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Istanbul to evaluate Turkey’s from the previous two Turkey experienced in

o 3 Madail and his UEFA team in ‘We have learned much Ready for Euro 2016:
criteria for Euro 2016 bids,’ says Ozgener hosting big sports events

TURKEY
HOPES FOR)’
GOOD GR!

FROM U

Turkey, which has never staged a major international
soccer tournament, is raring to go and has promised
to bring passion to the event. Turkish people are
excited in expectation for UEFA Euro 2016, and they
promise hospitality as never before seen anywhere

OKAN UDO BASSEY ISTANBUL

France, Turkey and Italy -- the three candidates

to stage the 2016 European Soccer Champion-

ship -- formally presented their bids to UEFA’s
National Team Competitions Committee Chairman
Gilberto Madail in a ceremony at UEFA headquarters in
Nyon, Switzerland, on Feb 15.

Speaking after submitting the bid dossier, Turkish Soc-
cer Federation President Mahmut Ozgener said Turkey is
ready to organize a “unique” Euro 2016. “Turkey’s Euro
2016 concept will be specific to the 24 participating coun-
tries and their supporters, hence will create a legacy for the
country and the soccer community,” Ozgener stated.

“Today marks a very important milestone in the bid-
ding procedure as it finalizes the period of hard work and
enormous commitment by each bidder,” Executive Com-
mittee Chairman Madail said on Feb. 15.

“On television, millions of people worldwide follow
each match. Not only does this have a positive impact
on the tourist industry, and thus on the economy of the
country as a whole, it also supports the social aspect of
soccer by bringing people together,” he further stated.

European soccer’s governing body, UEFA, said more
than 100 criteria, from stadiums and accommodation to
legal matters, would be examined before the host nation
is chosen in Geneva on May 28.

In accordance with the regulations, UEFA President Mi-
chel Platini (France), UEFA Executive Committee First Vice o
President Senes Erzik (Turkey) and UEFA Executive Com- Fi W S T ) i
mittee member Giancarlo Abete (Italy) will not take part in L i e s, 1 IR R XS F o - - a'i. "' J'!"
the discussions and are not allowed to vote. CONTINUED O PAGE 10 = - ' . “ - “""l '
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Full support to Turkish Football, from TTNET.
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UEFA MEMBERS

VISITING TURKEY
FOR EURO 2016 BID

Harry Been

Born in 1949 in Zweeloo in the

Netherlands, Harry Been has been
serving football for many years as
the secretary-general of the Royal
Dutch Football Association (KNVB).
He was one of the officials as Neth-
erland held the Euro 2000 jointly
with Belgium, which was the first
joint European Football Champion-
ship. Been was also in charge of the
organization of the 2005 FIFA World

UEFA European Under-21 Football
Championship in 2007, which were
both hosted by the Netherlands.
While having been a member of
the organizing committee for the 2009
FIFA Under-20 World Cup in Egypt,
Been currently serves as the chief
executive officer of the Holland-Bel-
gium joint bid for the 2018 World Cup
and he is a member of the organizing
committee of Euro 2012 to be held in

Youth Championships and the Poland and Ukraine.

Giorgio Marchetti

After his post as the general secre- ¢
tary of the Italian Football League, r
Lega Calcio, Giorgio Marchetti was J
appointed UEFA’s director of pro-
fessional football and marketing in
2004. He was a member of UEFA’s
Professional Football Committee I
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and coordinator of the European
Union Premier Professional Foot-
ball Leagues. In his roles within
UEFA he has largely been engaged
in important European football is-
sues, including transfer regulations

Jung, Veenbrink, Timmer, Scott,
Kelly, Allaz, Achermann, Akhalkatsi
and Giardino are on a two-day-visit
to Turkey. On the first day of their
visit, the committee and the Turk-
ish Football Federation’s (TFF) Euro
2016 bid team discussed Turkey’s
bid dossier and technical issues at
Istanbul’s Ciragan Palace through-
out Thursday.

Another UEFA committee led by
UEFA Executive Committee mem-
ber Gilberto Madail and including

Turkish Football Federation President Mah

Team Competitions Committee

Gilberto Madail (L) during @ ceremon

Euro 2016 bid documents to UEF

L the UEFA headquarters in Nyon,

0 jves Tur
mut Ozgener gl y at

. onal
A Chairman of the Nationa
switzerland, on Feb. 15.

and competition formats. The Italian official is
currently the competitions director of UEFA.

The other committee members are: Jacques
Hussy, Christoph Jung, Ben Veenbrink, Marc Tim-
mer, Kenny Scott, Lance Kelly, Didier Allaz, Lukas
Achermann and Thomas Giardino.

The UEFA committee of 10 officials -- Hussy,

three other top UEFA officials, Royal Dutch Foot-
ball Association General Secretary Harry Been,
Akhalkatsi and UEFA Competitions Director Gior-
gio Marchetti as well as Hussy, Jung and Giardino,
met with Turkish State Minister for Sport Faruk
Nafiz Ozak, TFF board members and several other
prominent names at a dinner on Thursday evening.

Gilberto Madail

ic Republic of the Congo, previous :
S e pin 1944, UEFA Executive Committee

dail received his degree from the Univer-

itv of Porto in the field of economics, where he wa? anhamact;;ﬁ
STY ¢ of basketball and football. Madail is married with t r'.e,e i
32;6 He was appointed president of the Portuguese FA ;nOtbau
after‘a long and successful career in managirTg Pbor.t;lgie;ee riber .
clubs and regional associations as well as twice being

the Portuguese parliament.
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ly known
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Leaving Turkey in the a
the other Euro 2016 bidders, Italy and France.

n. the committee will later visit

Nodar Akhalkatsi

Nodar Akhalkatsi, born in 1976, was
appointed president of the Georgian
Football Federation (GFF) in June
2005 at the age of 28 following the
Rose Revolution and headed the fed-
eration for four years. He had held
various positions before serving as
president; he officially started work-
ing at the organization in 1994 as an
employee in the international depart-

ment after working as a translator for
the GFF president in 1992. His father
of the same name was himself the
first post-Soviet GFF president. He
studied law in Germany.

He is the deputy chairman of the
UEFA National Team Competitions
Committee and a member of the
FIFA Organizing Committee for the
2010 World Cup.

———

The European Football Championship,
generally dubbed Euro and the year, as in
Euro 2012, is held by UEFA, the highest football
platform in Europe. Taking place every four years

UEFA European Football Championship: a long

since 1960, when the championship was first held,
the European Football Championship features
men’s national teams which are eligible for the
tournament as a result of a series of matches in
qualifying groups.

The championship was originally named the
UEFA European Nations Cup, with its name be-
ing changed to the current format in 1968, in
which eight groups of seeded teams who played
each other twice as the top two teams from each
group progressed to the two-leg quarter finals.
The semi-finals took place in the host country.
While four teams could play in the tournament
until 1976, the number was increased to eight in
1980 and then to 16 starting from 1996 on.

The first tournaments were gripped by politi-
cal sentiments. The 1960 championship was won
by the Soviet Union, which defeated Yugoslavia
2-1 in the final game in Paris. Spain withdrew
from the quarter final match against the USSR
due to political protests. The next tournament in
1964, won by Spain, saw the withdrawal of Greece
when they were drawn against Albania with
whom they were still at war. The third tourna-
ment after four years saw a coin tossed for the first
and only time in championship’s history to decide
the winner of a semi-final game between Italy and
the Soviet Union, qualifying Italy for the final and
leading them to win the trophy. The 1972 cham-
pionship was won by West Germany and 1976
by Yugoslavia. From the 1980 championship on,
more than four teams participated in the tourna-

PHOTOOREUTERS, KAI PFAFFENBACH

Spain’s
goalkeeper

Iker Casillas

holds up the
trophy as he
celebrates with
teammates after
their Euro 2008 fi-
nal football match
victory over Ger-
many at the Ernst
Happel stadium
in Vienna in this
June 29, 2008

file photo

journey from 1960 on

As one of the three candidates to host Euro
2016 with France and Italy, Turkey has previously
bid twice to host the tournament. While losing the
right to host the tournament in 2008 in a joint bid
with Greece, Turkey lost the second bid to host Euro
2012 against the joint bid by Poland and Ukraine.

Next championship

in Poland & Ukraine

The next European Football Championship, Euro
2012, will be jointly hosted by Ukraine and Poland
from June 8 to July 1, 2012, for the third time in a
joint host after Belgium and Netherlands in 2000
and Austria and Switzerland in 2008. Sixteen na-
tional teams will take part in the 2012 event with
a total of 31 matches to be played. The current
format of the tournament, featuring four teams in
four groups, will be used for the last time in Poland
and Ukraine as the 2016 tournament will come
with innovations. Twenty-four teams will partici-
pate in the championship in 2016.

About UEFA

Founded on June 15, 1954 in Basel, Switzerland, to fos-
ter and develop unity and solidarity among the European

ment. The 1980 tournament was won by West

Germany again, 1984 by France, with Platini’s
wonderful performance, 1988 by the Netherlands
and 1992 by Denmark, which became eligible
for the championship after Yugoslavia was disal-
lowed to take part in the event because of a war
between states constituting the Socialist Federal
Republic of Yugoslavia. The unified Germany won
the following championship in 1996 with a golden
goal by Oliver Bierhoff, while the tournament in
2000 was won by France. Euro 2004 was a total

surprise, with Greece defeating host country Por-
tugal in the final. The last championship was won
by Spain, which beat Germany.

Turkey in European

Football Championship

Turkey, having one of the largest football markets in
the world, is a rising star in European football and in
particular the UEFA championship. The Turkish na-
tional team has played in the event three times: Euro
’96 under coach Fatih Terim, Euro 2000 under coach

Mustafa Denizli and Euro 2008 under coach Terim
again. Their participation in the 1996 tournament was
dubbed a success, but the Turkish side did not win
a single game; however, Turkey progressed to the
quarter final in the 2000 tournament. The latest tour-
nament in 2008 was even more amazing with Turkey
called “the comeback king” because of the last-min-
ute goals in important matches against Switzerland,
the Czech Republic and Croatia, leading Turkey to the
semis. Although Turkey could not make it to the final,
it was able to show how serious it is about football.

football community, UEFA is the parent body of European
football, which is one of the six continental confedera-
tions of FIFA, world football’'s governing body. While still
adhering to its founding principles, UEFA also works as
the “guardian” of the sport in Europe, according to its of-
ficial Web site. The federation is headed by Michel Platini.
Currently, more than 340 people from many European
nationalities are employed in the federation, including
administrators, secretaries, IT specialists, coaches, journal-
ists and translators. The headquarters of UEFA is in Nyon,
Switzerland. istanbul Today’s Sports
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TOWARDS EURO 2016

THE ENGLISH
INVENTED FOOTBALL
FOR TURKS TO PLAY

In this country, mothers don’t get angry at children covered
in mud and dirt from playing football. Fathers dream that their
s ndsputalythe | __ i : . -~ kids might become footballers one day. As children grow up

in Turkey. ; o o ' in this country, they learn victory and defeat with football

The Turkish
national football
team is seen
before the match
against Bosnia and
Herzegovina in the
2010 World Cup
qualifying game in
this Sept. 9, 2009
file photo. Football

PHOTOOTODAY’'S ZAMAN, SELAM ESTURKLER

BEHRAM KILIG ISTANBUL

Turkey is a country where soccer, or

l football as it is called in this part of the

world, is played or watched four sea-

sons across its 779,000-square-kilometer area.

In this country, everyone, from young to the
old, lives and breathes football.

And how can that not be? The first present
fathers buy for their children in this country is
either a football or a team jersey.

The first time children in this country go out
on the street, they take a football with them.
The children of this country meet their peers in
their neighborhoods through football.

Children of this country skin their knees chas-
ing after a football. This is why most of them have
frayed patches around the knees on their jeans.

The children of this country become Arda
or Messi when they play football. The names of
Emre, Alex and Nihat are right next to the names
of Ronaldo, Rooney and Totti in this country.

In this country, mothers don’t get angry at
children covered in mud and dirt from playing
football. Fathers dream that their kids might be-
come footballers one day.

As children grow up in this country, they
learn victory and defeat with football. They learn
about being teammates, about making up for
each other’s weaknesses and most importantly,
not to be offside in life, thanks to football. When
they go to school, they can’t wait for the bell.

When it rings, they run out to the schoolyard,
where teams are formed with no waste of time.
Sometimes, two tiny stones make up goal posts,
or sometimes they put two sticks in the ground.

The ground on which the children of this
country play football is also different. In the city,
football is played on the street; in the village on
soil. Those who are able to find grassy fields in
this country are extremely lucky. You can see
children living in the city kicking a ball between
automobiles parked on narrow streets.

In the east, the conditions are a bit trickier.
Children have to walk for kilometers over rugged
terrain to find a flat area to play. The only thing
that doesn’t change in this country is the passion
and unconditional love for football.

Don’t be fooled by the number of profes-

_.-l -

I F sional players, for there are too many difficulties
R K F in this country. Many regions lack proper and
U N A modern infrastructure. This is why the number of
professional players from Turkey is relatively low.
l All children grow up wanting to become
TA M D E ST E K a football player. But there is one reality: Not

everyone can be a footballer.

But the people of this country are all support-
ers. They root for their teams 24 hours a day, 365
days a year. Football is often their first love. The
young girls of this country are also in love with
football. In their rooms, posters of football play-
ers hang on the doors. They also yell out “Emre”
or “Arda” with excitement in the bleachers.

Once a fan in the country loves their team,
they do so from the depths of their heart. They
are with their team on good days and bad.
They are so attached to their teams that they
travel 1,100 kilometers, go to the stadium,
hungry and thirsty, and shout for 90 minutes
straight. Most of the time, nobody believes
the number of people in the stadiums in this
country. For example, Italian Paolo Maldini
once said after a game at Ali Sami Yen, “No-
body can make me believe that there are ac-
tually 20,000 people in this [small] stadium.”

The people of this country do not drift away
from football even when they are older. They
watch their teams’ games even if they are in a

hospital room. They see the players as their own

g + i sons, they feel sorry when they are injured and

they share their happiness. They include players

TELEViZYON TELEFON iNTERNET 1 in their prayers. Many a young player who makes
" : the name of their hometown heard through the

football they play also needs prayers, and praying
for them in this country is the duty of the old.
Football is loved very much in this country.

Turk Futbol Milli Takimlari Ana Sponsoru TTNET, 1o almost a8 If the Englsh Invenied foorbell
or the people of this country. The people of this

Tu rk fu t b0] unun h erzaman g anin d ax country cannot sit still; they always have to move.
The nature of this nation is one with the nature
of football. This is why football is the number one
sport in this country and the most-loved pastime of
everyone, young and old. This is why this country’s
prime minister is a former football player.
r ) ; . This country is the heart of the world, and
*YES! Full support to Turkish Football, from Turkish National Teams’ main sponsor TTNET. this heart is filled with the love of football. And

the heart of world football is this country.

444 0 375 | www.tthet.com.tr
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experience T

gained from organizing past

events will be taken into
consideration. Turkey has
signed off on many
successes 10 date and is
considered by many

more than qualiﬁed to
host Euro 2016

ERHAN GUVEN iSTANBUL

One of the most important factors

in the development of a nation’s

sports scene and its intemational
prestige in that field is successfully hosting
major championships. Turkey has in recent
years orgar\ized a number of such events,
creating an impressive résumé for itself --
and resulting in being selected to host many
new tournaments back-to -back.

In the 1990s, Turkey was not really
known in the sports world. True, there were
some local successes =~ the national team’s
participation in the 1996 UEFA European
Football Championships, our basketball
teams SUCCESS with Efes and the medals
won by some Turkish athletes in individual
categories at international competitions

But in 2000 Galatasaray won the UEFA
Cup, in 2001 the national basketball team
was second in Furope and in 2002 the Turk-
ish national football team came in third in the
world; all of these wins contributed positively
to Turkey’s image in the international sports
arena. And slowly Turkey pegan hosting
events that it previously would not even have
applied to host because the chances of it be-
ing awarded the competition wete 50 slim.

Turkey has hosted many important
sporting events in the last few years: the
1999 LEN European Aquatics Champion-
ships, the 2001 FIBA European Basketball
Championship, all-important Formula 1
and motorcycle races at Istanbul park, the
World Rally Championship% Rally of Tur-
key, the 2003 Women’s Furopean Volleyball
Championship, the 2005 UEFA Champions
League final, the 2005 Summer Universi-

ade, the 2006 FIBA Furopean Women’s
Basketball Championship, the 2007 Black
gea Games, the 2009 UEFA Cup final
and the 2009 Men’s European Volleyball
Champions, to name only a few.

And more than just provid‘mg a ven-
ue, Turkey did an excellent job in hosting
these events, gaining accolades from in-
ternational players and their teams. In fact,
the Champions League hosted in 2005 at
{stanbul’s Atatiirk Olympic Stadium was
named one of the best of all time and was

truly unforgettable- During the match be-
tween Liverpool and Milan, Milan finished
the first half ahead 3-0, butat the end of 90
minutes, the score came to 3-3. Liverpool
took the cup home with penalty shots, and
this match has become almost legend, re-
told time and time again.

And even if they're not as popular as
football and basketball, {nternational tourna-
ments in sports such as karate, wrestling and
weightlifting have also been hosted by Tur-
key. The upcoming 2010 FIBA World Cham-
pior\ship, which will be an jmportant test for
the nation, will be held in Ankara, fstanbul,
{zmir and Kayseri and will be a major event
to be observed in the evaluation of Turkey's
application to host major sporting events in
the future. In addition, Antalya is set to host
the World Weightlifting Championships for
the second time ina decade.

Turkey will also continue to host legs of
racing series suchasthe Formula 1and World
Rally Champior\ship; this year Turkey will be
the home of championships in hockey, roller
hockey, judo, karate, archery, tennis and
chess. On top of that, the 7011 European
Youth Olympic Festival and the 2011 Winter
Universiade are o be held in Turkey.

And Turkey has many applications
pending to host other major events, such
as the 2016 Furopean Football Cham-
pionship. in which Turkey is contend-
ing against France and Ttaly. The Turkish
Tootball Federation (TFE) is continuing
to promote itself domestically and inter-
nationally; the UEFA board is expected to
announce its decision on May 28. Turkey
has strong support from its govemment in
its bid, and the arrival of Guus Hiddink as
the coach of the national football team will
also be a boost in this regard.-

Without a doubt, the experience Tur-
key has gained from organizing past events
will be taken into consideration. Turkey has
signed off on mary Successes to date and is

considered by many more than qualified to
host Euro 2016. And even if Turkey does not
win the bid, it will still come out ahead in the
end thanks t0 the new facilities that will be
built, which will in turmt develop the okills and
experience of local competition organizers.

PHOT()DAP

PH()TODAP

The picture at the top ShOwS Liverpool captain Steven Gerrard
holding up the Cham e trophy after his team’s Vic-
tory over AC Milan at the Atatirk Olympic Stadium in istanbul
on May 25, 2005. Below Shakhtar Donetsk’s players are
seen with the UEFA Cup rophy after they beat Werder Bremen
at the Sukrl Saracoglu Stadium in istanbul on May 20, 2009.

PHOTOOREUTERS
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Euro 1960 Euro 1964 Euro 1968 Euro 1972 Euro 1976 Euro 1960 Euro 1980 Euro 1984 Euro 1988 Euro 1992 Euro 1996
Host: France Host: Spain Host: Italy Host: Belgium Host: Yugoslavia Host: France Host: Italy Host: France Host: West Germany Host: Sweden Host: England
Winner: Soviet Union Winner: Spain Winner: Italy Union Winner: West Germany Winner: Czechoslovakia Winner: Soviet Union Winner: West Germany Winner: France Winner: Netherlands Winner: Denmark Winner: Germany
Runner-up: Yugoslavia Runner-up: Soviet Union Runner-up: Yugoslavia Runner-up: Soviet Union Runner-up: West Germany ~ Runner-up: Yugoslavia Runner-up: Belgium Runner-up: Spain Runner-up: Soviet Union Runner-up: Germany Runner-up: Czech Republic
Turkey pledges to build 6 ne
stadi ms, re te 3 t
IUMS, renovate o CUurrent ones

Investments in and improvement of A letter was signed by Prime Minister Recep Tayyip ~ games of Euro 2016 if Turkey is awarded the

stadiums are among the important Erdogan to guarantee that the government will —championship. Internationally famous Turkish sports

pillars in Turkey’s Euro 2016 bid. A invest a total of 920 million euros to complete the  club Galatasaray’s new stadium, the Ttirk Telekom
total of nine stadiums -- Istanbul Atatiirk projects. The letter was attached to the bid dossier ~ Arena, is also under construction and is among the
Olympic Stadium, Istanbul Tiirk Telekom  thatwas presented to UEFA. suggested venues to host Euro 2016 matches.
Arena, the new Ankara stadium, the new Three stadiums will be improved as part The club started the stadium construction in
Bursa stadium, the new Eskisehir stadium, of the project. Kadir Has Stadium in Kayseri is a joint project with the Housing Development
the new Izmir stadium, the new Konya one of the stadiums to be renovated. Atatiirk ~Administration of Turkey (TOKI). The Tiirk
stadium, Kayseri Kadir Has Stadium and the Olympic Stadium, which hosted the memorable = Telekom Arena will have a capacity of over Transportation

The eight cities proposed to host the Euro 2016
matches are all a fair distance from each other. The

new Antalya stadium -- are preparing to host Champions League final between Liverpool and 50,000 seats once completed.

the championship games in eight cities.

The current management of the Turkish
Football Federation (TFF) had already
planned to carry out renovation work on

Milan in 2005, is another stadium that will be
renovated to meet and exceed UEFA Euro 2016
stadium and security requirements.

The stadium will host the opening and final

GRAPHIC: YUNUS EMRE HATUNOGLU

current stadiums and construct several
new stadiums. The federation has been
undertaking this in cooperation with
relevant stakeholders such as football
clubs, local municipalities, the government,
architects and construction companies.

The projects will be financed by the government.

THE NEW ANTALYA STADIUM
Opening date: 2013

Gross capacity: 44,331

Net capacity: 41,703

The new Antalya stadium in Turkey’s hot tourism
spot, Antalya, will be included in the planned
enlargement of the city towards the northeast.
The stadium, to be located near Antalya
International Airport, will look like a Mediterranean
seashell. A football park to be used as an
education center and a football academy by

the Turkish Football Federation (TFF) will also

be built near the stadium. As the city attracts
many foreign football clubs during preseason
training, the park will also function as a training
ground. The stadium will be the home of the local
Antalyaspor team, which competes in the Turkeell
Super League. It will also be within easy reach

by various means of transportation, including a
tramline. The new Antalya stadium will feature
group, round 16 and quarterfinal games during
Euro 2016.

THE NEW ANKARA STADIUM
Opening date: 2013

Gross capacity: 43,403

Net capacity: 41,379

The new Ankara stadium, with more than
40,000 seats, will be located very close to the
center of Ankara, and will replace the current
stadium. The historic city railway station will be
minutes away from the stadium. It will be situated
in the middle of Genclik Park and a recently
completed basketball arena, making the area
amodern urban sports center. Looking like a
distorted cube, the new stadium’s facade will be
embellished with patterns inspired by traditional
Turkish mosaic art and architecture. The stadium
will host group, round 16 and semi-final games.

THE NEW BURSA STADIUM
Opening date: 2014

Gross capacity: 33,157

Net capacity: 31,700

To be located in Bursa as part of the Culture
Park, the new Bursa stadium will replace the
current Bursa stadium, while nearby buildings
will also be demolished so the new stadium can
be built. With a seating capacity of over 30,000,
the stadium will be covered with a roof made of
hexagons inspired by historic Islamic art in the
city’s Green Mosque. The stadium, surrounded
by cafes, restaurants and the park, will not only
serve as a sport arena but as a recreational
center as well. The new Bursa stadium will

be accessible by foot and through mass
transportation systems including the metro, tram
and buses. During Euro 2016, it will host group
and round 16 games.

stanbul
- 53km
Bursa **149 i
Y - 350 ki
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TURKEY’S PROSPECTIVE HOST CITIES

Eight cities will host Euro 2016 if Turkey is awarded the responsibility of
organizing the championship. The cities are located in the western parts
of the country mainly because of transportation-related concerns. All of

the cities offer unique experiences to their visitors.

istanbul is suggested as the.center of the tournament in the bid. The
fifth-largest city in the world, Istanbul is the center of the country in
terms of economy, culture and tourism.

Ankara, Turkey’s capital city and the commercial and cultural center of
Anatolia, is the hub of the country’s transportation networks. Founded
by the Phrygians around 750 B.C., the city is also the home of Atatlrk’s
tomb, Anitkabir.

Bursa is a mere two hours from istanbul. It is a burgeoning city that
feels very sure of itself. Well known for its textile and automobile
industries, the city is popular for its historic mosques and covered
alleyways that make up the city’s own Kapali Carsi (Covered Market).

izmir, the third-largest city in Turkey, is famous for the international
fairs it hosts, its international port and its natural and historic wonders.
Among the ancient ruins that the city is home to are Ephesus, several
large collections of Roman ruins, Pergamon and the House of the Virgin
Mary.

Antalya is the gateway to Turkey’s Mediterranean coast. For one who
is looking for swimming, relaxed dining, buzzing nightlife and a few
bite-sized chunks of history -- all without stepping outside the city limits
-- Antalya is the place to visit.

Eskisehir has rapidly developed in recent years. It's a bustling, vibrant
university town with wide pedestrianized boulevards, riverside walks and
what is certainly the finest public transport system in Turkey outside of
istanbul and Ankara.

Konya, one of the first settlements in human history and a repository
of each civilization that once inhabited it, is a center of Islamic loving
tolerance that spreads through the world like ripples from a drop of
water. Its trove of historic treasures makes the city seem like a giant
museum.

Kayseri, an ancient city that has been inhabited since 3000 B.C., has always
been a vivid commercial city located near major trade routes. It has recently
witnessed a quick development of business and winter tourism. It is only a
45-minute ride away from the famous Cappadocia region.

cities all have well-developed transportation systems
with railway links, bus networks, airplane connections
and other means of transportation. The networks will
be further improved before the Euro 16 championship.

THE NEW
ESKISEHIR %
STADIUM

Opening date: 2014

Gross capacity: 38,792
Net capacity: 37,072

The new Eskisehir stadium will be located % _'
in northern Eskisehir and will be surrounded - _-1
by a university park and business center. L
Atram is planned to connect the stadium 4

with the city center and the city’s airport,
while a roundabout will be constructed
around the stadium, providing easy access
to the stadium. The stadium will partially

be adorned with serigraphic glass as the
facade will be made with inspiration from
sepiolite, a hallmark of the city. The new
Eskisehir stadium will host group and round
16 matches.
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Soon to be the largest stadium in Turkey with a

capacity of over 90,000, istanbul’s Atattirk Olympic

Stadium is no stranger to spectacular matches.

After opening in 1995, the stadium hosted the UEFA

Champions League final between Liverpool and Milan

in 2005. The stadium will be the main venue for

the Euro 2016 event, hosting eight games including

opening and final matches. The Atattrk Olympic

Stadium will be renovated to increase the net capacity

from 60,000 to over 90,000, and it will be the world’s

largest stadium with every seat under cover. In an

attempt to increase the capacity, the pitch will be

lowered by 2.15 meters, and to further improve the

1'\&\ standards for VIP guests and media, current hospitality
areas at levels 3 and 4 will be enlarged. The stadium

e ) will be a shrine to football as the host to high-level
national and international matches.
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LOGO

Turkey’s Euro 2016 logo features a tulip
around a ball. The logo is a nod to the Turkish

art of ebru, or water marbling. The different iSTANBUL TURK
colors symbolize the different aspects of
! P TELEKOM ARENA

Turkey visitors can discover. :
Opening date: 2010
Gross capacity: 52,514
Net capacity: 50,434

Construction on the Ttirk Telekom Arena started in 2009 and is set to
be completed by October 2010. The stadium will be able to host more
than 50,000 spectators. Located near istanbul, the stadium will be

N . within reach through a new rail connection to the istanbul Metropolitan
o # Municipality’s metro network. The environmentally friendly stadium will
save energy by using solar glass to completely cover the retractable

LF roof, while the power and heating supply will be provided through a
co-generator. The Tiirk Telekom Arena will also be the home of UEFA
Cup-winning Turkish sport club Galatasaray. The Tirk Telekom Arena
will host group, round 16 and quarterfinal games in Euro 2016.

KAYSERI KADIR HAS STADIUM
Opening date: 2014

Gross capacity: 33,296

Net capacity: 31,816

The Kayseri Kadir Has Stadium, currently used by
Turkceell Super League team Kayserispor, will be
renovated for Euro 2016. Having been in use since
2009, the stadium has already been improved in
terms of VIP hospitality areas, media facilities and
public restrooms. After the renovation, the stadium
will be used for a number of additional purposes,
including a football museum, a fan store and a
high performance center as well as the Turkish
Football Federation (TFF) Anatolia Education
Center and High Performance and Center for
Women. The local administrators also plan to build
various sport facilities around the stadium. The
stadium is accessible by public transportation, and
transportation will be further improved through
trams and additional busses. The stadium will
feature group matches during Euro 2016.

THE NEW KONYA STADIUM
Opening date: 2013

Gross capacity: 32,967

Net capacity: 31,817

The new Konya stadium will be constructed as a
multifunctional sports facility as part of a sports
complex, which will include an athletic stadium

and a cycling track. The VIP club will also be
used as a restaurant, and the stadium will

also feature fitness and physiotherapy centers.
Recreational structures and a new residential
area, which is still under way, is planned to
surround the stadium. The architecture of the
stadium will reflect inspiration from whirling
dervishes with its wavy and round-shaped
stands, while the roof of the stadium will be
designed as a spoke wheel. The current tram
will be extended to reach the stadium, reducing
the transportation time between the city center
and the stadium to 15 minutes, and bus
connections will be added to the stadium area.
The new Konya stadium will host group and
round 16 matches during Euro 2016.

L |
\ THE NEW
IZMIR STADIUM
Opening date: 2013
Gross capacity: 43,900
Net capacity: 41,540

The new Izmir stadium, to be located on a hill
north of izmir Bay, will be a landmark similar to
a lighthouse on the Aegean coast and will also
offer spectators a stunning view from the bay to
the city center. The stadium’s architecture will

reflect inspiration from the Hellenic and Roman

r civilizations, which dominated the area for
4 millennia. While the facade and the base of the
stadium are inspired by Roman coliseums, the

upper parts will resemble a Hellenic amphitheater.
In addition to being a sport center, the stadium
area will also include recreational activity areas
with cafes, restaurants and banquet halls. The
stadium will be easy to reach via trams and
seaway connections including ferries and several
bus lines that have recently been planned. The
new Izmir stadium will host group, round 16 and
quarterfinal games during Euro 2016.
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TFF President Mahmut Ozgener

Turkey ready for
the big occasion

Dear football enthusiasts,

As the Turkish Football Federation (TFF) presi-
dent, I am excited to be a guest columnist for Today’s
Zaman'’s pages on the UEFA Euro 2016 bid.

As you may know, this is our third bid for the UEFA
Euro competition. We would like to win the right to
host UEFA’s ultimate tournament and the third biggest
sports event in the world. We have learned much from
the previous two bids and have gradually improved our
technical bid in the meantime.

We are confident that our proposal for UEFA Euro
2016 covers all the aspects, from infrastructure to fi-
nance, host city support to tournament concept, as well
as 100 percent coverage of all the guarantees.

Furthermore, I would like to reassure the Eu-
ropean football family that new stadiums will be
built in Turkey regardless of the hosting of UEFA
Euro 2016 and that the technical aspects of our
proposed stadia contain the advancements made
for Euro 2012 in terms of stadium design.

All members of Turkish society would like to add
value to this unique European football event. Govern-
ment support from our prime minister, Recep Tayyip
Erdogan, for stadium construction -- a sum of 920 mil-
lion euros -- adds a great dimension to our bid.

Our country is confident that the unique attributes
of Turkish culture, Turkey’s unique geographical loca-
tion and its growing economy can bring unimaginable
advances to the UEFA European Championship.

We will make sure that all the infrastructure is
in place on time, that UEFA’s commercial rights are
protected and that the tournament will be promot-
ed both locally and internationally.

If we are awarded this tournament, we plan
to give Europe a pleasant surprise, and I can as-
sure you that this tournament will be treated as
an event like never before.

Mahmut Ozgener President Turkish Football Federation

Turkey hopes
for good grades

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

UEFA technical experts, therefore, are currently
visiting Turkey to evaluate these criteria. They will
then prepare an evaluation report for Gilberto.

The Turkish federation is confident because
Turkey’s candidacy enjoys the full support of the
president, prime minister and the entire govern-
ment. Candidate city municipalities welcomed
the candidacy and have even begun preparations.

This will be the first European championship to
feature 24 teams, eight more than will compete in
2012 when Poland and Ukraine co-host the event.

Italy, whose failure to land the 2012 tournament
was blamed on a hooligan problem and the crum-
bling state of its stadiums in Serie A, has already said
it will stage matches in nine different cities.

Italy hosted the tournament in 1980 and France
four years later, with eight teams taking part on each
occasion. Both countries have each staged two World
Cups, Italy most recently in 1990 and France in 1998.

So the Italians and the French have had it all be-
fore and so may likely experience subdued enthusiasm
if either country is awarded Euro 2016.

Turkey, which has never staged a major interna-
tional soccer tournament, is raring to go and has prom-
ised to bring passion to the event. Turkish people are
excited in expectation for UEFA Euro 2016, and they
promise hospitality as never before seen anywhere.

For the record: Euro 2016 will for the first time fea-
ture 24 nations, up from 16 at Euro 2012 in Poland-
Ukraine. It will feature 51 matches, up from 31.
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The UEFA European Football Champion-
ship will be held in Poland and Ukraine in
its 14th edition. Euro 2012, scheduled to
take place from June 8 to July 1, 2012, will
be hosted jointly for the third time, after
Euro 2000 was held in Belgium and the
Netherlands and Euro 2008 was held in
Austria and Switzerland.

The championship will feature 16 na-
tional football teams for the last time; the
following championship, Euro 2016, will
witness a format change, with 24 teams
being hosted for the first time in the final
tournament. The joint bid by Poland and
Ukraine was selected in 2007 while bids by
Turkey, Italy and Greece and a joint bid by
Croatia and Hungary were rejected.

The UEFA Euro 2012 matches will
take place in eight cities, four from each
country. Gdansk, Poznan, Warsaw and
Wroclaw will be the host cities in Poland
and Donetsk, Lviv, Kharkiv and Kiev will
be the host cities in Ukraine. About 1.5
million fans are expected to watch the
- matches at the stadiums while millions

more are foreseen to follow the tourna-
ment through live broadcasts.

UEFA President Michel Platini paid a
£ visit to Ukraine to receive a progress report
on the Ukrainian preparations for Euro
2012. Platini was accompanied by UEFA
Vice President Marios Lefkaritis and senior
UEFA administration members in his trip
to the four Ukrainian host cities.

Platini, speaking at a UEFA Congress
in Tel Aviv on March 25, said Euro 2012
organizers have had to face “many diffi-
culties,” especially repeated delays to con-
struction of new stadiums. But Platini said
UEFA stood by its decision to award them
the tournament. “I believe in you. We be-
lieve in you,” Platini told Football Federa-
tion of Ukraine President Grigoriy Surkis

uro 2012 hosts
Poland, Ukraine

battling all odds

and Polish football chief Grzegorz Lato.
“And remember, in only 27 months,
the eyes of the whole world will be on
you. So don’t take your foot off the pedal,
but step up your efforts,” Platini said. He
confirmed profits generated by Euro 2012
were unlikely to match those from the 2008
championship in Austria and Switzerland,
but the 53 UEFA football associations will
receive the same solidarity payments as in
the current cycle. “This European champi-
onship final round is a message of hope, an
investment in the future, a sign of openness
and a fantastic challenge,” Platini said.
Economic troubles, a severe winter
and political difficulties have led to delays
in the build-up to the 16-team tourna-
ment, which is being staged in Eastern
Europe for the first time. Preparations in
Ukraine have fallen five months behind
schedule, with particular problems in Kiev,
which is due to stage the final, and the city
of Lviv, where serious delays have restrict-
ed construction work on the stadium.
“Conditions may not be exactly the
same as at the two previous European
championship final rounds,” Platini ad-
mitted. “We have faced many difficulties
in these two countries, but having visited
Ukraine and Poland, I can tell you the peo-
ple in these countries are proud to be wel-
coming European football on to their soil.”
One day before the congress in Tel
Aviv, UEFA announced that the stadium
will be ready despite continuous delays.
The qualification stage of the tour-
nament is set to take place between
September 2010 and November 2011.
The draws for the qualifying groups
took place in February while the match
schedule for the qualifying stage was
completed following a draw at the UEFA
congress. Today’s Sports with wires

Euro 2012 qualifying groups at a glance

Group A: Germany, Turkey, Austria, Belgium, Kazakhstan, Azerbaijan
Group B: Russia, Slovakia, Ireland, Macedonia, Armenia, Andorra
Group C: Italy, Serbia, Northern Ireland, Slovenia, Estonia, Faroe Islands

Group D: France, Romania, Bosnia and Herzegovina, Belarus, Albania, Luxembourg
Group E: Netherlands, Sweden, Finland, Hungary, Moldova, San Marino

Group F: Croatia, Greece, Israel, Latvia, Georgia, Malta

Group G: England, Switzerland, Bulgaria, Wales, Montenegro

Group H: Portugal, Denmark, Norway, Greek Cyprus, Iceland

Group I: Spain, the Czech Republic, Scotland, Lithuania, Liechtenstein
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The hidden corners
of Turkey await
you this summer

OZGE YALIN iSTANBUL

If you really want to spend your holiday far

away from others, in a calm and peaceful at-

mosphere, we have a few suggestions for you.
These "hidden paradises" are places where you can both
rest and have a great time. The only thing you need to
decide before leaving is what kind of a holiday you want;
the rest is easy. Here are some unexpected holiday op-
tions for both the sea and the plateaus of Turkey.

A photo-safari at Bakacakkadi: When you
hear "Zonguldak," don’t imagine that region’s many coal
mines, but think instead of the great expanses of green
covering the land here, or the trees and forests so densely
populating the area. Your first stop here might be Baka-
cakkadt, one of Turkey’s hidden paradises, a serene green
holiday spot that promises day after day of relaxation for
you. This village offers essentially its own botanical gar-
dens, with beautiful trees and flora that make it the per-
fect spot for walking tours, photography and even fish-
ing. And one more hint, for train lovers: This small town
has a train passing right through its center.

The trees have their own museum: Yenice
Forest in Karabiik is one of Turkey’s largest. This spot lies
in the western reaches of the Black Sea region and is a
forest covering approximately 75,000 hectares of land. In
fact, you could characterize Yenice Forest as a museum
of trees, as it features species of trees rarely ever seen
outside of tropical regions. You can reach Karabiik by
car by taking the Gerede exit from the Ankara-Istanbul
highway. From Yenice Forest to Karabtik it’s around 33
kilometers. The second week of August every year fea-
tures the Ztimriit Yenice Goktepe Festival.

Sarisu: only a boat trip away from the
Black Sea: A brook runs calmly and quietly
through the woods; this is the Sarisu River. Flowing
into the deeper waters of the Black Sea, this is a fresh-
water river with an abundance of fish for the catching,.
The coastal village of Sarisu takes its name from the
river and is located right where the river flows into the
Black Sea. It lies eight kilometers from Kandira and
gives visitors the opportunity to board a little boat and
make their way from the reeds of the river to the sands
of the Black Sea beaches. There are many places ideal
for camping here, too.

The new address for trekking: Ballikay-
alar: For those who love a good climb on mountainous
rocks, there is the Ballikayalar Valley and the Ballikaya-
lar Nature Park, near the {zmit village of Tavsanh. Here,
rock climbers and trekkers will enjoy trails meant specifi-
cally for them, while grabbing the chance to espy hawks,
field birds and other interesting wildlife. This getaway
spot is only 45 minutes from fstanbul and can be reached
by taking the Tavsanh exit from the highway about four
kilometers after Gebze. It is the ideal spot for relaxing
and decompressing from city life, but of course, make

sure you are wearing the right shoes when you get here.
After all, you'll want something that will let you traipse
around comfortably on mountain tops.

G('jlyam Plateau: There is a natural wonder all
its own lying near the Giresun town of Yaglidere: the
Golyant Plateau. Those who make the journey out
here will be transported to another world by the tra-
ditional architecture of the plateau homes here, the
lake and, of course, the gorgeous spruce trees. In
fact, Gélyani is a new favorite in the rapidly growing
eco-tourism trend. A fast way to ascend to this un-
forgettable plateau is through the center of Yesilpinar
village, straight up through the Mollaoglu Mahallesi.
When you do reach the plateau, go up to the At Tepesi
(Horse Point), and take in the view below.

Two gorgeous villages: Kiyikéy and
Kastro: There are two relatively unknown villages
that lie on the Black Sea coast in Turkey’s Thrace re-
gion: Kiyikdy and Kastro. These villages lie within the
district of Kirklareli and are only one-and-a-half hours
from Istanbul. Kiyikdy is a coastal village reached after
along and winding road that starts after the fstanbul-
Cerkezkdy-Saray turnoff and winds its way between
the Yildiz Mountains. Kastro is right next to Kiyikdy
and lies within a forest next to the coast.

Ayder Plateau: The Ayder Plateau is a place to not
only cool off from the heat of summer but also to allow
your mind and body to simply relax, away from the stress
and tempo of city life. The Ayder Valley lies between Rize
and Artvin, past Cayeli, and is located at the point where
the Firtina River meets the Black Sea. It's hard not to get
impatient on the way to Ayder, but it would be a good
idea to stop and rest at Camhihemsin, in the Firtina Val-
ley. From here, start to follow the river, with its unique
bridges and its century-old traditions. The Ayder Plateau
lies above the beautiful river, with its varieties of trees and
flowers lining both sides. When ascending this plateau,
make sure you stick to the right, because from the right-
hand side of the road you can view a gorgeous waterfall,
which seems to be on display for you alone. Pay attention
to the unique mountain-style homes here, the women
picking tea leaves and the very basic gondolas transport-
ing people from one high point to another.

Dikili; hidden beauty: Dikili is around 120 ki-
lometers north of Izmir. Keep driving on the road from
the famous Sarimsakh Beach and you'll find yourself
in a calm and serene Aegean village. This spot has an
advantage over many in the region in that it has fewer
tourists, but all the sand and sun that make this re-
gion so attractive. This is the perfect spot for a fam-
ily holiday, for calm afternoons spent on the seashore
or for clean and serene beaches and waters. For those
looking for a quieter holiday than the more-crowded
seaside spots with all the noise and distractions of dis-
cos and bars, this is the spot for you. Don’t forget to visit
the village of Merdivenli and see the beautiful lake there.

Turkey offers an array of unexpected
holiday options by both the sea

and an plateaus. Spots such as
Bakacakkadi are home to a lush calm,
with its botanical gardens, beautiful
trees and flora that make it the
perfect spot for walking tours, while
the Izmit village of Tavsanl invites
rock climbers and trekkers will enjoy
trails meant specifically for them

= =

<TODAYS ZAMAN
gy T P
For everyone who needs to “fully understand” Turkey. ;
Coming out on January 16.* SECURITY

STHATEGY
EVOILVING

todayszaman.com
For subscriptions Abonelik icin:

0212 454 1 444

*Tirkiye’yi “tam anlamaya” ihtiyac duyan herkes icin. 16 Ocak’tan itibaren bayilerde.




I
 Friav. apriL 9. 2010
|

11|

OZGE YALIN iSTANBUL

If you really want to spend your holiday far

away from others, in a calm and peaceful at-

mosphere, we have a few suggestions for you.
These "hidden paradises" are places where you can both
rest and have a great time. The only thing you need to
decide before leaving is what kind of a holiday you want;
the rest is easy. Here are some unexpected holiday op-
tions for both the sea and the plateaus of Turkey.

A photo-safari at Bakacakkadi: When you
hear "Zonguldak," don’t imagine that region’s many coal
mines, but think instead of the great expanses of green
covering the land here, or the trees and forests so densely
populating the area. Your first stop here might be Baka-
cakkadt, one of Turkey’s hidden paradises, a serene green
holiday spot that promises day after day of relaxation for
you. This village offers essentially its own botanical gar-
dens, with beautiful trees and flora that make it the per-
fect spot for walking tours, photography and even fish-
ing. And one more hint, for train lovers: This small town
has a train passing right through its center.

The trees have their own museum: Yenice
Forest in Karabiik is one of Turkey’s largest. This spot lies
in the western reaches of the Black Sea region and is a
forest covering approximately 75,000 hectares of land. In
fact, you could characterize Yenice Forest as a museum
of trees, as it features species of trees rarely ever seen
outside of tropical regions. You can reach Karabiik by
car by taking the Gerede exit from the Ankara-Istanbul
highway. From Yenice Forest to Karabtik it’s around 33
kilometers. The second week of August every year fea-
tures the Ztimriit Yenice Goktepe Festival.

Sarisu: only a boat trip away from the
Black Sea: A brook runs calmly and quietly
through the woods; this is the Sarisu River. Flowing
into the deeper waters of the Black Sea, this is a fresh-
water river with an abundance of fish for the catching,.
The coastal village of Sarisu takes its name from the
river and is located right where the river flows into the
Black Sea. It lies eight kilometers from Kandira and
gives visitors the opportunity to board a little boat and
make their way from the reeds of the river to the sands
of the Black Sea beaches. There are many places ideal
for camping here, too.

The new address for trekking: Ballikay-
alar: For those who love a good climb on mountainous
rocks, there is the Ballikayalar Valley and the Ballikaya-
lar Nature Park, near the {zmit village of Tavsanh. Here,
rock climbers and trekkers will enjoy trails meant specifi-
cally for them, while grabbing the chance to espy hawks,
field birds and other interesting wildlife. This getaway
spot is only 45 minutes from fstanbul and can be reached
by taking the Tavsanh exit from the highway about four
kilometers after Gebze. It is the ideal spot for relaxing
and decompressing from city life, but of course, make

sure you are wearing the right shoes when you get here.
After all, you'll want something that will let you traipse
around comfortably on mountain tops.

G('jlyam Plateau: There is a natural wonder all
its own lying near the Giresun town of Yaglidere: the
Golyant Plateau. Those who make the journey out
here will be transported to another world by the tra-
ditional architecture of the plateau homes here, the
lake and, of course, the gorgeous spruce trees. In
fact, Gélyani is a new favorite in the rapidly growing
eco-tourism trend. A fast way to ascend to this un-
forgettable plateau is through the center of Yesilpinar
village, straight up through the Mollaoglu Mahallesi.
When you do reach the plateau, go up to the At Tepesi
(Horse Point), and take in the view below.

Two gorgeous villages: Kiyikéy and
Kastro: There are two relatively unknown villages
that lie on the Black Sea coast in Turkey’s Thrace re-
gion: Kiyikdy and Kastro. These villages lie within the
district of Kirklareli and are only one-and-a-half hours
from Istanbul. Kiyikdy is a coastal village reached after
along and winding road that starts after the fstanbul-
Cerkezkdy-Saray turnoff and winds its way between
the Yildiz Mountains. Kastro is right next to Kiyikdy
and lies within a forest next to the coast.

Ayder Plateau: The Ayder Plateau is a place to not
only cool off from the heat of summer but also to allow
your mind and body to simply relax, away from the stress
and tempo of city life. The Ayder Valley lies between Rize
and Artvin, past Cayeli, and is located at the point where
the Firtina River meets the Black Sea. It's hard not to get
impatient on the way to Ayder, but it would be a good
idea to stop and rest at Camhihemsin, in the Firtina Val-
ley. From here, start to follow the river, with its unique
bridges and its century-old traditions. The Ayder Plateau
lies above the beautiful river, with its varieties of trees and
flowers lining both sides. When ascending this plateau,
make sure you stick to the right, because from the right-
hand side of the road you can view a gorgeous waterfall,
which seems to be on display for you alone. Pay attention
to the unique mountain-style homes here, the women
picking tea leaves and the very basic gondolas transport-
ing people from one high point to another.

Dikili; hidden beauty: Dikili is around 120 ki-
lometers north of Izmir. Keep driving on the road from
the famous Sarimsakh Beach and you'll find yourself
in a calm and serene Aegean village. This spot has an
advantage over many in the region in that it has fewer
tourists, but all the sand and sun that make this re-
gion so attractive. This is the perfect spot for a fam-
ily holiday, for calm afternoons spent on the seashore
or for clean and serene beaches and waters. For those
looking for a quieter holiday than the more-crowded
seaside spots with all the noise and distractions of dis-
cos and bars, this is the spot for you. Don’t forget to visit
the village of Merdivenli and see the beautiful lake there.
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Turkish Culture and Tourism
Minister Ertugrul Giina
\ - . Investments in sports tourism are making
. Turkey, already a popular destination for

summer tourism, an attractive place all 12
months of the year. Speaking to Today’s Zaman,
Culture and Tourism Minister Ertugrul Giinay
said: “Both tourism and sports are important proj-
ects for peace because both are big endeavors that
bring many people from various cultures together.

Both tourism and sports activities in Turkey make
remarkable contributions to peace.”
Culture and Tourism Ministry Deputy Under-

secretary Ozgiir Ozarslan said Turkey has very good
potential for sports tourism, noting that the existence

of large open spaces is an important factor behind
this potential. “Our country has varied terrain, al-

lowing athletes to engage in all kinds of sports. The
dynamism of our summer tourism sector is a good
advantage for sports tourism. The determination of
the government, the ministry, provincial sports di-
rectorates and other institutions to make sports tour-
ism popular in Turkey is also an advantage,” he said.

Estimating that the number of tourists visit-

ing Turkey this year will reach 30 million, exceed-
ing last year’s 27 million, Ozarslan said Turkey’s
dynamic tourism sector aims to grow in cultural,
sports, medical and convention tourism to break
out beyond the sea-sand-sun triangle. To achieve
this, tourism activities will be spread across all 12
months of the year, he said.

Ozarslan added that success in tourism lies in
political stability and sustainable policies. “For sta-
bility and sustainable performance, we need several

instruments. One of the leading instruments is en-

suring the readiness of the country’s infrastructure
for tourism. We have made much progress in this
p- regard in some parts of the country. Transportation

and accommodation opportunities have improved
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ism sectors, including sports tourism, is ready. The
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tourism. Turkey also hosts the best infrastructure for
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cultural tourism. With regard to convention tourism,
excellent facilities await anyone wishing to hold con-
ferences in big cities such as Istanbul. We are trying
to get rid of our deficiencies in the field of medical
tourism. Our investors are only now discovering this
sector. When all the shortcomings are removed, Tur-
key will be a place that is ready for tourism in all its
seven regions year-round.”

Backed by Cabinet

Underlining that winter tourism makes a major
contribution to sports tourism in Turkey, Culture
and Tourism Ministry Deputy Undersecretary
Ozarslan said winter tourism is strongly backed
by the Cabinet. According to the deputy under-
secretary, Turkey aims to increase its capacity for
winter tourism accommodation to 60,000 beds.
“Winter tourism is an important subset of sports
tourism. Thus, it is of major significance for Turkey.
We have determined 48 potential areas for winter
tourism. Twenty-one of them have been declared
winter tourism centers through Cabinet decisions.
We have already prepared the construction plans
for 17 of them. Our current accommodation capacity
is 7,700 beds. This figure will reach 60,000 when the
planned projects are completed,” Ozarslan said.

The deputy undersecretary also said sports
and tourism authorities have hopeful predictions
and expectations for sports tourism. “The world’s
prominent tourism and sports organizations and
authorities expect sports tourism revenues to reach
30 percent of world tourism revenues in the near
future. This is a serious share,” he noted.

Ozarslan maintained that the world had
recently witnessed developments that justify
those predictions and expectations, saying that
the industrialization of football has had an im-
pact on other sports, albeit on a micro scale.

“Sports have gone beyond being a hobby
and become a constantly developing field.
Sports tourism is gaining more and more sig-
nificance in the world,” he added. “Sports will
play a determining role in travel, tourism and
vacationing activities in the future.”

12 months of
golf and football

Two of the leading sports that draw tourists to
Turkey are golf and football. Investments are
being made in istanbul for golf and other parts
of the west of the country, but most of the golf
courses are around Antalya’s Belek region.
Antalya is also the destination football teams
head to for their seasonal training camps. The
tourism investors formed a professional union
in Belek in 1989. The Belek Tourism Investors
Union (BETUYAB) organizes panel discussions
to advance the sector’s sustainable growth.
This year’s panel discussion, scheduled for
April 9, had the theme “sport tourism.”
Stating that golf and football facilities
in Belek are modern and have earned the
world’s appreciation, BETUYAB Chairman Ce-
mil Ugurlu said the tourism sector runs for 12
months every year. This allows these premis-
es to remain open and for their staff to be em-
ployed. Atotal of 45 percent of golfers in Belek
were German, but people of 34 other national-
i 2= ities came to play the sport last year. A total of
a1 e g, i 135 football teams came to Belek in 2009 to

CFFCIAL 1[|:I--|:-.r:r: OO0 SRPUIER O TILIS 1) oL TR, THANA prepare for this season while 237 others have
booked their premises for next year.
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Packed with historical sites, it is often hard to decide just

which ones first-time tourists should see and experience in

order to get just a taste of the richness of Istanbul in a short
visit. The history of Istanbul spans thousands of years and numerous
empires. Often the incoming new rulers and regimes built on top of
ruins from the past, incorporating layers of history into newer build-
ings as needed. Finding the best representations of just a few of the
eras encompassing Istanbul is no small feat. However what follows is
an abbreviated list of what many consider to be the major tourist sites
in the city, accompanied by a short history of each. For visitors, as well
as locals with incoming guests, this can serve as a jumping-off point
to further exploration of the riches that make up this multifaceted city.

1. Hagia Sophia (Aya Sofya)
This impressive monument to Christianity was erected during
the reign of Emperor Justinian (A.D. 532-537), when the Byz-
antine Empire was at the height of its power and influence.
Considered one of the world’s architectural masterpieces, it in-
fluenced architecture for centuries after it was built. The impres-
sive surviving Byzantine mosaics date from the sixth through
the 10th centuries. After the fall of Byzantium, the Hagia Sophia
was converted into an Ottoman mosque and the minarets, ablu-
tion fountains and tombs date from the 15th century. Today, the
church serves as a museum and is open Tuesday through Sun-
day, 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. Address: Ayasofya Medani, Sultanahmet.

2. Blue Mosque (Sultanahmet Camii)

Known for its interior of blue Iznik tiles, the Blue Mosque was built
by imperial architect Mehmet Aga in 1609-1616. With over 250
windows in the structure, sunlight is allowed to flood in, adding to
the feeling of space within. The minbar, used by the imam during
the Friday services, is of intricately carved white marble and was in-
stalled in the 17th century. When the final plans for the structure
were revealed, they created much controversy as many felt that the
six minarets were an attempt to rival the Grand Mosque in Mecca.
A functioning mosque, the complex is open every day until after the
late evening prayer. Tourists are asked to wait outside during prayer
times. Just after dusk from May to September there is a free sound
and light show, illuminating the Blue Mosque and Hagia Sophia as
their stories unfold. Address: Sultanahmet Meydant, Sultanahmet.

3. Topkapi Palace

Shortly after his conquest of Constantinople, Mehmet II began
construction of Topkapi Palace as his primary residence. The origi-
nal buildings were finished in 1465 and consist of a series of pa-
vilions contained within enormous courtyards. The palace initially
served as the seat of governance as well as the sultan’s private liv-
ing spaces, which included the famed harem. In 1853 Sultan Ab-
diilmecit I moved the royal residence to Dolmabahge Palace. Top-
kapr was opened as a museum in 1924 and features unparalleled
collections of ceramics, imperial costumes, jewels, miniatures and
manuscripts, armor, as well as religious relics. The palace grounds
and buildings are open Wednesday through Monday from 9:30
a.m. to 3:30 p.m. Address: Babihtimayun Cad., Sultanahmet.

4. Grand Bazaar (Kapal1 Cars1)

In addition to being literally filled to the roof with shops and goods,
the Grand Bazaar also boasts restaurants, banks, a post office,
mosque and its own police station. The labyrinth of enclosed streets
(from where it takes its Turkish name -- literally "covered" bazaar)
is packed with tiny shops, whose merchandise spills out into the
pathways. Built by Mehmet II after his conquest of the city in 1453,
the bazaar has entrances. At night many shopkeepers simply leave
their wares as they are and the gates are securely locked until the next
morning. Bargaining here is, of course, de rigueur. Open Monday
through Saturday, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m. Address: Carsikap1 Cad., Beyazit.

5. Yerebatan Cistern

Built by the Emperor Justinian in A.D. 532, the cistern was built to
supply water to the Great Palace, situated nearby on the Hippo-
drome. After the conquest of the city by the Ottomans, the cistern
went unnoticed until it became apparent that people were lowering
buckets through holes in their basements in order to collect water
and, even at times, fish. Today visitors can explore along walkways,
accompanied by the sounds of dripping water and piped-in classi-
cal music. With 336 columns over 26 feet high supporting the roof,
today only about two-thirds of the original cistern is excavated and
accessible to the public. The cistern is open every day from 9 a.m.
until 5 p.m. Address: 13 Yerebatan Cad., Sultanahmet.

6. Galata Tower

Dominating the Galata skyline, Galata Tower was built in 1348 as
part of the Genoese fortifications. During Ottoman times it was used
as a watch tower and now the top two floors serve as a restaurant and
night club. The panoramic view from the top of the tower includes
the main historic sites, and on clear days the Princes’ Islands (Kizil
Adalar) are visible out in the Marmara Sea. The observation level is
open daily 9:30 a.m. until 8 p.m., the restaurant and night club is open
8 p.m. until midnight. Address: Biiytik Hendel Sok., Beyoglu.

7. Chora Church (Kariye Camii)
Covered with some of the finest Byzantine mosaics and frescoes
in the world, the Church of St. Savior in Chora was built on the
site of an earlier church during the 11th century. Remodeled
between 1315 and 1321, the artwork was funded by Theodore
Metochites, a Byzantine theologian and one of the elite of the
time. The mosaics depict the genealogy of Christ, the life of the
Virgin Mary, the Infancy of Christ and his ministry, as well other
religious scenes. The frescoes are thought to have been painted
around 1320. Converted into a mosque in the 16th century, the
church now serves as a museum. Open Thursday through Tues-
day, 9 a.m. until 4 p.m. Address: Kariye Camii Sok., Edirnekapz.

8. Spice Bazaar (Muisir Carsisi)

Once the pharmacy of the Ottoman Empire, the Spice Bazaar is
also known as the Misir Carsisi, or Egyptian Bazaar, because the
structure was funded through taxes paid for imports from Egypt.
Today it is still an active spice market with shops stocking herbs,
spices, honeys, nuts, dried fruits and caviar. Turks still come to
some of the well-known herbalists for natural remedies for a vari-
ety of ailments. Outside of the bazaar, in the courtyard facing the
imposing Yeni Mosque, is a thriving horticultural area selling soil
and plants, as well as caged birds. Open Monday through Satur-
day, 8 a.m. until 7 p.m. Address: Cam Meydan: Sok., Eminéndi.

9. Dolmabahce Palace

Built in 1856 by Sultan Abdiilmecit I, the palace was designed
by the Balyan family, a renowned Armenian family of architects.
Even though the palace was built during the decline of the Ot-
toman Empire, it is quite opulent. The sultan financed the build-
ing through loans from foreign banks. Entry to the palace is by
guided tour only, with one tour including the state rooms and
Ceremonial Hall. The second tour is of the harem, with the liv-
ing quarters of the sultan and his family. Atatiirk’s bedroom is
preserved as it was at the time of his death, with all clocks in the
palace stopped at 9:05 a.m., the time of his death on Nov. 10,
1938. Open Tuesday, Wednesday and Friday through Sunday
from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Address: Dolmabahg¢e Cad., Besiktas.
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10. Eyiip Sultan
Eytip ranks after Mecca, Medina and Jerusalem as a major pilgrimage
point for Muslims, and is the resting place for Eytip Ensari, the stan-
dard-bearer of the Prophet Muhammad. Falling in battle during the
Arab siege of Constantinople in A.D. 678, he was buried outside the
walls of the city. After the conquest of Tstanbul, Sultan Mehmet IT had
amosque complex built around the tomb. Leveled by an earthquake
in 1766, the current structure was built in 1800 by Selim III. Under the
large plane tree in the courtyard was where sultans performed the
Girding of the Sword of Osman as part of their inauguration. To the
left of the plane tree is a small shrine covered with Iznik tiles housing
the tomb of Eytip. Since this is a sacred site, there are usually groups
of faithful offering prayers and asking for intercession. Open daily
until after the late evening prayers. Address: Camii Kebir Sok., Eytip.
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