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EXPLORING LANGUAGE:
Static images - The front page of a newspaper
http://english.unitecnology.ac.nz/resources/resources/exp_lang/frontpage.html

READ ALL ABOUT IT:
Group assessment
http://english.unitecnology.ac.nz/resources/units/newspaper2/group.html

GUIDE TO LETTER WRITING:
http://www.peta.org/alert/tkit.html

WRITE ALL ABOUT IT:
Newspaper roles
http://english.unitecnology.ac.nz/resources/units/paperprod/role.html

READ - WRITE - THINK
http://www.readwritethink.org/student_mat/student_material.asp?id=36

HOW TO CREATE A NEWSPAPER USING MICROSOFT PUBLISHER
http://www.newspapersineducation.ca/eng/level_7to9/culminating/culminating_eng.html



READ... all about it!
Class discussion before creating a class newspaper.

DISCUSS...

WHAT...

HOW...

WILL...

HOW...

HOW...

WILL...

WHAT...

WHAT...

who is going to read the class 
newspaper?

 

type of stories could go in?

will the paper be presented? Will it be 
hardcopy or desktop publishing?

we need a digital camera?

will we make editorial decisions?

there be display or classified 
advertising?

can we make the newspaper more 
appealing?

do we know about newspapers?

type of visuals can we use? 
Photographs/illustrations/drawings/
maps/charts?



Preliminary activities before students start their class newspaper.

Look at various sections of The Advertiser and list the main features.

SECTION MAIN FEATURES

the front page

a news story

a sports story

Letters to the Editor

the weather page

comics

editorial cartoon



Analyse the lead story in
The Advertiser

Using either your local newspaper or today’s lead story from The Advertiser. 

Complete the following table. 

 In 50 words (or less), summarise the main points of the story.

Complete the following analysis:

WHO (is involved)?

WHAT (do they do)?

WHEN (did it happen)?

WHERE (did it happen)?

WHY (did it happen)?

HOW (did it happen)?



The front page
Read through the front page and look at the following features:

The masthead1.	 7.    Do the photographs have captions and is the  
       photographer credited?

The headline2.	 8.    Is there one main photograph and two 
       stories?

The byline3.	 9.    Is there only one main photograph?

Is there any advertising on the front page?4.	 10.  Is there another story on the front?

What is the main story?5.	 11.  Is there a pointer on the page directing 
       readers to other sections/stories that are    
       featured in the paper?    

Is the whole main story on the front? Or does 6.	
it spill over to another page?

12.  How is the page divided into sections?



Letters to the Editor
In groups, students could read the Letters to the Editor section.  This is a community 
forum for people to write about their views on topics in the newspaper. 

Discuss these points:

What is the letter about?•	

Why has the writer written the letter?•	

What does the writer want the audience to know?•	

What news story does the letter refer to?•	

Is the writer trying to inform, persuade or entertain?•	

What is fact in the letter and what is opinion?•	

Is there humour?•	



Editorial cartoon
Jos Valdman is the cartoonist at The Advertiser.   His 
cartoons reflect an issue of interest to a wider community.  
When comparing different cartoons, discuss the topic the 
cartoonist wants the audience to think about. 

Is the character in the cartoon real or is it an event?•	

When you understand the issue/topic/event that the •	

cartoonist is illustrating how does it make you feel?

How often are the cartoons funny, sad or truthful?•	



Cartoon analysis

Is the cartoon based on 
a real person?

Is the cartoon based on 
an issue?

Who does the issue 
affect?

What is the message of 
the cartoon?

Is the character or issue 
an accurate depiction?

How many illustrations 
are there in a cartoon?

Is it funny, sad or 
making a statement?

Do you agree/disagree 
with the message?

Select a cartoon to analyse.



Helpful Tips

It could follow the layout of a front page from •	 The Advertiser.

It must contain a strong headline.•	

Include an illustration/photograph highlighting the main story.•	

The story should contain quotes from people you have interviewed.•	

The main story could be a school/student or community issue.•	

Captions are required under all photographs/illustrations.•	

A smaller second story can also feature on the front page.•	

The FRONT page



Helpful Tips

Create a name for the fashion section.•	

Decide on a theme. For example: men’s fashion, teen fashion, formal fashions, summer •	

fashion, winter fashion, a look at the 21st century clothing or clothing history.

Decide on a main illustration.•	

Write a feature about the theme.•	

Include pricing for the clothing/accessories that are featured.•	

Design one fashion ad for a large department store to include on the page.•	

The fashion page

Fashion on the web
www.vogue.com.au •	

www.girl.com.au/fashion-•	
beauty.htm 

http://www.adelaidenow.•	
com.au/lifestyle/fashion-
beauty



Helpful Tips

One story about a band that you admire.  Include quotations from a band member. •	
It must also have a headline.•	
Include an illustration/photograph.•	
Design an ad for a concert.•	

The entertainment page



Helpful Tips

A main story with a headline and a main photograph/illustration.•	
A smaller story with a mini headline and a photograph/illustration.•	
A sport advertisement.•	
The sport story could be from the school or the local sporting club.•	
Include quotations in both stories.•	

The sport page



Helpful Tips
The editorial page

Select an issue of concern to young people. •	

The issues can be based on events in the •	
newspaper, the school community or the local 
community. 

For example:  •	
 
---- Wearing school uniform should be        
    compulsory 
 
---- Students are given too much 
    homework. 
 
---- Should the driving age be lifted to 18? 
 
---- Should teens go sailing around the 
    world? 

Balance the opinion and facts.•	



Helpful Tips

Read the letters to the editor and decide on three main issues.•	
Write three letters - one for each issue - that outlines your opinion.•	
Include a cartoon illustrating one of the issues.•	

Letters to the Editor



Helpful Tips

Prepare a travel feature for a destination of your choice. E.g Queensland’s theme parks.•	

Include photographs and illustrations.•	

It could be a holiday you have gone on and you could use your own photographs.•	

Design an advertisement for a holiday destination.•	

A travel feature



  A class newspaper can be created   
  on the following topics on any unit  
  of  work  that is being researched in    
  the class.

Ancient Greece•	
Ancient Rome•	
Ancient Egypt•	
Australian explorers•	
The local community•	
Australian inventions•	
Family history•	
Our senior citizens, grandparents or •	
elders
Our school community•	
School history•	
World Cup Soccer (FIFA)•	

 

  Possible titles for the newspaper:

The Athenian Daily 
 

Ancient Greek Chronicle 
 

School Daily
The Roman 

Republic

The Community News

My ideas...

My ideas...

A thematic approach



Ideas for creating a class newspaper

Students could research historical events by interviewing family and friends.

For example: The war•	
The great Depression•	 The first flight to the moon•	
Introduction of television in Australia•	 How they spent their leisure time•	
Fashion during their youth•	 Fads over the decades•	

Notes:



Ideas for an ancient Greek newspaper
Feature Students to retell a myth of their choice.

News story Choosing an event that occurred in ancient Greece and 

reporting on it. This must answer the basic information of 

who, what, where, when, why and how.

Entertainment story Students can research a religious event to write about. 

One religious event is the festival of Dionysius.

A theatre review of a play that would have been performed 

in ancient Greece.

Sport story This could be about the Olympic Games.  The writing style 

could be a news report, a feature or a sporting story.

Advertising an event This could be the venue for the Olympic Games or it could 

be a new play or it could be the festival of Dionysius.

Display advertising Design an ad for chariots. It must also give a description of 

the item with a price.  Students can research the currency 

used in ancient Greece.

Design an ad for jewellery, pottery or paintings.

Zodiac column This could be altered so that the column reflects the power 

of the oracle in ancient  Greece.

Comic strip of the Gods Create a comic strip using a god/goddess.

Weather page The ancient Greeks believed in the power of the gods 

changing the weather. One example is the season change 

occurring because of the Persephone visiting Hades or 

lightning being caused by Zeus or Poseidon causing tidal 

waves.

Social structure of Greece Reports on the status of men, women, children and slaves.

Real estate A plan of a greek home describing the rooms.

Comic strip The twelve labours of Hercules.



Worksheet 1

Students can work in groups of three to five to produce a four-page newspaper. 

Name of group:

Name:

Name:

Name:

Name:

Name:

Our newspaper will have

Our newspaper will be ready by:

The name of our newspaper will be:

pages.

Role:

Role:

Role:

Role:

Role:

IDEAS



Front page:  Issues in school or in the 
classroom.

A feature story:  Interview a student or 
teacher who might have an unusual 
hobby, pet or interest.
Letters to the Editor. 

Create an index on page two.

An event at school - For example: 
sports day, a fair or a celebration of a 
cultural event.
An interview with the principal, or any 
staff or student with an unusual hobby.

Editorial on a topic.
E.g. Why it is important to grow 
vegetables. 
Editorial cartoon

Create a comic strip.

Write up a story about different sports 
played at the school.

Horoscope - have fun predicting the 
future.

Weather - On a map of SA write a 
weather description.

Create an advertisement of your 
choice.

Create an activity for the readers to do. 
(It could be a crossword.)

or
Worksheet 2 - possible ideas



Worksheet 3

Discussion for story ideas, photographs/illustrations.

Research or interview.

Write questions for interview.

Conduct the interview and write down the notes.

Edit the story and decide on a photograph/illustration.

Check the story for grammar.

The lead sentence grabs the reader’s attention. 

The report/story contains a headline.

The language used is interesting, informative and 
correct. 

Quotes from people interviewed are included. 

A checklist for students



Worksheet 4

Sample page

HEADLINE

BYLINE

LEAD SENTENCE

PHOTOGRAPH

Write your story on this page.



What will we call our newspaper?

Who will read our newspaper? 

Who will decide where to put the stories on the pages?

Who will check our stories for spelling, grammar and punctuation?

H ow  w i l l  o u r  n e ws p a p e r  l o o k ?

S p e c i a l  a s s i g n m e n t s

How big will the pages be?•	 How many pages will there be?•	

How many pages will contain news?•	 How many pages will contain ads?•	

How many columns will we put on a page?•	 How will we get our stories ready for the •	
newspaper? 

Who will write news stories?

Who will do the artwork for stories and ads? DEADLINE TIME! 
Our stories and ads must be finished by:

Who will write feature stories, 
puzzles or editorials?

Who will make up ads?

Decision making


