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Editoral
Page

ditorials represent the institu-

tional opinion of the newspaper.

That opinion is shaped by the
editorial board on behalf of the news-
paper’s owners. The editorial board is
advisory to Vice President and Editorial
Page Editor Keven Ann Willey, who is
advisory to the newspaper’s editor and
publisher. The editorial board has de-
veloped this statement of philosophy to
guide its thinking:

“As the soul of the newspaper and the
conscience of the community, the editorial
pages provoke, inspire and challenge readers.
We believe in a progressive conservatism that
advocates civil rights, fiscal responsibility,
environmental stewardship, effective
local governments, public accountability and
an internationalist foreign policy.”

How editorial opinions are developed:
Editorial board members offer topic ideas
during regular staff meetings. The topic,
message and tone of the proposed editorial are
often hotly debated. The editor listens carefully
to the debate, selects a course of action and asks
for a volunteer writer. Often the editorial writer
whose arguments have carried the day
volunteers. Editorials are unsigned because
they represent the institution’s view, rather
than the view of the individual writer.

The best editorials are persuasive,
compelling, relevant to readers, passionate,
constructive, timely and provocative. They are
well researched and smartly written. They are,
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EDITORIALS

Over-Exposed

Vilifying opponents’ lewd books is hardly novel

ith Demwerat James Webb im-  is Many don't do it well in any respect, bat
probubly threatening o end his  scencs invalving sex are notoricusly difficult

.5, Senate career, malad

vt Wir- o pull off artfully, even for }lrl'rl."\‘\-lillhﬂlll'll

emin COP jpeambent George Allen un-  ers. What hope conld pelitical figures with lit-
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EDITORIAL Al his opponent is & Conzider this clumsy leshian
vk wriker. soene from e 1981 niovel by a fa-
Here we ehhis notonlya former # J ] |— 5 W mous Republican: “The wemen
S 0 Il Br who embraced in the wagon
offer the nplished povelist, e FIELDS were Adam and Eve crossing o
newspaper’s en :‘dhu;;u dlhll'u brutality ]"lI]III dark cathedral stage — oo, Fve
f f : t and the dehumaniza- 3 and Eve, loving one anather as
|nst|tut|ona| i — which he saw first 1‘Iw}' wnuh’. n:}lu hu u‘hk— i ance
opinion. a decorated V they ate of the froit and knew
he short prssag themselves as they truly were.”
e cempaigm cibed would be Mo Mr, Allen were to at-

o most ohservers, distasteful.
One Virginia state legislator
the Wehh novels
were — wait for it — unfit for
children, Oh, the huamanity,
This is, of crurse, boob-hait, a her
eynical attempt to freak oat the rustics, Texas
voters might recall  thas
T |l'| red Head, Democratic candidate for

wmsped  that

bodice-ripy
hereharacts
The nove

A breath of fresh air

n Susan Combs this sum
mer, contending that the nanghty bits of a
he'd written offered dues to the Senate for six years and the best you can

s role is to write about life as it

s of that chestmat
a5 unfit for office biased on this,
]u,' u‘llu]ﬂ nal o 1 ."lil\'l.' 1y G-
tend with her long, exemplary
record of public service but alse
hushand, Viee Presiden
Irick Cheney. Yes, the author of that excorpt is
Lynne Chency,

If the palls are i be believed, Mr. Allen's
embarrassing attack on Mr. Webb's books mot
him q-ﬂm'l,h novwhere with voters, Good, e
Mr. Webb said the oiber day, *Ifyou've been in

the marvelowsly

el the ~am-:\lup|l.1 stunt
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Hits and Misses

Any caffeine in coffee?
Rz “Beware the Buxz — Par-
ents, ane your teens s
ing " Tuesday E.
If won're

through energy drlL'uL.-.,uuul -cluul'h.l
also kooks 3t the ampunt of caffine
acults eorsame in & Angle cup of
worffise,

||I|’ ﬁ\.\,llulli |-||’|"'|l\<.|ll'!||ru'|l-
fee contains S0 10
ol calleine; an
Foead Bl comtains ahout ‘H.J |~1|l||
grams, What's h._ x|||||_ e

ik, bash i, |=ulal =t b cunn-
sistent in bashing wll caffeine con-
SUTHETS,

Mt Psiiaoiad,
aoe fianen DS,
(il Choistiom Sehoud, Bof ek

[ niot ca]l here again
Pl
it that o

calls are guing Lo encourage or
SYWEY TV VHE, YOu are '-.uh i
Raken.

Have yom ennsidered somenne
might b nurdng 2 newhorn, not
feeling well, proparing for dinner
guesls or @ring fr o mentally
challenged v membr? '

Your two minutes of fme have
passed; yom wasted my time bad-
'mll:llh £ Your opponent, instead
ekt yom wiould try b
do. Uy apobogizing for not geiting
the things dome you had promised
and saving how vou would do o
diflerently iFgivin another oppor-
ity

Is it any wonder most cities suf-

LETTERS

CARTOON

We subscribe

to more than a
dozen cartoonists
nationwide and
cull through
drawings daily

to pick the best.

Political cartoons
on the editorial
page are generally
consistent with
the newspaper’s
views on issues.

Cartoons on the
Viewpoints page
reflect a variety
of perspectives.
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YOU CAN HITTHESWITCH'
After TXU's overcharge, I'm going shopping

Rez “¥iny Cam Hilt the Switzh — Make enery firmns work: foryoar

Fisiness," Wednesday Editorials

1 made TXU Energy work
for me, By current sheciric
bill made me stand wp and
e alhe , s 1 hacl thirn
re-redd my meter

After  pumarous  bele-
phome  calls and  wading
through prompis, 1 inssted
on & re-reading. 1 was tobd
that if T was wrong, there
wonkl bea charge — and, v
the way, H wonbd take seven
buisiness days toget it dome,

Finally, it was comfimmed
— a ‘sl
img. Tt wesn'l s
bwaever, 11 wus
read to the lune o

Kilowatt Bours. 1 ean do mathe Based oo my bill's averape price of

1443 cents por kilowntt hour
M Lhit = an overcharge,

sl — that’s 5900, 85!

Sion my kilowstis notone more kiowant monsent! TXU Ener-

v, 1 poing shopping!

KA, Bomaey, Dllas

Where was this editorial when we needed it?

Better late tham never, regarding vour editortal on the exorbi-

tnnt electric prices we have paid for the past severn] menths, TXU
i il Of dalburs samee thee price of

in humdreclsof milk

"rm.l 'mo think you have Llllll. v \Hn l.|u. |1||1 whene were

yrwhenwe needed hedp (ram §-

ming on?

1L1.u. it ey bave bpen that o
the price 10 beat singe the Loy
XL was rght i the maddleaof

LETTERS

It’s an overstatement to
describe Letters to the Editor

by definition, opinionated.

Sometimes, the most powerful editorial is a

Morth Texas has weachod an important sirguality berchmark, meeting the EPA’s one-
hour standard forozone levels. The EPA s=1s maximum acceptable bevels for air pollat
anta. Avud for 16 vears, Dallas-Forl Worth has been designated s non-attabement ans
becsse ofour dirty air North Tesas still must mect more stringent eight-hour stan-

feramepidenic ol voler apathy?
Shieron Pederiila, Daltas

as the heart of vibrant
editorial pages, but on many

photo with a single sentence. Other times, it’s a
1,000-word treatise. The power is in the topic
selection, the logic employed and the rhythm of
the writing. In shaping the content of daily and
weekly commentary pages, the editors keep the
department’s five aspirations top of mind:
Provide strong community leadership, provide
aforum for informed debate, get new
voices/viewpoints on the pages, actively engage
readers and increase readership of these pages
and the newspaper as a whole.

KEVEN ANN WILLEY
Vice president and editorial page editor, 48

At The Dallas Morning News
since late 2002, Keven
developed herinterestin
politics early. When her family
lived in Washington, D.C., her
mother used to take Kevenas a
baby in her bassinet to the U.S. Senate gallery to
watch the likes of Everett Dirksen and Estes
Kefauver debate the issues of the day. Three
decades later, Keven was a political columnist for
The Arizona Republic in a state that for most of the
’80s and ’90s was best known for impeaching,
indicting or otherwise politically impaling its
governors. Her editorial pagesin Arizona were
twice finalists for the Pulitzer Prize. Keven studied
briefly in Europe and Mexico before graduating
magna cum laude from Northern Arizona
University and starting (but never finishing) a

dlards bcomg

rwith foderal repalations, Bat this sim ol prl'q.;nu.l.ljem.hal.\gm hremth-

mga s:nﬂl.'::gh ol relief,

Happy birthday, Family Gateway!
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A smile? Nah — surely not

Wecould huve sworm we saw Dullas Cowbays cozch Bill Par-
cells sondle afler Sunday's win over Caroling, Theman with the
usually paincd cxpresson actually sppearcd to be cogoying
himsed Caganin, While therean: noguaramees that guarberback
Tiomy Boena will conti peir, we hope Coach Parcells
sl s B i Che ame again, And every onoe ina while,
—  flash those pearly whites, Cosch.

Party of two ... and a dog

Dgs are part of amy truly

HITS AND MISSES
This quick, witty
Saturday staple
offers a venue for
comment-in-short
on a wide variety

of developments.

'1:|\"~|TIJII friemdly v hun I andezape, Thats why we n.I"T‘l-J.'III.'"'I'. -:LI'- III Diallas’
(Ficial

: l'tlrl.lluu. whotirn IL|ll1ILIr niss ik the
Ll'nl.'. this: |M"3ahn‘1l.l"fll'|j mdlnamumpl.m requini ngeemers o
[beer their peets. As long as those mbes are enforced, it time 1o b= the dops out.

e polls

thez sure thimgs rum aghl And we sababe Jastin Michols, SMU godentasd
g"u'ﬂ .|[ll.m.lT'd|'ll Fast Fx-n'r-rFIiglu teena — Kristen Sout and Pein
Rectinns Assistance Commission savs the average age for poll workers is
I b prarticipating in their 26th congressional clection by that age.

wtass pulpits

©)

Thi B, Texd Magzard, a Colerado megachurch minister wha, as bead of the Nstional
Assaciationsol Evargelicals, is one ol Ue courstry's most powerful religious
shipiped dowen this week amid land allegations that he'd cansed on 2 sesua

215,
Mairwath a

male prostituie, Mr, Haggand initially denicd the clsims, but asofthis writing, officials

at his chiurch sy he hasadmitted tsome of there However, on Friday his accuser
Whatever theouboorme, the scandal s a tremendous setback e evangelicals, I0eould derail

a pilyzraph

el

the camipaign o pass 8 Coloredo state constitutional amendment Toesday defining marmage os solely

btwasn 5 man and 5 woman

Ared card for taking up the court’s time

e e

o1 hieads, or at least headgear, prevailed when the parents of a player
dropped a federal kaveanit that head scoused the team’s coach off
ezainst pender discrimination. Sowhat was the big infrection? The coach of the:

= Highland Park girls' sac
ing Title IX profoctions
rls tearm had requined

players wowear prodective headgear while the coach ofthe bovs” team didn'L. So lets seeifwe have this
right. A oack tries i protect i players from njeny and hegots seensed of gender diserimination? The

brirst prart ool this sbory s that it's over, That worse g

rt s that ot made it

It's not a hard formula ...
Rz “Bo why are the jails fall?
by Ml Smith, Wednesday Letters,
11 th police take 1hose off the

THE MAILBAL
Mot surprisingly, with a nativnal
election bearing down onus,
letters related to Toesd ay's vote
iy e

streel who ane commh g v,
thi erimii rate goes down bigans:
there ane fewer ermimals running
lowsa committing erimes.
Thee police put these perpetra
s i il the jadls Gl ap.
That's what's up with that. It's
simple arithmetic,
i Hly

tell, Whileshore

50 where's the logic?
R "B sy are the jails Ml
by Wlae Smith, Wednesday Letters,
and “If welne woting, mavks you
shanaldn't,® by Mike Hashimotn,
Moy Viewpoints.
Let's soe: jails full, erime down
Cih, m hi% liethe writer repe
resents the people [ hope say
Bearse froma valing, The lmdh m
norant  have At least
chanee of picking, the lese
evils, Tt vy does ooe deal with
bowice like this?
Fanaly Fiicing, Cagar 00

Who shouldn't vote? You

Rez “If wee'ne voling, maybe you
shaonkdn't,” by Wike Hashimotn,
Morday Viewpoints.

While: T enpourige eervan i
wole, | agree that scme peophe
ahnld not — namely the ed
bpard of The Dallps M
Wi,

The beard recommendead Joe
Bartom, saving, “We bope he uses
his growing influence in Washing
o o imiprove his I.'III:IMI‘LI\'IIL"C
health,” even |J1uu3{]‘L|IJ>|ug’|il.d.‘.i.\‘\:
record shows he's pod interested in
e enengy,

The board picked Peke Ses-
sioms, with the wish that bed dem-

r scramble Lo oy

ally, the John Kerry
I e feasenvias not
dirgaly nld.lullrnlht Kepub-
licars=vs = Democrals wg=aol-war
orver Conpress and various state-
hionises, bt ol somese it was, Mr,
Kerry padleul ponrdy among betbe
wribers, meost of whom toeok lim
to task for his remarks, although
hiee el have somie passianite
supporiers E Bewhere, the actual
milierms and our governors
e et poplar, iFwell worn,
subjects, Nest wesk, we can ganpe
the rescthon to whatever lappens
Tuesday and what it means,
Lotters this weok: 725
Hattepics John Kerry's com-
ments, 158 midierm eloctions,
T powverion s race, 45,
Mtk s

soune ping o base vour choics:
an hopes and wishes instesd of re
seareh, donvote, 105 complicated
as Mr, Hashimata wrote, and wha
youdon't know could burt me,
Lindin Coderar, Dl

Meaning what he said ...

The liberal media really had 1
er for Sen. John
Kerry aml bim aespicabde state
ment about the roops in Drag
Thewe iis ne-guestion that he mean
what he said Al yon have to dis i
o back bo his testimony hefon
Congress b sov the disdain he ba
Tor the military.

What's sl s that e 5 speaks
for the entire Democratic Party
Your can cdearly see this in othed
siatements from  Demoerats. |
v ot agree, where ane e
pa w5 Lo him?
They soemn b b missimgimaction,
Seade Finieh, Gl

days, they are at least the raw
nerve. Get it off your chest.

Letters are your chance,
impeded only by our
200-word limit and our
editing for clarity, style and
accuracy. The News receives
about 1,000 each week; about
10 percent will see print in our
representative sampling.

We love focused letters that
make a point with humor,
irony or precision. The more
short letters we publish, the
more of you get your thoughts
on our pages. We place a
priority on letters that disagree
with our editorial positions.

On Saturdays, we survey the
week in our “Mailbag” feature.

Write to letterstoeditor@
dallasnews.com; Letters From
Readers, TDMN, P.O. Box
655237, Dallas, Texas 75265;
or, viafax, to 972-263-0456.

Always give us your name,
street address, city/state, ZIP
code and a daytime number
to verify your authorship.

readyiogosouth, Il bay!
Al Hadter, Iroing

master’s program in Spanish literature. She and

her chef husband enjoy hiking and biking.

E-mail kwilley @dallasnews.com

Pass the plate?

You'd think the Baptist General Comventson of Texas would bave notbeed that sooething was anilss when
all tuat a hanwfal of the 268 churches it was bankrolling in the Bio Grande Valkey cither never materialiood
bi

oo weren Loy b long. At least the group had the good serse
it the matter. Bot neny the orgamzstbon must figure ot w
Nian in fuapelid voharder pastors betwesn 199% and 2006, Stay tumsed for e dae

.L'.'I..1;|:pl.|:||.d tera big chunk of the 1.3 mil-

Waprcalis rigder sheri sra
reseriatesanpls, Lin
Gap gy ¥

n priat ndl pa blishs oo

kitars
wirepaintg il
W
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THE EDITORIAL BOARD

ROD DREHER
Assistant editorial page editor, 38

Rod helps select and
edit content for
Points, the Sunday
commentary
section,and also
writes columns and
editorials. A National Review alumnus,
Rod has a seat on the editorial board’s
right wing. But as the author of
Crunchy Cons, a book about
neo-traditionalist conservatives with
countercultural sensibilities, Rod finds
his “faith, family and community” style
of conservatism sometimes clashes
with the Republican mainstream. He
joined The News in 2003 and livesin
Dallas with his wife and kids. He prides
himself on being an avid indoorsman.

E-mail rdreher @dallasnews.com

MIKE HASHIMOTO

Assistant editorial page editor, 48

and writes editorials.

E-mail mhashimoto @ dallasnews.com

B®8182SA812PAE@

Everything and
nothing about Mike’s
first 20 years at The
News prepared him
for life onthe
opinion pages.

In nine years with SportsDay and 11
years on the city desk, he had grown
accustomedto being the only
right-wing nutinaroom — with
staunch Democrat parents

and sisters and typical college
(UT-Arlington) and newsroom
experiences — so the editorial board
offers him a little company. Today, he
does some editing, particularly
editorial columnist William McKenzie,

MACARENA HERNANDEZ
Editorial columnist, 32

Macarena has been
with the board since
2005. Aside from
her weekly column,
she writes editorials
onimmigration,
education and social issues. Before
joining The News, Macarena covered
Northern Mexico and South Texas for
the San Antonio Express-News as its
Rio Grande Valley Bureau Chief. She
worked for San Francisco-based
Latino.com during the height of the
dot.comboom. She spent a year
teaching English at La Joya High
School, where she graduated fromin
1992. The New York Times, Los Angeles
Times and Latina magazine have
published her work.

E-mail mhernandez@dallasnews.com

5 25507595

RODGER JONES
Editorial writer, 56

Texification. That's a
process Rodger has
enjoyed since
arriving from Ohio 21
yearsago,justin
time for Texas’
sesquicentennial. He joined the
editorial board in 2004 after a decade
as state editor and some years on the
Metro desk. A Richardson resident, he
focuses on state and local issues,
politics especially. He also looks for the
chance to comment on what he calls
“life’s strange and overlooked
byproducts.” He’ll editorialize in
whatever form that works best for
readers, such as the world’s first
singing Internet editorial he wrote and
performed a couple of years ago.

E-mail rmjones @dallasnews.com

A12 _ 01-02-2007 Set: 19:48:51
Sent by: wpry Opinion

MICHAEL LANDAUER
Assistant editorial page editor, 32

As assistant editorial
page editor for
suburbs, Michael
deals with alot of
community issues,
such as, “How many
Starbucks should be built at any one
intersection?” He alsois the
mastermind behind such popular
reader-interaction features as Teacher
Voices, Classroom Voices and
Sounding Off,and he was named one
of the nation’s “20 Under 40” people to
watch by Presstime magazine, a
newspaper trade journal. A graduate
of Texas A&M, Michael has worked for
The Morning News since 1997. He, his
wife, Holly, and their dog, Parker, live in
the White Rock Lake area.

E-mail mlandauer @dallasnews.com
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COMMUNITY OPINIONS

In addition to the main editorial and op-ed pages,
we publish Community Opinionsin the Metro
sectionin most of the suburban parts of North
Texas. Some of these pagesinclude staff-written
editorials onimportant local issues, but the forumis
highly interactive with features such as Sounding
Off, a weekly e-mail question of the week that takes
the temperature of readers on a variety of issues.
The backboneis a collection of 84 “Voices”
volunteers, regular folks who write monthly
columns for one-year stints. Expansion to other
areas is in the works for this year.

POINTS

Points is the Sunday opinion and commentary
section of The Dallas Morning News. Like the daily
pages, Points features editorials, op-ed columns
and the expanded letters section so popular with
readers. But Pointsis also the place to find sharply
written, in-depth analysis of current events and
trends, as well as eclectic and unconventional takes
onissues from the world of politics, ethics and
morality, pop culture, foreign affairs, technology, the
arts and, most of all, dispatches from the front lines
of the culture war. Points aims to be a fun, stylish
read for intellectually engaged people.

Tuesday, January 2, 2007 Page 13A

DALLAS MORNING VIEWS

Editorial board members get warmed up by
airing their theories, arguments and peeves on
the blog Dallas Morning Views. They often butt
heads on subjects that later end up
as published editorials. Readers not
only can watch the debate unfold —
they canjoinit via e-mail (if they
don’t mind an occasional pointed
retort). The blogis usually good for some levity
out of left field as well as links to surprise or
stimulating info sources. Check it out at:
DallasNews.com/opinion/blog

e Dalns Moring Sews VIEWPOINTS
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Stage is
too big
for Kinky

He's tailed to offer substance,
savs MACARENA HERMANDEZ, a1l

Texans deserve much more

hen | first heard Kimky Frind-
T s g it Lhe
pulermtonial roce, Uhave io

wwilrmat, | gt cntcibil, Mol bocwase Lwas
comyineed the Cuban cgar-chomping
et eleserverd myoie. Bal i palite
cal seene eroadisd with @ zultanl-
i, mirhirishid ean | idates, the
Einkster stnod aul, That |we easaly colleted
127 15 algnatirey — i | o Uisay bl
the mumber peguirest tor | cure his nemoeon
Uiz hallonl — Rkl e it | Pvenfion heand
ittt T on | fisf un.

[ sguimhin
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WEEKLY COLUMNISTS s

Want to know what William s

McKenzie thinks the state e
Legislature will accomplish Iy whan

this time around? Or what ‘}:'L,’““"’
Macarena Hernandez thinks  =didsie
about the latest flare-up g
regarding illegal Hhoging
immigration? How Carl mesinee
Leubsdorf assesses the last ~ ™"#
two years of the Bush Kinkx
presidency? What Mark lﬁ‘f.fiu._.,

Davis plans to do next in his s e i

il'lﬂl‘?"

losing fight against smoking Ing il
5 7t b

bans? (rowi b
Here’s their schedule: it
1 time.

Tuesday: William McKenzie  "®

o el
Wednesday: Mark Davis "
Thursday: Carl Leubsdorf Lt No matter your afhiliation,
H . 4 “laefvire :
Friday: Macarena Hernandez oo you should root for
Hrep e e Tl
themnwith ki, this rising star to run,
T snre s Tl Binky rifreshing
Uull]ul1|:lc:|s'tmc'l.|| “LI I::nul.d fa;u.i hiim SHvVs nﬂwn Bnums
e s b b Goweriaoe's Mansion. T
Capchy cium paig siomns will onky teke
:‘":'] n’:ﬁ] i o e fpvrrites s, Wiy the arack C¥bama shoald nan for president
My st b, bt bl foe? B
[really doa't think bekoows why boe

rumming for gereerme: Sl be secms L
e givemone tegh i bkegalizing
weed thin b has b regulating toiton. Up
antil  fivwewendes agen, bedilnteven know
the tota] nonmit af the stete budge or
whal Tissas spaondeos education Yot s
sy sarwni skibe srerailines s et g o0

Seecm e should rum hecaise of lisage e, b
e, Crluma’s ienpecieniee 15 his inestabwins B CIHT

He should run first for the good of his party. It would demoralize the
Demsnerts 1o go thowgly & long primaey season with the most exciting
ﬁglm' i the party |.qu:|1ﬁu,|,: off in the distanee like some IlII.i|!|'ll{l.h‘.h:l'h!l‘l|ll'|ll‘|]_
The next Democratic nomines should either be Bamck Chama or should have
the stature that would come from defeiting Barsck Obame, hedf o

it by el Felurisig b hismode, whicl
I, delifveration snd revoociliation

BALANCE OF OPINION

Fy NANUY K RUTT

Power
forecasts

I Dems take control, there'll be
big changes — or there won't

1o that e eommentarial his aimos

mmarim by devicled vegers ikl

will hond ab lesst the LR Hinse ko
b Do s, Hlarobill Moy ol
Bermee Bnr ot have eresied garsdlel unnoers-
exirmmgiming wht will happen nexl.

=1 Dheimnerats by ioele cher that

ere’s o firt tear ollegislaton they men b
g by ol almas edinlerhy afler Lhe
new Comgres aomenes,” M Mevemson
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Viewpoints
Page

hy is it called the op-ed page?
Because it appears opposite
the editorial page.
We call our op-ed page Viewpoints,
but consider it a virtual public square,
a meeting place of provocative, diverse
ideas — particularly ideas and voices
other than our own. Like the editorial
page, everything on Viewpoints is,
by definition, opinionated.

In addition to a few regular staff columns, this
page is the home of a variety of nationally
syndicated columnists and online bloggers of all
political and cultural stripes. Other writers are
national experts whom we contact to write on a
particularly hot topic or authors whose work we
occasionally excerpt.

Viewpoints is also the town square for local
issues, some written by well-known names in the
community and others written by “just plain
folks.” Our thinking is that the greater diversity of
opinion that we print on Viewpoints and in our
Letters column, the more credible and well
informed our editorials will be.

Editor Sharon Grigsby makes the selections for
this page, evaluating about 300 columns daily —
submissions by university professors all over the
U.S., by foreign correspondents all over the world,
by your neighbor down the block. And, we hope,
from you!

So what is she looking for? Passion and
persuasiveness.

The best Viewpoints writers are nearly always
intense about their subject, be it the latest political
outrage, the newest obesity research or the
weirdest pop culture phenom.

And they have logic, not just emotion, behind
them. While we like to keep things stirred up on
Viewpoints, we are just as committed to balance.
So much so that we keep careful track to make
sure we provide readers an equal number of
conservative and liberal voices.

For 2006, we logged 392 conservative columns
(43 percent ) and 376 liberal ones (41 percent),
with a few in between. We give the same attention
to diversity in gender, race, age and topics.

Have something fresh to say? Make your best
arguments in about 600 words — that’s about
twice as long as this article. Write to:
viewpoints@dallasnews.com; Viewpoints,
TDMN, Box 655237, Dallas, Texas 75265.

Meet you here tomorrow for the latest debate.

SHARON GRIGSBY
Deputy editorial page editor, 50

She’s worked in most every
nook of The News since 1980 —
including as Metro editor,
political editor, national editor,
features editor and city
assignments editor. Translation:
Sharon knows just enough about any subject to be
dangerous. She joined Editorial in 2004,
overseeing the department’s day-to-day
operations. Favorite columnists: James Lileks and
Kathleen Parker. Proudest innovation: publishing
bloggers on Viewpoints long before most papers
were taking them seriously. Sharon’s worked in
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New York and Detroit, but is a native Texan, which

you figure out the first time she tells you she

graduated from BAAAylor. She is blessed with two
inquisitive teenage sons, both of whom love to
argue politics or literature until the wee hours. Oh,
in her spare time — just before dawn — she’sa
distance runner.

E-mail sgrigsby @dallasnews.com

COLLEEN McCAIN NELSON
Editorial writer, 32

Politics is a passion
for Colleen, who
covered local, state
and national
campaigns before
joining the editorial
boardin May. She criss-crossed the
country with John Kerry and George
W. Bushin 2004 and spent a few years
at Dallas City Hall. She’s still writing
about city government and has added
air quality to her areas of expertise.
She also has plenty to say about pop
culture and sports. A graduate of the
University of Kansas, Colleenis crazed
about KU basketball. She and her
husband are raising a dog named Phog
and are perpetually training for their
next marathon.

E-mail cmccain @dallasnews.com

WILLIAM McKENZIE
Editorial columnist, 52

Bill has divided his
career between
Washington and his
native Texas. The
University of Texas
grad worked for
1980 presidential candidate John
Anderson and then spent 10 wild
years editing the Ripon Forum. He
found himself worrying about
budgets one minute, the next
interviewing political bigwigs. Texas
drew Bill back in1991to join The News
editorial board, where he writes
editorials and a weekly column. He
specializesin George W. Bush, religion
and all things Texas. He’s married to a
fellow writer with whom he shares
energetic twins.

E-mail wmckenzie @ dallasnews.com
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JIMMITCHELL
Editorial writer, 52

Jim has been with
The News since
1984, joining the
editorial boardin
1998. His specialty is
business and
economics, but he’s been known to
craft editorials on topics as diverse as
the Wright amendment battle,
emerging technologies, international
AIDS policy, city politics and cultural
and societal shifts. Jim graduated from
Loyola University, earned a master’s
degreeinjournalism from
Northwestern University, and attended
business and economics workshops.
Meeting Nelson Mandelain South
Africa was his most unforgettable
career moment.

E-mail jmitchell @ dallasnews.com
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G.NOEL GROSS
Senior designer, 34

Noel, our resident
wiseacre, conceives
and presents 18
layouts each week
that accurately and
attractively reflect
our content — such as today’s two-
page “behind the opinions” feature.
Noel’s new to political punditry having
spent most of his 10 years with The
News covering arts and entertainment.
(We swore election years were a lot like
Oscar season.) His all-time favorite
films are /t’s @ Wonderful Life and

The Texas Chainsaw Massacre. The
seventh-generation Longviewite and
father of five — two dachshunds and
three cats — now lives in South Grand
Prairie with bride Bonnie.

E-mail ngross@dallasnews.com
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NICOLE STOCKDALE
Presentation editor, 29

Despite being the
lone 20-something
onthe board, Nicole
assures you that she
doesn’tgetall her
news from The Daily
Show; she watches The Colbert Report
too. She works with Noel, Sharon and
the art departments to bring energy to
our content and visuals. Growing up in
Kansas, she was once sent to schoolin
an elephant sweater with the
instructions, “Say you’re a Young
Republican” — but she’s found more
balance since. She joined the editorial
boardin October after seven yearsasa
copy editor. She’s an avid blogger; her
blog on copy editing has tens of tens of
readers. (Hey, it /s about copy editing.)

E-mail nstockdale @dallasnews.com
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COMMUNITY OPINIONS

In addition to the main editorial and op-ed pages,
we publish Community Opinionsin the Metro
sectionin most of the suburban parts of North
Texas. Some of these pagesinclude staff-written
editorials onimportant local issues, but the forumis
highly interactive with features such as Sounding
Off, a weekly e-mail question of the week that takes
the temperature of readers on a variety of issues.
The backboneis a collection of 84 “Voices”
volunteers, regular folks who write monthly
columns for one-year stints. Expansion to other
areas is in the works for this year.

POINTS

Points is the Sunday opinion and commentary
section of The Dallas Morning News. Like the daily
pages, Points features editorials, op-ed columns
and the expanded letters section so popular with
readers. But Pointsis also the place to find sharply
written, in-depth analysis of current events and
trends, as well as eclectic and unconventional takes
onissues from the world of politics, ethics and
morality, pop culture, foreign affairs, technology, the
arts and, most of all, dispatches from the front lines
of the culture war. Points aims to be a fun, stylish
read for intellectually engaged people.

Tuesday, January 2, 2007 Page 13A

DALLAS MORNING VIEWS

Editorial board members get warmed up by
airing their theories, arguments and peeves on
the blog Dallas Morning Views. They often butt
heads on subjects that later end up
as published editorials. Readers not
only can watch the debate unfold —
they canjoinit via e-mail (if they
don’t mind an occasional pointed
retort). The blogis usually good for some levity
out of left field as well as links to surprise or
stimulating info sources. Check it out at:
DallasNews.com/opinion/blog

e Dalns Moring Sews VIEWPOINTS
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Viewpoints
Page

hy is it called the op-ed page?
Because it appears opposite
the editorial page.
We call our op-ed page Viewpoints,
but consider it a virtual public square,
a meeting place of provocative, diverse
ideas — particularly ideas and voices
other than our own. Like the editorial
page, everything on Viewpoints is,
by definition, opinionated.

In addition to a few regular staff columns, this
page is the home of a variety of nationally
syndicated columnists and online bloggers of all
political and cultural stripes. Other writers are
national experts whom we contact to write on a
particularly hot topic or authors whose work we
occasionally excerpt.

Viewpoints is also the town square for local
issues, some written by well-known names in the
community and others written by “just plain
folks.” Our thinking is that the greater diversity of
opinion that we print on Viewpoints and in our
Letters column, the more credible and well
informed our editorials will be.

Editor Sharon Grigsby makes the selections for
this page, evaluating about 300 columns daily —
submissions by university professors all over the
U.S., by foreign correspondents all over the world,
by your neighbor down the block. And, we hope,
from you!

So what is she looking for? Passion and
persuasiveness.

The best Viewpoints writers are nearly always
intense about their subject, be it the latest political
outrage, the newest obesity research or the
weirdest pop culture phenom.

And they have logic, not just emotion, behind
them. While we like to keep things stirred up on
Viewpoints, we are just as committed to balance.
So much so that we keep careful track to make
sure we provide readers an equal number of
conservative and liberal voices.

For 2006, we logged 392 conservative columns
(43 percent ) and 376 liberal ones (41 percent),
with a few in between. We give the same attention
to diversity in gender, race, age and topics.

Have something fresh to say? Make your best
arguments in about 600 words — that’s about
twice as long as this article. Write to:
viewpoints@dallasnews.com; Viewpoints,
TDMN, Box 655237, Dallas, Texas 75265.

Meet you here tomorrow for the latest debate.

SHARON GRIGSBY
Deputy editorial page editor, 50

She’s worked in most every
nook of The News since 1980 —
including as Metro editor,
political editor, national editor,
features editor and city
assignments editor. Translation:
Sharon knows just enough about any subject to be
dangerous. She joined Editorial in 2004,
overseeing the department’s day-to-day
operations. Favorite columnists: James Lileks and
Kathleen Parker. Proudest innovation: publishing
bloggers on Viewpoints long before most papers
were taking them seriously. Sharon’s worked in
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New York and Detroit, but is a native Texan, which

you figure out the first time she tells you she

graduated from BAAAylor. She is blessed with two
inquisitive teenage sons, both of whom love to
argue politics or literature until the wee hours. Oh,
in her spare time — just before dawn — she’sa
distance runner.

E-mail sgrigsby @dallasnews.com

COLLEEN McCAIN NELSON
Editorial writer, 32

Politics is a passion
for Colleen, who
covered local, state
and national
campaigns before
joining the editorial
boardin May. She criss-crossed the
country with John Kerry and George
W. Bushin 2004 and spent a few years
at Dallas City Hall. She’s still writing
about city government and has added
air quality to her areas of expertise.
She also has plenty to say about pop
culture and sports. A graduate of the
University of Kansas, Colleenis crazed
about KU basketball. She and her
husband are raising a dog named Phog
and are perpetually training for their
next marathon.

E-mail cmccain @dallasnews.com

WILLIAM McKENZIE
Editorial columnist, 52

Bill has divided his
career between
Washington and his
native Texas. The
University of Texas
grad worked for
1980 presidential candidate John
Anderson and then spent 10 wild
years editing the Ripon Forum. He
found himself worrying about
budgets one minute, the next
interviewing political bigwigs. Texas
drew Bill back in1991to join The News
editorial board, where he writes
editorials and a weekly column. He
specializesin George W. Bush, religion
and all things Texas. He’s married to a
fellow writer with whom he shares
energetic twins.

E-mail wmckenzie @ dallasnews.com
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JIMMITCHELL
Editorial writer, 52

Jim has been with
The News since
1984, joining the
editorial boardin
1998. His specialty is
business and
economics, but he’s been known to
craft editorials on topics as diverse as
the Wright amendment battle,
emerging technologies, international
AIDS policy, city politics and cultural
and societal shifts. Jim graduated from
Loyola University, earned a master’s
degreeinjournalism from
Northwestern University, and attended
business and economics workshops.
Meeting Nelson Mandelain South
Africa was his most unforgettable
career moment.

E-mail jmitchell @ dallasnews.com
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G.NOEL GROSS
Senior designer, 34

Noel, our resident
wiseacre, conceives
and presents 18
layouts each week
that accurately and
attractively reflect
our content — such as today’s two-
page “behind the opinions” feature.
Noel’s new to political punditry having
spent most of his 10 years with The
News covering arts and entertainment.
(We swore election years were a lot like
Oscar season.) His all-time favorite
films are /t’s @ Wonderful Life and

The Texas Chainsaw Massacre. The
seventh-generation Longviewite and
father of five — two dachshunds and
three cats — now lives in South Grand
Prairie with bride Bonnie.

E-mail ngross@dallasnews.com
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NICOLE STOCKDALE
Presentation editor, 29

Despite being the
lone 20-something
onthe board, Nicole
assures you that she
doesn’tgetall her
news from The Daily
Show; she watches The Colbert Report
too. She works with Noel, Sharon and
the art departments to bring energy to
our content and visuals. Growing up in
Kansas, she was once sent to schoolin
an elephant sweater with the
instructions, “Say you’re a Young
Republican” — but she’s found more
balance since. She joined the editorial
boardin October after seven yearsasa
copy editor. She’s an avid blogger; her
blog on copy editing has tens of tens of
readers. (Hey, it /s about copy editing.)

E-mail nstockdale @dallasnews.com
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