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The fourth Turkish Grand Prix, the fifth race 
of the 2008 FIA World Championship season, kicks off
today, and the Istanbul Park circuit, where the races

will be held through Sunday, is the most exciting of all
the modern Grand Prix tracks. Felipe Massa won the
last two consecutive seasons and will be aiming to

complete a three-peat this weekend. 
CONTINUED ON PAGE 09

Turkish GP: 
It's time to rumble

OKAN UDO BASSEY ÝSTANBUL

Two-time Ýstanbul 
winner Massa seeking 
a hat-trick this weekend

MAY 9-11, 2008                                                              WWW.TODAYSZAMAN.COM

A SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT BY FOR THE 2008 TURKISH GRAND PRIX

12 Tahincioðlu: Formula
One still has to reach
Turkish hearts 

Kimi Raikkonen
not thinking of
championship yet
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Tahincioðlu Jr.: I am aware

of my prývýleged posýtýon

From a tender age Jason Tahincioðlu has
spent more time behind the steering
wheel than in the car's back seat. In fact

most of the motor vehicles he got into didn't even
have a backseat. The 24-year-old son of Mümtaz
Tahincioðlu, current head of the Turkish
Motorsports Federation (TOSFED), drove his first
mini-kart at the age of 6. Only after he earned
eight Turkish champion titles did Tahincioðlu end
his kart-racing career. He has since then compet-
ed in Formula Three, British Formula Renault and
more recently in the GP2 series.

Born into a car racing family and fueled by
his early passion for motorsport, Tahincioðlu has
nevertheless made a point of pursuing his edu-
cation to university level. "I take both my studies
and motor racing very seriously, but it is difficult
to combine them," the automotive engineering
student at Britain's University of Bath says. In
early 2006 therefore, Tahincioðlu decided to sus-
pend his college education. "I did try to manage
both, but it was too hard because GP2 was very
demanding with lots of testing and practicing. I
didn't want to miss opportunities that might
never come back. The university and I came to
an agreement: They agreed to keep my records
and give me some time off."

Tahincioðlu debuted in the GP2 series in 2006
and is currently racing for the BCN Competition
in the GP2 Asia Series. But the young driver has
been rather unlucky so far and is a reluctant
stranger to the winner's podium. "Everybody
has got their ups and downs, and you need full
commitment to be successful," he explains.

Tahincioðlu says people rarely realize how dif-
ficult the sport and its environment are. "Motor
racing is both physically and emotionally stress-
ful," he observes. "It is not as simple as a driver in
a race car. It is very much a team thing with me-
chanical engineers, technical directors… Everyone
has got to be on a good day to win the race."

Tahincioðlu, who first experienced Formula
3 on his 15th birthday as a gift from his father,
admits that he enjoys a privileged position.
"Motor racing is so expensive that it might ex-
plain why people don't like watching it," he
says. "The sport I do I know a lot of people want
to do. That triggers jealousy, and that is why you
don't get liked sometimes."

Turkish motor racing is still in its infancy, he
adds. "A lot has been done to boost interest, but it
is still a reasonably new sport to the country."
Time, he says, will prove to be the key factor.
Tahincioðlu further notes that Turks need to sup-
port a team or a driver to get involved. "You have
got to keep people interested and informed by ad-
vertising motorsports through events, media cov-
erage and publicity. And of course, the process
would be much faster if we had more Turkish driv-
ers or engineers in international competitions."

Tahincioðlu hopes fervently that his luck will
soon change on the circuits where he competes.
"The sponsorship revenue I earn from my racing
is set in a way that it provides me with all the ex-
penses that I encounter throughout the season,"
he explains. "When it comes to personal in-
come, I am fortunate enough to come from a
family who is quite comfortable on its own liv-
ing, so everything I get is spent on all sorts of
motor racing. If I did earn some money, I would
probably spend it on motor racing, anyway."

As for this weekend's Turkish Grand Prix, which
Tahincioðlu will obviously attend, the young man
expressed a "feeling that Kimi Raikonnen will win."

Jason Tahincioðlu debuted in the GP2 series in 2006 and is currently racing for the BCN Competition in the
GP2 Asia Series. But the young driver has been rather unlucky so far and is a reluctant stranger to the winner's

podium. ‘Everybody has their ups and downs, and you need full commitment to be successful,’ he explains

ANNE ANDLAUER ÝSTANBUL
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Jason Tahincioðlu (R) and Luca Filippi

Jason Tahincioðlu
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‘Turkey has become a sportýng natýon’  
Turkey has played host to major competitions -- including Universiade 2005 in Ýzmir, Formula One, Moto GP, the 

Women’s Tennis Association Ýstanbul Cup and the Black Sea Games in Trabzon -- proving that it has the means at its 
disposal to act as a venue for international sporting competitions, be they European or world championships

Turkey has made leaps and bounds in
its efforts to become a sporting nation,
as is amply demonstrated by the events

successfully held here in the past five years. This
achievement has attracted the attention of inter-
national sporting circles and has stimulated the
authorities to arrange even more such occa-
sions. We have made great advances and have
realized much in terms of international events.
We have shown the whole world our nation’s
hospitality and Olympic spirit.

Turkey has played host to major competi-
tions -- including Universiade 2005 in Ýzmir,
Formula One, Moto GP, the Women’s Tennis
Association (WTA) Ýstanbul Cup and the Black
Sea Games in Trabzon -- proving that it has the
means at its disposal to act as a venue for inter-
national sporting competitions, be they
European or world championships. 

Our success in holding international sporting
events has increased our self-confidence as well
as attracting the world’s attention and apprecia-
tion. Through the experience gained as host to
myriad competitions in numerous branches of
athletics, we have reached the level required of
an Olympic host. The success with which these
events have taken place makes Turkey the
strongest candidate for the 2020 Olympic Games. 

Turkey is now known globally as a consequence
of its achievements in a variety of sports. The
International Swimming Federation (FINA) noted
this success and has decided to hold the FINA World
Short Course Swimming Championships in Ýstanbul
in 2012. As usual, Turkey will make an excellent host.

The great results obtained by the Turkish na-
tional team and Turkish clubs in European soccer
have made us eager to host international soccer
matches and competitions here. Accordingly, the fi-
nal game of the European Champions League was
played in Ýstanbul in 2005, while the UEFA Cup
Final will be played in the same city next year. We
also hope to be the venue for the 2016 European
Championship; I strongly believe we will make a

first-rate host in the event our bid is favored. 
Turkey it the location for two major long-dis-

tance events in the form of Runtalya, held in the
Mediterranean resort of Antalya, and its big brother,
the Eurasia Marathon, held in Ýstanbul every year.
Races like these make a great contribution to
Turkey’s tourism as well as aiding its international
promotion. Indeed, Antalya is fast becoming a world
city in terms of hosting international sporting events.

The city will be the site of a number of contests this
year in areas including athletics, martial arts and
dance. These will help both the city of Antalya and
Turkish sports. This country has proven that it is a
nation of tourism and sports. We have full confi-
dence in our capabilities and in our ongoing success
as a host of international sporting events. 

Sport has become a very popular field in the
world of the 21st century, more than that, it has

become an industry. With its youthful population,
rich cultural heritage and great natural beauty,
Turkey has taken its rightful place in this ever-ex-
panding sector. Grabbing the world’s attention
with its sporting successes and ability as a host to
international competitions, Turkey has become an
important player in the sports industry. 

Every sport should be considered a potential
tool for the promotion of Turkey and its culture in
the outside world. Sports should also be regarded as
an instrument for aiding rapprochement between
countries and maintaining lasting global peace. 

Formula One, which we will be hosting on
May 9-11 in Ýstanbul, will draw the eye of the
world toward Turkey. Since 2005 we have proven
that we have the ability and will necessary to or-
ganize this most prestigious of motorsport meets.
I believe that F1 will make a huge contribution to
Turkey’s bid to become a sporting nation. 

Ýstanbul Park has become an international race-
course and has developed a tradition of hosting the
most exciting race of the Formula One calendar.

With the Grand Prix, Ýstanbul has truly started
to take its share from world tourism. The Ýstanbul
Park racecourse, which is 5,378 meters long, has the
capacity to host 25,000 spectators in the main
stands, 50,000 in temporary stands and 50,000 in
natural stands. The facilities include a VIP lounge
able to host 5,000 distinguished guests and have
parking for 20,000 cars. Ýstanbul Park, already
known as one of the most important racecourses in
the world, will be hosting thrilling races this year as
well. I congratulate everyone involved in this emi-
nent event and wish the racers the best of success. 

*Murat Baþesgioðlu is the state minister for sports 

MURAT BAÞESGÝOÐLU*

Murat Baþesgioðlu
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It all starts with a dream...

Today’s doctors, lawyers, engineers, businesspeople, executives…
Weren’t we all kids at one point?

Bank Asya grew and developed to serve yesterday’s children.
It has financed thousands of projects by channeling your savings into production.

It has become a partner in its clients’ success stories. If you want one of these success stories to be your
own, come to Bank Asya, Turkey’s youngest bank operating under interest-free banking principles, and let

us introduce you to solutions customized to meet your company’s needs.
Make your dream of growing a reality, on your own terms.
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Felipe Massa will always remember
Turkey: On Aug. 26 the Brazilian
Ferrari driver returned to the scene of

his first Grand Prix victory in Ýstanbul and, one
year on, repeated the feat.

"It's amazing," said the Brazilian, whose
parents were present at the Ýstanbul Park cir-
cuit last year to see their son's triumph. "I
love the track, I love the place, and here is
where my career made a switch and I started
to win races and fight with the front runners.
It's a very special place for me and to have a
second consecutive win here, it's difficult to
find the right words," he added.

The Brazilian won his first Grand Prix
victory here in 2006 after gaining pole posi-
tion, and did exactly the same this year.
Massa beat teammate Kimi Raikkonen by
just over two seconds as the Ferrari pair du-
eled from the opening turn. Fernando
Alonso, formerly of McLaren, was third.

Massa won the Bahrain Grand Prix on

April 6 of this year, as the desert circuit once
again kick-started his Formula One champi-
onship challenge. The Brazilian had failed to
score a point in the first two races of the year,
an even worse performance than last season's
disappointing start, but the track again deliv-
ered the result he needed. Raikkonen was sec-
ond. Two weeks ago in the Spanish Grand Prix,
Ferrari put clear distance between it and its
Formula One rivals with the team's third win in
a row. World champion Raikkonen's second
win of the season, and Ferrari's second 1-2 fin-
ish, put the Italian team well clear of the rest in
both the drivers' and constructors' standings.

Even though Raikkonen finished only 3.228
seconds ahead of teammate Massa, he had no
need to force the pace. "If we had wanted to,
we could have gone a bit faster, but there is no
point to push it when you don't need to," he
told a news conference in Barcelona.

But on Sunday, Massa undoubtedly
will have to force the pace as he will be
seeking another victory at Ýstanbul Park
to complete a three-peat.

Two-time Ýstanbul champ
Massa seeks more glory

W W W. T O D AY S Z A M A N . C O M ,  M AY  9 - 1 1 ,  2 0 0 8  

Nico Rosberg is sure that Williams can return to form in the Turkish Grand Prix this
weekend, after blaming set-up issues for their poor form in Spain two weeks ago. The

team endured a troubled time in Barcelona two weeks ago, but Kazuki Nakajima did
provide some consolation with a seventh placed finish. Ýstanbul, Today's Sports

Rosberg expects to return to form

Felipe Massa has to force the pace on Sunday as he will be seeking
another victory at Ýstanbul Park to complete a hat-trick

OKAN UDO BASSEY ÝSTANBUL

Turkish Grand Prix winners 
2005 Kimi Raikkonen McLaren 
2006 Felipe Massa    Ferrari
2007 Felipe Massa    Ferrari
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Ferrari Formula One driver Felipe Massa kisses the trophy after winning the
Turkish F1 Grand Prix at Ýstanbul Park race track on Aug. 26, 2007.
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