideas, (ii) the 
models of great Jewish and Zionist leadership 
throughout history, and (iii) the challenges 
facing young Jews in the modern age. We ask 
them: What does it mean to be a courageous 
young Jew today?

11th Grade
Tikvah Tutorials

For our most advanced high school students, 
we craft Oxbridge-style tutorials, allowing our 
Solomon Fellows to study topics of special 
interests with master teachers who challenge 
them. The subjects span everything from 
the philosophy of Jewish law to American 
constitutionalism, from Israeli grand strategy 
to modern Jewish literature, from the political 
philosophy of the Hebrew Bible to the future 
of religious freedom.

10th Grade
The Israel Trip

After two years of intense study focused 
on Jewish political thought, we take our 
graduating class of Menachem Begin 
Scholars on an 8-day trip to Israel, during 
which we focus on the enduring lessons of 
Israeli statesmanship. We explore the defining 
moments of decision faced by leaders such 
as Herzl, Jabotinsky, Ben Gurion, and Golda 
Meir. And we explore the exceptional role of 
America and Israel in defending democracy 
in an age of promise and peril.

12th Grade
The Solomon Journal

High schoolers develop their own voices 
as young Jewish and Zionist thinkers in The 
Solomon Journal, our student-run magazine 
of ideas. Each issue features a symposium 
tackling the toughest questions facing 
Jews today—such as the struggle against 
assimilation and anti-Semitism, the future of 
Jewish education in the age of social media, 
and the purpose of the US-Israel alliance.

Fellowship Highlights
A sequence of intense learning experiences from 9th to 12th grade
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Meet Our Begin Scholars
Our 124 Begin Scholars look to Tikvah as their home for Jewish and Zionist ideas.

Claire Ambinder 
Kanner
9th Grade 
LYCÉE FRANÇAIS 

 

Claire Ambinder Kanner 
is from New York City and attends the Lycée 
Français de New York. One of her biggest 
interests is language and communication in all 
of its forms, be it verbal (she is fluent in English, 
Mandarin, Spanish and French, and is studying 
Hebrew, Italian, Latin and Ancient Greek); 
musical (she sings in the National Children’s 
Chorus and loves to play Chopin on the piano); 
numerical (she started coding in the middle 
of the pandemic and created a program with 
AI to detect skin cancer in biopsies); as well 
as athletic (she is training to do competitive 
fencing, plus she has been dancing since she 
was very young); and artistic (she loves to 
write short stories, poems and screenplays in 
multiple languages).

Simon 
Riley
10th Grade 
SLEEPY HOLLOW HIGH SCHOOL 

Simon Riley lives in Rye 
Brook where he attends the local public high 
school. Academically, Simon is passionate 
about math, English, and history. He’s especially 
interested in American, Israeli, Greek, and 
Roman history. He loves learning about the 
theological side of Judaism and has a knack 
for asking deep and pointed questions. In his 
free time, Simon reads, plays tennis, watches 
sports, plays the piano, and volunteers for JCCA 
with developmentally disabled kids. He is on his 
school debate team, and takes extracurricular 
classes in Latin, computer science, and writing.
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Meet Our Solomon Fellows
Our 50 Solomon Fellows are young Jewish leaders in the making.

Gianna 
Goldfarb
11th Grade 
RAMAZ SCHOOL 

Gianna Goldfarb is a 
Manhattanite through and through, but has a 
Continental side to her personality, too (her 
mom is from Switzerland). Gianna attends the 
Ramaz School, where she is passionate about 
her humanities classes. She has been studying 
Ancient Greek for the past two years at Ramaz 
and took a giant leap forward in her classical 
education this summer, studying Greek at 
the Intensive Language Program at Harvard. 
Deepening her engagement with the Ancient 
World, Gianna debuted this summer as a co-
teacher with her mom in the Tikvah Online 
Academy class teaching D’Aulaires Mythology to 
the sixth-grade cohort.

Judah 
Marcus
12th Grade 
RAY KUSHNER YESHIVA 
HIGH SCHOOL 

Judah Marcus is from 
Basking Ridge, New Jersey, and attends the 
Rae Kushner Yeshiva High School. He enjoys 
discussing and writing about a wide variety of 
topics, particularly related to Judaism. In school, 
he edits both the newspaper and yearbook 
and plans Jewish student activities. In his spare 
time, he plays piano, tennis, skis, tutors, and 
loves to spend time with friends and family. He 
tries to live by the words of President Theodore 
Roosevelt: “Knowing what’s right doesn’t mean 
much unless you do what’s right.”
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Tikvah Scholars 
Summer Program
Our flagship summer institute for 11th and 12th graders. Two 
weeks immersed in Jewish, Zionist, and Western civilization.

Alumni

1,000+
Classes

Each Summer

30+
Student-

to-Faculty 
Ratio

9:1
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Launched in 2010, the Tikvah Scholars Summer Program 
has become a true institution in the world of Jewish 
education. We have educated over 1,000 students from 
diverse Jewish backgrounds. Our unique curriculum 
combines classical learning in Jewish, Zionist, and 
Western thought with strategic thinking about the great 
political and cultural issues of the modern age. We 
are creating a network of emerging Jewish and Zionist 
leaders, connected to one another and ready for the 
challenges of college and beyond.

The Tikvah Scholars Summer Program brings together 
11th and 12th graders with the intellectual drive, 
moral seriousness, and civic spirit to become Jewish 
leaders. For two intensive weeks, they focus on the 
great human questions and form enduring friendships 
rooted in shared Jewish purposes and values.
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The tragic events of the 20th 
century—world war, the rise 
of tyranny, the loss of faith—

raised serious questions about the fate of the 
West. In this seminar, we offer a Jewish response 
to our civilizational crisis, drawing upon thinkers 
such as theologian Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik, 
spiritual-musar dean Rabbi Shlomo Wolbe, 
political philosopher Leo Strauss, and Yiddish 
poet Chaim Grade.

The Zionist project was born 
of many purposes: restoring 
Jewish political sovereignty in 
our ancient homeland, creating 

a safe haven for Jews after the Holocaust, spurring 
a renaissance of Jewish culture centered in the 
modern nation of Israel. This seminar explores 
the multiple strands of the Zionist spirit—and the 
ideological attacks against Zionism that have 
emerged from Marxism, Islamism, and modern 
progressivism.

American conservatism 
is in flux. The alliance 
between social and 
economic conservatives is 

under pressure and the relationship between 
freedom and tradition is being rethought. 
In this seminar, we will explore the history 
and foundations of American conservatism, 
and we will examine how a new generation 
of populists is challenging the conservative 
consensus of prior generations.

How can language shape 
the world, and what happens 
when language becomes a 

tool of tyranny? Drawing upon literary masterworks 
like George Orwell’s 1984 and historical case 
studies from the Renaissance to the American 
and French Revolutions, this seminar explores 
how language can be used to empower people in 
the face of totalitarianism, and how the misuse of 
language can destroy human freedom.

Judaism and 
the Crisis of the 
Contemporary West
Rabbi Mark Gottlieb
Tikvah

Zionism and
Its Critics
Dr. Rachel Fish
Harvard University

Freedom and 
Tyranny: Politics and 
the English Language
Dr. Sarah Skwire
The Liberty Fund

The Future of American 
Conservatism
Matthew Continetti
American Enterprise Institute

Inside the Seminar Room
The Tikvah Scholars Summer Program offers 30+ seminars every year. Here are just a few:
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Tikvah Overseas 
Institute
A gap year program focused on the meaning of Zionism, 
the Israeli future, and the responsibilities of American Jews.

Our program combines four key elements: (i) studying 
Jewish texts in conversation with the great ideas of 
the Western tradition, (ii) understanding the political 
history of Zionism, (iii) debating the major questions 
facing modern Israeli society, and (iv) preparing for the 
cultural and political challenges of college. Armed with 
moral confidence and intellectual courage, our alumni 
have emerged as campus leaders at America’s leading 
universities.

The Tikvah Overseas Institute offers highly-
motivated gap year students in Israel something 
unique: a chance to think about the modern Jewish 
condition—politically, culturally, and strategically—
with exceptional peers from 20+ yeshivas and 
seminaries. 

Gap Year 
Students

53
Programs 
& Events

26
Faculty 

Members

13

In the 2022-2023 school year, the
Tikvah Overseas Institute had:
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The Tikvah program has been instrumental 
in providing our students with an enriching 

educational environment that greatly enhances their gap-
year experience. Tikvah challenges our best students to 
consider the toughest issues facing the Jewish people. 
Through Tikvah, our students have sharpened their Jewish 
sense of purpose, participated in many great debates, and 
developed a deeper understanding of the West and the 
world.

Rabbi Yehuda Seif, Rosh Yeshiva of Midreshet and Yeshivat Torah V’Avodah

Our Core Seminars: The Jewish Political Tradition
Our core seminars focus on different aspects of the Jewish 
political tradition—including the idea of freedom in the Hebrew 
Bible, the perspective of Jewish law on the major social-policy 
issues of our age, and the defining speeches of the Zionist 
political tradition. Our core seminars allow students to study key 
texts in depth around the Tikvah seminar table—bringing their 
yeshiva and seminary studies into conversation with the broad 
sweep of Jewish and Western civilization.

Shabbat Retreats: Preparing for Leadership in College
Our Shabbat retreats focus on the theme of leadership—including 
the lessons and legacy of great Zionist leaders like Herzl and 
Menachem Begin, and the meaning of leadership today for young 
American Jews heading to college. Our Shabbat retreats occur 
twice each year, deepening the friendships among our Tikvah 
students as they prepare for the next phase of their lives. We are 
forging the Tikvah community of shared values and ideas.

The Zionist Roundtable: Debating the Future of Israeli Society
The Zionist Roundtable focuses on the great challenges facing 
Israeli society today—such as the security threats from Hamas 
and Hezbollah, the future of the Israeli political system, the role 
of religion in Israeli life, the changing geostrategic map of the 
new Middle East, and the dynamics of the America-Israel alliance. 
Our students meet with leading Israeli public figures—including 
journalists, Knesset members, ambassadors, rabbinic leaders, and 
intellectuals.

A Unique Gap Year Program in Israel
A mix of intense seminars, high-level roundtables, and leadership retreats
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Beren Collegiate 
Forum
A network of student leaders at 60+ colleges—all 
committed to advancing Jewish and American ideals.

Student 
Participants

354
College

Campuses

60+
Campus 
Chapter 

Presidents

33

Campus by campus, we identify students with 
intellectual curiosity, entrepreneurial drive, professional 
ambition, and a deep belief in Tikvah’s core values. 
Every week, we convene Forum members for in-
depth seminars and conversations. We connect them 
with thought leaders in journalism, politics, business, 
and education. We invest in student-led programs, 
publications, and reading groups on campus. Tikvah’s 
aim is to create a national community of public-spirited 
Jewish college students, armed with ideas as they stand 
up for Jewish, Zionist, and American values.

Tikvah’s Beren Collegiate Forum works closely with 
hundreds of exceptional undergraduates around 
the country, creating a rising Tikvah generation 
of committed Jews who aspire to positions of 
intellectual, political, and religious leadership.
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Isabella Brannon
UCLA

Isaac Nadaner
University of

Chicago

Brandon Leach
American University

Leah Powell
Princeton University

Layla Frischman 
University of Toronto

Gabi Negrin
George Washington 

University

Michael Lippman
Columbia University

Joshua Shapiro
Yeshiva University

Avi Koenig
Queens College

Jordan Paraboschi
Cornell University

Alexander Lucero
George Washington 

University

Jacob Shofet
UCLA

Tzivia Lutch
Touro University

Catherine Zelensky
UCLA

Meet Our Campus Presidents

The Political Philosophy of the Hebrew Bible 
An exploration of how the Hebrew Bible illuminates the truths 
of the human condition. Students closely study great essays on 
topics such as the biblical vision of politics embodied in the Ten 
Commandments, the nation-building leadership of Moses, and the 
statesmanship and the heroism of Esther.

Religion and the American Character
A series of conversations about the role of religion in shaping the 
American character. Our students explore how religion lies at the 
heart of American exceptionalism, and why American society 
welcomed Jewish beliefs and practices from the beginning. Thinkers 
we read include Irving Kristol, Milton Himmelfarb, Yuval Levin, and 
Wilfred McClay.

Zionism and Anti-Zionism
A careful study of the political and cultural vision of the Zionist 
founders. Students explore how the creation of a modern Jewish state 
has changed Jewish history and Jewish identity, and how Zionism is 
an answer to the perennial plague of anti-Semitism. We read classic 
sources like Herzl, Jabotinsky, and Ahad Ha’am, and contemporary 
thinkers like Natan Sharansky, Einat Wilf, and Ruth Wisse.

Great Essays & Debates
Our seminars examine works of philosophy, literature, and history that define Jewish civilization.

Tikvah student leaders are shaping campus discourse about Judaism and Israel at universities across the country.

Robert Beren z”l

On August 8, 2023, 
Tikvah lost a great leader, 
benefactor, visionary, and 
friend. Mr. Robert M. Beren 

left his mark on Jewish 
history. May his memory—

and his legacy—be a 
blessing for generations 

to come.



28  STRATEGIC OVERVIEW 2024

Beren Summer 
Fellowship
Tikvah’s flagship program for college students. Eight 
weeks in the arena of Jewish ideas and public policy.

Abraham Accords Peace Institute
Foundation for Defense of Democracies

Office of US Senator Tom Cotton

The Beren Summer Fellows combine serious Jewish 
learning from teachers such as Ruth Wisse, Yuval 
Levin, and Leora Batnitzky with high-level practical 
experiences. Recent projects include working on US-
Israel relations with Senator Tom Cotton’s office, working 
with the Becket Fund to advance American religious 
liberty, developing a new and innovative film series on 
Zionism for American college students, and working 
directly with the Abraham Accords Peace Institute to 
advance peace in the Middle East.

The Beren Summer Fellowship brings together our 
most committed college leaders for a full summer 
in NYC, combining a Tikvah masterclass on the 
strategic challenges facing the Jewish people with 
independent research projects and internships at 
leading policy organizations.

Beren Fellows have interned at the following 
leading institutions:

Vandenberg Coalition
Becket Fund

Philos Project
Hudson Institute
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Isabella Brannon is a junior at UCLA pursuing 
a major in Public Affairs and minors in Religion 
and Digital Humanities. Outside of her studies, 
Bella is the President of Hillel, Editor-in-
Chief of Ha’Am, a bass player in the Klezmer 
Ensemble, and a researcher into bias in artificial 
intelligence with the School of Technology, 
Law, and Policy. Bella became involved with 
Tikvah in high school through the Tikvah 
Scholars Summer Program and Tikvah Online 
Academy. She is now a member of the Tikvah 
College Forum, and she co-led UCLA’s Tikvah 
reading group on Chaim Saiman’s book 
Halakhah: The Rabbinic Idea of Law.

Jacob works in external affairs for the 
Republican Party of Florida, coordinating 
strategy with stakeholders and communities. He 
graduated from the University of Michigan with a 
degree in public policy. For his Beren Fellowship 
project, Jacob worked on the  foreign policy 
team for US Senator Tom Cotton, where he 
produced high-level research on Iranian politics 
and nuclear proliferation. Following his Beren 
Fellowship, Jacob worked as a Hertog Research 
Fellow and special assistant to Ambassador Ron 
Dermer.

Juliana Castillo is an undergraduate at Columbia 
University who spent a fellowship year working 
at Tikvah. She was the assistant director of the 
Tikvah Scholars Summer Program and the 
Solomon Fellowship. In 2022, she researched 
the post-COVID landscape of Jewish education 
as a Beren Summer Fellow. Juliana is also a 
violist and has trained at the Perlman Music 
Program and Juilliard School. This year, she 
is the associate principal of the Columbia 
University Orchestra and a Dolan Prize recipient. 
Juliana is broadly interested in philosophy, 
education (both theory and pedagogy), and the 
intersection of the artistic and the intellectual.

Matthew Samilow is an analyst at a Jewish 
philanthropic foundation in New York. 
He graduated from Cornell University in 
2022 with a degree in Industrial and Labor 
Relations. While in college, Matthew 
led the Freedom Caucus of the Cornell 
Political Union and was a columnist for the 
Cornell Daily Sun. In 2022, he was a Hertog 
Foundation political-studies fellow. Matthew 
lives in New York and is originally from the 
South Florida area. He plans to attend law 
school in the future.

Class of 
2023
Isabella
Brannon

Class of 
2021
Jacob
Viviano

Class of 
2022
Juliana
Castillo

Class of 
2020
Matthew
Samilow

Meet Our Summer Fellows
Every summer, we select 18 Beren Fellows dedicated to advancing the ideals and interests of the Jewish 

people, the state of Israel, and the United States. Meet a few recent alumni:
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Krauthammer 
Fellowship
Launching the next generation of thoughtful and influential 
Jewish intellectuals.

Fellows

50
Published

Pieces

800+
Partner 

Publications

50+

Our fellows come from think tanks, graduate schools, 
magazines, and other civic institutions, bringing a wide 
range of expertise as well as a shared commitment 
to American ideals and the security and flourishing of 
the Jewish state. Our team works closely with each 
Krauthammer Fellow in crafting a major long-form essay 
or series of shorter articles for publication in premier 
outlets. Fellows also participate in online educational 
programming and in-person conferences, during which 
they address serious challenges in politics, culture, and 
Jewish life.

The Krauthammer Fellowship helps advance 
the careers of outstanding young writers and 
intellectuals by bringing their ideas to the public 
square. The program is named in honor of the 
legendary columnist Charles Krauthammer.

Since 2021, the Krauthammer Fellowship
has had:
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Will the Right Always Stand with Israel? 
National Review  |  Daniel Samet and Andrew Gabel
An increasingly China-focused foreign policy has not weakened the American 
Right’s embrace of Israel. But this might not always be so. Political shifts are 
notoriously difficult to predict, great-power rivalry often mars relationships with 
middle powers, and there’s no universal law requiring the GOP to be pro-Israel in 
perpetuity. The conservative case for Israel needs reaffirmation and vigilant defense.

BDS at Harvard
City Journal  | JJ Kimche and Angelique Talmor
Why are Harvard students absorbing and endorsing BDS attitudes? Why have 
they abandoned the pursuit of truth in favor of wholesale condemnation of 
the world’s only Jewish country? And if hatred of the Jewish state becomes 
the default position across campus, do Jewish students have a future at elite 
universities like Harvard?

The Settler and the New Jew
Mosaic Magazine  |  Daniel Kane
What does the Israeli settlement movement stand for? While the streets of 
Tel Aviv are named after the original chalutzim (pioneers), Israeli communities 
beyond the Green Line are today filled with Zionist idealists and close-knit 
communities of faith committed to restoring, settling, and defending the land. 
This essay explores how the new settlers are changing Israeli society.

Equity ≠ Equality
Commentary  | Tal Fortgang
Just a few decades after the vast majority of Americans accepted the civil-rights 
movement’s argument for equality—based on equal treatment rather than 
equal outcomes—they have been told to think again. Equality of opportunity is 
now wrongly treated as a nefarious way to perpetuate disparities. This is bad for 
America and bad for the Jews.

Shabbat Among the Exiles
The Free Press  |  Cole Aronson
The war in Ukraine has upended many Jewish lives. Cole Aronson spent Shabbat 
among the exiles. “Stand and leave the tumult; too long have you lived in the 
valley of tears,” reads the third verse of Lecha Dodi, the central hymn of Friday 
night’s liturgy. On this Shabbat, God brought His people to a way-station between 
war in Ukraine and a Jewish nation free in its land.

Krauthammer 
Fellowship
Launching the next generation of thoughtful and influential 
Jewish intellectuals.

Essays Shaping the Conversation
Our Krauthammer Fellows have published important essays in the world’s leading magazines, 

journals, and newspapers. Here are a few recent examples:
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Tikvah Legal 
Fellowship
A summer program for law students interested in 
advancing Jewish values in the American public square.

Our fellows have been hired by some of
these leading institutions in US law.

Cardozo
Chicago

Columbia
Fordham

Georgetown
Harvard

NYU
Northwestern

Our fellows attend law school at:

LEGAL FELLOWSHIP

For many Jewish students, law school is a crucial gateway 
to effective advocacy for great causes—such as the 
defense of religious liberty, a strong alliance between 
the US and Israel, the promotion of school choice, and 
the restoration of equality under law. The Tikvah Legal 
Fellowship challenges top law students across the 
country to approach their careers as Jewish leaders in 
the civic arena. We connect them to fellow Jews and 
Christians across the country who share these ideals.

The Tikvah Legal Fellowship provides first-and 
second-year law students a unique summer 
experience—including high-level seminars with 
leading figures in the legal profession; internships 
at prestigious law firms and clerkships with federal 
judges; and mentoring as they look ahead to their 
careers.

Penn
Stanford

UVA
Yale
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A student at Harvard Law 
School, Elias will be clerking 
for Judge Steven Menashi 
of the Second Circuit Court 
of Appeals after graduation. 
Before beginning law school, 
Elias received an MPhil in 
political theory from the 
University of Cambridge. He 
has also held positions with 
the Manhattan Institute, the 
New York County District 
Attorney’s Office, and the 
US Attorney’s Office for the 
Southern District of New York.

Ari is an incoming associate 
at Davis Polk & Wardwell 
LLP. A 2023 graduate of 
Harvard Law School. Ari 
was active in Harvard’s 
Federalist Society chapter 
as well as the Jewish Law 
Students Association, and 
edited the Harvard Journal of 
Law and Public Policy. Prior 
to law school, he attended 
New York University’s Stern 
School of Business and 
worked in private equity.

Harry Ballan

Ilya Shapiro

Michael McConnell

Edward Whelan

Josh Blackman

Judge Neomi Rao Judge Matthew H. 
Solomson

Adam White

Judge Alice M.
Batchelder

Judge David Stras

Robert P. George Judge Robert Luck

Elisheva was valedictorian 
of Touro University’s Lander 
College for Women, where 
she earned a degree in history 
and political science. She is 
currently a student at NYU 
School of Law, where she is 
editor-in-chief of the Journal 
of Law and Liberty and vice 
president of Law Students 
Against Antisemitism. She has 
worked at the US Bankruptcy 
Court in the Eastern District of 
New York and as a summer 
associate at Jones Day.

Class of 
2023
Elias
Neibart

Class of 
2022
Elisheva
Marcus

Class of 
2021
Ari
Spitzer

Meet Our Speakers

Meet Our Legal Fellows
Our Tikvah Legal Fellows are exceptional attorneys-in-training interested in public affairs.

Tikvah Legal Fellows learn from leading judges, law professors, and attorneys. Recent speakers include: 
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THE JEWISH
STRATEGY PROJECT

The Jewish 
Strategy Project
Working groups of Tikvah alumni focus on the greatest 
challenges facing the Jewish people in the modern age.

In 2024, the Jewish Strategy Project
will focus on:

Throughout the year, we convene special working 
groups on very focused questions—such as Jews and 
the future of American conservatism, the changing 
nature of the US-Israel alliance, and the reform of 
American higher education. We carefully select our 
most impressive alumni, bringing them together for 
three days of intense analysis with preeminent experts in 
the field and ongoing Zoom sessions that continue the 
discussions.

Tikvah’s alumni are working in every field of Jewish 
and American life—including law and public policy, 
education and culture, and strategy and world 
affairs. The Jewish Strategy Project puts this incred-
ible Tikvah talent network to use.

• Hamas, Iran, and Israeli Strategy

• Artificial Intelligence and Jewish Education: 	
	 Opportunities and Dangers

• Zionism, Anti-Zionism, and the Political Left

• Religious Leadership in the 20th and 21st 	
	 Centuries: Where Do We Go From Here?
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The Jewish 
Strategy Project
Working groups of Tikvah alumni focus on the greatest 
challenges facing the Jewish people in the modern age.

Our 2023 Working Groups
The Jewish Strategy Project focuses on concrete issues facing America, Israel, and the Jews.

Jews and the Future of Conservatism
Princeton, NJ, March 12-14
Led by Witherspoon Institute dean R.J. Snell and Argaman Institute dean 
Ronen Shoval, this working group focused on the future of the conservative 
movements in the United States and Israel. Is American conservatism 
undergoing a fundamental transformation as the voice of conservative 
populism strengthens? Or do the core principles of the Reaganite consensus 
endure? Can Israeli conservatism fashion a governing coalition that brings 
together secular, National Religious, and Haredi citizens? And what can 

Jewish ideas uniquely contribute to conservative political thought? We focused on concrete ways to 
strengthen conservative thinking in the years ahead—including advancing education reform, curbing 
the administrative state, articulating the role of tradition in a modern democracy, and deepening the 
Jewish-Christian alliance.

The Future of the US-Israel Relationship
Washington, DC, May 21-23
Led by Middle East expert and former White House advisor Elliott Abrams 
and former Israeli national security official Eran Lerman, this group explored 
the historical, sociological, and security aspects of the US-Israel relationship.  
They surveyed the evolution of the US-Israel alliance over the past many 
decades, and then focused on overcoming emerging critical policy divisions 
that might emerge over China, Iran, Saudi Arabia, and the Palestinian question. 
The participants were all young practitioners involved in security and foreign 

policy—some in the United States and some in Israel. The connections forged in this group led to 
several co-authored publications and professional friendships that will pay dividends in shaping 
strategic actions by these two countries in years to come.

The Renewal of Jewish Classical Education: K-12 and College 
New York City, April 16-18
Led by Tikvah’s Chief Executive Officer Eric Cohen and Chief Education Officer 
Rabbi Mark Gottlieb, this working group focused on ideas for launching new 
Jewish educational institutions in America, both K-12 Jewish classical schools 
and a new Jewish university. The group explored how the foundational 
principles of Western classical education can be married to traditional modes 
of Jewish learning in Tankah, Talmud, and Hebrew language. And we discussed 
the core elements of a Jewish liberal education at the college level aimed at 

preparing the rising generation of Jewish political, intellectual, and religious leaders. The guiding spirit: 
now is a time to build, because many of our legacy educational institutions have lost their moral and 
intellectual compass.
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National Student 
Leadership 
Conference
Bringing together our top students and alumni from high 
school, college, and the professional world.

At the 2024 National Student Leadership 
Conference, we will have:

190 Participants

����������������������������������������������

Every January, we invite our top high school students, 
college students, graduate students, and young 
professionals for a multi-day conference in Washington, 
DC focused on advancing our Jewish, Zionist, and 
American ideals. In addition to high-level sessions 
with leading thinkers and policymakers, our Tikvah 
students teach each other. High school students see 
what it means to be a Tikvah college leader, and college 
students get to explore the best options for graduate 
school or possible careers in the arena.

“Tikvah” means hope—and nothing inspires greater 
faith in the Jewish future than seeing hundreds of 
Tikvah students gathered together in strength as 
a community. This is the spirit of Tikvah’s annual 
National Student Leadership Conference.
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The Lobel Center for Jewish Classical Education is focused on 
four major initiatives: developing and disseminating a new K-12 
curriculum that immerses students in the best of Western and 
Jewish culture, recruiting and training master teachers, partnering 
with Jewish schools across North America, and launching Tikvah 
classical schools that bring this vision fully to life.
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Lobel Teachers 
Colloquium
Building a community of Jewish educators, school heads, 
and lay leaders committed to Jewish classical education.

The Lobel Colloquium has had:

Inaugural 
Colloquia

4
Participants

100+
Schools 

Represented

55

In our first four colloquia this spring and summer, we 
convened 100+ participants—including experienced 
and aspiring teachers, school heads and principals, 
and active lay leaders and board members. Over three 
intense days, we explored the relationship between 
Western civilization and Jewish studies, organized 
working groups on curriculum development, and 
engaged in strategy sessions on how to build a Jewish 
classical education movement.

Tikvah launched the Lobel Teachers Colloquium—
an ongoing series of three-day conferences and 
workshops at Princeton University—to cultivate 
master educators around the country who are 
interested in bringing Jewish classical education to 
schools across North America.
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Working with Schools Across the Country

Meet Our Lobel Teachers
Educators from every field of Jewish and general studies have joined the Lobel program. Meet a few of our teachers:

The colloquia attracted teachers from more than 50 schools.

Akiba Yavneh Academy
Arizona School for the Arts
Austin Jewish Academy
Bais Yaakov of Baltimore
Barkai Yeshiva
Beth Tfiloh Dahan Community School
Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy
Bnei Akiva Schools of Toronto
Chicago Jewish Day School
Chofetz Chaim Los Angeles
Contra Costa Jewish Day School
Denver Academy of Torah
Emek Hebrew Academy
Frankel Jewish Academy
Fuchs Mizrachi School
Georgetown Day School
Great Hearts Academy Online
Hasten Hebrew Academy of Indianapolis
Hebrew Academy of Miami (RASG)

Hebrew Academy of Long Beach
Heichal Hatorah
ISF Academy
Katz Hillel Day School of Boca Raton
Katz Yeshiva
Lubavitch Girls HS of Chicago
Ma’ayanot Yeshiva High School
Maimonides School
Manhattan Day School
Manhattan High School for Girls
Margolin Hebrew Academy
Mazel Day School
Melvin J. Berman Hebrew Academy
Milken Community School
Milton Gottesman Jewish Day School 
	 of the Nation’s Capital
Montclair Kimberley Academy
Moriah School
Northwest Yeshiva High School

Ohr Chadash Academy
Ramaz School
Robert M. Beren Academy
SAR High School
Shevach Beis Yaakov High School
TanenbaumCHAT
Torah Day School of Dallas
Yeshiva High School of Arizona
Yeshiva of Flatbush
Yeshiva of Telshe
Yeshiva Schools of Pittsburgh
Yeshiva University High School for
	 Boys (MTA)
Yeshiva University High School for
	 Girls (Central)
Yeshiva University High School of
	 Los Angeles (YULA) Boys

Ms. Sharon Bilar-Goldfarb

Ramaz School, Grades 7-8
Ms. Sharon Bilar-Goldfarb is a lawyer who found her true calling in Jewish 
education. She now teaches US history—along with French and Spanish—at 
Ramaz Middle School, and is working closely with Tikvah to develop a model 
curriculum on the Jewish meaning of the American story.

Miss Frieda Wercberger

Manhattan Day School, Grade 2
Frieda Wercberger teaches 2nd grade at Manhattan Day School. She is inspired 
by the idea of exposing young Jews to the classical arts of learning and the 
masterworks of literature that set young minds on the path of appreciating the 
good, the true, and the beautiful.

Rabbi Rick Schindelheim

Fuchs Mizrachi School, Grades 9-12
Rabbi Rick Schindelheim has worked as a Judaic studies director and teacher 
at the Fuchs Mizrachi School in Cleveland since 2013. He is a pioneer in thinking 
about the foundational ideas at the heart of Tanakh and Talmud—and is excited 
to develop new courses with Tikvah that bring Jewish texts into conversation 
with the great ideas of the West.

ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

MIDDLE SCHOOL

HIGH SCHOOL
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MA in Jewish 
Classical Education
A new degree program aimed at developing the next 
generation of Jewish day school teachers.

Developed in partnership with the University of Dallas—
one of the premier universities dedicated to classical 
education—the Tikvah MA program combines the 
study of history, literature, Jewish studies, and classical 
pedagogy. In addition to focusing on in-depth study of 
the humanities, the MA program also offers mentorship 
to students in effective teaching and educational 
leadership. Following graduation, Tikvah will actively 
help place top students at partner Jewish day schools 
and yeshivas.

Jewish day school teachers are heroes, shouldering 
the burden of cultural and spiritual transmission 
and renewal. This fall, we launched a new 
program—the first of its kind—that immerses 
aspiring and experienced teachers in the core 
subjects of the Western classical tradition in a 
uniquely Jewish way.

Our MA program has:

Required 
Credits

36
Inaugural 
Students

16
Core 

Courses

12
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Master Teachers in the Western Tradition
This course studies the master teachers of the Western tradition—exploring 
different methods of teaching and learning, different models of designing 
schools and universities, and the ways in which the culture of education is 
shaped by the perennial pursuit of truth, goodness, and beauty. Students study 
classic works across the disciplines—philosophy, history, literature, theology, 
natural science—and explore the enduring significance of these works in 
shaping the Western tradition of liberal education.

The Classical Philosophy of Education 
This course considers themes such as the relationship between student and 
teacher, the goals of education, the nature of knowledge, and the connection 
between classical education and the common good. We explore these 
questions in light of more fundamental considerations, such as the nature of 
the human person, the relationship between reason and virtue, and the dual 
inheritance of Jerusalem and Athens.

A Unique Course of Study

Sample Syllabi

FALL 2023

FALL 2024

SPRING 2024

SPRING 2025

SUMMER 2024

PHL5381: The Classical Philosophy of Education (3 credits)
HUM6340: Trivium (4 credits)
HUM6325: Great Works of the Ancient World (3 credits)

HUM6344: Quadrivium (4 credits)
HUM6348: Classical Pedagogy, Ancient and Modern (4 credits)
HUM6326: Great Works of the Medieval World (3 credits)

HUM6331: Great Works in the Renaissance & Baroque Eras (4 credits)
JCE202: Tanakh and the Formation of Western Civilization (3 credits)
MAT201: MA Thesis (2 credits)

HUM6333: Great Works of the Modern World (3 credits)
MAT202: Thesis (2 credits) 
JCE 301: The Core Elements of a Jewish Classical School (3 credits)

HUM6191: Summer Intensive: Workshopping Jewish Classical
	            Education (4 credits)

The Tikvah MA is a 36-credit program, offered both part-time and full-time.

Our students enroll in a wide range of core classes and electives tailored to their interests. Here are a few examples:
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Lobel Classical 
Press
Developing a K-12 classical curriculum for Jewish day 
schools and yeshivas around the world.

Faculty 
Working
Groups

7
Teachers Using 
Our Curriculum

44
Titles 

Released

10

The Lobel Center for Jewish Classical Education

TEACHER GUIDE

Famous Lives of Ancient Greece
JOHN H. HAAREN & A. B. POLAND

EDITED BY THE LOBEL CENTER FOR JEWISH CLASSICAL EDUCATION

The Lobel Center for Jewish Classical Education
Ninth Grade History & Literature

Teacher Guide

Tikvah has a distinctive educational vision for young 
Jews—including the study of Western civilization 
through a Jewish lens, Hebrew immersion from 
an early age, and mastery of Tanakh and Talmud 
oriented to the formation of a Jewish worldview and 
way of life.

In the 2023-2024 Academic Year, the 
Lobel Classical Press has:

We launched Lobel Classical Press to produce an 
integrated course of study in every key subject from 
kindergarten through 12th grade—including history, 
literature, the Hebrew Bible, Jewish philosophy, Zionism, 
and Hebrew. We have created working groups of 
experienced teachers to help us perfect our educational 
program, and we have assembled a team of editors, 
intellectuals, and educational leaders to spearhead this 
project. This will be a major multi-year effort. In just our first 
year, our curriculum is being used in 30 different schools.
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Lobel Classical 
Press
Developing a K-12 classical curriculum for Jewish day 
schools and yeshivas around the world.

Western Civilization: A High School Program in History and Literature
The Lobel Center has developed a new four-year program that immerses 
high school students in the religious, cultural, and philosophical 
underpinnings of the West from a uniquely Jewish point of view. Our students 
study history and literature in an integrated way—including the great books 
and defining epochs of Western civilization—as they move from the ancient 
world to the modern age.

The Shakespeare Project: A Jewish Reading of the Bard
Arguably the most important author in the English language, William 
Shakespeare is indispensable in forming our literary, moral, and political 
imagination. To bring his work to life for Jewish students, Tikvah is developing 
a new Shakespeare curriculum that explores his major plays and poems 
through a Jewish classical lens. Our first two titles: As You Like It for middle 
school and Hamlet for high school.

Memoria Press: A Strategic Partner
Memoria Press is one of the most prestigious classical education publishing houses 
in the world, boasting over 1,200 titles. The Lobel Center has forged a strategic 
partnership with Memoria, granting us full rights to adapt, edit, and re-design any 
work in the Memoria canon for use in Jewish schools. Our pilot project is focused 
on the master works of Greek culture—from mythology to Homer’s epics—studied 
in a uniquely Jewish way.

The Lobel Center’s curricular offerings 
promote a comprehensive classical-liberal 

education in which the pursuit of truth is accompanied 
by an appreciation of goodness and beauty in all things. 
Our young students are ready and hungry to read the 
great books, and we help students feel a responsibility 
for the legacy that Judaism made possible in the West 
because of its role in transforming the Greco-Roman 
disciplines in a way that built our civilization. The 
Center’s goal is to educate Jews who understand the 
relationship between their religion and culture, and 
who wish to promote both.

Rabbi Dr. Mitchell Rocklin 
Academic Director & Dean, Lobel Center

Bringing Jewish Classical Education to Life 
Over the next five years, we plan to create a full K-12 course of study in every subject area.

Some early projects include:
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Jews and the 
Western Mind
Bringing the ideas of Jewish classical education to the world.

PART 1: THE JEWISH MEANING OF THE WEST

Why the West? Understanding its Greatness

The West as the Culture Open to Culture

The Creation of Man and the Dawn of Civilization

Man as a Cultic Being: On Religious Revelation

Man as a Covenantal Being: How Judaism Altered the Course of Civilization

The Jew in the West: His Place, Influence, and Responsibility

Revitalizing Cult and Culture: A Jewish Renewal the West

Here is a glimpse of some early episodes:

To build a Jewish classical education movement, we need to awaken parents, teachers, and 
the general public to the foundational ideas of the West. We need to invite them into the grand 
intellectual and spiritual adventure of understanding the origins, meaning, and destiny of 
Western civilization through uniquely Jewish eyes. In 2024, we plan to launch a podcast and 
online course on “Jews and the Western Mind” bringing these ideas to the world.
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PART 2: PAGANS AND JEWS I

Eastern Origins: The West’s Roots in Sumer, Akkad, and Old Babylon

The Bible’s Covenantal Clash with Hammurabi’s Code

Egypt’s Early Dynastic Period and Old Kingdom

The Bible’s Covenantal Clash with Egypt’s Memphite Theology

Middle Kingdom Egypt, Old Assyria, and Old Babylon

Farmers vs. Shepherds in the Bible and Egypt’s Story of Sinuhe

The “Concert of Powers” and the Phoenicians

PART 3: PAGANS AND JEWS II

The Rise of the Hebrews

The Neo-Assyrian and Neo-Babylonian Empires

Gilgamesh and the Bible I: The Hero’s Quest for Greatness

Gilgamesh and the Bible II: The Hero’s Search for Everlasting Life

Gilgamesh and the Bible III: The Flood, the Hero’s Failure, and the Road to Tragedy

Different Deluges: The Uniqueness of the Bible’s Flood Story

Back to the Beginning: Biblical Creation as Covenant

PART 4: PAGANS AND JEWS III

Death: The Bible on Why Mortality is Necessary

Covenant: The Bible on How Man Became Truly Religious

Government: The Bible on How a Nation Should be Ruled and Redeemed

God in Search of Man: The Jewish Meaning of Time

Jews and the Early Persian Empire

Judaism Against Paganism: A Clash of Worldviews

Why Cult is not Enough: On the Significance of Greek Culture

PART 5: THE GREEK ORIGINS OF WESTERN CULTURE

The Origins of Greek Culture

The Early Greek City-State: Politics, Economics, and Expansion

Greek Myths I: Cult, Culture, and Creation

Greek Myths II: The Significance of Covenant

Greek Myths III: The Meaning of Sacrifice

Greek Myths IV: Life, Death, and Suffering

Greek Myths V: Love and Romance for Greeks and Jews
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Tikvah 
Ideas
In essays, books, podcasts, and video courses, Tikvah Ideas aims 
to advance the most serious Jewish thinking about the major 
challenges facing the Jewish people and to explore the enduring 
riches of Jewish, Zionist, and American civilization. Our aim is to 
shape the current debate by taking the long view and to kindle 
Jewish souls by probing the depths of Jewish tradition and history.
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Mosaic’s monthly essays and daily email offer serious analysis and intellectual provocation 
on every subject that matters to the Jewish people. We aim to cover politics, society, culture, 
religion, and the arts with unrivaled depth.

Mosaic 
Magazine
Advancing ideas, argument, and reasoned judgment in all 
areas of Jewish endeavor.

Newsletter 
Subscribers

80,000+
Unique 
Voices 

400+
Years of 

Publishing

10

Four Themes of Mosaic

Judaism & Religion 
Mosaic explores ancient 
and modern Jewish texts 
and practices, mapping 

the Jewish mind and 
probing the Jewish soul. 

History & Ideas
Mosaic chronicles Jewish 

achievement in music, 
the visual arts, and 

architecture; in poetry 
and literature; and in 

leadership and public 
affairs. 

Israel & Zionism
Mosaic explores the 
politics, leaders, and 

providential miracle that 
have shaped the rebirth 
of Jewish sovereignty in 
the ancestral homeland 

of the Jewish people. 

The Jewish World
Mosaic shines a light on 
both the challenges and 

opportunities facing 
contemporary Jewish 
communities in North 
America, Europe, and 

around the world.
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The Spirit of Jewish Classical Education
	 Eric Cohen & Mitchell Rocklin

Jewish teachings have shaped Western civilization from the 
beginning, and Jewish ideas are more essential than ever to 
renewing a modern culture in crisis. What kind of Jewish education 
and curriculum best prepares young Jews for this dual mission: 
carrying forward the Jewish covenant and transmitting the best 
of Western culture? What modes of learning can best shape the 
Jewish mind and heart to appreciate the unique riches of Jewish 
civilization and the ways that Hebraic ideas helped give birth to the 
West and to America? In this visionary essay, the founders of the 
Lobel Center for Jewish Classical Education set forth their vision 
for educating a generation of Menorah Jews, rooted in the texts, 
traditions, and moral vision of our civilizational inheritance.

The Yom Kippur War’s Hidden Calculation
 Michael Doran

Fifty years ago, Egyptian troops crossed the ceasefire line into 
the Sinai Peninsula and Syrian troops invaded the Golan Heights. 
On Yom Kippur 1973, Israel found itself in a war for its survival. 
Assessing five decades’ worth of newly available archival material, 
Michael Doran offers a major retrospective on the Yom Kippur 
War. Unlike Israel’s strategy of preemption in the Six Day War, this 
time Israelis mobilized only after their adversaries attacked. Doran 
explains how that came about, while also bringing readers into the 
decision-making and strategic calculations of some of the war’s 
most important figures: Golda Meir, Moshe Dayan, David Elazar, 
Henry Kissinger, Richard Nixon, and Anwar Sadat.

I.L. Peretz and the Golden Chain
 Ruth Wisse

For decades, the great literary scholar Ruth Wisse has been 
reading, thinking about, and writing about the Polish author who 
straddled the 19th and 20th centuries, and whose work helped 
chart the course of Jewish modernity. The “golden chain” of Jewish 
inheritance is imperiled by the forces of history, but as a founder of 
modern Yiddish literature, I.L. Peretz saw that the writer of fiction 
could serve an indispensable role in transmitting a culture from one 
generation to the next, from biblical prophets to Talmudic sages to 
literary giants like Heine—and himself.

Americans Aren’t Just Becoming 
Less Religious—They’re Abandoning 
Religion

Jewish Conspiracy Theories
Find an Audience in China

What Iran’s Navy Was Doing in Brazil, 
and Why the US Should Be Worried

In the Matter (Again) of J. Robert 
Oppenheimer

It’s the End of the World as We 
Know It

Editors’ Picks
Defining Monthly Essays

FEBRUARY 2023

JUNE 2023

AUGUST 2023

The most wide-ranging daily 
email in the Jewish world, 
Mosaic’s Editors’ Picks are a 
digest of Jewish news, culture, 
history, and ideas.
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The Tikvah 
Podcast
A weekly in-depth conversation on Jews, Judaism, America, 
and Israel with leading thinkers and policymakers.

253,448
Annual

Downloads

180+
Guests 

Interviewed

Hosted by Mosaic Editor Jonathan Silver, the Tikvah 
Podcast invites listeners to a weekly discussion 
about Jewish ideas and Jewish history, literature 
and politics, Israel and America, timeless texts and 
current affairs. 

The age of podcasts has given new life to serious 
conversation, and Jonathan Silver probes the most 
interesting and wide-ranging questions with his guests. 
Over the years, he has spoken with hundreds of writers, 
rabbis, educators, military officers, artists, and political 
figures, including members of Israel’s Knesset, the US 
Senate, and the prime minister of Israel. Episodes explore 
religious and political trends, important new essays and 
books, classic works of Jewish thought, and the state of 
Jewish politics in North America, Europe, and Israel.  
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The Tikvah 
Podcast
A weekly in-depth conversation on Jews, Judaism, America, 
and Israel with leading thinkers and policymakers.

Yaakov Amidror, Should Israel Preemptively Attack Iran?
In the spring of 2023, Yaakov Amidror, Israel’s former national-security advisor 
and a retired IDF major general, remarked during a radio interview that Israel 
must prepare for war. “It’s possible,” he said, “that we will reach a point where we 
have to attack Iran even without American assistance.” Why? Iran, he explained, 
is relatively confident in its regional power in light of a recent agreement with its 
erstwhile rival Saudi Arabia and the fact that America is reducing its involvement 
in the Middle East. Israel, in Amidror’s view, must be ready to take independent 
action to strike Iranian nuclear targets and safeguard its citizens.

Tara Isabella Burton, The Making of the Modern Self
Modern philosophical movements have invited us to look for answers to 
fundamental questions not outside of ourselves—as traditional religions and 
classical philosophical schools did—but instead on the inside. This is an impulse 
to seek contentment through self-realization and to judge ourselves by the 
extent of our authenticity. Modern people do not want the self to melt away into 
something greater, or holier; modern people are self-made. In her recent book, 
Tara Isabella Burton tells how modern people came to believe in the importance 
of creating bespoke personalities, in “branding ourselves,” in self-definition, in 
fashioning desires into purposes.

Cynthia Ozick, The Meaning Behind her Latest Work of Jewish Fiction 
Writing electric prose into her 90s, this year the legendary author Cynthia Ozick 
published a new short story, “The Conversion of the Jews.” Set in the 1930s but 
drawing on the 13th-century disputation between the Jewish-born Dominican 
friar Pablo Christiani and Nahmanides, Ozick’s story asks what compels a 
person to turn against his family, his teachers, his neighbors, and his religion—
and not as a matter of indifference but as a matter of revenge on the sources of 
his own formation. A masterclass in the Jewish literary mind at its best.

Benjamin Netanyahu, Decision-Making Under Pressure
In the final English-language interview that Prime Minister Netanyahu granted 
before resuming the premiership, he focused on three key episodes from his 
recent memoir: his decision to liberalize the Israeli economy as finance minister 
in the early 2000s; his decision to speak in front of the US Congress in opposition 
to the Iran deal in 2015; and his decision to undertake, and then to publicize, 
a massive 2018 Mossad operation that resulted in the seizure of a half-ton of 
records, notes, and plans documenting Iran’s nuclear-weapons program. We 
probe Netanyahu’s political mind at work. 

Every Week, a Conversation that Matters
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MeirSoloveichik.com
Rabbi Meir Soloveichik is one of America’s preeminent Jewish thinkers and rabbis. 
MeirSoloveichik.com is the home of his seminal podcasts, courses, essays, and events.

MeirSoloveichik.com—the online home of Rabbi Meir Soloveichik—now has:

Newsletter 
Subscribers

62,000
Hours of Unique Jewish 
Learning Opportunities

200+
Podcast 
Episodes

601

The Bible365 Podcast

In over 300 15-minute episodes, Rabbi Soloveichik teaches the entire 
Hebrew Bible—from Genesis to Chronicles—uncovering deep meaning 
and enduring insights. He draws on literature, art, archaeology, philosophy, 

American history, and the heroic drama of modern Zionism. The 
Bible365 subscriber community numbers in the thousands—convening 
Americans, Europeans, and Israelis, Jews and Christians, young and 
old—all dedicated to recovering the Hebrew Bible’s wisdom.

  Jerusalem 365 Podcast

In his daily podcast, Rabbi Soloveichik covers the entire 
4,000-year history Jerusalem, from biblical times 
to the present day, along the way guiding listeners 
through the dramatic story of the most interesting 

city in history. Uniting every episode is the conviction 
that Jerusalem is the moral and religious capital of 
the West, and that in uncovering its history we can 
reinvigorate Jewish and Western civilization. 

 Providence and Power

In his new book Providence and Power: Ten Portraits in 
Jewish Statesmanship, Rabbi Soloveichik portrays the 
most consequential Jewish political leaders of the past 
three millennia. Analyzing figures from King David and 
Queen Esther to Louis Brandeis, David Ben-Gurion, and 
Menachem Begin, Rabbi Soloveichik paints a picture of 
Jewish thought and action that inspires students and 
statesmen alike.



Politics in the Parashah
The Five Books of Moses offer rich insight not only into faith and ritual, but also 
into politics, leadership, and human nature. In this podcast and accompanying 
weekly essay, Rabbi Soloveichik will analyze the weekly parashah in search 
of political wisdom. We’ll explore family and society, the act of founding, 
lawgiving, covenant, and peoplehood, and why the teachings of the Torah 
have reverberated throughout political history. 

Faith in Film
People of faith often lament the ways in which contemporary media distort 
the culture and denigrate traditional religion. Yet many films, when viewed 
through a Jewish lens, can offer real spiritual insight. In this eight-part video 
course, Rabbi Soloveichik will explore some of his favorite movies—from 
Groundhog Day and The Ten Commandments to Chariots of Fire and Jiro 
Dreams of Sushi—probing them for the Jewish wisdom they can provide.

Why Jews Do That: Judaism’s Most Unique Rituals 
Why do Jews blow a ram’s horn to mark the new year? Why do they pray 
wearing leather boxes and four-cornered shawls? Why do they shake the lulav 
and etrog? In this 18-episode podcast, Rabbi Soloveichik explores some of 
Judaism’s more outwardly peculiar rituals, explaining why Jews do them and 
why they remain essential to Jewish spiritual life. 

The Rabbi’s Book Club
Readers and listeners of Rabbi Soloveichik’s work remark on the wide range 
of historical and literary references that are woven into his teaching. In this 
online course, Rabbi Soloveichik invites you to join his bi-monthly book 
club, where he’ll re-read some of his favorite books and discuss how they’ve 
shaped him as a teacher, scholar, and Jewish thinker. Some of this year’s 
books include: David McCullough’s Truman, C.S. Lewis’s Screwtape Letters, 
Menachem Begin’s The Revolt, and Maria Johnson’s Strangers and Neighbors. 

Upcoming Learning Opportunities
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Tikvah Online 
University
Our series of in-depth video courses explore the riches 
of Jewish civilization with master teachers and thinkers.

Video 
Episodes

101
Master 

Teachers

15
Course 

Enrollments

52k+

Our courses allow anyone in the world to study the 
masterworks of Jewish literature with Ruth Wisse, the 
meaning of Jewish history with Rabbi Jacob J. Schacter, 
the philosophy of the Hebrew Bible with Micah Goodman 
and Leon Kass, the Zionist story with Daniel Polisar and 
Martin Kramer. Tikvah Online University brings these 
exceptional teachers to life, capturing for all time and for 
everyone the courses they’ve perfected in lecture halls 
around the world.

Our vision for Tikvah Online University is to create the 
most interesting Jewish Studies department in the 
world, with courses on the Hebrew Bible, Jewish and 
Zionist history, Jewish literature and philosophy, and 
the Jewish meaning of Western civilization.
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Course Catalog: Department of 

THE HEBREW BIBLE

Leon Kass 
Founding God’s Nation: 

Reading Exodus

Jacob Wisse 
The Artistic Legacy of the 

Hebrew Bible

Micah Goodman 
The Human Condition: A 
Philosophical Reading of 

Ecclesiastes

Micah Goodman 
Deuteronomy: The Last 

Speech of Moses

Jon D. Levenson 
God and Man in the Book 

of Genesis

Rabbi Meir Soloveichik
 Words That Changed the 

World: The Meaning
of the 10 Commandments

Micah Goodman 
The Book of Samuel: 

Religion, Power, and the 
Longing for Order

Micah Goodman 
The Book of Job: Power, 

Justice, and Divine Ethics
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Rabbi Meir Soloveichik 
Jewish Ideas and the 
American Founders

Rabbi Meir Soloveichik 
Jews and the 

Civil War

Allan Arkush 
The Drama of Modern 

Jewish History

Rabbi Jacob J. Schacter 
Medieval Jewish

History

Rabbi Meir Soloveichik
Four Thousand Years of 

Jerusalem

Rabbi Meir Soloveichik 
Jewish Political Greatness: 
Studies in Statesmanship

Course Catalog: Department of 

JEWISH HISTORY
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Daniel Gordis 
Menachem Begin: Israel’s 

Jewish Prime Minister

Micah Goodman 
Debating Zionism

Daniel Polisar 
Theodor Herzl: The Birth of 

Political Zionism

Yoram Hazony 
The Meaning of Jewish 

Nationalism

Michael Doran 
Israel on the Precipice: The 

Yom Kippur War at 50

Daniel Polisar 
The History of Zionism: 
Building the Impossible 

Dream

Martin Kramer 
Declaring Israel’s 

Independence

Course Catalog: Department of 

ZIONISM & MODERN ISRAEL
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Ruth Wisse 
Daniel Deronda

Ruth Wisse 
The New York 
Intellectuals

Ruth Wisse 
The Wisdom of Jewish 

Literature

Ruth Wisse 
Sholem Aleichem’s Tevye 

the Dairyman

Rabbi Jacob J. Schacter
The Jewish Meaning 

of Memory

Ruth Wisse 
The Liberal Betrayal

of the Jews

Rabbi Jacob J. Schacter
Majesty and Humility: The 
Life, Legacy, and Thought 
of Joseph B. Soloveitchik

Jeffrey Saks 
The Jewish Genius

of S.Y. Agnon

Course Catalog: Department of 

JEWISH CULTURE & IDEAS
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In the course of your career, you’ve taught at distinguished universities like Princeton and NYU. Now, 
most of your teaching happens at Tikvah. What is distinctive about what you do here?
The most liberating and exciting thing about teaching at Tikvah is that the students haven’t absorbed 
the progressive worldview that’s now so common among young people. And I don’t mean political 
ideas, but the assumptions about the world that underlie those ideas. When I teach in other settings, I 
usually have to begin by justifying my own, alternative assumptions. At Tikvah, I can skip that step, and 
go straight into discussing the world and all its complexities. I’m a Zionist, and it’s incredibly liberating to 
be in a roomful of people who don’t automatically associate Zionism with all kinds of sins and crimes.

In the class you’re teaching now, you present a monumental new interpretation of the Yom Kippur War. 
How did you come to that interpretation?
When you first suggested that I give these lectures, I thought, “This will be easy, because I’ve taught 
classes on the history of the Middle East, and I have a basic view of the war that I can present.” Then I 
started to read some things that have been written in the 20 years since I last taught the subject. And 
I also realized that my own understanding of the world has changed, and I have questions 
about the war that never occurred to me before. I started to look for the answers, and 
that eventually led me to an entirely new understanding of the Yom Kippur War and its 
significance.

Why is it important for us to study events like the 1973 war, and military affairs
and statecraft more generally. Why not focus on other things? 
I have a very old-fashioned view. I think that the spine of history is political and military 
history. Social and cultural history are absolutely worth studying, but they can only lead 
to serious insight if they are placed within the context of political and military history.

After I worked in the White House and the State Department, I ended up 
working at the Department of Defense. That experience gave me a very 
different view of how the world works. A lot of people working in the 
government, just like a lot of people in universities, have an idea of the 
Middle East that has no correlation whatsoever to reality. It’s a “dream 
palace,” as the great Lebanese-American scholar Fouad Ajami called it.

In the real Middle East, hard military power is the main driver of events. 
Every Middle Eastern ruler understands that. The United States has 
become so powerful that we’ve developed the illusion that military 
power really isn’t that important. But the world is changing, and if we’re 
not careful we’ll be reminded very soon of what it’s like to feel insecure.

 An Interview with 

Dr. Michael Doran
Dr. Michael Doran left the faculty of Princeton University to serve on the National Security Council at the White 
House. A Senior Fellow at the Hudson Institute, Dr. Doran teaches history and national security at Tikvah.

FEATURED ONLINE COURSE: “ISRAEL ON THE PRECIPICE: THE YOM KIPPUR WAR AT 50”
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 An Interview with 

Professor 
Ruth Wisse
What draws you to writing in Mosaic and teaching at Tikvah?
I have never been in a learning and teaching environment that was so exciting and so fulfilling in every 
way—despite the fact that I’ve spent my entire life in the academy and in the world of ideas. 

What makes the Tikvah community distinct?
First of all, because it has the energy and excitement of something that hasn’t been tried before. Second, 
the people who teach and study at Tikvah believe in the power of ideas to shape human history, both for 
good and for ill. Third, Tikvah is responding to a crisis that has grown much more severe in recent years. 
Americans have lost confidence in themselves, in their country, in their Constitution and Bill of Rights. 
These are some of the greatest achievements of human history, yet so many people have ceased to take 
pride in them, and to make the effort to transmit them to the next generation. And Jews are experiencing 
something similar.

Worse, bad ideas are driving out the good. Tikvah aims to stop that process by taking responsibility for the 
best of Western civilization and for the best of Jewish civilization.

At Harvard and at Tikvah, you’ve pioneered a way of teaching Jewish literature that 
focuses on the existential, moral, religious, and national questions facing the Jewish 
people. Why take this approach? 
It’s the opportunity to address precisely these questions that drew me to this subject. 

Teaching Jewish literature is unlike teaching any other literature in the world. It’s a literature 
that exists in seven or eight languages, and through it you can teach the entirety of the 

Western experience. And it grew out of a response to a crisis of transmission that has a 
lot in common with the one we face today.

You’ve also taught a class about the New York intellectuals. Why do you think 
these thinkers are so important?
These American Jews, children of immigrants, began to realize that they had a 
role to play in bringing strains of Europe into America with a new confidence, 
and also in interpreting America in a new way, And they realized that as 
newcomers they had amazing insights into their country that others didn’t.

This group created a world of ideas all of its own, which was very much 
a product of a particular moment in history that’s now gone. It’s our 
responsibility to build on what they accomplished, through institutions like 
Tikvah and through publications like Mosaic.

A preeminent scholar, a wise teacher, and a fearless voice of Jewish political courage, Ruth Wisse 
exemplifies Jewish leadership in argument and ideas. 
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SEASON 1

Rabbi Nahman of Bratslav, “The Clever Man and the Simple Man”

Y.L. Peretz, “Stories”

Sholem Aleichem, “Dreyfus in Kasrilevke”

Anna Margolin, “I was a Youth”

Isaac Bashevis Singer, “Gimpel the Fool”

Mendele Mocher Sforim, “The Calf”

Isaac Babel, “The Story of My Dovecote”

Haim Hazaz, “The Sermon”

Franz Kafka, “A Report to an Academy”

Abraham Sutzkever, “Who Will Remain?”

SEASON 2

Y.L. Peretz, “The Shabbes Goy”

Yosef Haim Brenner, “Nerves”

Jacob Glatstein, “Without Jews”

Cynthia Ozick, “Envy; or, Yiddish in America”

Sholem Aleichem, “Chava”

S.Y. Agnon, “In the Heart of the Seas”

Isaac Babel, “Argamak”

Kadya Molod-ovsky, “Women’s Songs”

Itzik Manger, “Songs of the Megillah”

SEASON 3

Chaim Grade, “My Quarrel with Hersh Rasseyner”

Y.L. Peretz, “Monish”

Y.L. Peretz, “Bontshe the Silent”

Avrom Reisin, “The Heart-Stirring Sermon”

Y.L. Peretz, “Devotion Unto Death”

Sholem Asch, “Kola Street”

Lamed Shapiro, “White Challah”

Haim Nahman Bialik, “In the City of Slaughter”

Y.L. Peretz, “The Golden Chain”

Sh. Ansky, “The Dybbuk”

Y.L. Peretz, “The Three Gifts”

The Stories Jews Tell: A Podcast with Ruth Wisse
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Tikvah Israel & 
Shalem College

8
STUDENT 

PROGRAMS

5
LEADING 

PUBLICATIONS

250k+
BOOKS 
SOLD

Over the past few years, Tikvah Israel has moved to the very 
center of the Israeli national debate. Our student programs 
immerse Israeli college students and young professionals in the 
foundational ideas of political, economic, and strategic thought. 
Tikvah alumni hold key positions of influence in every sector 
of Israeli society. And our publications address the strategic 
imperative to preserve a strong and sovereign Israel.
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Argaman
Institute
Educating a new generation of Israeli political, intellectual, 
and civic leaders.

Alumni

1,000
Annual 

Applications

1,200
Acceptance 

Rate

5%

Every year, the Argaman Institute selects roughly 
100 exceptional Israeli undergraduates, MA and PhD 
students, and young professionals for an intensive year 
of learning. Our programs include extensive reading of 
classic texts and policy papers, independent research 
and writing, public presentations, and debates. Our 
students are hungry to bring new thinking into the Israeli 
public square, and they are committed to careers in 
politics, journalism, law, national security, and education.

The Argaman Institute immerses Israeli university 
students and young professionals in the foundational 
ideas of political, economic, and strategic thought 
and the highest-level analysis of the great challenges 
facing modern Israeli society.



Argaman
Institute
Educating a new generation of Israeli political, intellectual, 
and civic leaders.

Adam Smith Program: Economics, Policy & the Free Society
While Israel’s dynamic hi-tech sector is world-renowned, the rest of the 
Israeli economy is over-taxed, heavily regulated, and in urgent need 
of reform. The Adam Smith program works with advanced graduate 
students and young policymakers to advance new ways of thinking about 
the Israeli economy. Our seminars explore the relationship between 
economic and political freedom, the drivers of economic growth, and 
the debate between free markets and socialism.

Churchill Program: Strategy, Diplomacy & Security
The Churchill Program focuses on developing a new generation of national 
security leaders. Moving from classical thinkers like Thucydides, Machiavelli, 
and Clausewitz to the latest analysis of Israeli military engagements against 
Hamas and Hezbollah, our program provides a thorough grounding in the 
philosophy of international relations. We study the core ideas of grand 
strategy, the military history of Israel, and the threat matrix facing Israel today.

Antonin Scalia Program: Law & Public Policy
Over the past few years, Israel has engaged in a great debate about the 
Israeli legal and political order. The Antonin Scalia program will focus on 
developing a new generation of legal thinkers, judges, and policymakers who 
understand competing traditions of judicial thinking and seek to apply them 
to the challenges facing Israel. This includes assessing the possibility of an 
Israeli constitution and debating the role of the Supreme Court, the Knesset, 
and the administrative state.

Exodus: The Foundations of Political Thinking
Exodus is our gateway program for Israeli university students, with seminar 
tracks in Jerusalem and Tel Aviv. Our students progress from the foundational 
texts of modern economic and political philosophy (e.g. Adam Smith, Edmund 
Burke, Alexis de Tocqueville, F.A. Hayek); to the study of great statesmen 
and strategists (e.g. Ben Gurion, Henry Kissinger, Ronald Reagan, Margaret 
Thatcher); to the careful analysis of key Israeli public policy issues.

Herzl Program: Jewish & Zionist Thought
The Herzl Program focuses on the relationship between traditional 
Jewish ideas and the future of modern Israeli society. Moving from the 
political teachings of the Hebrew Bible to the founding fathers of the 
Zionist movement, Herzl students explore how to preserve Jewish values 
in an increasingly post-modern, post-nationalist, post-religious age. Our 
aim is to develop a new generation of intellectual leaders who believe 
in Israeli exceptionalism.

The Five Programs of the Argaman Institute
Each fellowship program is focused on a specific area of thought and public policy.
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Forum for 
Law & Liberty
Advancing serious learning and debate about the 
Israeli legal system.

4 Programs in 5 Universities

7,000

Over the past year, Israel has engaged in a great and 
unresolved debate about the question of Israeli legal 
reform that touches on religion, national security, the 
economy, and the general political culture. The aim 
of the Law and Liberty Forum is to help law students, 
young professionals, and the broader society think more 
clearly–and with more intellectual rigor–about the most 
consequential legal questions facing Israeli society.

Launched in 2019, the Forum for Law and Liberty 
aims to educate a new generation of legal thinkers, 
judges, and policymakers who understand the 
great debates in judicial philosophy and who 
believe in the core principles of judicial restraint, the 
separation of powers, and limited government.

Annual Event and 
Program Participants
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How the Forum is Shaping Debate

Forum Chapters: Creating a Network at Israeli Law Schools
Working with both student leaders and high-level professors, we 
have established active Forum for Law & Liberty chapters at every 
major Israeli law school—including Hebrew University, Tel Aviv 
University, Bar Ilan University, and Reichman University. Our Forum 
chapters sponsor public debates and discussions with prominent 
public figures, bring together students for working groups and 
panels, and sponsor writing contests and research projects.

Shaping the Public Conversation: Podcasts & Publications
Ideas matter. So we launched a series of new projects—including 
long-form magazine articles, translations of important works of 
judicial philosophy, regular podcasts, and online debates—that 
enhance the Israeli legal discourse. Our aim is to provide an active 
forum focused on current affairs and to create a new canon of 
Israeli judicial thinking building on the Jewish, Anglo-American, 
and Israeli legal traditions.

Summer Institute: Educating Future Judicial Leaders
Every summer, we invite the top 20 law students in our network—
including our chapter leaders—for a two-week residential 
summer fellowship. Our summer program combines the study of 
classical judicial philosophy with a detailed analysis of the major 
legal issues in Israeli society today. Our faculty includes some of 
the preeminent legal minds from Israel and around the world and 
influential judges and policymakers from all sides of the current 
Israeli debate.

Connecting America & Israel: People and Ideas
The Forum for Law and Liberty actively connects the legal worlds 
of America and Israel. This includes exchange programs for our 
students, inviting visiting speakers and professors from the US 
to Israel and from Israel to the US, and a global advisory board 
that includes world renowned legal scholar Richard Epstein, 
Georgetown University Professor Randy Barnett, Columbia 
Professor Philip Hamburger, former Israeli Minister of Justice 
Daniel Friedmann, and Nobel Prize winner Robert Aumann.

Our focus is on educating law students, creating a network, and promoting serious thinking.
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Haredi Leadership
Project
Strengthening the Haredi contribution to Jewish culture 
and the Jewish state.

50,000  
Unique Monthly 

Readers 
of Tzarich Iyun

500+  
Leadership 

Program 
Alumni

The Haredi community is growing faster than any other 
sector of Israeli society, and it is more important than 
ever for Haredi citizens to contribute to the economic 
well-being, political strength, and national security 
of the Jewish state. Through a bold set of initiatives—
including a Haredi magazine of ideas called Tzarich 
Iyun, fellowship programs for Haredi students, and the 
creation of new Haredi institutions—Tikvah is helping to 
form the rising Haredi generation in Israel.

Led by Rabbi Yehoshua Pfeffer, Tikvah’s Haredi 
Leadership Project has two core aims: to advance 
serious new thinking about the future of the 
Haredi community in Israel and to educate a new 
generation of Haredi leaders who take greater civic 
responsibility for the Jewish nation.
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Tzarich Iyun: A Haredi Magazine of Ideas 

Tzarich Iyun is a unique and groundbreaking 
Haredi journal and website, which provides a 
platform for piercing discussion and debate 
on contemporary social, political, and religious 
questions. Subjects include Haredi involvement 
in the Israeli economy and army, the curricular 
vision of Haredi schools, the role of men and 
women in Haredi society, and the Haredi 
understanding of Israeli nationalism.

With greater Haredi integration in broader Israel, the Haredi community requires a new generation 
of leaders to elucidate its own ideals, face up to its present challenges, and communicate the 
community’s changing relationship with other sectors of Israeli society. Tzarich Iyun’s long-form 
essays provide in-depth analysis of these questions. We supplement the Hebrew-language version 
of Tzarich Iyun with an English edition, a literary supplement that publishes high-quality short stories 
(Bein Hazemanim), and a popular magazine (Hamakom) that aims to galvanize and mobilize Haredi 
families who seek to combine civic responsibility with deep religious commitment. Tzarich Iyun has 
become the center of gravity for a new Haredi conversation.

Haredi Leadership Programs 

Our seminars and fellowships introduce Haredi 
students and young professionals to new ways of 
thinking about Israeli society and public policy—
including economics, nationalism, political thought, 
jurisprudence, and the future of the Israeli family. 
We provide a forum for participants to develop 
a modern Haredi approach to these questions, 
informed by a deep sense of responsibility for the 
national future of Israel. Our younger students are 
still fully immersed in yeshiva and seminary studies, 

and our more advanced participants hail from a wide range of influential positions in journalism, 
politics, the rabbinate, and Israel’s civil service.

Our vibrant alumni community includes many hundreds of men and women who are now building 
the institutions, programs, and projects required for moving the Haredi community toward a healthy 
integration in Israel that builds upon the religious and communal values embodied within Haredi 
society at its best.

Haredi Leadership
Project
Strengthening the Haredi contribution to Jewish culture 
and the Jewish state.

Ideas for Haredi Citizenship
Through our publications, seminars, and conferences, we are changing the Haredi discourse
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Tikvah launched Shibboleth Press to bring the most important books—both enduring classics 
and new works on current affairs—to the very center of Israeli discourse. We publish 10 books 
per year on social and economic thought, military strategy, political biography, Jewish history, 
and modern Zionism.

Capitalism, 
Socialism, and 
Democracy
Joseph 
Schumpeter
In this prophetic 
classic of economic 
and political 
thought, Jospeh 
Schumpeter (a 
preeminent thinker 
in the Austrian 
school of economics) 

explains the tensions and conflicts between 
capitalist and socialist ways of thinking. He 
introduces the idea of “creative destruction,” 
exploring how the innovative drivers of 
progress reshape our culture, our institutions, 
and our society.

Bibi: My Story
Benjamin 
Netanyahu
In his memoir, Prime 
Minister Netanyahu 
weaves together his 
gripping personal 
story with the 
dramatic history 
of Israel and the 
Jewish people. 
He narrates his 
own development 

from soldier to statesman, providing a 
unique perspective on the nature of political 
leadership, the politics of the Middle East, the 
reform of the Israeli economy, and the deeper 
meaning of the Zionist project.

Shibboleth
Press
A Hebrew-language book series that is reshaping the 
Israeli national debate. 

Over 250,000 Books Sold

3,000 Annual Subscribers to Our Full Shibboleth Book Series



גדולים  שאנשים  לנו  ומזכיר  השראה  מעורר 
יכולים לשנות את ההיסטוריה

פגי נונאן

האיש שהפיל 
את מסך הברזל

סיפורו של רונלד רייגן

ארז תדמור

חדשני ומוגש באורח משכנע ומהנה: חיי התורה 
והמערביים האוניברסליים  לערכים   מתאימים 

הרבה יותר מסגנון החיים הליברלי והתקין-פוליטי

משה קופל

 לחיות
כמו יהודי

מדוע המסורת תמשיך 
לקבור את מנבאי מותה?

פרופ' ישראל אומן

'ברורות' כשלעצמן. אכן, אין לך דבר  אין מילים 
פחות ברור מהקביעה כי המלים הן 'ברורות'.

גדי טאוב

אהרן ברק

ניידים ונייחים
מאבקן של האליטות כנגד 

הדמוקרטיה הישראלית

Shibboleth
Press
A Hebrew-language book series that is reshaping the 
Israeli national debate. 

The Shibboleth Library
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Hashiloach
Magazine
Israel’s most influential journal of political, cultural, and 
economic ideas.

5,000
Subscribers

With roughly 5,000 paid print subscribers and a 
much larger readership online, Hashiloach is the most 
widely read Hebrew-language publication of its kind. 
Hashiloach articles are regularly discussed in the 
political arena, the academy, the legal world, and the 
cultural centers of Israeli life. Every issue includes a 
variety of researchers and scholars, policymakers and 
practitioners, prominent Israeli intellectuals and first-
time writers.

A quarterly print journal and website, Hashiloach 
publishes long-form essays on every aspect 
of Israeli society—from the future of the Israeli 
economy to the meaning of Zionism, from the 
transformation of the Middle East to the reform of 
Israeli schools, from Israeli military strategy to the 
vitality of the Israeli family.

30,000
Website Views 

Annually



2018 |  אפריל  |  ניסן תשע"ח     09

האומנם שליש מילדי ישראל ענייםה עמיעד כהן 
הוירה ליהודיםב עזרה לפלירים: מורה נבוכים הדס לנציאנו

האקדמיה בורחת מן האתיקה אסא כשר
שתי ודות לאוקיינוסב ואותו אתור לזהות היהודית אהרן אריאל לביא

המחנה הנרון: ניצחוןב ווויעה והישארות הנפש אהוד פירר

וום: המסע של נחמה פוחצ’בסקי לוליל ועוד צפונהב
היידי )דני אורבך( נורלת את רשות הדיבור ודוד ליברמן קורא במסכת בבא מציעא

2021 ינואר    | תשפ״א   שבט    |   23

 הבדווים וישראל: תמונת מצב ושורשי הכשלים • עקיבא ביגמן
 שוד עתיקות מתמשך לאור היום • מוריה תעסן־מיכאלי
 הרדיקליזציה של האקטיביזם השיפוטי • דניאל פרידמן

 לאן נעלמה 'נציבות הדורות הבאים' בכנסת? • אהרן אריאל לביא 
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56 ש"ח מחיר: 

hashiloach.org.il   |     השילוח

מירושלים:  היוצאת  האמת  את  ישעיהו  כינה  הַהֹלְכִים לְאַט",  לֹחַ  הַשִּׁ "מֵי 
מרחיקת ראות, יסודית – ולא פעם מציעה מבט שונה מזה של השיח השגור. 
רעננה  מעמיקה,  לכתיבה  בית  להיות  מבקש  "השילוח"  העת  כתב  זו,  ברוח 
מן   – וכציונים  כיהודים  אדם,  כבני  לנו  שחשוב  מה  כל  על  יריעה  ורחבת 
במדיניות  המושכל  לדיון  ועד  זמננו  בן  האנושי  הקיום  של  הגדולות  השאלות 
מורא  ללא  לדיון  במה  להיות  נועד  "השילוח"  לישראל.  הראויה  הציבורית 
וללא משוא פנים, אך מתוך כבוד עמוק למורשת התרבותית של הציוויליזציה 

המערבית, ובמיוחד לזו שלנו, שמקורה בציון.

אחד-העם,  של  בעריכתם  העברי  העת  לכתב  מחווה  הוא  "השילוח"  של  שמו 
דור  של  המובהק  קולו  ושימש  הציונות  ראשית  את  שליווה  וביאליק,  קלוזנר 
התחייה. "השילוח" רואה אור בירושלים מטעם קרן "תקווה", העוסקת בחינוך 

אקדמי לקידום ערכים של חירות, יהדות וציונות. 

 וגם: היזמות והשמרנות בשירות המזרח התיכון החדש ליאור זטלאוי  
הציונות הדתית משכתבת את ההיסטוריה ראובן גפני | מי צריך חוקי יסוד? דוד בן-גוריון  

הבשורה הדתית: צור ארליך על רליגיה ואריק גלסנר על המלכות 

2020 פברואר    | תש״ף   שבט    |   18

 לב השיח: ארבעה מאמרים על שפיטה, חקיקה, פיקוח והפרדת רשויות 
 נעם סולברג • משה גולן • שרון חסון • גיל ברינגר

 רפואה ציבורית - החסרונות הלל גרשוני • מבט מקרוב על המודל השבדי ליאורה לויאן
המוסר המערבי הישן: מה שהפסדנו גרטרוד הימלפרב
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מירושלים:  היוצאת  האמת  את  ישעיהו  כינה  הַהֹלְכִים לְאַט",  לֹחַ  הַשִּׁ "מֵי 
מרחיקת ראות, יסודית – ולא פעם מציעה מבט שונה מזה של השיח השגור. 
רעננה  מעמיקה,  לכתיבה  בית  להיות  מבקש  "השילוח"  העת  כתב  זו,  ברוח 
מן   – וכציונים  כיהודים  אדם,  כבני  לנו  שחשוב  מה  כל  על  יריעה  ורחבת 
במדיניות  המושכל  לדיון  ועד  זמננו  בן  האנושי  הקיום  של  הגדולות  השאלות 
מורא  ללא  לדיון  במה  להיות  נועד  "השילוח"  לישראל.  הראויה  הציבורית 
וללא משוא פנים, אך מתוך כבוד עמוק למורשת התרבותית של הציוויליזציה 

המערבית, ובמיוחד לזו שלנו, שמקורה בציון.

אחד-העם,  של  בעריכתם  העברי  העת  לכתב  מחווה  הוא  "השילוח"  של  שמו 
דור  של  המובהק  קולו  ושימש  הציונות  ראשית  את  שליווה  וביאליק,  קלוזנר 
התחייה. "השילוח" רואה אור בירושלים מטעם קרן "תקווה", העוסקת בחינוך 

אקדמי לקידום ערכים של חירות, יהדות וציונות. 

וגם: יואב שורק על המוסר שמדכא דור, צור ארליך על החלל שהותירו נפילי הספרות 
 העברית וג'פרי וולף על הצורך בשפה משותפת ליהדות הישראלית.

מסמך: השגריר האמריקני על טראמפ וההתנחלויות

2020 נובמבר    | תשפ״א   כסלו    |   22

 איך הודרו היופי והגיוון ממדעי הרוח • יואל מטרני
 כשחוקי הפטנטים מעכבים חדשנות • הודיה למפרט

 אספת עם: בסיס חיוני לחוקה • רבקי דב"ש
 השמרנות הדמוקרטית של האציל הצרפתי • עמנואל נבון 
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מירושלים:  היוצאת  האמת  את  ישעיהו  כינה  הַהֹלְכִים לְאַט",  לֹחַ  הַשִּׁ "מֵי 
מרחיקת ראות, יסודית – ולא פעם מציעה מבט שונה מזה של השיח השגור. 
רעננה  מעמיקה,  לכתיבה  בית  להיות  מבקש  "השילוח"  העת  כתב  זו,  ברוח 
מן   – וכציונים  כיהודים  אדם,  כבני  לנו  שחשוב  מה  כל  על  יריעה  ורחבת 
במדיניות  המושכל  לדיון  ועד  זמננו  בן  האנושי  הקיום  של  הגדולות  השאלות 
מורא  ללא  לדיון  במה  להיות  נועד  "השילוח"  לישראל.  הראויה  הציבורית 
וללא משוא פנים, אך מתוך כבוד עמוק למורשת התרבותית של הציוויליזציה 

המערבית, ובמיוחד לזו שלנו, שמקורה בציון.

אחד-העם,  של  בעריכתם  העברי  העת  לכתב  מחווה  הוא  "השילוח"  של  שמו 
דור  של  המובהק  קולו  ושימש  הציונות  ראשית  את  שליווה  וביאליק,  קלוזנר 
התחייה. "השילוח" רואה אור בירושלים מטעם קרן "תקווה", העוסקת בחינוך 

אקדמי לקידום ערכים של חירות, יהדות וציונות. 

וגם: חזון העיתונות של נחום סוקולוב | וולבק והספרות העברית אריק גלסנר | ממשלה כדירקטוריון תומר 
 מוסקוביץ' | קריסת העובדות בנרטיב החטיפה אבשלום בן-צבי ואבי פיקאר | כשלי התיאוריה הביקורתית 

דני אורבך | כשנתניהו נהיה קיסינג'ר אופיר זיגלמן | ברית אסטרטגית עם יוון ניצן דוד פוקס

2020 יוני    | תש״ף   תמוז    |   20

 תוכנית חירום כלכלית • הודיה למפרט
 ההנשמה אינה מחייה מתים • דוד שטיין

 האומנם רבות מסורבות הגט? • דוד ברלינר ויואב מזא"ה
 ממלכתיות מתוך מחלוקת • ידידיה שטרן | בית שני נוסח הפדרליסט • שגיא ברמק

ראוי ומצוי: ביקורת על אחד משורשי הליברליזם • חיים נבון 
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56 ש"ח מחיר: 

hashiloach.org.il   |     השילוח

מירושלים:  היוצאת  האמת  את  ישעיהו  כינה  הַהֹלְכִים לְאַט",  לֹחַ  הַשִּׁ "מֵי 
מרחיקת ראות, יסודית – ולא פעם מציעה מבט שונה מזה של השיח השגור. 
רעננה  מעמיקה,  לכתיבה  בית  להיות  מבקש  "השילוח"  העת  כתב  זו,  ברוח 
מן   – וכציונים  כיהודים  אדם,  כבני  לנו  שחשוב  מה  כל  על  יריעה  ורחבת 
במדיניות  המושכל  לדיון  ועד  זמננו  בן  האנושי  הקיום  של  הגדולות  השאלות 
מורא  ללא  לדיון  במה  להיות  נועד  "השילוח"  לישראל.  הראויה  הציבורית 
וללא משוא פנים, אך מתוך כבוד עמוק למורשת התרבותית של הציוויליזציה 

המערבית, ובמיוחד לזו שלנו, שמקורה בציון.

אחד-העם,  של  בעריכתם  העברי  העת  לכתב  מחווה  הוא  "השילוח"  של  שמו 
דור  של  המובהק  קולו  ושימש  הציונות  ראשית  את  שליווה  וביאליק,  קלוזנר 
התחייה. "השילוח" רואה אור בירושלים מטעם קרן "תקווה", העוסקת בחינוך 

אקדמי לקידום ערכים של חירות, יהדות וציונות. 

וגם: דביר שוורץ בעקבות 'הדבר' של קאמי | עמיעד כהן ואבי וולף על המהומות בארה"ב | מאמרו הראשון של 
אליעזר בן-יהודה | עומר מואב על 'מסע האנושות', בכל סרלואי על דורי מנור ואריק גלסנר חוזר לפרויד

Are Israeli Children Poor?
Amiad Cohen
Over the past few decades, Israel has become one of the wealthiest 
and most dynamic societies in the world. So why does the Israeli 
Social Security system continue to classify so many Israelis as living 
in poverty? Does their criteria for defining poverty make sense? What 
does this mean for the size, scope, and spirit of the Israeli welfare state?

Wilderness: The Bedouin of the Negev and the State of Israel
Akiva Bigman
The Bedouin community now presents a real strategic challenge 
to Israel—raising questions about Israeli sovereignty and control of 
its own territory, about crime and national security, about economic 
dependence and responsibility, and about the place of non-Jews in 
Israeli society.

Subjective Values, Objective Judges
Justice Noam Solberg
By any objective measure, Israel has one of the most activist judiciaries 
in the democratic world. What are the origins and guiding philosophy of 
Israeli judicial activism? What are the political and civic consequences? Is 
there an alternative judicial philosophy? These questions are explored in 
this seminal essay by Israeli Supreme Court Justice Noam Solberg.

The Sanctity of Life and the Disgrace of the Dying
David Stein
The Jewish tradition is unequivocal and unrivaled in its belief in the 
sanctity of every human life. We seek to preserve life through medicine 
and to stand against premature and unnecessary death. But are there 
circumstances when the preservation of life is an affront to human 
dignity? A young doctor’s disturbing account of prolonged mechanical 
ventilation practices in Israel.

A Poisonous Remedy: The Renewable Energy Trend
Yonatan Dubi
The dream of renewable energy fuels the scientific imagination, 
and there have been impressive advances in areas like wind and 
solar power. But how sustainable and reliable are these new energy 
solutions? Is government policy promoting renewable energy doing 
more damage than good to the health and well-being of modern 
societies?

Long-form essays and articles that grapple with the key issues facing Israeli society

Ideas that Shape Israeli Discourse
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The Hertog Forum 
for National 
Security
An annual conference of world leaders to discuss the major 
strategic challenges facing Israel, America, and the Western 
democratic world.

We launched the Hertog Forum in 2023 to offer new thinking about how Israel and its allies 
navigate a world of grave dangers and new opportunities. We focused on the Iran threat, the 
strategic ambitions of Russia and China, the possible normalization of Israel-Saudi relations, 
the changing power structure in the Middle East, and the future of the America-Israel alliance.  
With the recent attacks on Israel by Hamas and its terror-state allies, the significance of Israeli 
strategic clarity is more profound than ever. This will be our focus at the Hertog Forum 2024.

Tuesday, February 21, 2023

A Grand Strategic Vision for IsraelDAY 1 

Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu Walter Russel MeadAmiad Cohen
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The Hertog Forum 
for National 
Security
An annual conference of world leaders to discuss the major 
strategic challenges facing Israel, America, and the Western 
democratic world.

Wednesday, February 22, 2023

American Global Leadership
and the US-Israel AllianceDAY 2 

Thursday, February 23, 2023

The Politics and Partnerships of the FutureDAY 3 
Tuesday, February 21, 2023

A Grand Strategic Vision for Israel
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Yaakov Amidror Senator Tom Cotton

Dr. Ebtesam Al-Ketbi Sec. Mike Pompeo

Karen Elliot House

Natan SharanskyHon. Elliott Abrams Ambassador David Friedman Ambassador Tom Nides
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Supporting
Shalem College
A Jewish liberal arts college focused on educating 
Zionist leaders.

Over the past two decades, Tikvah has partnered 
with Shalem—initially as a think tank and now as a 
degree-granting college—to strengthen the intellectual 
leadership of the Jewish state. Shalem is expanding 
towards 200+ full-time BA students, and Shalem 
graduates have already emerged as leaders in the 
worlds of business, education, and public policy.

Founded in 2013, Shalem College is a four-year 
undergraduate program in the very heart of 
Jerusalem. Its purpose: to immerse the future 
leaders of Israel in a core curriculum of Jewish, 
Western, and Zionist civilization.

Middle Eastern and Islamic Studies

Strategy, Diplomacy, and Security

Philosophy and Jewish Thought

Three Unique Majors:
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An Update from Shalem’s Leadership
A letter from Dr. Russ Roberts, the president of Shalem College

As I begin my third year as President of Shalem College, I want to 
share some of what our remarkable team has accomplished and 
where we hope to head in the future.

•	 Inside the Shalem Classroom: Since appointing Leon Kass as 
Dean of the Faculty in early 2021, we have relentlessly focused 
on the special dignity of the classroom, on elevating faculty 
who can serve as intellectual pillars for the long haul, and on 
talent-scouting young scholars who can teach what we teach 
the way we teach it. 

•	 Expanding the Student Body: To increase our impact on Israeli 
society through our graduates, we determined that we must grow our cohort sizes 
from an average of 50 to roughly 100 per year—slightly larger (when scaled for Israel’s 
population) than the graduating classes of Harvard and Yale combined. This growth will 
also allow us to maintain critical mass as we add academic offerings, build a more robust 
full-time faculty, and secure permanent accreditation.

•	 Shalem in the Public Square: This past year, my colleagues and I worked to lay the 
groundwork for magnifying Shalem’s profile within Israel as a premier undergraduate 
program for Israel’s future leading citizens. This includes a national conference; a 
Shalem-branded series on the popular “Think and Drink Different Podcast”; and a series 
of speaking engagements targeting leading tech companies and venture capital funds.

•	 Educating Leaders: When Shalem was little more than an idea in the minds of its 
founders, the vision was always to build not a four-year college, but a forty-year college, 
the first four of which would be in residence. Our graduates have already achieved 
remarkable success. They are making their mark by assuming positions of influence in all 
major areas of Israeli society. 

•	 New Majors: The new major in “Strategy, Diplomacy, and Security” is designed to 
cultivate strategic thinkers who can meet Israel’s geopolitical and domestic challenges 
with historical perspective, big-picture thinking, and effective leadership. And we’re now 
working on a major in the area of economics and public policy that will advance Israel’s 
prosperity and stability through a focus not on theoretical economics, but on human 
flourishing, decision-making under uncertainty, market forces, and data analysis.

While we did not anticipate the specific political and cultural moment in which Israel now finds 
itself, we built the college to respond to just such a moment—a moment when Israel needs 
thoughtful leaders more than ever. 

 
Russ Roberts 
Jerusalem
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Building a new generation of committed Jews and Zionists. 
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Jewish Leadership 
Conference
Tikvah’s annual summit on the big questions confronting 
America, Israel, and the Jewish people.

Since 2017, the JLC has convened:

Participants

5k+
Speakers

82
Sessions

86

Rabbi Meir Soloveichik

Each year, hundreds of Tikvah supporters, students, 
and alumni come together to discuss why Jewish ideas 
are essential to the renewal of Western civilization and 
to debate the critical issues facing the Jewish people, 
Israel, and American democracy. The JLC embodies the 
spirit of Tikvah—gathering leaders, focusing on serious 
ideas, and building a movement dedicated to shared 
ideals. 

The Jewish Leadership Conference (JLC) was 
founded in 2017 to bring together the world’s 
leading thinkers, statesmen, and institution builders 
to discuss the major challenges and opportunities 
facing Jewish civilization in the modern age.
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Jewish Leadership 
Conference
Tikvah’s annual summit on the big questions confronting 
America, Israel, and the Jewish people.

Dr. Leon Kass, 2023 Herzl Prize Laureate
We are deeply honored to award Dr. Leon Kass—one of the most 
profound Jewish thinkers and educators of our age—the Herzl Prize 
for Jewish Leadership. Dr. Kass is a master teacher of the great works 
of philosophy and literature that illuminate the enduring truths of the 
human soul, and he is the author of three magisterial commentaries on 
the Hebrew Bible, which have reshaped how we think about and teach 
the foundational texts of Jewish civilization. He is the dean of faculty 
at Shalem College and Professor Emeritus in the Committee on Social 
Thought at the University of Chicago. In his life, his classrooms, and his 
writing, Dr. Kass embodies the Tikvah educational project in full.

The Spirit of Jewish and Zionist Education: A Generational Purpose
The biggest long-term challenge facing the Jewish people is how to 
educate a rising generation of committed Jews, proud Zionists, and 
patriotic Americans. We all know the problems: rising anti-Semitism and 
anti-Zionism, widespread assimilation and indifference, the woke assault 
on Jewish and American values. The only enduring answer is the renewal 
of Jewish education.  At JLC 2023, we heard from leading thinkers and 
institution-builders—including Jewish intellectuals Rabbi Meir Soloveichik 
and Ruth Wisse on the aims of Jewish education; university leaders Larry 
Arnn and Robert George on the situation on campus; and Bill Barr and 
Paul Clement on the prospects for a renaissance of religious education.

JLC 2023: In Focus

Larry Arnn

Alana Newhouse Hon. Elliott AbramsRabbi Meir Soloveichik

Hon. Paul Clement

Dan Senor

Hon. Bill Barr

Christine Rosen

Robert George Maj. Gen (Ret.) Yaakov
Amdidror

Michael Doran

Ruth Wisse

Meet Our 2023 Speakers

Our defining question this year: Will our children defend America, Israel, and Jewish Civilization?

Here are just some of the leading thinkers and institution builders who joined us at JLC this year:
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Jewish Parents 
Forum
A national community of parents committed to raising 
morally courageous Jews, Zionists, and American citizens.

Since 2021, the Jewish Parents Forum 
has convened:

Events

19
Attendees

10k+
JPF Leadership 
Circle Members

45

JPF Executive Director: Caroline Bryk

Founded in 2021, the JPF already has thousands of 
members across North America. Our participants join 
with leading thinkers and practitioners to consider the 
practical challenges facing Jewish parents today; to 
strengthen their own Jewish and Zionist identities; and 
to work together as they navigate modern American life. 
JPF events have covered a variety of topics such as: the 
perils of social media, the rise of anti-Semitism and anti-
Zionism in American schools and universities, the perils  
of gender ideology and critical race theory, and how 
parents can use their Shabbat tables as tools to cultivate 
character.

The Jewish Parents Forum (JPF) is a growing 
movement of parents and grandparents who 
believe that transmitting Jewish and Zionist values 
to our children is our greatest civic responsibility.
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The Spirit of Jewish Resolve
As parents, we are struggling to process the 
unspeakable evil perpetrated against our 
brothers and sisters in Israel. How do we explain 
this harrowing reality to our children? What is 
our call to action as Jewish parents? How do we 
build in our homes a spirit of Jewish resolve? In 
the immediate aftermath of the terror attacks 
on Israel, Caroline Bryk sat down for a serious 
discussion with leading Israel educator Dr. 
Rachel Fish.

Boys Adrift and Girls on the Edge
In March 2023, Caroline Bryk sat down with Dr. 
Leonard Sax, MD PhD, for a dynamic discussion 
about the dilemmas of American girlhood 
and boyhood today. Joined by 50 people in 
person and 800 over zoom, they explored how 
contemporary American culture affects children, 
how parents can re-assert their authority, and 
how Jewish tradition can serve as an invaluable 
guide to human flourishing as our sons and 
daughters come of age.

JPF is a unique community of parents who share a commitment 
to raising children with strong Jewish and American values. JPF’s 

events and resources have empowered me, along with many other 
parents, to become informed ambassadors in our schools and broader 
Jewish communities.
Ilana Golant, Executive Vice President of Manhattan Institute, JPF Leadership Circle Member 
& Tikvah Advisory Board Member

JPF has offered me clarity on a variety of complicated issues and the 
inspiration to focus more of my own effort and action on protecting 

and strengthening my own communal institutions. It has made me a stronger 
parent with a better sense of what I want to build within my own home and 
has also connected me to many incredible moms along the way!
Kim Rechtshaffen, JPF Leadership Circle Member 

Confronting the Big Challenges
The Jewish Parents Forum hosts regular events, conferences, and parlor meetings that focus on the critical 

questions facing Jewish parents. Some recent discussions include:
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Shelly Kassen 
Co-Chair, Tikvah 
Advisory Board
Michael Kassen 
Member, Tikvah Society 

Tikvah’s mission 
to educate 

and excite the next 
generation of proud Jewish leaders is more 
critical than ever. And for our generation, 
Mosaic magazine, classes, podcasts, and 
conferences are invaluable resources.

Gary Rosenthal 
Vice Chairman, Tikvah 
Board of Trustees

Tikvah is a 
unique and 

indispensable Jewish 
and Zionist institution. 
Real education, high-

level ideas, incredible influence in the public 
arena, both in America and in Israel. I only 
wish Tikvah had found me when I was in high 
school or college.

Tikvah Society
With more-than-500 members across North America and Israel, the Tikvah Society affords our 
most generous partners year-round opportunities for deep engagement—including access 
to special conferences and trips, private events and seminars with our leading teachers and 
writers, and firsthand learning experiences alongside the rising generation of Tikvah students.  
The Tikvah Society is the gateway to a world of Jewish, Zionist, and American ideas and to a 
social network of friends with shared ideals and values. 

Join the Tikvah Society 
(tikvahfund.org/society)

To learn more about—or to join—the Tikvah Society, please 
contact Eytan Sosnovich, director of the Tikvah Society.
esosnovich@tikvahfund.org  |  917-408-3433

Tikvah Society Growth
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Join Our Community

Tikvah Leadership Mission to Israel
In May 2023, we brought 30 of our Tikvah Society Leaders 
on a special mission to Israel led by Rabbi Meir Soloveichik. 
Throughout the trip, we moved from the heroic battles of 
ancient Israel to the brave martyrs of modern Zionism; from 
the holiest places of the Jewish past to the great issues 
facing the Israeli people today. Together we considered 
one big theme: why the greatest empires of history failed—
and why the Jewish people endures.

Bringing Tikvah to Communities around the Country
We work regularly with Tikvah Society members to sponsor 
events in their own communities across the country. 
In Deal, NJ, we came together to discuss the history of 
Jewish statesmanship in a private home. In Boca Raton, 
we discussed why Jews have a stake in the meaning of 
American history in a major synagogue. Later this year 
in Austin, Texas, we are hosting a panel on the future of 
American universities. Led by Tikvah Society members, we 
are bringing Tikvah’s ideas to the Jewish world.

Front-Row Seat: Learning Alongside Tikvah’s Students
Throughout the year, Tikvah Society members are invited 
to learn alongside our students—at our summer programs 
in New York City and Mount Holyoke College, our National 
Student Leadership Conference in Washington, DC, our 
Millstone Scholars and Truman Scholars graduations, and 
other private seminars. These gatherings provide a front-
row seat to the heart and soul of Tikvah: educating young 
Jews in the ideas that matter.

Throughout the year, our Tikvah Society members come together around shared purposes and ideals.

Special Events and Seminars at the Tikvah Center
The Tikvah Center in NYC is a thriving intellectual hub, and we 
regularly hold special events, dinners, and conversations for 
Society members. Earlier this year, we invited Tikvah Society 
members to an intimate discussion to launch Professor Ruth 
Wisse’s new Tikvah Online University course on the New 
York Jewish intellectuals—such as Irving Kristol, Saul Bellow, 
Cynthia Ozick, Norman Podhoretz, and Midge Decter—who 
changed the American cultural and political landscape in the 
20th century.

Tikvah Society
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Tikvah Legacy
Society
The Tikvah Legacy Society—founded in 2022—honors supporters who have committed to 
safeguard and strengthen the Jewish people for generations to come through planned gifts and 
charitable bequests. Such a legacy gift serves as a powerful testament of the core values you 
share with Tikvah: a commitment to Jewish excellence, Jewish strength, and Jewish continuity. 
Your gift will help Tikvah carry these supernal values forward to new generations.

Charitable
Bequests

The most common and 
straight-forward way to 

support Tikvah into the future

Gifts of Insurance, 
IRAs, and Other 

Beneficiary Designations

Designate Tikvah as a 
beneficiary of a savings account 

or insurance policy

Gifts of Real Estate

Outright gifts of real estate can 
provide both immediate and 
long-term tax benefits and 

preserve the right for you to 
live on the property for life

Ways to Leave a Tikvah Legacy

Join the Tikvah Society
(tikvahfund.org/planned-giving)

To learn more about—or to join—the Tikvah Society, please 
contact Alex Rosenberg, senior drector of development.
arosenberg@tikvahfund.org  |  646-218-9022
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What inspired you to get involved with Tikvah?
We always admired Tikvah’s thoughtful and in-depth content, from the Tikvah podcast to Mosaic essays. 
We later discovered the array of educational courses and met the delightful and thoughtful staff that 
makes all this work possible. We found in Tikvah a community—a place where we could become serious 
participants and make a real difference in the Jewish world.

At Tikvah you founded the “Kress Project on the Hebrew Bible,” to grow our array of video courses, 
curricula, and programs aimed at teaching and promoting the centrality of Tanakh. Why is this so 
important to you?
We believe in the centrality of the Hebrew Bible to Jewish, American, and Western culture; to the Jewish 
people; to the family; and to the self. Unfortunately, we see Biblical literacy receding from the public 
square and our culture, and we fear the downstream effects this will have. We believe that the Jewish 
people have inherited a guidebook of deep wisdom and insights for all aspects of human 
life. Our work with Tikvah is dedicated to bringing the Hebrew Bible back to the fore and 
inspiring young people with the great stories, moral lessons, and foundational debates 
of Jewish tradition. This work—conserving our inheritance—is the best strategy for 
strengthening and sustaining the Jewish people into the future.

What inspired your philanthropic leadership?
Though we come from very different backgrounds, we were 
both raised by families that recognized the importance of faith, 
community, and giving back. We believe our parents and 
grandparents would be proud of our work with Tikvah to bring 
the Hebrew Bible to young Jews and adult learners around the 
world. Our parents gave us the skills to become successful 
and the wisdom to use our resources in this important way. 
And we are thrilled to now be passing this tradition onto our 
own adult children today.

How does Tikvah fit into your Jewish legacy?
The work we are doing with Tikvah to promote 
the Hebrew Bible–to educate and inspire the next 
generation–will be a major part of our legacy. We 
can confidently say that Tikvah has become the 
most important organization that we now support. 
We trust Tikvah to work hard, pursue bold ideas, 
and stay true to its core values—and to ours. 
Supporting Tikvah is like investing in a promising 
company on the ground floor. There is so much 
promise, passion, and dedication. And it’s exciting 
to think about what the future holds.

Meet Our Supporters

Camille and Sandy Kress of Austin, Texas, are the founders and supporters of Tikvah’s Kress Project on the 
Hebrew Bible. 

CAMILLE & SANDY KRESS, MEMBERS OF THE TIKVAH SOCIETY AND LEGACY SOCIETY
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Tikvah Students and Alumni in Focus 

Harry 
Halem
While a junior at St. Andrews University in Scotland, Harry Halem decided to look up summer fellowship 
opportunities in political philosophy. A quick Google search brought him to Tikvah’s website, where he 
discovered the Beren Summer Fellowship.

Harry had long been torn regarding what next after graduation. When he applied to the Beren program, 
he was looking into PhD programs and serving as a research assistant to Seth Cropsey, a former U.S. 
Defense Department official who was then director of the Center for American Seapower at the Hudson 
Institute. A student of both Western philosophy and international relations, Harry hoped to blend his 
interests in concrete strategy and intellectual history. He was eager to meet the right mentors to focus 
his path and the right peers who shared his wide range of interests in understanding the hard realities of 
history.

At Tikvah, Harry was also challenged to explore “the Jewish question” in much greater depth, both in 
the world of ideas and in his own life. He discovered, to his great amazement and delight, a culture of 
unmatched “intellectual openness” that characterizes what he calls “the Tikvah mindset.” In a series 
of carefully designed Tikvah tutorials, he expanded his interest in classical philosophy to include 
Jewish thinkers like Maimonides and Leo Strauss. Being part of an impressive group of Jewish peers 
encouraged him to “have feet in multiple worlds.”

After his summer at Tikvah, Harry earned an MA from St. Andrews in 2020 
and is now pursuing a PhD in international relations at the London School 
of Economics. He also works as a senior fellow at the Yorktown Institute 
and a research fellow at Policy Exchange, both London-based think 
tanks. 

Tikvah remains at the center of his life and work. Harry has supervised 
two Beren Fellows undergraduate projects on strategy in Asia and the 
Middle East, and he was awarded a Krauthammer Fellowship to study 
and write about ancient political thought under philosopher Jacob 
Howland. He has spearheaded our China Working Group, which 
brought together leading foreign policy experts and budding young 
strategists like himself.

As he explains, “Some of the sessions were difficult; there were deep 
disagreements. But by the end, we had a shared sense that we could at 
least intellectually understand what was happening. That is hard to come 
by in academic settings. The culture of Tikvah is simply different and 
unique.”
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 Tikvah Students and Alumni in Focus 

Alexandra 
Orbuch
Alexandra first became acquainted with Tikvah during her gap year in Israel at Midreshet Lindenbaum. 
In a Tikvah course led by Daniel Polisar, Alexandra was encouraged to explore the relationship between 
law, politics, and Judaism. “It was the sweet spot of everything I was interested in,” Alexandra says, only 
lamenting that she did not know about Tikvah’s programs until after graduating high school. “I wish I had 
found Tikvah earlier—in high school or even middle school. I knew immediately that I had found a true 
intellectual and Jewish home.”   
  
Alexandra has since become a key member of the Tikvah community at both the local and national 
levels. At Princeton University, she is helping to spearhead our campus Beren Collegiate Forum chapter, 
bringing together fellow Jews who want to think about the big questions facing the Jewish people, 
Israel, and America. She was a key participant in our 2022 working group on “Anti-Semitism and the 
Universities”. In the face of anti-Israel sentiment on campus, Alexandra stands tall as a 
proud Zionist and observant Jew. “I’m never afraid to showcase my Judaism. And I 
never walk away from a fight.” 
 
As the intrepid editor of the conservative Princeton Tory, Alexandra encourages 
her fellow Princeton students to defend freedom of speech and push back 
vigorously against anti-Zionism on campus. She has begun writing regularly 
for national publications like JNS and The Jewish Journal. She has interned 
on Capitol Hill in both the U.S. House of Representatives and the Senate, and 
she is gearing up for law school. It will be “yet another front in the battle of 
ideas.”
 
Being a part of the Tikvah community is “very special and very important. It is 
remarkable to have access to the highest-level seminars with fellow Jewish 
students who care about ideas, to be part of a growing network all over 
the country, to be talking about Jewish civilization, Jewish continuity, and 
American politics. We are living through history, and Tikvah is getting us 
ready to play our part.”  
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Jake Greenspan wears many hats: technology entrepreneur, Tikvah educator, and lifelong student of 
the classics. On the advice of college friends, Jake joined Tikvah as a Beren summer fellow not long 
after graduating Phi Beta Kappa from the University of Chicago. By the time he arrived at Tikvah, Jake 
had already been awarded a Fulbright scholarship to teach at Athens College in Greece; led humanities 
courses in South Side high schools in Chicago; and prepared a publication, funded by Peter Thiel, on 
the “aims and limits of liberal education.” Jake enjoyed his summer as a Tikvah fellow so much that he 
ultimately turned down the Fulbright grant, opting instead to join Tikvah as a full-time teaching fellow. 
“If you care about the nexus of Jewish ideas and Western civilization, Tikvah is simply the place to be. I 
gave up Athens to return to Jerusalem.”

As a Tikvah teacher and fellow, Jake helped develop our new integrated four-year classical-education 
curriculum in history and literature for Jewish high-school students at what he calls “Tikvah’s laboratory 
schools.” He also taught courses for seventh and eighth graders on the Jews and Greeks.

As Jake explains, he had been “a sort of Hellenized Jew in Chicago, and Tikvah represented an 
opportunity to come back to Jerusalem.” He hadn’t received very much Jewish instruction growing up, 
and his summer with Tikvah offered “remedial courses on philosophical theology in a Jewish context.” 

In preparing lessons on Athens and Jerusalem, he explains, he “became 
more interested in Jerusalem, in Judaism, in the Jewish tradition. The 
Jewish way of thinking and living contained depths that were simply 
not present in Homer or Greek tragedy.”

Jake also sees conservatism as fundamentally connected to Judaism. 
As he puts it, “a cardinal feature of conservatism is the feeling that I’m 
embedded in culture, a living chain of people and institutions to which 
I have responsibilities and obligations that supervene my individual 
free choice and interest. That constraint doesn’t limit but creates the 
condition for possible flourishing.” His encounters with Tikvah made it 
“ever more crystalline that the real meaning of my conservatism can 
only be found in my Judaism.”

Jake left Tikvah to start an education-tech company, in part due to 
a sense of “responsibility animated by the very principles that 
Tikvah takes seriously.” He hopes to inspire other Jews to start 
unconventional entrepreneurial ventures, and to strengthen 
the Jewish people by applying the most innovative 
technologies to the noble cause of advancing Jewish 
education and Jewish life.

 Tikvah Students and Alumni in Focus 

Jake 
Greenspan
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 Tikvah Students and Alumni in Focus 

Zoe 
Zeigherman
Zoe Zeigherman first crossed paths with Tikvah in 2021, during her junior year at Georgetown University. 
Born in New York and raised in the U.K., Zoe made the bold decision during high school to spend 
her college years in the U.S., in search of a more immersive liberal arts education than is commonly 
available in England. In Fall 2021, she signed up for a seminar on “Zionism and Anti-Zionism,” led 
by former Knesset member Dr. Einat Wilf. The timing of the course was auspicious, since Zoe had 
witnessed alarming examples of anti-Zionism throughout the summer. She wanted to make sense of 
the ideological assault on Israel.

As she explains, the outcry against George Floyd’s killing by the Black Lives Matter movement had 
taken a “dark turn, mostly online.” The state of Israel was being blamed for Floyd’s death and “Jews were 
being brought up in so many different ways.” Shocked by what she saw, Zoe was moved to act.

Dr. Wilf’s seminar placed much of what Zoe had encountered that summer in 
historical context and helped to “renew her confidence in Judaism.” Dr. Wilf 
recommended that she apply to Tikvah’s 2022 summer fellowship. As part of her 
application, Zoe proposed that she might turn Dr. Wilf’s course into a film, thus 
widening its reach. 

The idea took off. Working with Tikvah’s Senior Director Alan Rubenstein, 
Tikvah Professor Ruth Wisse, and film expert Rachel Greenberg, Zoe 
crafted the script, molded the production strategy, and developed the 
marketing plan.

Zoe was inspired in other ways by her time at Tikvah. For her senior thesis 
project, she created a short film called “Liat,” a coming-of-age story that 
begins at a Shabbat dinner. Zoe credits the Tikvah-assigned readings 
for the “seed idea” of the film.

Zoe’s 5-part series on “Zionism and Anti-Zionism” will premiere in 
Los Angeles in late 2023—as timely as ever given the assault on 
Israel at college campuses and around the world. She hopes it will 
be screened at Jewish college organizations across the U.S. and 
internationally, and that it will empower young Jews to defend 
both Zionism and Judaism without compromising their other 
ideals.
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Our Supporters
With deep gratitude to our partners who make our work 
possible. A summary of annual giving:
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Carol & Jonathan Lieber*
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Alliance Bernstein
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Edward Blum
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Shoshana & Daniel Farb

Mario Fleck*
Tikva & Oscar Gluck

Stacey & Amir Goldman

Debbie & James S. Gordon
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Sarah & Yoni Greenwald

William Heyman

The Heyman Family
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Bryna & Joshua Landes*
Rose & Morton Landowne

Polina & Michael Liberman*
The Liberty Fund

Madeline & Irwin Lieber

Faye Lincoln

Barry Margolis
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Ilene & David Siscovick*~

David Steinmann

Elizabeth Stern

Irving Stone Foundation
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Iris & Shalom Maidenbaum 

Parents Defending Education

Naomi & George Perlman
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Linda & Howard Sterling

Danna & Harvey Stone
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Linda & Douglas Altabef

Susan Alter

Anonymous

Marian & Harvey Arbesman

Andi & David Arnovitz

Cynthia Aronsohn
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List is current as of October 15, 2023. We regret any errors or omissions.
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Laura Paley

Richard Pechter

Mark Perkins

Philip Phillips

Roman Pipko

Vita & Raymond Pliskow

Mary & Steven Podnos

Wolfgang Pordzik

Miriam & David Portman

Ann Powell

Edward H. Rabin
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Marlene Sandler

Monique Sasson

Shirley Saunders

Sheryl & Bruce Schainker

Michelle Portnoff & Scott Schley

Naomi & David Schoenkin

Michael Schwartz

Minna & Mark Seitelman
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Board of Trustees

Dr. Moshe Koppel 
Chair, Kohelet Policy Forum

Mem Bernstein
Chair, Avi Chai Foundation

Raanan Agus 
Managing Director, Goldman Sachs

Trustees

Hon. Elliott Abrams
CHAIRMAN 

Senior Fellow, Council on Foreign Relations

Jay Lefkowitz 
Partner, Kirkland & Ellis

Roger Hertog
Chairman Emeritus

Gary Rosenthal
VICE CHAIRMAN

Partner, The Sterling Group

Steven Price 
CEO, 25Madison

Arthur Fried z"l
Trustee Emeritus

 Our trustees include experienced policymakers and businessmen, 
philanthropists and lawyers, scholars and strategists.

Trustees Emeriti
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Tikvah Staff
Our staff includes executives and Jewish leaders, educators and entrepreneurs, 

editors and writers, relationship-builders and project managers. 

Eric Cohen
Chief Executive Officer

Senior Staff

Rabbi Hershel Lutch 
Chief Financial & Operating Officer 

Amiad Cohen
Director-General, Tikvah Israel

Rabbi Mark Gottlieb 
Chief Education Officer

Dr. Jonathan Silver 
Senior Director of Tikvah Ideas &

Warren R. Stern Sr. Fellow
of Jewish Civilization

Alan Rubenstein
Senior Director of University & 
Young Professional Programs

Sean Clifford 
Chief Strategy Officer

Lauren Shapiro
Director of Strategic Engagement 

lshapiro@tikvahfund.org

Lanita Warner 
Senior Gift Officer 

lwarner@tikvahfund.org

Josh Grussgott
Manager, Tikvah Society 

jgrussgott@tikvahfund.org

Caroline Bryk
Executive Director, Jewish Parents Forum

cbryk@tikvahfund.org

Tikvah Society & Development

Alexandra Rosenberg 
Senior Director of Development
arosenberg@tikvahfund.org

Eytan Sosnovich 
Senior Director, Tikvah Society 
esosnovich@tikvahfund.org
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