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Where in Ýstanbul can one 
find a reliable place to repair a
high-end watch, such as a Rolex?
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Ýstanbul’s top 10
tourist attractions
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GIANCARLO FISICHELLA
Date of birth : Jan. 14, 1973 
Country : Italy
F1 debut : Australia 1996
Championships : 3
Overall ranking 2006 : 4th

FERNANDO ALONSO 
Date of birth : July 29, 1981
Country : Spain
F1 debut : Australia 2001
Championships : 15
Overall ranking 2006 : 1st

KIMI RAIKKONEN 
Date of birth : Oct. 17, 1979
Country : Finland
F1 debut : Australia 2001
Championships : 9
Overall ranking 
2006 : 5th

ALEXANDER
WURZ
Date of birth : Feb. 14, 1974
Country : Australia
F1 debut : Canada 1997
Championships : -
Overall ranking 2006 : -

HEIKKI KOVALAINEN 
Date of birth : Oct. 19, 1981 
Country : Finland
F1 debut : Australia 2007
Championships : -
Overall ranking 2006 : -

LEWIS HAMILTON 
Date of birth : Jan. 7, 1985
Country : England
F1 debut : Australia 2007
Championships : -
Overall ranking 2006 : -

FELIPE MASSA 
Date of birth : 25 Nisan 1981
Country : Brazil
F1 debut : Australia 2002
Championships : 2
Overall ranking 2006 : 3rd

RALF SCHUMACHER
Date of birth : June 30, 1975
Country : Germany
F1 debut : Australia 1997
Championships : 6
Overall ranking 2006: 10th

JARNO TRULLI 
Date of birth : July 13, 1974
Country : Italy
F1 debut : Aust. 1997
Championships : 1
Overall ranking 2006 : 12th

NICO ROSBERG
Date of birth : June 27, 1985
Country : Germany
F1 debut : Bahrain 2006
Championships : -
Overall ranking 2006: 17th

TEAMS AND
DRIVERS
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The Australian Grand Prix kicked off a radi-
cally altered Formula 1 season, eagerly await-
ed by 11 teams, 22 cars, thousands of
employees and millions of spectators. What
makes this season different from the previous
10 was, of course, not the changes in tires,

engines or the transfers of some famous driv-
ers, but a situation that surpassed all three in
importance. Actually, it was that German
driver Michael Schumacher, whose name
came to be associated with the F1 races, was
no longer racing. This F1 giant won five con-
secutive championships, seven in total, and
left almost no record unbeaten. Many ques-
tions lingered in people’s pre-season minds,
including how his retirement was going to
impact the future of F1. Also, would there be
another driver to make up for Schumacher’s
absence? Would Fernando Alonso, who was
changing teams, be able to continue his
championships? Would Schumacher’s oblig-
atory replacement with Kimi Raikkonen help
the Ferrari team to fly again? 

Let’s first remember the events of the last
season. In the heated race between the Ferrari
and Renault teams that continued until the
final weeks, Renault ended up laughing last
and all witnessed a breathtaking championship
race between Schumacher and Renault’s
Alonso. After winning the F1 2005 champi-
onship as the youngest driver in the history of
the race, Alonso managed to beat Schumacher
once again and took the 2006 title. 

In the new season begun in Australia,
Alonso would become a driver for McLaren-
Mercedes -- a move anticipated since the
beginning of last season. Still, his relation-
ship with this new team was visibly tense
and there were sometimes heated
exchanges. However it soon came to light
that the Spanish driver, who claimed he
wasn’t being appropriately assisted simply
because of this team change, wasn’t alto-

gether correct. Alonso’s teammate was 22-
year-old English driver Lewis Hamilton, the
first black driver to ever race in F1 and the
winner of the previous year’s GP2.

Renault, the champion of the two last
seasons, also saw thrilling days. Though
they somehow had to fill the gap left by
Alonso, they ended up obliged to settle
with what they already had. The new team-
mate of Italian Giancarlo Fisichella became
the Finnish Heikki Kovalainen, Renault’s
test pilot since 2005. 

There were also major changes in teams
such as Honda, BMW-Sauber and Williams. 

The 2007 season greeted Formula lovers
with a great number of surprises alongside
changes in teams. First the practice of sus-
pending engine development projects in
order to cut costs was in effect and, unless
another change is made before 2010, all
teams will be using 2.4-liter and V8 engines.
Additionally the obligation to use an engine
for two weeks unless it fails was also imple-
mented. Also in 2007, tires were provided by
a single company -- Bridgestone -- according
to a rule meant to be put into practice next
year but enacted earlier than expected thanks
to Michelin’s withdrawal at the end of the
season. Finally, Italy and Germany’s two races
a season was dropped to one for each. The
number of races is currently 17 with the return
of the Belgian Grand Prix, which had been sus-
pended for a year due to financial troubles.

NEWS: Erhan Güven

INFOGRAPHIC: Yunus Emre Hatunoðlu, Erol Polat, Necip Þahin

MICHAEL
SCHUMACHER
Michael Schumacher was the undisputed
king of Formula One motor racing through-
out the late 1990s and early 2000s. As a
teenager Schumacher raced karts, becoming
the German and European karting champion

in 1987. By 1991 he was racing Formula 1
cars, winning his first Grand Prix a year

later. Racing for Benetton, Schumacher
won his first world title in 1994. After
four years with Benetton, he began driv-
ing for Ferrari and in 2000 brought them
their first world title in 21 years.

MCLAREN LEADS
McLaren leads the constructors' standings with
138 points. Ferrari has 119 points. McLaren's total
stayed at 138 because FIA also said that any
points McLaren won in Hungary would not count
toward the constructors' championship.

CONTINUES WITHOUT SCHUMACHER

FORMULA ONE L
Motor sports moved at a very slow rate up until 1950; there was not an
organized championship. That year, a decision was made to organize a world
championship. And in the same year, the event titled "Formula 1" was to
determine a champion following seven races. The F1 kicked off in May of
1950 with the first race taking place in England. The first official race was
won by Giuseppe Farina, who wrote his name in history by clinching the first
title. In 1950, the race consisted of seven races. This number kept increasing
-- by the time the event came to Turkey in 2005, it was 19. The F1
establishment was to determine a champion driver as part of an event. The
championship of brands, however, came in 1958, when Vanwall won his
place as the first brand champion. A large number of teams, drivers and
brands are involved in a heated competition on the course; the most
important aspect of Formula 1 is that it has been considered to be the
epitome of motor sports since its first day as an event. It is also the
sporting event which brings out the largest number of spectators. 
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TURKISH GRAND PRIX SCHEDULE

TODAY AUG. 24, 2007

10:00-11:30 Formula One first practice session

12:00-12:30 GP2 practice session

14:00-15:30 Formula One second practice session

16:00-16:30 GP2 qualifying session

17:00-17:45 Porsche Mobil 1 Supercup practice session

SATURDAY AUG. 25, 2007

11:00-12:00 Formula One third practice session

12:25-13:10 Porshce Mobil 1 Supercup qualifying session

14:00-15:00 Formula One qualifying session

16:00-17:20 GP2 first race (34 laps)

17:30 -18:15 Power FM bicycle challenge

SUNDAY AUG. 26, 2007

11:00-11:50 GP2 second race (23 laps)

12:25-13:00 Porsche Mobil 1 Supercup race (14 laps)

13:30 Formula One drivers track parade

13:45-14:15 Formula One starting grid presentation

14:46 National anthem

15:00 2007 Formula One GP final (58 laps)

As the new F1 season
started in Australia, fans

were deeply concerned
about what F1 would be

like without Schumacher,
who retired at the end of
last season. Marked with
a few differences, such as
tires being provided by a
single company, rookies

having hit the tracks and
drivers like Alonso and

Raikkonen racing for dif-
ferent teams, this season
it seems like the Ferrari
and McLaren-Mercedes

competition was probably
the most heated event

RENAULT
Chasis: R27 Motor: Renault Championships: 2

MCLAREN MERCEDES
Chasis: MP4-22 Motor: Mercedes-Benz

hampionships: 8

FERRARI
Chasis: F2007 Motor: Ferrari Championships: 14

WILLIAMS
Chasis: FW29 Motor: Toyota Championships: 9 C

TOYOTA Chasis: TF107 Motor: Toyota Championships: -

LEWIS
HAMILTON

The race in England, in May of
1950, marked the start of F1.

The first official F1 race was 
won by Giuseppe Farina, who
competed in an Alfa Romeo.

The championship of brands
began in 1958, with Vanwall 
finishing first.

F1 excitement, which began 
on the Silverstone course, 
took over the whole world.
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RUBENS
BARRICHELLO
Date of birth: May 23, 1972
Country: Brazil
F1 debut: South Africa 1993
Championships: 9
Overall ranking 2006: 7th

DAVID COULTHARD
Date of birth : March 27, 1971
Country : Scotland
F1 debut : Spain 1994
Championships : 13
Overall ranking 2006: 13th

NICK HEIDFELD
Date of birth : May 10, 1977
Country : Germany
F1 debut : Australia 2000
GP Championship: -
Overall ranking 2006: 9th

SAKON YAMAMOTO
Date of birth : July 8, 1982
Country : Japan
F1 debut : Japan 2005
Championships : -
Overall ranking 2006: 20th

VITANTONIO LIUZZI
Date of birth : Aug. 6, 1981
Country : Italy
F1 debut : S. Marino 2005
Championships : -
Overall ranking 2006 : 19th

TAKUMA SATO
Date of birth : Jan. 28, 1977
Country : Japan
F1 debut : Australia 2002
Championships : -
Overall ranking 2006: 20th
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JENSON BUTTON 
Date of birth : Jan. 19, 1980
Country : England
F1 debut : Australia 2000
Championships : 1
Overall ranking 2006: 6th

MARK WEBBER 
Date of birth : Aug. 26, 1976
Country : Australia
F1 debut : Australia 2002
Championships : -
Overall ranking 2006: 14th

ROBERT KUBICA 
Date of birth : Dec. 7, 1984
Country : Poland
F1 debut : Hungary 2006
Championship : -
Overall ranking 2006: 16th

ADRIAN SUTIL
Date of birth : Jan. 11, 1983
Country : Germany
F1 debut : Australia 2007
Championships : -
Overall ranking 2006: -

SEBASTIAN VETTEL 
Date of birth : July 3, 1987
Country : Germany
F1 debut : USA 2007
Championships : -
Overall ranking 2006: -

ANTHONY DAVIDSON 
Date of birth : April 18, 1979
Country : England
F1 debut : Australia 2002
Championships : -
Overall ranking 2006: -

TURKISH GP TO BE HELD IN MAY 2008
The FIA released the calendar for 2008 following an extraordinary meeting of

the World Motor Sport Council in Paris last month and it has been confirmed
that 18 events will take place next year, one more than in 2007. The year will

begin in Australia at Albert Park. Bahrain will stage the third round of the
championship, following an event in Malaysia. The rest of the calendar is pretty
much unchanged, although the Turkish Grand Prix moves from August to May

to be the season’s fifth race and the event in Canada is listed as provisional.

HOW TO GET TO 
ÝSTANBUL PARK
Ýstanbul Park Circuit lies in the Akfýrat district of

Ýstanbul which is on the Asian side of the city.

The circuit is 55 km east of city center Taksim,

45 km to Asian side center Kadýköy and 15 km

to closest major center Pendik. Ýstanbul Park is

accessible through the TEM (E-80) and

alternatively the E5 (D-100) highways.

TEM (E-80)
Direction: Ankara

Follow the Ýstanbul Park sign on the Sabiha

Gökçen Airport exit sign on the 22nd kilometer

and Þekerpýnar-Bayramoðlu exit sign on the

25th kilometer on the Ýstanbul-Ankara Trans

European Motorway (E-80)

Direction: Ýstanbul

25 km before Ýstanbul use the Þekerpýnar-

Bayramoðlu exit or the Sabiha Gökçen Airport

exit by following the Ýstanbul Park signs.

E-5 (D-100)
You can follow Ýstanbul Park signs from Sabiha

Gökçen Airport and Þekerpýnar-Bayramoðlu

junctions.

ÞILE ROAD
You can enter the Þile road from Ýstanbul E-5

and TEM motorways and follow the Ýstanbul

Park exit on the 16th kilometer.

IETT Ýstanbul Municipality

http://www.ibb.gov.tr/en-US/AnaSayfa buses

are also available on race days from major

points Atatürk Airport, Taksim Square,

Mecidiyeköy, Kadýköy, Bostancý and Pendik. It

is also possible to get to Pendik (which is 15

km from Ýstanbul Park) by sea buses from

Bakýrköy, Karaköy, Eminönü and Kabataþ

(these points are very close to hotels area

Sultanahmet and Taksim). 

Address: Karaaliler Place, 1935 Parcel, 

9-10-11 Plots, Tepeoren Road, Akfirat County, 

Tuzla / ÝSTANBUL-TURKEY

Telephone: +90 (216) 677 10 10
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F1 has undergone a series of overhauls since its start 55 years ago. These
changes at the beginning of the 1990s are particularly notable and as a result
of these formative years F1 became an event followed internationally with a
great deal of excitement. Oil, fuel, tire and motor producers directed their
efforts toward enhancing the event's technological support while the media
was interested in everything about the drivers -- right down to their personal
lives. Pilots and teams, which became increasingly stronger, were pushing
the 350-kilometer line. The death of driver Ayrton Senna caused a series of
new rules and restrictions to be implemented. His death not only served as a
reminder of security measures that needed to be taken, but also served
German driver Michael Schumacher, whose name began to shine in his
absence. The Ferrari driver, who has seven world championships under his
belt, has broken just about every record. The Schumacher storm is about
to calm down, though. Young drivers such as Fernando Alonso and Kimi
Raikkonen are now making a name for themselves on the course.

9

HONDA
Chasis: RA107 Motor: Honda Championships: -

RED BULL
Chasis: RB3 Motor: Renault Championships: -

BMW SAUBER 
Chasis: F107 Motor: BMW Championships: -

SPYKER
Chasis: F8  Motor: Ferrari  Championships: -

SCUDERIA TORO ROSSO
Chasis: STR02  Motor: Ferrari  Championships: -

SUPER AGURI
Chasis: SA07  Motor: Honda  Championships: -

2007 RACE SCHEDULE AND WINNERS 

DATE COUNTRY WINNER TEAM

March 18 Australia Kimi Raikkonen Ferrari

April 8 Malaysia Fernando Alonso McLaren

April 15 Bahrain Felipe Massa Ferrari

May 13 Spain Felipe Massa Ferrari

May 27 Monaco Fernando Alonso McLaren

June 10 Canada Lewis Hamilton McLaren

June 17 USA Lewis Hamilton McLaren

July 1 France Kimi Raikkonen Ferrari

July 8 England Kimi Raikkonen Ferrari

July 22 Germany Fernando Alonso McLaren

Aug. 5 Hungary Lewis Hamilton McLaren

Aug. 26 Turkey

Sept. 9 Italy

Sept. 16 Belgium

Sept. 30 Japan

Oct. 7 China

Oct. 21 Brazil

2008 FORMULA ONE CALENDAR

March 16 Australia Albert Park

March 23 Malaysia Sepang

April 6 Bahrain Bahrain

April 27 Spain Catalunya

May 11 Turkey Istanbul

May 25 Monaco Monte Carlo

June 8 Canada Circuit Gilles Villeneuve

June 22 France Magny Cours

July 6 Britain Silverstone

July 20 Germany Hockenheim

Aug. 3 Hungary Hungaroring

Aug. 24 Europe Valencia

Sept. 7 Italy Monza

Sept. 14 Belgium Spa

Sept. 28 Singapore Singapore

Oct. 12 China Shanghai

Oct. 19 Japan Fuji

Nov. 2 Brazil Interlagos

CHAMPIONS AND TEAMS IN LAST 20 YEARS
2006 F. Alonso (Renault) Renault

2005 F. Alonso (Renault) Renault

2004 M. Schumacher (Ferrari) Ferrari 

2003 M. Schumacher (Ferrari) Ferrari 

2002 M. Schumacher (Ferrari) Ferrari 

2001 M. Schumacher (Ferrari) Ferrari 

2000 M. Schumacher (Ferrari) Ferrari 

1999 M. Hakkinen (McLaren) Ferrari 

1998 M. Hakkinen (McLaren) McLaren Mercedes 

1997 J. Villeneuve (Williams) Williams Renault 

1996 D. Hill (Williams) Williams Renault 

1995 M. Schumacher (Benetton) Benetton Renault 

1994 M. Schumacher (Benetton) Williams Renault 

1993 A. Prost (Williams) Williams Renault 

1992 N. Mansell (Williams) Williams Renault 

1991 A. Senna (McLaren) McLaren Honda 

1990 A. Senna (McLaren) McLaren Honda 

1989 A. Prost (McLaren) McLaren Honda 

1988 A. Senna (McLaren) McLaren Honda 

1987 N. Piquet (Williams) Williams Honda  

Especially after the 1970s, 
important changes were 
made to F1 vehicles.

Oil, fuel, tire and motor 
producers all contributed
immensely to the progress of F1.

The death of Ayrton Senna
brought new rules and 
restrictions.

Teams and drivers, equipped 
with new technology, are pushing
around 350 kilometers per hour.





If some Europeans think there's no place in
Europe for Turkey, remember, these are the
same people who ridiculed André Michelin

for putting "air tires" on his Renault racer in the 1895
race from Paris to Bordeaux and back. Obviously atti-
tudes can change, even if they may lag behind techno-
logical innovation. Michelin chose to use pneumatic
tires prematurely, as his Peugeot suffered several flat
tires on the terrible roads of the day, but within twenty
years they had replaced solid rubber tires and iron
wheels on most automobiles. The winner of that 1895
race, driving a Panhard-Levassor with new belt-drive
transmission, took just under 49 hours to cross the fin-
ish line, reflecting carmakers had one aim: More
speed. The early 2-liter engines gave way to 7-liter, 8-

liter and even 16-liter en-
gines within just a

few years.

The first decade of the 20th century brought other
technical developments, and the 1901 Mercedes fea-
tured several firsts, including a magneto ignition, steel
chassis and a honeycomb radiator. Manufacturers in
America also worked to prove their cars' worth by win-
ning races. However, America's most famous carmaker,
Henry Ford, devoted little effort to racing, leaving the
field to all manner of smaller, 'boutique,' artisan work-
shops. These were the years when race organizers in
the United States imitated Europe with open road
competitions, even calling them the Grand Prize.
One winning machine in the early teens earned a
reputation as the best sports car of the time. The
Mercer Raceabout rolled out of a small workshop in
Trenton, New Jersey and turned heads as it outran

larger, more powerful rivals. The Raceabout had a
small 'T-head' engine putting out only 60 horsepow-
er, but as it was mounted on a relatively light chassis
and the tremendous torque generated could shoot
the car ahead on the track. The 1912 Mercer 35-J had
no doors or windshield or any safety device, save
brakes, which gripped the transmission, not the
wheels-- virtually the same as the production model
intended for regular street driving. The Mercer won
many races, including the 1914 American Grand
Prize, but crashes and bad management doomed
the company, which closed its doors in 1925.

Enough speed 
Europeans, however, also were having trouble stop-
ping their cars. When one driver complained of dif-
ficulty applying the brakes at speed on one model,
its designer, Enzo Ferrari, said, "I make my cars to
go, not stop!" Just as it took Napoleon to delay
Italian unification, it took a French engineer, Henri
Perrot, to stop an Italian car safely. Perrot's internal-

ly expanding brake shoe of the early '20s revo-
lutionized the racing industry, allowing
drivers to feel more secure as they hit the
gas. Previously, many drivers had
wrenched handbrakes from the floors of
vehicles as they desperately tried to stop
or slow down. Renault introduced the rear
axle differential before the turn of the centu-

ry and today's Formula One cars use much
the same idea, even if today the components

are made of composite carbon fibers rather than
cast iron or steel. Before the invention, a car's tires
would wear unevenly, especially on turns as the
outer rims turned faster than those on the inside.

Most spectators could not imagine that today's sleek
cars go slower than the vintage racers of 60 years ago,
but it's true. Automotive engineers had gradually creat-
ed enough speed to launch their road vehicles into
space, a development that gave a new impetus for the
mission to find certain control of a speeding car. As a re-
sult, today's Formula One cars can corner much faster
than the machines of old, and can stop much faster. The
brakes that will be used in Istanbul are designed to work
at extreme temperatures up to 1,000 degrees celsius, and
can stop the car in just 17 meters from 100 kmh, less
than half the distance it takes a powerful street
model to stop completely under identical conditions.

Pioneer engineers and drivers
met racecar challenges together
MICHAEL KUSER ÝSTANBUL

Formula One is the ultimate team sport. Just
watch the Panasonic Toyota Racing (PTR)
garage during Grand Prix practice. To the on-

looker, it's a bewildering swirl of fumes, thunderous
noise and unbearable heat. But within this maelstrom
the team's pit stops are running like clockwork. This is
mainly down to the old virtues of practice and team-
work. But a new factor is helping the team reach new
heights -- Panasonic's high-definition technology.

High definition, high performance
High-definition isn't just revolutionizing sport for the
armchair fan -- for the PTR team, it's a new pit lane es-
sential. By filming pit stops on the HDC-SD1 camcorder
and bringing the detail to life on a big Viera plasma, the
engineers can discover vital details that would have oth-
erwise been overlooked. And in a sport that is measured
in thousandths of a second, that can be the difference
between spraying celebratory champagne on the podi-
um and cracking open a consolation beer.

Dream team 
But the advantages of high-definition don't stop at picture
quality. Panasonic's "Viera Link" technology -- featured on
everything from its hi-def camcorders to its DMP-BD10 Blu-
ray player -- uses HDMI's talent for carrying commands
through a system to let users control all compatible kit with
one Viera remote. And to make it the ultimate team player,
Panasonic's Lumix cameras, hi-def camcorders, Toughbook
PCs and many of its Viera flat panel TVs are compatible with
the same portable storage format -- the SD card. It's the kind
of convenience that isn't just revolutionizing the living room,
but also the most technologically advanced sport on earth.
And to show you how, the team has created this rare insight
into paddock life on the eve of a big Grand Prix.

2:00 p.m., taking quality photos 
with Lumix
Catching a shot of a speeding F1 car is beyond most com-
pacts -- but not the 7MP Lumix DMC-TZ3. Its whopping
10x optical zoom means the pit crew can take close-ups of
the car in qualifying from a safe distance. Even snapping in
the tight confines of the garage isn't a problem -- the 28mm
wide-angle lens makes it easy to take shots of big groups of
people from close range. And there's no need for the team
to fret about their TZ3 perishing in the harsh conditions ei-
ther -- it's protected by a super-tough metal casing.

11:00 a.m., reviewing pit stops 
with Viera Link
The team films its pit stops in hi-def using the amaz-
ingly compact HDCSD1 camcorder. But now it's time
to really make the most of the video's incredible detail -

- by connecting it to a 42in Viera PX70. The plasma's V-
real2 image processing and fast response time make it
perfect for watching action sequences. And to help save
precious time, the team uses "Viera Link" to control the
camcorder with the plasma's remote.

4:00 p.m., viewing photos on Viera
Getting a big screen preview of photos taken with the
Lumix camera couldn't be easier on the Viera TX-
32LXD700 -- its front panel has an SD card slot. The dis-
play's impressive 100Hz "Motion Picture Pro" processing
is ideal for viewing any fast-moving videos and, unusually
for an LCD, it has a super-wide viewing angle of 178 de-
grees, so the pit team can crowd round and still get a good
view. With HDMI on the front panel, the crew could con-
nect an HD camcorder or even a games console.

8:00 p.m., relaxing with Blu-Ray
Back in the motor home, it's time for the team to relax with
a film. Even here at the end of the day Panasonic's high-
definition kit comes to the rescue with a mesmerizing
showing of the movie "Eragon." The DMP-BD10 Blu-ray
player provides the highest flavor of hi-def -- 1080p -- and
market leading picture processing. But it's full potential is
unleashed by the 65in Viera plasma, which has 68 billion
on-screen colors and incredibly deep blacks.

Get the picture
Right: Panasonic's high-definition HDC-SD1 cam-
corder is an essential new pit lane tool, the 28mm
wide-angle lens makes it easy to take shots of big
groups of people from close range.
To find out more, and have a chance to win some of the fea-
tured kit, please visit www.panasonic.co.uk/f1, ERAGON,
Available to own on DVD and Blu-ray Disc TM © 2007 FOX

The driving force
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The only part of a Formula 1 car
that will come into contact with Ýs-
tanbul is the tires, and tires remain

the single most variable performance factor
in the race. Starting this year, Bridgestone
is the sole supplier of tires to Formula 1
teams, and Kees van de Grint, head of
track engineering at Bridgestone, is leading
technicians to work with each team to cope
with the local circuit characteristics.

All circuits have special characteristics
that determine tire strategy and usage.
Since the race is being run in late August,
the heat definitely adds to the stress on the
tires, even though they are designed to per-
form at high temperatures. Ýstanbul is un-
usual in running counter-clockwise, which
increases tire wear. Spanish driver
Fernando Alonso, who ran second here in
both 2005 and 2006, says the front right is
higher than at other tracks. The McLaren
driver also says Ýstanbul is one of the fastest
tracks whose long, fast corners are "tough
on tires." BMW-Stauber driver Nick
Heidfeld concurs on the special conditions
in Ýstanbul and their demands on tires. 

F1 tire usage rules
Tire makers in the 1960s developed slick
tires with no tread to get the most rubber
contact with the track surface, and therefore
the most traction for the car, in dry weather
only, of course. And so it went for nearly 40
years. Then in the late '90s the organizers of
Formula 1 realized that the cars were cor-
nering so fast that the spectators could hard-
ly follow the action, so they instituted the
use of grooved tires to slow the action down. 

Since the changes came into effect in
1998, all tires must have four continuous
grooves running completely round the cir-
cumference, each groove to be at least 2.5
mm deep and spaced 50 mm apart. The

mandatory cut in the surface means tire man-
ufacturers now must take extra care in choos-
ing how soft a rubber compound to use. 

The rules further stipulate that two dif-
ferent types of tires be available to each
Grand Prix team, a "soft" and a "hard"
style, and that every driver must use both
specifications at some stage during the
race. Even with the grooves, a Formula 1
tire is about as close to a standard passen-
ger car tire as a hot dog is to a great steak. 

A witch’s brew
You don't want to carry the food analogy
too far, however, as making a racing tire is
more like witches stirring an evil brew
over the fire than someone making a
hearty, home-cooked meal. Manufacturers
determine the softness or hardness of the
tire by varying the proportions of com-
pounds in the ingredients added to the
rubber, chiefly carbon, sulfur and oil. In
simple terms, more oil makes for a softer

tire. A witch might add a drop or two of
baboon blood -- surely some drivers
would risk it if it meant a better chance to
win, but I'd hate to be the one trying that
with a vat of bubbling rubber.

While your ordinary car tire features
heavy steel-belted radial plies to make it
strong and long-lasting, a Formula 1 tire
must be even stronger, but only for a day.
That's why engineers use synthetic materi-
als such as nylon and polyester instead of
steel -- an intricate weave pattern enables
the tires to withstand many times the force
of gravity, 4g laterally and 5g longitudinally.
An experienced driver can take a not-so-
great car and beat a rookie driver in a better
car, but if the lesser car does not have ade-
quate tires no driver can take it to the victo-
ry lap. That's why Formula 1 organizers say
that even now "optimizing the car tire bal-
ance is something of a black art."

Kids who live near golf courses go out at
night or in the rain to look for lost golf balls,
but a youngster who could make his way
onto the track in Ýstanbul after the race this
weekend could collect stray "marbles" -- the
little chunks of rubber that fly off the tires as
the cars go flying round the circuit.

Speaking of rain, Formula 1 teams must
also be prepared to run in foul weather.
Thus F1 rain tires have full tread patterns to
push away as much water as possible, for
there's nothing worse for any driver than
the out-of-control sensation of aquaplan-
ing, the condition when the tires have
popped up onto the surface of the water
and the car is effectively floating at speed.
Bridgestone even came up with a Formula 1
snow tire, which American driver Heidfeld
tested on a frozen lake at St. Moritz,
Switzerland last winter. Technicians fit tires
to the cars on Thursday, just one day before
qualifying begins on Friday. Michael Kuser Ýstanbul

Ýstanbul track and cýrcuýt 
requýre specýal týre strategy
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