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CONTENTSCELEBRATING 20 YEARS

2023 marked a special anniversary for public 

school choice in Tennessee: 20 years of public 

charter schools in the state. Our state’s first public 
charter schools opened their doors in 2003 in 

Chattanooga, Nashville, and Memphis. As you read 

the stories in this report – stories of innovative 

models for elementary schools creating space 

for all students to thrive, of high school students 

beating the odds, of tireless advocates who have 

dedicated their time and energy to students – 

consider the number of lives that have been 

changed thanks to the work of Tennessee’s public 

charter schools over the last 20 years. 

What Makes TN Charters Special?

Public charter schools are one of the tools our state 

has to create opportunities for our future leaders. 

Thousands of Tennessee students have gained 

opportunities they might never have found without 

the hard work of public charter school advocates 

and educators. Public charter schools have allowed 

our state to offer families the opportunity to seek 
out the unique environments where their children 

can thrive, and our work at TCSC is dedicated to 

ensuring this can continue.

Thank you for joining us in celebrating 20 
years of education innovation through  
public charter schools in Tennessee .

�



Public charter schools are public schools that are 

free to attend and open to all students, but operate 

under an independent contract, or, “charter,” 

with an authorizing agency – in Tennessee, most 

commonly a local education agency (school 

district), though some are authorized by the 

Achievement School District (ASD) or the Tennessee 

Public Charter School Commission, following an 

appeal or transfer from the ASD. Tennessee state 

law requires all public charter schools to be not-

for-profit, and prohibits for-profit charter school 
operators. Public charter schools in Tennessee are 

required to meet the same academic standards 

and administer the same assessments as any 

other public school in Tennessee. Their business 

operations are subject to annual independent 

audits, as well as the oversight of their authorizers. 

If a public charter school fails to meet academic or 

operational standards, they can be closed.

The Tennessee Charter School Center (TCSC) 
is the state’s primary charter school support 
organization, or CSO .

A non-profit organization, TCSC engages in policy, 
advocacy, and school support work to ensure that 

Tennessee’s public charter schools have an equitable 

environment to operate in and have the resources 

they need to ensure they are offering a high-quality 
public education to all of their students.

From innovative models to steady evidence of student 

growth, Tennessee should be proud of the excellent 

learning opportunities our public charter schools provide. 

The TCSC team is proud to support public charter schools 

in ways large and small, from board training to public 

policy, helping to ensure students have access to great 

public schools. This report offers both a portrait of this 
work, and the facts about Tennessee’s public charter 

school sector.

I’m proud of the work our team has done over the past 

year to help ensure that Tennessee continues to be 

an environment where public charter schools and the 

students who attend them can succeed. The public charter 

school model seeks to ensure that all students, regardless 

of their background or economic status, have access to a 

great education. In 2023, a key effort for our policy team 
was working to make sure public charter schools with 

this goal in mind can prioritize historically underserved 

students in the enrollment process, staying true to this 

mission.  We also worked hard to make sure public charter 

schools continue to have access to critical and equitable 

resources, including facilities and school safety funding. 

Our programs team brought charter school educators, 

advocates, and partners together in Memphis for an in-

person conference, the first chance we’ve all had to gather 
since the pandemic. School leaders traveled from across 

the state to learn, collaborate, and celebrate – you’ll find 
more information about our annual Charter Champion 

awards and those recognized in this report.  

ABOUT PUBLIC 
CHARTER SCHOOLS

ABOUT THE TENNESSEE 
CHARTER SCHOOL CENTER

2023-24 IMPACT
REPORT

On the heels of our first K-8 Charter School 
Changemaker List, honoring schools demonstrating 

the biggest impact on students, published in 

2022, we published our first High School Charter 
Changemaker List in 2023, recognizing public 

charter high schools achieving outstanding results 

in preparing students for graduation and beyond. 

Our advocacy team worked to support high quality 

charter schools as they navigated the renewal 

and application processes, and established TCSC’s 

first advocacy network, empowering parents and 
advocates to use their voices in support of public 

charter schools when it matters most.

The team is already working hard to make a 

positive impact in support of public charter schools 

in 2024. We hope this report will serve as both a 

valuable resource for the facts on public charter 

schools in our state and an inspiring picture of 

what’s possible.

 

Sincerely, 

Each year as the Tennessee Charter School Center team works to prepare this report, we find so 
much cause for celebration in the stories and impact of public charter schools across our state .

Dr . Maya Bugg Faison

President and CEO 
�������������������������������
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WHO WE ARE

OUR MISSION IS TO 
DEVELOP & SUPPORT 
TENNESSEE’S HIGH-
PERFORMING PUBLIC 
CHARTER SCHOOLS .

Our work to lead the 
charge for effective 
policy, excellent schools, 
quality operators and 
informed communities 
is driven by:

Our vision is that every student in the state 
of Tennessee will receive and have access to 
a high-quality public education that equitably 
allocates opportunity, is aligned with their 
best needs and prepares them to thrive and 
experience post-secondary success .
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CHARTERS BY THE NUMBERS

TENNESSEE CHARTER SCHOOL 
DATA HIGHLIGHTS1

TVAAS SCORES

In 2023, charter schools earned TVAAS scores 

of 4’s and 5’s at significantly higher rates than 
traditional public schools, statewide with 63% 

of charter schools earning a 4 or 5 compared 

to 38% of traditional public schools.

What’s more, this rate includes schools 

operated by the Achievement School District, 

a body tasked with overseeing some of the 

state’s lowest performing schools.

115
TOTAL CHARTER SCHOOLS

20 Years
OF INNOVATION IN EDUCATION

44,000+
STUDENTS ENROLLED

�������
�������

������������

TENNESSEE CHARTER  
LOCATIONS IN 2023-2024

Metro Nashville Public Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 27 Schools

Shelby County Schools   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 53 Schools

Knox County Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 School

Hamilton County Schools  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8 Schools

TN Public Charter School Commission  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 13 Schools

Achievement School District   .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 13 Schools

88% of Tennessee charter 

school students are people 

of color – welcoming all 

students and providing 

public school options to 

communities of color .

���������������������
����	�


������������	��� Additionally, 40% 

of charter students 

are economically 

disadvantaged while 

14% are multilingual 

learners .

STUDENT DEMOGRAPHICS
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The Tennessee Charter School Center Board 

members are committed to high-quality education 

for all of Tennessee’s children. Along with the 

Center’s chief executive officer, they lead the 
organization advising on policy, advocacy, 

programming, funding and communication.

BOARD & STAFF

TCSC BOARD

TCSC STAFF

Chris Barbic Board Chair 

The City Fund 
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Terence Patterson 
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THROUGH THE YEARS
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Tennessee policymakers and education stakeholders 

have demonstrated a strong commitment to 

education reform by advancing significant policies 
and programs to support Tennessee’s public 

education improvement and innovation. As a result, 

Tennessee’s public charter school movement has 

gained strength and generated positive outcomes for 

students and communities. 

OVERVIEW OF TN CHARTER SCHOOLS

Today, 115 charter schools are serving more than 

44,000 Tennessee students - and our numbers 

continue to grow each year. Not only are charter 

schools promoting choice and opportunity in our 

K-12 education system, but they are also playing 

a pivotal role in helping the state address several 

critical education issues, including literacy and 

workforce development.
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POLICY & ADVOCACY LEADERSHIP

Legislative Session

Policy Wins

TCSC SECURED SEVERAL BIG WINS DURING 
THE 11TH LEGISLATIVE SESSION, INCLUDING:

The Tennessee Charter School 

Center’s Policy & Advocacy team is 

dedicated to promoting innovation, 

collaboration, and quality in 

education through state policies. 

We believe in creating equitable 

policies that prioritize transparency, 

autonomy, and accountability.

Our team works closely with 

educators, legislators, parents, 

and other community advocates 

to address the significant policy 
challenges and opportunities 

facing the charter school sector in 

Tennessee. TCSC is committed to 

prioritizing students’ needs and 

ensuring that all voices are heard.

OUR COMMITMENT

$3 Million
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SRO on Duty
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SB980/HB1086

SB881/HB36 SB64/HB230

Secured passage of SB980/HB1086 which revises several items 

of charter law including rewriting the charter enrollment 

lottery to allow schools the option to prioritize students who 

are economically disadvantaged, requiring districts to changing 

their grade bands to notify charter schools so they may 

pursue the necessary charter amendments, clarifying out-of-

district enrollment policy, and adding a corrective action plan 

provision that allows authorizers to notify its charter schools of 

perceived problems and provide opportunities to remedy .

Passage of SB881/HB36 

which clarifies that 
identification on the 2022 
or 2023 priority lists can 

not be used as the sole 

reason for the closure of 

a charter school .

Passage of SB64/HB230 

which extends the 

Tennessee Public Charter 

School Commission until 

June 30, 2026
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POLICY & ADVOCACY IN ACTION

Flexibility is one of the key factors that can 

allow the charter school model to be effective, 
and in Tennessee, public charter schools 

are using their flexibility to offer innovative 
learning environments for students all over 

the state. Tennessee’s public charter school 

sector proudly hosts two (soon to be three) 

exceptional Montessori schools, where 

innovation and academic excellence meet 

community upliftment.

The Libertas School in Memphis, Montessori 

Elementary at Highland Park in Chattanooga, 

and the upcoming Invictus Nashville 

Charter School not only exemplify a steadfast 

commitment to Montessori principles but 

also operate within the unique framework 

of aligning with Tennessee’s public school 

curriculum and testing standards. This 

distinctive approach showcases these 

institutions as pioneers, successfully blending 

progressive educational philosophies with 

state-mandated standards.

Founded on the principles developed by Dr. 

Maria Montessori, the Montessori model 

emphasizes children’s natural inclination 

towards deep concentration, problem-solving, 

and collaborative learning. With roots tracing 

back to Dr. Montessori’s first school in Rome in 
1907, the Montessori method has evolved to 

serve diverse populations worldwide.

Recognizing the scarcity of a Montessori education 
in some of Tennessee’s most economically 

disadvantaged neighborhoods, like Frayser in 

Memphis, Highland Park in Chattanooga, and the 

Stratford neighborhood of East Nashville, Tennessee’s 

public charter Montessori schools play a pivotal role. 

Serving children as young as six months old, these 

free Montessori public schools aim to reach students 

before kindergarten, contributing to improved future 

educational outcomes.

Tennessee’s Montessori charter schools implement 

project-based and individualized learning plans unique 

to each student. Classrooms are intentionally designed 

to foster lifelong learning habits from a very young 

age. Emphasizing independence, freedom within 

limits, and a sense of order, the Montessori schools 

employ work cycles that support a variety of activities 

during free time, including related arts, music, and 

physical education.

TRANSFORMATIVE EDUCATION: 
MONTESSORI EXCELLENCE IN TN’S 
PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS

ADDRESSING EDUCATIONAL 
DISPARITIES IN TENNESSEE

Located in North Memphis’ Frayser neighborhood, 

Libertas Memphis is a trailblazing Montessori 

charter school serving 500 children from six 

weeks old to 5th grade. Libertas was the first 
Montessori school in the state, achieving 

remarkable academic rigor and community 

engagement . Libertas transformed a  

previously academically failing neighborhood 

school in 2014 into the number one public charter 

school in Memphis, ranking in the top 15% of 

all schools in Tennessee, while addressing the 

needs of some of Tennessee’s most economically 

disadvantaged students .

Founded by Dr . Brenda Jones, Invictus 

Montessori Academy is set to open in Fall 2024 

in response to the East Nashville Stratford 

community’s needs . Despite initial challenges, 

including a denied charter application by 

Nashville’s school board, Invictus persevered . 

Dr. Jones, a Nashville native and first generation 
high school graduate, has devoted her career 

to public education as a math teacher, 

instructional coach, dean of curriculum, and 

assistant principal . She brings a personal 

commitment to family-centric education, aiming 

to uplift the community by providing a high 

quality education and high quality opportunities 

to those who need them most .

Under the leadership of Dr. Elaine Swafford, 
Montessori Elementary at Highland Park has 

successfully expanded its enrollment from Pre-K 

to 5th grade since it opened in 2021 . Striving for 

educational equity, the school has embraced the 

challenge of educating previously marginalized 

students and aims to provide an advantaged 

education for those who are disadvantaged . 

With a commitment to teacher training and 

community-centered growth, Chattanooga’s 

Montessori Elementary at Highland Park is 

deeply dedicated to the community and further 

enriching the lives of its students and families .

Research indicates that Montessori students 

consistently outperform their peers in  

traditional education in both reading and math . 

Montessori students also exhibit more adaptive 

behavioral and social skills, coupled with a 

positive perception of their school environment 

and teachers .

Tennessee’s Montessori charter schools stand as 

beacons of educational innovation, community 

engagement and empowerment . The Tennessee 

Charter School Center is proud to celebrate the 

transformative potential of Montessori principles 

within Tennessee’s public school system .

THE LIBERTAS SCHOOL (MEMPHIS)

INVICTUS NASHVILLE CHARTER 
SCHOOL (NASHVILLE)

MONTESSORI ELEMENTARY AT 
HIGHLAND PARK (CHATTANOOGA)

RESEARCH

VIEW EVALUATION REPORT

��TENNESSEE CHARTER SCHOOL CENTER��

https://www.pgcps.org/globalassets/offices/testing-research-and-evaluation/docs---testing/research-and-evaluation/impact-of-the-montessori-program-full-text.pdf
https://www.pgcps.org/globalassets/offices/testing-research-and-evaluation/docs---testing/research-and-evaluation/impact-of-the-montessori-program-full-text.pdf


INNOVATION, ENGAGEMENT 
AND COLLABORATION 

TCSC strongly values innovation and collaboration as 

there are always opportunities to learn and grow from 

others. In order to achieve the vision of all students 

accessing and realizing a high-quality education, it 

is important that we work with, for and alongside a 

variety of partners, stakeholders and communities. 

������������
�������	���������������������	�������¤�������������

����	�����	������������������	������������������������������������

� ������������������
��¢��
�����������	��¢���	����
�¢������

����������������
�����������������	�����������������������

CHANGEMAKERS

������������
�����������	������
����������������������������	��

¢�����¤��
���������
�������������	�����������������
��������

�������	�������������	�����������������������������	��������

����������������	��	���	���������
����
��¢��
��������������
��

����������������������
��������������������
���������	��
�������

��
����������
������������

HIGH SCHOOL CASE STUDY
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MEMBERSHIP PORTAL
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BOARD TRAINING

The year 2023 saw relationships develop and 

partnerships grow as TCSC identified similarly focused 
leaders and organizations committed to educating 

Tennessee’s children. Together, we focused on 

empowering educators, students and families with 

information, trainings and other resources.
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IMPROVING COMMUNICATION 
WITH SCHOOLS
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CHARTER LEADERS AND TN 
EDUCATION COMMISSIONER
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MILLIONS FOR SROs
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HIGHLIGHTS

Since 2003, charter schools have provided Tennessee parents 

and students with high-quality, flexible educational opportunities. 
Now in its twentieth year, Tennessee’s charter sector has shown 

tremendous promise as these public schools have utilized the 

flexibility inherent to the public charter school model to find 
innovative ways to meet student needs. 

While we often see great success stories among Tennessee’s 

public charter schools, we don’t often see detailed studies 

on what it took to reach those levels of success. This year we 

launched the first in a series of reports that can begin to address 
this gap. Specifically, we conducted an in-depth case study 
with one the highest performing charter schools in the state: 

Chattanooga Girls Leadership Academy. This school stands out 

for several reasons. 

Founded in 2009, Chattanooga Girls Leadership Academy (CGLA) 

is an all-girls public charter school in Chattanooga, Tennessee 

serving just over 350 students in grades 6-12. CGLA was recently 

recognized for its academic accomplishments by the Tennessee 

Charter School Center through placement on the High School 

Changemaker Charter Schools List. Not only did CGLA have the 

highest ready-graduate rate in the state among all public high 

schools and a TVAAS score of 5 in 2022, but its college-going 

rate for the class of 2021 was in the top 33% of all public high 

schools and in the top 17% of high-poverty schools. As this 

last point suggests, what makes these accomplishments even 

more impressive is that more than half of CGLA’s students are 

economically disadvantaged, an indicator that often means 

students have been academically underserved in the past.

CGLA’s student demographics are not unique in Tennessee. 

However, their students’ academic and postsecondary outcomes 

are; which begs the question: “What is CGLA doing differently?” 
This report attempts to answer this question with the goal of 

sharing successful practices with other school, district and state 

leaders. We’ve summarized the key takeaways from interviews 

and research here, but you can access the full report through the 

QR code on this page.

CHATTANOOGA GIRLS LEADERSHIP 
ACADEMY CASE STUDY 

Access the complete case study  

through this QR code:

KEY TAKEAWAYS FROM CGLA’S 
WORK TO PREPARE STUDENTS FOR 
GRADUATION, COLLEGE, AND CAREER:
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One of the best things that 
CGLA did for me was teach 
me to advocate for myself. 
They taught me to seek out 
opportunities; scholarships, 
internships. To stand up for 
myself if I thought that a 
grade wasn’t right.”

- A CGLA Alumna
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���¤�������
¡�����¥����Purpose Preparatory School, Nashville, TN  

¤¤�����¡���Memphis School of Excellence, Memphis, TN

���¤�������
�¡��¢¡��¡���Memphis Business Academy, Memphis, TN

��¤�������¥���Emerald Academy, Knoxville, TN

���¡���¦���¡���¨����Memphis School of Excellence, 

Memphis, TN

���¤�������
¡�����¥����Purpose Preparatory School, Nashville, TN  

¤¤�����¡���Memphis School of Excellence, Memphis, TN

ADVOCATE OF  
THE YEAR

ADMINISTRATOR  
OF THE YEAR

COMMUNITY IMPACT 
PROJECT OF THE YEAR

CHARTER CHAMPION AWARDS

TCSC’s 2023 Charter Champions:

Dr . Edna Varner 
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�������������¦���¥��¤¤��Memphis School of Excellence 

Memphis, TN 

��¤��¦��¢¢���Ivy Academy’s Skillern Elementary, 

Nashville, TN
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TEACHER OF THE YEAR STATEWIDE POLICY 
CHAMPION

SCHOOL OF THE YEAR

The Tennessee Charter School Center, having its first  
in-person conference since 2020, presented its annual Charter 
Awards on Friday, October 27, 2023 . Memphis Beale Street-
style celebration definitely made its way inside the conference 
center at The Westin . It was a night to be remembered .

Jarmeisha Gladney 
�¡�¤���¤¤� 
�������

Senator Bo Watson 
���²²�³�����¡¡¢´

Intrepid College Prep . 
Charter School 
���¡������

SPECIAL 
RECOGNITION

TENNESSEE CHARTER 
SCHOOL MOVEMENT 
FOUNDERS
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CREDO IMPACT REPORT

A recent national charter school study conducted 

by Stanford University’s Center for Research on 
Education Outcomes (CREDO) provides invaluable 
insights into the academic growth of charter school 

students across the United States, and in Tennessee. 

Tennessee’s public charter school students 

have emerged as national leaders in academic 

growth. Despite serving students with 

greater needs, Tennessee’s charter schools 

demonstrated one of the highest average 

growth rates in the nation . This growth is 

particularly significant considering that, on 
average, Tennessee charter students enter their 

schools with lower achievement levels compared 

to the national charter sector.

SHOWCASING TENNESSEE PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS ACADEMIC SUCCESS

EXCEPTIONAL ACADEMIC GROWTH IN 
TENNESSEE’S PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS

From 2009 to 2023, CREDO undertook three 
comprehensive studies to measure the performance 

and growth of public charter schools in Tennessee, 

revealing notable achievements when compared to 

charter schools nationally.

ACADEMIC GAINS FROM 2009-2023
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Across Tennessee, public charter school students are 

academically outgrowing their peers in non-charter schools. 

According to the w’s public charter students receive the 

equivalent of 34 extra days of growth in reading and 39 

extra days in math, showcasing the tangible impact of 

a public charter school education. Nationwide, charter 

school students, on average, have 16 more days of learning 

in reading and 6 more days in math within a school year 

compared to their non-charter counterparts.

With approximately 44,000 students across the state 

attending 115 public charter schools, Tennessee’s public 

charter sector represents about five percent of the overall 
public school population. Notably, 20% are English Language 

Learners, 48% are economically disadvantaged, and 87% 

identify as Black, Hispanic, or Native American.

Public charter schools in Tennessee play a crucial role in 

serving a more diverse student population compared to 

non-charter schools. Black students attending public charter 

schools experience 23 days more growth in reading and 17 

days more growth in math, while Hispanic students achieve 

an additional 76 days in reading and 103 days in math, 

equivalent to attending an extra four to five months of 
schooling each year.

The CREDO study also delved into the academic growth 
of special populations in Tennessee’s charter schools. 

Economically disadvantaged students showed stronger 

growth, with 28 additional days of learning in reading and 34 

additional days in math compared to their non-charter peers. 

English Language Learners experienced significant growth in 
reading (50 days) and math (86 days).

While Tennessee’s charter schools 

have achieved remarkable growth, 

there is acknowledgment that 

work remains to ensure equitable 

education for all students. Stanford 

University’s CREDO Study affirms the 
commendable growth and impact of 

Tennessee’s public charter schools, 

emphasizing their role in enhancing 

educational outcomes for students 

facing diverse challenges. 

Through deliberate strategic initiatives 

and a steadfast commitment to 

equity, the Tennessee Charter 

School Center remains dedicated 

to delivering high-quality education 

and replicating successful models 

across the educational landscape of 

Tennessee. By addressing challenges 

and leveraging opportunities, we can 

continue to foster academic excellence 

and positively impact the lives and 

trajectory of students across the state.

STUDENT SUCCESS IN TENNESSEE’S 
PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS

OPPORTUNITIES AND 
LOOKING AHEAD

Access the full CREDO study  

through this QR code:

34 + Days
���	������������
��	�

39 + Days
���	������������
��	�
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2023 HIGH SCHOOL CHANGEMAKER LIST

TCSC’s first High School Changemaker Charter School 
List honored the public charter high schools that 

stand out among their traditional and charter school 

peers. Using TVAAS allowed us to compare student 

achievement on standardized tests while accounting 

for the fact that students enter school with a variety 

of backgrounds and abilities. 

Ready Graduate is an indicator of how well high 
school graduates are prepared for college or a  

career. A student is considered “ready” if they 

meet one of several criteria including earning 

postsecondary credits in high school, achieving a 

high score on the ACT or SAT, or earning industry 

credentials, among others. Compared to other 

measures like graduation rates, Ready Graduate rates 
are a much stronger predictor of post-secondary 

enrollment after high school. 

A school’s College-Going rate reflects the percentage 
of graduates who enrolled in a postsecondary 

institution (4-year, 2-year, and less than 2-year) 

the year after high school. While we recognize that 

college is not for every student, research has shown a 

strong relationship between earning a college degree 

and higher earnings throughout life. Although not 

perfect, the number of students who enroll in college 

can serve as an indicator for how that school is 

preparing students for life after high school.

TENNESSEE CHARTER SCHOOL 
CENTER NAMES STATE’S 
OUTSTANDING CHANGEMAKER 
PUBLIC CHARTER HIGH SCHOOLS 

SCHOOL CITY TVAAS QUALIFYING CRITERIA

OVERALL

Chattanooga Girls 

Leadership Academy
Chattanooga

The highest Ready Graduate rate in the state 
in 2022 (91.9%) and four-year change in Ready 
Graduate rates in the top 3% of all public 

schools (+24 percentage points).

Intrepid College 

Preparatory Charter School
Nashville

College-Going rate in 2021 in the top 4% of all 

public schools (82%)

TRAILBLAZER

Chattanooga Girls 

Leadership Academy
Chattanooga

Highest Ready Graduate rate among high-
poverty public schools in 2022 (91.9%). College-

Going rate in the top 17% of high-poverty 

public schools in 2021 (57%). Four-year change 

in Ready Graduate rates in the top 3% of high-
poverty public schools (+24 percentage points).

Memphis Academy of 

Science and Engineering 

Middle/High

Memphis
College-Going rate in the top 25% of high-

poverty schools in 2021 (46%).

Freedom Preparatory 

Academy Flagship
Memphis

Ready Graduate rate in the top 17% of high-
poverty schools in 2022 (31%) and College-

Going rate in the top 15% in 2021 (58%).

RISING STAR

Chattanooga Preparatory 

School
Chattanooga Total enrollment of 71

Memphis School of 

Excellence Cordova
Memphis Total enrollment of 44

Valor College Prep Nashville Total enrollment of 858

5

5

5

5

5

5

5

4
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MEMPHIS

Home to Tennessee’s first charter schools 
dating back to 2003, Memphis continues to 

host the largest public charter school sector 

in the state. Overwhelming parent demand 

for high-quality public school options and 

community engagement has spurred this 

growth. While some schools face performance 

struggles, most are making a positive difference 
and are offering quality options to families. 

53
SCS PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS*

29
OPERATORS

18,838
STUDENTS ENROLLED
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������������������������������
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   �  ����������������������������   �  ��

*Analyses are based on data provided directly from districts as 

well as publicly available files. Schools with redacted data are 
excluded from these numbers. School counts and enrollment 

reflect FY24. Assessment data only includes TNReady, grades 3-8.
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PERCENT MEETING/EXCEEDING  
STANDARDS - ELA - TNREADY
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PERCENT MEETING/EXCEEDING  
STANDARDS - MATH - TNREADY

PERCENT OF SCHOOLS  
EARNING TVAAS SCORES 1-5

5 4 3 2 1

CHARTER ��� ��� �� �� ���

TRADITIONAL 
PUBLIC ��� �� �«� ��� �«�

NASHVILLE

The city of Nashville has experienced a 

population boom in recent years, and a 

growing need for access to a high-quality 

public education has followed. Nashville’s 

public charter schools are reimagining what’s 

possible in public education and providing 

parents a new set of quality public school 

options to consider.

27
MNPS PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS*

15
OPERATORS

13,210
STUDENTS ENROLLED
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*Analyses are based on data provided directly from districts as 

well as publicly available files. Schools with redacted data are 
excluded from these numbers. School counts and enrollment 

reflect FY24. Assessment data only includes TNReady, grades 3-8.
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PERCENT MEETING/EXCEEDING  
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PERCENT OF SCHOOLS  
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5 4 3 2 1
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CHATTANOOGA

Although Chattanooga’s charter sector is small, 

Hamilton County continues to see a significant 
demand for more public school options. The 

sector continues to expand this innovative and 

effective education model in the community.

8
HAMILTON COUNTY PUBLIC 
CHARTER SCHOOLS

4
OPERATORS

2,243
STUDENTS ENROLLED
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*Analyses are based on data provided directly from districts as 

well as publicly available files. Schools with redacted data are 
excluded from these numbers. School counts and enrollment 

reflect FY24. Assessment data only includes TNReady, grades 3-8.
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5 4 3 2 1
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KNOXVILLE

1
KNOX COUNTY PUBLIC 
CHARTER SCHOOL*

1
OPERATOR

458
STUDENTS ENROLLED
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*Analyses are based on data provided directly from districts as 

well as publicly available files. Schools with redacted data are 
excluded from these numbers. School counts and enrollment 

reflect FY24. Assessment data only includes TNReady, grades 3-8.
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Knox County Schools opened its first public 
charter school, Emerald Academy, in 2015 

as community leaders turned to public 

charter schools as a way to expand education 

options for more families. The Emerald Youth 

Foundation, a nonprofit organization dedicated 
to supporting underserved youth in Knoxville, 

helped open the school to focus on promoting 

a college-going culture for students.
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TN PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL COMMISSION

Established in 2019 to serve as an appellate 

authorizer for public charter schools in 

Tennessee, the Tennessee Charter School 

Commission now authorizes 15 schools in 

operation in cities across the state, with 6 

more that have been approved but are not yet 

open. An appellate authorizer is an important 

mechanism to help ensure decisions approvals 

and denials of public charter schools are made 

based on quality alone.

15
TENNESSEE CHARTER SCHOOL COMMISSION 
AUTHORIZED PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOLS*

4,790
STUDENTS ENROLLED
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*Analyses are based on data provided directly from districts as 

well as publicly available files. Schools with redacted data are 
excluded from these numbers. School counts and enrollment 

reflect FY24. Assessment data only includes TNReady, grades 3-8.
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6
OPERATORS

3
SINGLE-SITE SCHOOLS

ACHIEVEMENT SCHOOL DISTRICT (ASD)

Established in 2011, the Achievement School 

District (ASD) is the state-run turnaround 

system implemented to intervene in the state’s 

lowest-performing schools. With the goal of 

providing innovative supports and improving 

student achievement, the ASD leverages 

charter operators and directly operates a 

select few schools to support this work. Since 

its beginning, the district has seen both bright 

spots and noted challenges in its efforts to 
improve the quality of these local schools, but 

the ASDs most recent approach focuses on 

collaboration and partnership with local school 

districts to turn around schools together.

13
ASD SCHOOLS*

4,376
STUDENTS ENROLLED
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*Analyses are based on data provided directly from districts as well as 

publicly available files. Schools with redacted data are excluded from 
these numbers. School counts and enrollment reflect FY24.
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6
OPERATORS
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THE PATH FORWARD

5

4

3

2

1
ENSURING FACILITIES 
FUNDING AND EQUITABLE 
FACILITIES ACCESS FOR PUBLIC 
CHARTER SCHOOLS .

SUPPORTING CHARTER SCHOOL 
DIRECT FUNDING IN THE TISA 
FUNDING FORMULA .

ENSURING CHARTER SCHOOLS 
HAVE THE ABILITY TO PARTICIPATE 
IN THE STATE PARENTAL LEAVE 
REIMBURSEMENT PROGRAM 
AVAILABLE FOR PUBLIC  
SCHOOL EDUCATORS .

SUPPORTING CHARTER SCHOOLS 
THAT WISH TO SERVE STUDENTS 
WHO HAVE EXPERIENCED 
CHALLENGES THAT MAKE 
ATTENDING AND SUCCEEDING IN 
SCHOOL MORE DIFFICULT .

MAINTAINING TENNESSEE’S  
STRONG HISTORY OF ASSESSMENT 
AND ACCOUNTABILITY .

Each year, the Tennessee Charter School Center team 

strives to ensure that every student in Tennessee 

has access to a high-quality, public school option. 

It is vital for the future of Tennessee’s students to 

encourage innovation and student-focused practices. 

Our Goal
THE TENNESSEE CHARTER SCHOOL CENTER’S 
GOAL IS THAT WITHIN THIS DECADE, TENNESSEE 
WILL BE THE BEST PLACE IN THE COUNTRY TO 
LAUNCH A PUBLIC CHARTER SCHOOL  .

CONNECT
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