RESPONSIBILITY

About VBSR's Second Scorecard

This scorecard was compiled as a service to VBSR
members interested in seeing how their legislators
voted on VBSR’s business agenda. For more than
20 years, VBSR has advocated for policy initiatives
that recognizes that what is good for people, the
environment and our communities is also good for
Vermont business. Economic growth and good jobs
require that we build on Vermont’s unique strengths
and support the development of our social, physical
and natural infrastructure.

About the scorecard

The scorecard identifies the priority votes of the 2011-2012
biennium. VBSR clearly identified our position on these
issues through written handouts, legislative testimony
and email alerts prior to, and throughout, the legislative
session. We encourage readers to go beyond the scores
and engage legislators regarding their votes.

A special note

Our thanks and fond thoughts go out to those legislators who
passed away while in office. We did not score those legislators.
Instead, we acknowledge Representative Mark Mitchell for his
years of service.
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Senate vote by alphabetical 04

Senate vote by percentage 05
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VBSR 2011/2012 Biennium Issues

ISSUE 1
H.202 Single-Payer
Health Care (2011)

Vermont’s most ambitious health
care reform legislation in decades
put the state on the long path to a
universal health care system that

is set to cover all Vermonters and
decouple insurance from employ-
ment. The bill also began unifying
the state’s fractured health care
system and created the Green
Mountain Care Board, an appointed
five-member body that will oversee
many of the upcoming changes to
how Vermont manages health care
costs and services. The final vote
was 21-9 in the Senate and 92-49
in the House. VBSR supported a
“yes” vote on this bill.

ISSUE 2
H.56 Renewable energy
(2011)

The signature renewable energy
bill of the 2011 session built upon
the success Vermont has seen in
the past in growing its green jobs
economy and putting the state on
the road to energy independence.
This bill expanded and improved
the state’s net-metering program,
which allows Vermonters to

launch their own small-scale
energy projects and sell power
back to the electrical grid. The

bill also prevented a funding gap
for the Clean Energy Development
Fund, which leverages private
equity to create new green

energy projects. It was approved
by the Senate in a roll call and

by the House in a 132-4 vote. VBSR
supported a “yes” vote on this bill.

ISSUE 3
H.287 Farm to Plate (2011)

This year’s version of the Jobs Bill
not only incentivized hiring the long-
term unemployed and expanded a
statewide internship program but
carried out the first key recommen-
dations of the Farm to Plate report,
including establishing local food
coordinators, technical assistance for
new food manufacturers and estab-
lishing a meat-cutting apprentiship.
The Senate approved a conference
committee compromise 27-1and

the House approved the bill 122-13.
A “yes” vote supported the VBSR
position.

ISSUE 4
S.53 Expanding Pre-K
Services (2011)

VBSR knows that our state’s
economic future relies on the talents
of a well-educated and engaged
youth. This education bill removed
state barriers that had restricted
local school districts from expand-
ing pre-kindergarten services in their
communities. The Senate approved
the bill in a voice vote and the House
approved it 99-36. A “yes” vote
supported the VBSR position.

VBSR believes that

laws that recognize
equality lead to strong
communities and a
strong business climate.

ISSUE 5
H.559 Amendments
Health Insurance
Exchanges (2012)

The second major bill to create a
universal health care system in
Vermont focused on the federally
mandated Health Insurance
Exchanges. Amendments offered

on the floor of the Senate and House
would have allowed for a business
insurance market outside of the
Exchanges, making it more difficult for
the state to transition to a new system
down the road. A “no” vote on these
amendments supported the VBSR
position. The Senate rejected in the
amendment in a vote of 12-15 and the
House rejected it 57-80. The final bill
that passed the session was a com-
promise that allowed the sale of high
deductible health insurance products
and phasing in business enrollment

in the Exchange over several years.

ISSUE 6

H.468/S.214 Renewable
Energy (2012)

The second big clean energy bill of
the biennium focused on fixing

and expanding Vermont’s popular
Standard Offer program, which
ensures small-scale renewable
energy developers a fixed electrical
rate from utilities. Lawmakers
removed a section creating a
Renewable Portfolio Standard for the
state and instead charged the Public
Service Board with further studying
the issue. The Senate concurred with
changes made by the House in a vote
of 21-4 and the House approved the
bill in a 91-46 vote. A “yes” vote
supported VBSR’s position.



VBSR 2011/2012 Biennium Issues

ISSUE 7
S.237 Genuine Progress
Indicator (2012)

Vermont is the first state to legislate
the adoption and use of a GPI, an
alternative to the more traditional
Gross Domestic Product. The GPI,
which enhances but does not
replace the GDP for Vermont,
measures factors such as
Vermonters’ access to health care
and the rate of local volunteering.
The bill was approved in a Senate
voice vote and in a 97-41 House
vote. A “yes” vote supported
VBSR’s position.

ISSUE 8
H.496 Working Lands (2012)

Perhaps one of the more popular
pieces of legislation in the 2012 ses-
sion, this bill takes aim at developing
Vermont’s agricultural and forest
product sectors by encouraging
entrepreneurism, the development

of new businesses and job growth.
The Senate approved the measure
in a 28-0 vote and the House voted
131-5 in favor of the bill. A “yes” vote
supported VBSR’s position. A “yes”
vote supported VBSR’s position.

ISSUE 9
JRS11 Citizens United
Resolution (2012)

Vermont became the third state

in the country to pass a resolu-

tion condemning the U.S. Supreme
Court’s 2010 Citizens United vs. FCC
decision, which allows companies
to spending unlimited anonymous
money in elections. The non-binding
resolution also calls on Washington
leaders to begin the process of
amending the U.S. Constitution

to reverse the decision. Senate
approved the resolution in a vote

of 26-3 and the House approved it
92-40. A “yes” vote supported
VBSR’s position.

Our Scoring Process:

If a member did not serve both
sessions, we only scored their
votes for the session they served.

If a member was absent for a
vote, that vote was counted as
a negative vote.

SCORE CARD KEY

v Voted with VBSR

¥ Did not vote with VBSR

= Absent, counted as an
unfavorable vote.

(EMPTY BOX) Not a Rep. or Sen.
when vote was taken.




Senate Votes Alphabetically

1. 3. 5. 6. 8. 9.
Citizens

Single Farm Health Energy Working

Member Party District Percent

Payer to Plate Reform Act Lands United
(H.202)  (H.287)  (H.559)  (S.214)  (H.496)  (JRSTI)
Ashe, Tim D/P | Chittenden v v v v v v 100%
Ayer, Claire D | Addison v v v v v v 100%
Baruth, Philip D | Chittenden v v v v v v 100%
Benning, Joe R Caledonia Q v o & v @ 33%
Brock, Randy R | Franklin o v o o v o 33%
Camphbell, D | windsor v v - v - v 83%
John
Carris, William D Rutland v v v v v v 100%
i:}?mmgs’ D Washington v v v v v 4 100%
Doyle, Bill R | Washington o v o v v v 67%
Flory, Peg R Rutland o v o o v o 33%
Fox, Sally D Chittenden v v v - - - 50%
Salbraith, o | Windham v v v - v v 83%
eter
Giard, Harold D | Addison v v v v v v 100%
Hartwell, )
Robert D Bennington v v & v v v 83%
S Essex-
llluzzi, Vincent R Orleans Q @ 9 v v v 50%
Kitchel, Jane D Caledonia v v - - v v 67%
Kittell, Sara D | Frankiin v - v v v v 83%
Lyons, Ginny D Chittenden v v v v v v 100%
m:;:kDonald, D Orange v v v v v 4 100%
Mazza, Dick D Grand Isle 9 v 9 v v v 67%
gicciormack, D Windsor v v v v v 4 100%
Miller, Hinda D | Chittenden v v o v v v 83%
Mullin, Kevin R Rutland v v o - v v 67%
Nitka, Alice D | Windsor v v v v v v 100%
Pollina, Adam P/D Washington v v v v v v 100%
Sears, Dick D Bennington v v % - v v 67%
g‘e'””g’ R | Chittenden o v o v v v 67%
lane
Essex-
Starr, Robert D Orleans @ v - % v v 50%
Westman, )
Richard R Lamoille & - & v v v 50%
White, D | Windham 7 v 7 v v v 100%
Jeanette




Senate Votes by Percentage

1. 3. 5. 6. 8. 9.
Single Farm Health Energy Working Citizens

Member Party District Percent

Payer to Plate Reform Act Lands United
(H.202) (G W1:7)) (H.559) (S.214) (H.496) (JRST1)

Ashe, Tim D/P | Chittenden v v v v v v 100%
Ayer, Claire D | Addison v v v 100%
Baruth, Philip D | Chittenden v v v v v v 100%
Carris, William D Rutland v v v v v v 100%
Cummings. | 5| washington | v/ v v v v v 100%
Giard, Harold D Addison v v v v v v 100%
Lyons, Ginny D Chittenden v v v v v v 100%
m:;:kDonald, D Orange v v v v v 4 100%
McCormack. | | Windsor v v v v v v 100%
Nitka, Alice D | Windsor v v v v v v 100%
Pollina, Adam P/D Washington v v v v v v 100%
White, ) o
Jeanette D Windham 4 4 v v v v 100%
Campbell, D Windsor v v - v - v 83%
John
Galoraith, D | Windham e v 4 - 7 v 83%
Peter
Kittell, Sara D | Frankiin v - v v v v 83%
Miller, Hinda D | Chittenden v v o v v v 83%
Hartwell, . .
Robert D Bennington v v & v v v 83%
Mazza, Dick D | Grand Isle o v o v v v 67%
Mullin, Kevin R | Rutland v v o - v v 67%
Sears, Dick D Bennington v v % - v v 67%
Doyle, Bill R | Washington o v o v v v 67%
Fox, Sally D Chittenden v v v - - - 50%

o, Essex-
Muzzi, Vincent R Orleans > 9] 9 v v v 50%
Kitchel, Jane D Caledonia v v - - v v 67%
snelling, R | Chittenden o v o v V4 v 67%
Diane

Essex-

Starr, Robert D Orleans o v - o v v 50%
Westman, )
Richard R | Lamoille o - o v v v 50%
Benning, Joe R Caledonia Q v 9 & v Q 33%
Brock, Randy R | Franklin o v o o v o 33%
Flory, Peg R Rutland o v o o v o 33%
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