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GÜMRÜK HANI: A MUSEUM 
OF CRAFTSMANSHIP

10,538 newborns welcomed through home visits by municipality
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Long-forgotten kutnu-making  
promoted in the building
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The sports 
village will 

include walking 
paths; picnic areas; 

indoor football fields; 
basketball, tennis 

and volleyball courts; 
and cafeterias. The 
areas will open in 

stages as each one is 
completed. Boasting 

a gym and sauna, 
the swimming pool 

will soon open 
to the public 

as well

Not money 
but ‘compassion’ 
available at  
these markets

First swimming 
pool just for 
women opens 
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The distinctive market, where cash is not used, plays 
a key role in the lives of 2,675 families in the area.

The Women’s Swimming, Sports and Culture Center offers 
women and children the chance to use their own swimming pool.
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Construction of the sports village 
and a covered swimming pool 

designed for people with physical 
disabilities is almost finished.
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ŞAHINBEY MUNICIPALITY A MODEL OF 
URBAN TRANSFORMATION FOR TURKEY

An urban transformation project, 
ambitiously initiated by Prime Min-
	����� N����� ����	�� ?���/�
� 	
� &%�

cities despite the political risks involved, is 
visible in the city of Gaziantep as well. The 
overall landscape of the city is dramatically 
changing due to urban transformation which 
��������������������*����
�3��!�%�������������!�
The overall aim of the project is to address ir-
regular urbanization and the potential prob-
lems associated with earthquakes. The urban 
transformation project includes the town of 
��	
����� �	��� �� �������	�
� ��� ;'<�''K!�
Eighty percent of the city is unevenly urban-
	�����
������������<�<%$�����	
+��
	����������
##�$$$� 	
� ���� ���
� ����� ���
� �����	����!�
No unpleasant incidents occurred during 
the demolitions as the municipality had ob-
tained the owners’ consent before starting. 
This indicates strong support by the people 
���� ���� �������!� ���� ��	
���� ��
	�	���	����
viewed as a model in urban transformation 
for the entire country, was recently praised 
by Environment and Urban Planning Minis-
����?���/�
������*���!

The urban transformation project in 
��	
����� �)������� ��� ��� ���������� 	
� <$�
years, is being carried out via local sourc-
es without any financial support from the 

ministry thanks to the personal efforts of 
��	
���� ������ ������� �������/��!�
In consideration of these efforts, the proj-
�����������������������	
�#$������!�������
�������/�����������>��
�����	�	��� ������-
molition and construction sites, has offered 
alternatives to those whose houses have 
been demolished. For instance, the owners 
receive cash payments if they want or alter-
natively, they are asked if they want to move 
to a housing unit in Etiler and Serinevler. 
Lastly, they also have the option to live in 
the new houses that will be constructed 
very soon. Noting that they are conduct-
ing the demolitions with the consent of 
���� �������� �������/��� ����1� 2������ ����
no security forces, police or local units in-
volved in the demolitions. There is no need 
for all this. We are not afraid of managing 
the urban transformation project despite 
the fact that elections are coming.” Point-
ing out that people in other parts of the city 
also want urban transformation in their ar-
��������������������/������������������������
are positive about these efforts and have not 
opposed or objected to the project.

The city of Gaziantep is one of the victims 
���	���+���������
	���	�
�������������+��	
���)�
��� ������� ����� ������ ������ �	
��� ���� #K'$�!�

Gaziantep, which appeals to those seeking 
a better life thanks to its industrial develop-
��
���	���
����������	�	���������	
+��)��
�	��-
ly from irregular urbanization. The govern-
ment is taking steps to address the problems 
associated with this issue and Gaziantep, 
along with many other cities, now has the 
opportunity to change its urban landscape 
after this ambitious initiative. An important 
step forward in preventing social discrimina-
tion, urban transformation is a great oppor-
tunity for people to live in decent conditions 
and lead a quality life. Noting that that they 
are also preserving historic buildings dur-
ing the urban transformation project, Mayor 
�������/��� �������� ����1�2?��
� 	����������
the power to demolish these houses, we will 
not do so. We are paying attention to our 
history and restoring historic houses. We are 
preserving our historic fabric. We are reviv-
ing history without causing any damage to 
the original fabric.”

���� ��	
���� ��
	�	���	���� ��	��� ����
set aside large amount of money for urban 
���
�������	�
�� ���� ����� ���
�� �:� <%'� �	�-
�	�
������)�����	��	�
���	
���<$$K!�������-

	�	���	���� ��	��� ����� �� ����� �	��� K'� ���-
��
�� ��� ��
���� ��� ���� �)�����	����� �������
�����	����� <$� ������� ������ ���� �
�� ��
-

structs new ones in their place. The munici-
���	����	�����������	���%�$$$���������������
�
�������������!�2����������	���%�$$$��������
and our contractors have acquired permits to 
��
�������#%�&&'��������	
�<$#<!����*�	���
-
+�	
+!�"�����<KE��������	
�?�	�����
��&$$�	
�
9��	
��������������
�������������	���<�&M$�
houses are under construction in Mavikent. 
��(������������������
������	
+�&;K����������
������ ��� #�$;#� ������� 	
� .��	�������J8!� ���
are aiming to complete all these by the end 
������������4��������/�������!

Minister Bayraktar praises 
transformation efforts
�����*�������������������
����
�������	�
���-
�������
�������������������	
������
	�	���-
	�������	
���)��������
������������!������*����
spares some time to visit the construction sites 
������ �	��� ��� 	�� 	
� ���� �	��!� 2���� ��	
����
Municipality is conducting urban transforma-
�	�
� �	������ ����	�	
+� �
�� �)���
��� ���������
including funds, from the ministry. This is an 
�)���������������
�	������
���!�,��������������
opportunity to see the projects three times 
now. The municipality is performing well and 
,��������	*�������
+�����������	
����������
��������������/��������������������������-
forts,” the minister said.

��������	�
������������������������
	���������������
����	�	�
��������	�������	��������������	�	��������	�����!�����
���������
��������
�	�	�
��	���!�
��"�#�	�!�����
���������
�������������	�����	$�	�
	�
���	������	
	����%&��	���"

The urban transforma-
tion project, which was 

recently launched in 
35 cities across Turkey, 
also includes the town 

�������	
���������
has a population of 

782,889. Eighty
percent of the city is 
unevenly urbanized, 

and thus far 2,250 
housing units out of 

11,000 in the town 
have been demolished

Turkey’s largest park under construction
���� ��	
���� ��
	�	���	��� ���� �������� ��
huge project to create the largest park, 

=�J	����	��	
����*����
����������������������������
����������	�	��!�"��
+��	���	������*������=�J	����	�
project will introduce a whole new approach to 
the housing concept and will help enrich people’s 
lives thanks to its social and natural facilities.

"�����&%�$$$�����	
+��
	�������#%$�$$$����-
����������	
+����������
���������
���������;��	�-
�	�
��>������������	
�=�J	����	!��������������	���
to provide opportunities for people to have access 
to greater employment, a modern lifestyle and 

������"���������� ������������ ���� 2���
+	
+���-
�	�
���4�^���	�(�������������������	
���(��������
������� �������/��_�� �)�����	��	�
� ���*�� ����
also taking place to incorporate a lake in the park.

3
����� ���� ��	
+�� ������������/��� 	�����-
ing attention to is the construction of conceptual 
����+���
���������	����
!�������	
��������2����-
�	�� ���	
	
+� ���*�4� 2������ ��� �
	�����4�
2�	����(�� ���4� �
�� ������ ������!� "�
closed playground, one of the first in 
���*�����	����������� 	
�=�J	����	� �����-

low children to play games in the winter as well.
The municipality sponsors social facilities 

as well as youth centers that offer great oppor-
tunities for young people to improve on basic 
�*	���!� ���� =�J	����	� @������� �	��� ����� ���� �	���
become a new district of peace and serenity.

The project will also include walking paths, fit-
ness areas and other recreational services to provide 
residents and visitors with healthy outlets. A botanical 
+����
�����	����������
���	�
���23�����
�+����
�4�̀ ��-
anese garden and other nature attractions will ensure 
��������*��	�	������������2�����
��4��)���	�
��!

2��	�� 	�� �
� 	������
�� ��������
that will ensure planned devel-
opment in the city. We 
are making seri-
ous in-

������
��� �����4� �������/��� ����!� `���	��� �
��
A��������
�� @����� ^"B� @����_� ���	�
���� �������
5��	�� ���8�8�/��� 
����� ����� ���� ��	
���� ��
	�	-
pality, which is attracting attention with its urban 
transformation efforts, is improving the social life 
of its people via different projects. Noting that mea-
sures to create modern residential areas are part of 
an ambitious endeavor, AK Party Gaziantep deputy 
�������?���/�
�����1�2������	
���������������
this pretty successfully; so successfully, in fact, that 
this serves as a model for all of Turkey. I would like 
to congratulate him for his efforts and works.”



   F R I D AY,  M AY  3 1 ,  2 0 1 3 12 ADVERTORIAL  

DESIGN: ALPARSLAN MURAT AYSU

�������	

ŞAHİNBEY MUNICIPALITY BUILDS
INDUSTRIAL ZONE FOR TL 135 MILLION

Finance Minister Mehmet 
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Industrial area will be-
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Syrians receive education, 
learn Turkish
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Free training offered 
to 14,573 students
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