
Great potential for
tourism with our 
neigbours in Mideast

The luxury 
of sipping 

coffee
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TÜRSAB Chairman Baþaran Ulusoy told
Today's Tourism that Turkey hosted 1.8

million visitors from Middle Eastern countries in
2006 and 2.2 million in 2007. "The percentage of
visitors to Turkey that came from the Middle East --
not including Egypt and other North African coun-
tries -- was 8.99 percent and 9.7 percent of total
visitors in 2005 and 2007, respectively," he added. 

Erhan Çakay, deputy general director of Ýstanbul's
Best Western The President Hotel, noted in an interview
with Today's Tourism that out of the Middle Eastern
tourists, most came from Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Egypt,
Yemen, Morocco, Tunisia and the United Arab Emirates.

For the three years before 2007, Arabs were required
to apply for a visa and a document similar to a residential
permit for stays longer than 30 days, causing a 50 percent
decrease in Arab visitors to Turkey. With the new regula-
tion in place, they are able to obtain entry visas for up to
90 days at border gates and airports in a simple process.

Cüneyt Mengü, the owner of Mercan Tourism,
a travel agency focusing mainly on Arab tourists,
told Today's Tourism in a phone interview that the
Middle East had the potential to be Turkey's
largest tourism market after Russia. 

On the other hand, Nebil Çelebi, the owner of
Hilal Tourism, told Today's Tourism that Turkey
should focus also on attracting Europeans living and
working in Middle Eastern countries, as their num-
bers are on the rise. "There are many global compa-
nies with branches in the Middle East. British expa-
triates for instance, whose population in these coun-
tries is significant, are interested in Kuþadasý -- a
district in the Aegean province of Aydýn -- so we
should really promote such locations," he added.

Why else is Turkey a popular 
destination for Arabs?
Turkey's well-known natural beauties, temperate cli-
mate and relatively cheap prices when compared to
European countries are all crucial factors in making
Turkey a popular travel destination for Arabs. "The fact
that Turkey's population is predominantly Muslim is al-
so critical in drawing tourists from Arab countries -- and

they feel more comfortable here," Mengü emphasized.
According to Çakay, in addition to global compe-

tition, prices are also important when tourists choose
travel destinations. "Arab tourists prefer Europe dur-
ing the spring months, but they mostly decide accord-
ing to price," he noted. Increased charter flights be-
tween Turkey and Middle Eastern countries have also
contributed to the rise in Arab tourists, Çelebi says,
adding that "Turkish Airlines [THY] should launch
more direct flights to Middle Eastern countries." 

Arabs spend more than Europeans do
An Arab tourist spends more than the average
European tourist in Turkey. Europeans tend to pre-
fer "all inclusive" accommodations and do not
spend much outside their hotel. "In addition to this,
Arabs also like shopping -- and they spend 1,000 to
1,100 euros per person, while Europeans spend ap-
proximately 700 euros [each]," Çakay notes.

Mengü, who did his doctoral thesis on the
tourism potential the Middle East represents for
Turkey, asserts: "Although the official amount of ex-
penditures per Arab tourist is usually smaller, Arabs
from the Gulf countries in particular may spend up to
$2,000 or $2,500, according to research I have done." 

Çelebi says that most Arab tourists coming to
Turkey have high incomes and therefore they prefer
four or five-star hotels, noting, "Turkey should pro-
mote itself and use its actual potential to become one
of the favorite destinations for the Arab world."

Saudis largest group of tourists 
Saudis make up 70 percent of all Arab tourists
traveling overseas. Saudi Arabia sends 5 million
people abroad each year. The number of visitors
coming from Saudi Arabia to Turkey has been on
the rise since the year 2000. According to data from
the Turkish Statistics Institute (TurkStat), Saudi

tourists come for vacation purposes most often,
followed by business trips and visits to relatives.

Saudi tourists tend to spend a lot and prefer com-
fortable hotel accommodation or renting houses. They
usually vacation along with their family and prefer to
be close to other Saudi tourists. Meanwhile, the
Tourism and Culture Ministry recently established a
representative office in the Saudi capital of Riyadh. 

Black Sea Arab favorite
The Black Sea region is one of the areas in Turkey that
Arabs favor the most. However, a lack of luxurious
and sufficient accommodation has hurt the region's
real tourism potential. Mengü emphasizes that Arab
tourists, Kuwaitis in particular, show great interest in
the Black Sea region. "If there were some high-quality
accommodations, we could attract many more
tourists. We must build luxurious facilities to draw
more high-income visitors to the region," he stresses.

Çelebi states that Yalova, Bursa, Bolu and the
Black Sea province of Trabzon -- its district of
Uzungöl, in particular -- are among Arabs' favorite
places in Turkey. Mengü goes on to say that the
Termal district of Yalova, known for its thermal
springs, would actually draw more visitors if only
there were enough facilities to accommodate large
numbers of people. "There is also the lack of suffi-
cient transportation to some locations," he adds.

Hosting Arabs is a different market
Arab tourists have different habits from Western European
tourists. Their basic difference is the fact that they prefer
destinations that appeal to their Muslim identity.

Mengü also argues that advertising campaigns and
marketing should address each target Middle Eastern
country separately, as each of them has unique values,
despite their commonalities. Furthermore, booklets
about popular destinations that are favored by Arabs,
such as Ýstanbul, Bolu and Yalova, should be prepared
both in English and Arabic, according to experts.

Travel experts stress that Turkey needs to promote
tourism in Arab countries with advertisements exclu-
sively prepared for such countries. They should not in-
clude anything that insults Islamic values.

Çakay notes that the biggest advantage of Best
Western The President Hotel is the fact that it is includ-
ed in the Emirates Airlines catalogue, underlining the
significance of publicity. Meanwhile, Mengü notes that
Mercan Tourism is expecting to host 15,000 to 20,000
Arab tourists between July and August.

Baþaran emphasizes that although the number
of visitors from Middle Eastern countries has in-
creased in recent years, it is still not sufficient. "Yet
the rising trend of Middle Eastern visitors in
Turkish tourism is a significant indicator of our
country's improving tourism relation with such
countries," he notes. Furthermore, Baþaran adds
that Gulf countries are also targets of other coun-
tries with high tourism potential; thus the competi-
tion conditions are rather hard. "But Turkey offers
a welcoming atmosphere, as well as many attrac-
tions and opportunities that could inspire high de-
mand in the Arab tourism market," he concludes.

Arab tourýsts dýscoverýng Turkey
contýnued from page 1
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An amendment to the bill on land registries, which was re-
cently annulled by the Constitutional Court upon an appeal
filed by the Republican People's Party (CHP), has been ac-
cepted at a parliamentary commission. With the new amend-
ment, the benchmark for real estate ownership limits for for-
eign persons and institutions has been changed from total
provincial area to the total area of a given city center base. 

The new changes reduce the total amount of land that can
be sold to real foreign persons in comparison to the rejected

bill. Real foreign persons will be entitled to purchase property
within the limits of areas allocated for development as long as
the total land purchased by foreign persons in the city does not
exceed 10 percent of the total land in a given province's city
center. The bill cancelled by the Constitutional Court allowed
for such purchases up to 0.5 percent of a province's territory. 

A commission that will be made subordinate to the
Ministry of Public Works and Housing, which supervises the
land registry, will be established to review requests for

changes to these restrictions, although the upper limit of 10
percent of a given city center cannot be exceeded. The com-
mission will subsequently refer the proposals to the Cabinet. 

Changes in the areas allocated for development must be for-
warded by governorates to the commission by the end of the
next January.  Under the new amendment, the locations of mili-
tary zones, military security zones and strategic areas shall be
provided by the Defense Ministry to the Ministry of Public
Works and Housing without delay. Ankara Today's Zaman

Parliamentary commission accepts draft
amendment on real estate sales to foreigners 

Last year, the New Frontiers Award was given
to the Cancun region of Mexico for the efforts to re-
group and restart tourism efforts in the wake of the
disastrous Hurricane Wilma that hit the area in 2005. 

According to information on the ATM's official
Web site, Turkey is to be represented at the exhibition
by the Turkish Culture and Information Office. The
Turkish exhibit at ATM, which will be headed up
by Turkish tourism attaché Emin Kaya, will work
to promote tourism and the cultural aspects of
Turkey to visitors at the event. 

In addition to well-known names like Turkish
Airlines (THY) and the Association of Turkish Travel
Agencies (TÜRSAB), the Turkish exhibit at the ATM
will also include representatives from 27 different
tour companies as well as hotel groups, travel agents
and investment groups. 

The 14 different seminars scheduled to take
place during the exhibition will aim to explore the
various problems facing the tourism sector, allowing
visitors and representatives at the exhibition to voice
their thoughts and opinions on possible solutions.
One specific topic will be how tourism firms and
organizations can better meet the needs of the
estimated 161 million vision-impaired people in
the world when they travel. 

Another topic marked for debate is how China
and India, two countries which have both seen dou-
ble-digit growth in the hotel sector over the past
year, can acquire and retain qualified employees.
According to research done by one employment
agency, a full 80 percent of employees working in
the hotel sector report that they want to change
companies, while only 10 percent said they were
satisfied with their current work place. 

Visitors to the ATM will also be offered the op-
portunity to donate money to the Just a Drop charity.
Just a Drop uses its funds to help bring safe drinking
water to families and children living in difficult condi-
tions throughout the world. This foundation, which
started 10 years ago at the ATM exhibition, has man-
aged to gather nearly 9 million pounds and help
more than 800,000 people in 25 different countries.

While experts are estimating that Gulf na-
tions will be hosting around 150 million tourists
by the year 2020, it is expected that the ATM
trade fair in Dubai, which in itself has become a
center of tourism, business and trade within the
Middle East, will attract scores of interested
tourism sector investors and businesspersons.

World tourýsm 

sector gears up for

Dubaý trade faýr 

contýnued from page 1
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Hýdýv Kasrý: A dream venue

ýn a glorýous garden 

Hýdiv Kasrý, built on the request of Hýdiv Abbas
Hilmi Pasha in the Italian style in 1907 and set
among centuries-old woodland on the Asian side of

Ýstanbul, now plays host to engagement celebrations, wed-
dings, gatherings and meetings. Hýdiv Kasrý is known for its
famous nightingales, and the garden surrounding the build-
ing is so full of roses that the building itself can seem to be an
island in a sea of flowers. The building was the recipient of Ýs-
tanbul's first steam-powered elevator, which leads to its tow-
er -- from where you can see both Asia and Europe. 

The palace has been extensively restored and its halls now
serve as restaurants, offering buffet-style service at weekends
and a regular restaurant during weekdays: the kitchen boasts
some 55 different dishes. The halls also function as ideal venues
for gatherings of anything between 25 and 400 people and are
suitable for weddings, engagements and other meetings.

The story behind the building
One the late 19th century Ottoman governors of Egypt, Hýdiv
Abbas Hilmi Pasha, needed to stay in Ýstanbul for a long time
with the aim of gaining support to stop the British invasion of
Egypt. Thus, in 1903 he purchased two wooden houses on
the shores of the Bosporus on the land where Hýdiv Kasrý
now stands. Later on, the pasha bought the 270,000-square-
meter garden consisting of wooded slopes and the headland
behind the houses. After demolishing the wooden houses, in
1907, the pasha asked Italian architect Delfo Seminati to build
a glorious castle and a tower from which to view Ýstanbul on
an area of 1,000 square meters. Hýdiv's family stayed in the
palace until 1937, when the Ýstanbul Municipality bought the
building and its grounds. The palace remained uncared for
until it was restored by Çelik Gülersoy in the name of the
Turkey Touring and Automobile Association in 1984, after
which it served as a hotel for a while. The palace was restored
once again in 1994-1996 and later taken over by Beltur, under
the auspices of the Ýstanbul Municipality.

The halls of the first floor
A star-and-crescent emblem surmounts the entrance of the
chateau-style palace. Round marble columns, terraces, the
pasha's bedroom, the tower, marble, wooden and crystal
halls were constructed according to neo-Classical, neo-
Islamic and neo-Ottoman architecture styles. Flower, fruit
and game animal motifs dot the walls, designed to have a
European architectural flavor. Entrance floor is divided into a
number of individually designed halls.

One descends to the marble hall via a few steps.
Immediately after you enter you will see a monumental
fountain with mosaics on your right, featuring a frog fig-
ure -- a common Art Nouveau motif. A floor-to-ceiling
iron-framed window is also a striking feature. The marble
terrace of the hall with its Ýstanbul view supports the bal-
cony of the rooms above, thanks to its 24 white marble
columns. The pink, white and green chandelier in the
hall, like a flower, was the first of its kind in Turkey.
When illuminated, the hall seems fit for a fairy palace.
The concave hall is entirely paneled in mahogany-colored
wood and features the best wainscot in Ýstanbul, while
the wooden hall's paneling features depictions of various
fruits and is constructed from oak. Gold-plated baskets of
flowers hang from the ceiling and over the door of the
crystal hall, which is wholly decorated with crystal mir-
rors. The hall has a fascinating atmosphere with its scin-
tillating walls, bejeweled ceiling and brass flambeaus. 

The hall with the pool has also Art Nouveau charac-
teristics; the walls are covered with both wooden panel-
ing and mirrors. The pool itself is made of marble.
Another interesting thing about the hall with the pool is
that you can reach all of the other halls via communicat-
ing doors -- it has also has an elevator connecting it with
the second floor. Thus this hall is placed at the very cen-
ter of the other halls and reflects features from each of
them with its marble pool, wooden and mirrored walls. 

As you go upstairs there are six rooms on your right,
which are above the marble hall. Three have large balconies
onto the inner garden, which is surrounded by yews and
filled with roses. There are two bedrooms in the first floor,
one belonging to Hýdiv himself -- both have en suite bath-
rooms. There are huge wardrobes in Hýdiv's bedroom and
one of the mirrored doors of the wardrobe is actually a se-
cret entrance to the hall at the center of the first floor. The
bedroom also contains a beautiful Art Deco chair.

This magnificent architectural feature can be reached in
one of two ways, either by elevator or a main staircase. The
tower contains an additional storey with its own balcony, as
well as being surmounted by a high terrace, which offers one
of the best views of the Bosporus. The wooden paneling on
the inner walls of the tower and stairs is Romanian pine and
the original elevator still functions. The terrace is the ideal
place to relax and soak up the inimitable Bosporus atmos-
phere, while sipping tea to a soundtrack of chirruping birds.

One the late 19th century Ottoman governors of Egypt, Hýdiv Abbas Hilmi Pasha, needed to stay in Ýstanbul for a long
time with the aim of gaining support to stop the British invasion of Egypt. Thus, in 1903 he purchased two wooden

houses on the shores of the Bosporus on the land where Hýdiv Kasrý now stands. Then, the pasha asked Italian architect
Delfo Seminati to build a glorious castle and a tower from which to view Ýstanbul on an area of 1,000 square meters

ÝSMAÝL KOCABIYIK ÝSTANBUL

It all starts with a dream...

Today’s doctors, lawyers, engineers, businesspeople, executives…
Weren’t we all kids at one point?

Bank Asya grew and developed to serve yesterday’s children.
It has financed thousands of projects by channeling your savings into production.

It has become a partner in its clients’ success stories. If you want one of these success stories to be your
own, come to Bank Asya, Turkey’s youngest bank operating under interest-free banking principles, and let

us introduce you to solutions customized to meet your company’s needs.
Make your dream of growing a reality, on your own terms.
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In 2005, a total of 1,898,230 people visit-
ed Turkey from Middle Eastern coun-
tries. The following year, the total num-

ber of tourists who visited Turkey decreased by
6.18 percent, with Middle Eastern tourists drop-
ping by 5.98 percent. However, in 2007 we ob-
served a dramatic increase: The number of
tourists visiting Turkey from Middle Eastern
countries reached 2,270,348 -- a 27 percent in-
crease over 2006. The portion of Middle Eastern
tourists in the total number of tourists visiting
Turkey was 9 percent in 2005 and this number
increased to 9.73 percent in 2007. 

As is common knowledge, the Middle East
includes countries that have coasts on the east-
ern Mediterranean Sea and the Arabian
Peninsula. The following countries are located
in this region: the United Arab Emirates, Syria,
Yemen, Saudi Arabia, Jordan, Lebanon, Bahrain,
Qatar, Kuwait, Oman, Iran and Israel. The
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus (KKTC)
and Egypt and other northern Africa countries
are not included in the statistics above.

Fifty-seven percent of the tourists who vis-
ited Turkey in 2007 were from EU countries,
and 20 percent came from the Russian
Federation. The share of Middle Eastern coun-
tries also constitutes a significant portion at
9.73 percent. However, I have to emphasize
that this number is not sufficient. On the other
hand, the growth tendency of the portion of
tourists coming to Turkey from Middle Eastern
countries shows that Turkey's tourism relations
are developing with these countries. 

While evaluating the processes in the re-
gion in terms of tourism, one should not for-
get the political conditions in the Middle East,
Turkey's occasional tensions with its neigh-

bors, the crises and instability that the first
and second Gulf Wars created and other
threats that negatively affect tourism. 

Another important point that should not be
ignored is that since the Turkish tourism business
began to develop rapidly after the mid '80s there
has been an emphasis on Europe and America in
the sector in terms of Turkey's advertisement
campaigns. However, after the '90's Turkey's
strategy has called for diversification of tourist
sources. So Turkey took new initiatives in the
Middle East and Asia-Pacific regions in order to
diversify its tourism services and markets. 

Here I want to add that the Middle East is not
homogenous; there are some major differences
among the countries in terms of tourism and
market potential, so broad evaluations of the re-
gion would not be entirely meaningful.

Nonetheless, we assign great importance to
developing our tourism relations with our neigh-
boring countries and undertake particular initia-
tives and activities for this reason. 

If we look at the issue in terms of countries,
Iran ranks first, sending 1 million tourists to
Turkey annually. Israel follows Iran with 500,000
people and Syria ranks third with 330,000. Iraq
ranks fourth, sending 180,000 tourists annually.
Jordan follows them with 60,000, Lebanon with
45,000 and Saudi Arabia with 41,000. The United
Arab Emirates sends 13,000 tourists annually,
Kuwait sends 12,000 and the numbers for the
other countries are below 6,000. 

As the Turkish Association of Travel Agents
(TÜRSAB), of course, we perceive these num-
bers as low and believe that we can raise them
further. We believe that we need to increase
our market share, especially in the countries
that have a significant potential for high-end
tourists. However, we should not forget that
these countries, especially the Gulf countries,
with their high-end tourist potential, are also
targets of Turkey's rivals and there is a strong
competition in these countries. 

In the evaluations of the market potentials of
Middle Eastern countries and the strategies to
reach these countries we should evaluate the
market potential of each country separately. 

All in all, our association assigns great im-
portance to developing our tourism relations
with our neighboring countries and other
Middle Eastern countries and increasing our
market share in these countries. However, in
order to reach our long-term goals in these
markets, we need to employ much more effec-
tive advertisement strategies. 

There is a consensus about Turkey's poten-
tial for maintaining its rapid development trend
and analyses confirm this tendency.  Let's ex-
pand this great potential together. 

* Baþaran Ulusoy is the chairman of the Turkish
Association of Travel Agents (TÜRSAB).

Tourism is a sound investment
with a bright future

The investments made in the Turkish
tourism sector during the last 20
years and the positive contributions

the sector has made to the country's economy
are clear indications of the potential of the
sector to undertake big projects and play a
lead role in the country's overall growth. Our
target is to ensure that tourism in Turkey, al-
ready in the top 10 destination countries world-
wide, makes the great jump to the top five.

With a rich geography, the most beautiful
coasts of the Mediterranean, backed by
mountains, a history dating back 10,000 years,
rich culture and folklore, delicious cuisine and
hospitable people, Turkey has competitive ad-
vantages in the world tourism market. These
advantages are permanent and do not change
depending on the atmosphere or market con-
ditions. As in many other sectors, these ad-
vantages do not flee to other countries with
the lure of low labor or input costs.

The Turkish tourism sector earned $18.5 bil-
lion from 23.3 million tourists in 2007. The price
and quality balance is the competitive advantage
of the Turkish tourism sector. Modern accom-
modation facilities, successful tour operators, an
ever-increasing fleet and vast network of Turkish
airlines have played great roles in this success.

Tourism investments are regarded as sound
investments with a bright future. Annually, about
$2 billion is invested in the tourism sector. Along
with the textile and automotive sectors, tourism
is among the sectors that receives the greatest
share from investments in the Turkish economy.

We are glad to observe that tourism invest-
ment is also increasing in Anatolian cities.
Companies in Anatolia are starting to transfer the
funds they obtain from other sectors to the
tourism sector. Tourism investments in Anatolia
should be encouraged if we want to foster the
tourism sector in every part of the country
and throughout the year. To this end, well-
planned regional incentives will be needed.

In addition to diversification and the spread
of tourism, we should try to expand our share in
foreign tourism markets. Currently, 80 percent
of foreign tourists arriving in Turkey are coming
from European and Commonwealth of
Independent States (CIS) countries. However,
there is a vast Arab geography to the south and
a rapidly growing Asia to the east. Escalating oil
prices have added to capital growth in Arab
countries, and there is an increasing trend in
consumption in developing countries in Asia,
particularly China and India. More and more
travel abroad is from the Middle Eastern and
Asian countries. Fostering the activities of our
tour operators in these markets and ensuring
greater growth in our airlines' network is partic-
ularly important in accessing these markets.

Furthermore, the center of capital forma-
tion has shifted from Western to Eastern coun-
tries; there is incredible capital growth in Asia
and the Middle East. The recent fluctuations in
the US and European finance markets in par-
ticular have urged this capital to seek new in-
vestment venues. We should find ways to at-
tract this capital to the Turkish tourism sector.
Special incentives for major tourism projects
are very important to attract this capital.

* Murat Dedeman is president of the Turkish Tourism

Investors Association (TTYD)

BAÞARAN ULUSOY*

MURAT DEDEMAN*

Baþaran Ulusoy

Murat Dedeman

Steady increase of Middle
Eastern vacationers in Turkey
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After securing a membership post with the
Star Alliance, Turkish Airlines (THY) is look-
ing for new opportunities in the Gulf and

Middle East market. Daily flights to Dubai were dou-
bled in the first quarter of 2008 to meet increasing de-
mand from Gulf travelers. THY is also increasing the
frequency of it’s flights to Doha, Sana'a and Bahrain
in the hope that the connecting flights coming from
Europe will be handled by its fleet.  Currently Turkish
Airlines is leading the charge in increased seat capaci-
ty and passenger count in the Association of
European Airlines (AEA) -- representing 33 major
airlines. In the Middle East, THY will begin flying to

Aleppo on May 15 and to Tehran on May 24, bring-
ing the number of flight destinations to 17. 

THY formally joined The Star Alliance on April
1st and the move was seen an important break-
through for the airliner.  The Star Alliance is seen as
the most important conglomerate in the world avia-
tion business, and it includes major brands such as
Lufthansa, United Airlines, US Airways, Air Canada,
SAS, All Nippon Airways, Singapore Airlines, Thai
Airlines, Austrian Airlines, Swissair and Air China.
General Manager Temel Kotil says the airline's mem-
bership in the Star Alliance is the most important
deal in the 45-year history of Turkish aviation, noting

that membership in the alliance will provide Turkey
with full integration with the world aviation network.
Kotil emphasized that THY's membership will render
Ýstanbul a major flight center of the world, like New
York, Paris, Frankfurt, London and Singapore.

The Star Alliance is the largest and most awarded
airline alliance in the world. THY customers will be
able to earn airline miles and use them for any mem-
ber airline company at the same level -- with the ex-
ception of certain deeply discounted classes. In addi-
tion, a premium customer of any of the member
companies of the alliance will have access to the air-
port lounges of all member airlines. Also, flight

schedules will be coordinated to permit almost seam-
less travel that may include several different carriers
within the alliance on a single ticket. Furthermore,
special fares for round-the-world and multi-stop
travel will be available from the members of the al-
liance at a reduced cost. The members also enjoy co-
operation in development of a common information
technology platform.

THY becomes the second largest airline company
in the alliance after Lufthansa. It is expecting to in-
crease the number of transit passengers by 50 percent
to 1.5 million while also planning to boost the num-
ber of total passengers to 23.5 million by the end of

this year.
THY Chairman Candan Karlýtekin also stressed

that the membership is an important step taken on
the way to becoming a well-respected global player
in the world aviation business. As the THY manage-
ment, they made decisions not only to ensure success
in the near future but also to guarantee reaching
company goals for the next 10 to 20 years, he said.
"We want to realize our dreams as well as our targets,
and this is why we are working so hard. We believe
the partnership and competition will make us
stronger, and thus we have decided to continue our
journey with the Alliance," he said. Ýstanbul Today's Tourism 

THY eyes Gulf & Mýddle East

Star Allýance member 
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The Ministry of Culture and Tourism is
redoubling its efforts to promote Turkey
abroad and plans to take advantage of the

growing popularity of the Internet to introduce
the world to some of what Turkey has to offer.
Within this framework, the Turkish Culture and
Tourism Office in New York has reached an
agreement with Internet search engine Yahoo! to
start promoting Turkey in eight nations. Ads
aimed at promoting Turkey will be displayed in
Yahoo! Pages in the US, Germany, England,
France, the Netherlands, Spain, Italy and Israel. 

Meanwhile Expedia.com, the world's most all-en-
compassing Internet travel portal with an estimated 55
million users, has created a special four-page site fo-
cusing on Turkey. The site includes information on

Turkey's history, culture, city-based holidays and the
Aegean and Mediterranean Turkish coastlines. This is
Expedia's first such cooperation with Turkey, and users
can read about sporting events and festivals taking
place in Turkey and also make reservations for travel
there on the site. 

The ministry has released statistics for tourism lev-
els for January-March 2008, showing an increase of
14.73 percent over the same period last year; total visi-
tor numbers in the first quarter were 2.98 million. 

While 49.56 percent of the tourists visiting Turkey
were from Organization of Economic Cooperation and
Development (OECD) member nations, 31.85 percent
of these same tourists came from Eastern Europe. The
number of tourists arriving in Turkey from OECD na-
tions increased by 16.97 percent, more than the gener-

al trend, whereas those from Eastern European na-
tions increased by slightly less, 10.91 percent. 

In terms of individual nations, Germany was in
first place between January-March 2008, representing
18.86 percent of tourism to Turkey, while Bulgaria was
second with 7.58 percent, followed by Iran with 6.15
percent, then Russia, Georgia, England, Azerbaijan,
Greece, France and the Netherlands. 

Focusing solely on March, ministry statistics show
that Turkey experienced an 18.67 percent increase in
tourism over the same month in 2007, hosting 1.31
million visitors in that month alone. Of these, 693,643
were from OECD nations, of which 350,256 were from
Eastern Europe. These figures represent an increase of
22.78 percent for tourists from OECD nations and
11.53 percent for Eastern Europe. Ankara Today’s Tourism

The world's first museum of Islamic science
and technology, a project backed by the
Turkish Ministry of Culture and Tourism in

cooperation with the Greater Ýstanbul Municipality,
will open in Ýstanbul's Gülhane Park in May.

The museum will include pieces underscoring
the contributions of Islamic culture to the scientific
world and the general development of modern sci-
ence. It is to host visual representations of some of
the observatories, hospitals, chemical mechanisms
and universities Muslim scientists helped create, in
addition to models of some of Islam's most promi-
nent science-oriented achievements.

Ýstanbul Mayor Kadir Topbaþ, noting that prepa-
rations for the museum were complete, said during a
function at the municipal headquarters last week that
the museum "will introduce and display many of the
works produced by Turkish and Muslim scientists
well in advance of the industrial revolution."

The Historical Islamic Science and Technology
Museum, to be managed by the Ministry of Culture
and Tourism, is being created in cooperation with the
Scientific and Technological Research Council of
Turkey (TÜBÝTAK), the Turkish Academy of Sciences
(TÜBA), the Greater Ýstanbul Municipality and
Professor Sezgin of Frankfurt University. In the initial
stages, the museum will display 140 different pieces,
though over time the number of displayed items is
expected to rise to 800. A special Science History
Library will also be included as part of the museum. 

The municipality has given permission to the
Ministry of Culture and Tourism for the use of its
Has Stables as the venue for the museum over the
next decade. The museum grounds occupy a 3,550-
square-meter area and span three different build-
ings. Some of the items on display at the museum
will be copies of original inventions and discoveries
from between the eighth and 16th centuries. Items
to be displayed include examples of devices and
tools used in geography, astronomy, oceanography,
machinery, geometry, optics, medicine, chemistry,
mining, physics, mechanics, war and architecture.

Plans for a "Young Inventors Atelier" to be
opened next to the museum are also under way.
Backed by the municipality and TÜBITAK, will allow
youngsters to, in Topbaþ's words, "Get support for
their projects from university professors." He added,
"In this way, we will see our youth turn the hobbies
and dreams they keep in their minds into reality."

Founding father Fuat Sezgin 
Sezgin has been carrying out research on Islamic sci-
entific history for more than 50 years and is consid-
ered a world authority on the subject of scientific his-
tory. It was in 1954, after finding deficiencies in the
work and research of Semiticist Carl Brockelmann in
the area, that Professor Sezgin began to take serious
interest in Islamic scientific history. In 1982 he formed
the Arab-Islamic History Institute at J. W. Goethe
University and the following year, he established a
museum on the same subject at the university. 

Linguistically, Sezgin is well-equipped for re-
search in this area; he speaks 27 languages, includ-
ing Syriac, Hebrew and Latin. Awards he has won
include Saudi Arabia's King Faisal Award (1978),
Germany's Federal Service Cross (1982) and
Superior Service Medal (2001) and an Islamic sci-
ences book award in Iran (2006). Sezgin was also se-
lected as an honorary TÜBA member.

His main published work is the 12-volume
"Geschichte Des Arabischen Schrifttums" (History of
Arabian Literature) 1967-84.

Yahoo! to
promote

Turkey

Gülhane
to be home to 

museum of
Islamic science
and technology
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Sezgin has been carrying out research on
Islamic scientific history for more than 50
years and is considered a world authority

on the subject of scientific history.  
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Founding father Fuat Sezgin 

Wealthy tourists have become one of
the new targets for hoteliers in Antalya
province seeking to f i l l  their  new

luxury villas this summer.
The villas are being offered for anywhere between

$4,000 and $15,000 per night and include everything
from nannies to private chefs, as well as business
centers, saunas and much more. In short, these villas
offer every kind of service you can imagine. And thus,
in an attempt to bring about an increase in profits from
tourism, as well as to underscore that Turkey is not a
"cheap tourism" nation, holiday facilities in Antalya
have turned their focus to wealthy visitors hailing from
both Europe and the Middle East. 

One of the first Antalya hotels to move in this
direction was Belek's Ela Quality Resort Hotel,
which is owned by Ahmet Akbalik of Özak Textiles.
With its specially designed villas for wealthy
customers, Ela Quality Resort Hotel has succeeded
in attracting guests from Russia, Switzerland,
Germany, Belgium and various Middle Eastern
countries. Ela Quality Resort Hotel CEO Vadi
Karatopraklý has also noted that his establishment
aims to attract wealthy Turkish customers as well. 

Karatopraklý notes that a new dimension

has been added to tourism in Turkey with villas
going from between $5,000 and $10,000 a day,
and that in order to market these more
expensive accommodation types,  special
marketing teams have been created by the
hotel. These marketing teams have engaged in
major publicity campaigns in several countries,
from Russia to Ukraine, Switzerland and
Middle Eastern nations. Karatopraklý also states
that special agents have also been hired to get
out the word about these villas in the domestic
arena. As a result, occupancy rates for VIP
customers who will stay in these villas this
summer is already at around 30 percent. 

The all-inclusive system that has for years been an
aspect of tourism in Turkey has, Karatopraklý
maintains, managed to bring many facilities here to
the point of bankruptcy, notably by attracting guests
who don't spend much. Hotel managers in Turkey are
thus now searching for new concepts and are feeling
the need to review prices in 2008 once again. 

Karatopraklý says prices this year have increased
by about 40 percent compared to last year but that
the internal political tension in Turkey does not
look set to have any affect on tourism in general.
He notes that barring any large crisis, tourism will
remain on its positive course in Turkey. 

"In order to achieve the goal of bringing in
$85 billion in 15 years, we need to raise the per
capita spending of tourists who visit Turkey from
$780 per person to around $2,000 per person,
which is why we need to turn our attention to
quality. The quality of hotels in Turkey is higher
than those in Spain and Greece. We need to turn
this into an opportunity," he notes. 

Ela Quality Resort Hotel opened during the
2007 summer season and managed to achieve an
80 percent occupancy rate in its first year. While
its prices have increased this year, it expects an
even higher occupancy rate of 90 percent. The
hotel, which hosted 17,000 guests last year and
saw a $22 million turnover, has goals for this
year of 30,000 guests and a $40 million turnover.
Another factor at work here is that both Russian
and Turkish tourists have learned to negotiate
the early reservations system better, which has
also worked to change the hotel's tourist profile.
While Turks in particular experienced problems
finding spaces last year, they account for 20
percent of this hotel's occupancy this year
through the early reservations system. While
Russians make up a full 50 percent of the other
guests for this coming season, the other 30
percent are made up of European tourists. 

Antalya courting wealthy
tourists to fill luxury villas
HÜSEYIN SÜMER ANTALYA
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