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This scorecard was compiled as a service to VBSR 

members interested in seeing how their legislators 

voted on VBSR’s business agenda. For nearly 25 

years, VBSR has advocated for policy initiatives 

that recognize that what is good for people, the 

environment and our communities is also good for 

Vermont business. Economic growth and good jobs 

require that we build on Vermont’s unique strengths 

and support the development of our social, physical 

and natural infrastructure.

About VBSR’s Third Scorecard

About the scorecard

The scorecard identified the priority votes of the 2013-2014 

biennium. VBSR clearly identified our position on these 

issues through written handouts, legislative testimony and 

email alerts prior to, and throughout, the legislative session. 

We encourage readers to go beyond the scores and 

engage legislators regarding their votes.

A special note

Our thanks and fond thoughts go out to those legislators who 

passed away while in office. We did not score those legislators. 

This year, we acknowledge Sen. Sally Fox for her years of  

exceptional service to the state.
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ISSUE 1 

H.99 Equal Pay
VBSR was the only business 
group in the state to actively 
support this legislation, which 
updated and expanded the 
state’s existing Equal Pay law. 
This bill requires employers 
to consider requests from 
an employee for a flexible 
work schedule and prohibits 
discrimination against an 
employee for requesting such 
an arrangement. It also prohibits 
employers from punishing 
workers for inquiring about the 
wages of co-workers in order 
to determine if there is gender-
related wage bias. The House 
passed the bill in a vote of  
115-22 and the Senate approved 
in a vote of 29-1. Gov. Shumlin 
signed the bill into law at VBSR’s 
2013 Spring Conference at the 
University of Vermont. We 
scored the final vote in the House 
and the second reading in the 
Senate. A “yes” vote supported 
VBSR’s position.

ISSUE 2

H.270 Expanding  
Pre-K Services
Investing in early childhood 
education is a clear win for 
Vermont communities and our 
economy. The data is crystal 
clear—giving children the tools 
and opportunities they need to 
learn at a young age contributes 
to a stronger, smarter, and more 
productive workforce down the 
road. VBSR was proud to support 
this bill, which accelerated  
the timeline for expanding  
pre-kindergarten services across 
Vermont. The House passed the 

bill 95-43 in 2013 and the Senate 
voted 19-9 in 2014 to pass the 
legislation. We scored the final 
vote in the House and the final 
vote with amendment in the 
Senate. A “yes” vote supported 
VBSR’s position.

ISSUE 3

H.702 Net Metering
Solar power is popular in Vermont 
and this bill dramatically expands 
the state’s net metering program, 
which allows homeowners and 
businesses to zero out their 
electricity bill by generating their 
own power. This legislation lifted 
the cap from 4 to 15 percent 
of peak load, allowing more 
Vermonters to begin generating 
their own clean energy. The bill 
also charged the state’s Public 
Service Department with reviewing 
the program and charting a path 
for growth in the years to come. 
VBSR believes net metering 
makes sense for Vermont and 
encouraged the Legislature to lift 
the cap and allow more people 
to participate in the clean energy 
economy. The House voted 136-8 
in support of the bill and senators 
voted 28-0 to pass the legislation. 
We scored the second reading in 
the House and the final vote in the 
Senate. A “yes” vote supported 
VBSR’s position.

ISSUE 4

H.823 Designated  
Growth Centers
This update to the state’s Act 
250 law encourages growth in 
designated downtowns and limits 
strip development. Concentrating 
growth, including the development 
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of new affordable housing, in 
downtowns and limiting sprawl are 
important steps toward building 
and maintaining sustainable and 
vibrant communities. VBSR feels 
the final legislation balanced the 
concerns of environmentalists 
who did not want to see state 
protections watered down and 
developers eyeing new projects in 
Vermont communities. The House 
passed the bill in a vote of 92-44 
and the Senate also approved the 
legislation, but did not do a roll call. 
We scored the second reading in 
the House did not score a vote in 
the Senate due to lack of roll call. 
A “yes” vote supported VBSR’s 
position.

ISSUE 5

S.239 Toxic Substances
VBSR believes that people should 
not be exposed to harmful 
chemicals in consumer products. 
Vermont took the lead this year 
in expanding the market for safer 
and greener consumer products by 
passing this bill, which allows the 
state to regulate and even prohibit 
the use of certain chemicals in 
children’s products. This legislation 
went through a number of changes 
after the Senate passed it 17-11 
(including reducing the scope of 
the bill from all consumer products 
to just children’s products) and the 
House approved it in a vote of  
120-22. We scored the final vote in 
the House and the final March vote 
on the original bill in the Senate. 
A “yes” vote supported VBSR’s 
position.



ISSUE 6

H.112 GMO Labeling
Vermont became the first state in 
the country to pass a law requiring 
the labeling of all genetically 
engineered food sold in the 
state that did not have a trigger 
attached—a provision that would 
have delayed implementation 
until other New England states 
passed similar legislation. VBSR 
believes that consumers have 
a right to know what is in the 
food they purchase and our 
members are concerned that the 
co-mingling of GMOs in our food 
system threatens to undermine the 
Vermont brand. There were several 
different votes on this legislation 
during the biennium and VBSR 
is scoring the 2014 votes in the 
House and Senate after a provision 
setting up a legal defense fund 
was added to the proposal. The 
House passed it in a vote of 114-
30 and the Senate passed the bill 
28-2. We scored the final vote on 
the proposal of amendment in the 
House and the final vote in the 
Senate. A “yes” vote supported 
VBSR’s position.

ISSUE 7

H.552 Minimum Wage
Raising Vermont’s minimum wage, 
which has not kept pace with the 
cost of living, is long overdue. 
VBSR was the only business group 
to actively support this legislation, 
which boosts the state’s minimum 
wage in a series of steps until it 
hits $10.50 per hour in 2018. Our 
members believe that Vermont 
workers should be able to 
pay their bills and live without 
government assistance, and that 
increasing the wage of tens of 
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Our Scoring Process:

If a member did not serve both 
sessions, we only scored their 
votes for the session they served. 

If a member was absent for a  
vote, that vote was counted as  
a negative vote. 

SCORE CARD KEY

  Voted with VBSR

  Did not vote with VBSR

–   Absent, counted as an  
 unfavorable vote

“Not voting” indicates that the 
legislator was presiding over the 
chamber at the time of the vote 

“Not serving” means that the 
legislator was not yet elected 
or appointed to their current 
position3

Our members believe that Vermont workers should  
be able to pay their bills and live without government  
assistance and increasing the wage of tens of  
thousands of Vermonters helps achieve that vision.

VBSR Executive Director Andrea Cohen and Public Policy Manager Daniel Barlow are 
your lobbying team in the Vermont Statehouse.

thousands of Vermonters helps 
achieve that vision. For the House, 
we scored the stronger version 
of the bill, which would have 
raised the wage to $10.10 in 2015, 
and was approved 87-57. The 
bill changed as it went through 
the Senate and emerged as the 
version signed into law. We did  
not score a Senate vote on 
the bill. We scored the vote on 
the committee amendment in 
the House and the committee 
amendment in the Senate. A “yes” 
vote supported VBSR’s position.



Senate Votes Alphabetically

Member Party District

1. 
Equal 
Pay 

(H.99)

2. 
Pre-K 

Education
 (H.270)

3. 
Net 

Metering  
(H.702)

5.  
Toxic 

Substances 
(S.239)

6. 
GMO 

Labeling 
(H.112)

Percent

Ashe, Tim D/P Chittenden      100%

Ayer, Claire D Addison      100%

Baruth, Philip D Chittenden      100%

Benning, Joe R Caledonia      60%

Bray, Christopher D Addison - -    60%

Campbell, John D Windsor   Not voting   100%

Collins, Donald D Franklin  -  -  60%

Cummings, Ann D Washington      100%

Doyle, Bill R Washington      100%

Flory, Peg R Rutland      40%

French, Eldred D Rutland      100%

Galbraith, Peter D Windham      100%

Hartwell, Robert D Bennington      80%

Kitchel, Jane D Caledonia      60%

Lyons, Ginny D Chittenden      100%

MacDonald, Mark D Orange      100%

Mazza, Dick D
Chittenden- 
Grand  Isle      60%

McAllister, Norman R Franklin    -  40%

McCormack, Dick D Windsor      100%

Mullin, Kevin R Rutland      100%

Nitka, Alice D Windsor      80%

Pollina, Anthony P/D/W Washington      100%

Rodgers, John D Essex-Orleans      60%

Sears, Dick D Bennington      60%

Sirotkin, Michael D Chittenden Not serving     100%

Snelling, Diane R Chittenden      60%

Starr, Robert D Essex-Orleans      60%

Westman, Richard R Lamoille   -   60%

White, Jeanette D Windham      100%

Zuckerman, David P Chittenden      100%
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Senate Votes by Percentage
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Member Party District

1. 
Equal 
Pay 

(H.99)

2. 
Pre-K 

Education
 (H.270)

3. 
Net 

Metering  
(H.702)

5.  
Toxic 

Substances 
(S.239)

6. 
GMO 

Labeling 
(H.112)

Percent

Ashe, Tim D/P Chittenden      100%

Ayer, Claire D Addison      100%

Baruth, Philip D Chittenden      100%

Campbell, John D Windsor   Not voting   100%

Cummings, Ann D Washington      100%

Doyle, Bill R Washington      100%

French, Eldred D Rutland      100%

Galbraith, Peter D Windham      100%

Lyons, Ginny D Chittenden      100%

MacDonald, Mark D Orange      100%

McCormack, Dick D Windsor      100%

Mullin, Kevin R Rutland      100%

Pollina, Anthony P/D/W Washington      100%

Sirotkin, Michael D Chittenden Not serving     100%

White, Jeanette D Windham      100%

Zuckerman, David P Chittenden      100%

Hartwell, Robert D Bennington      80%

Nitka, Alice D Windsor      80%

Benning, Joe R Caledonia      60%

Bray, Christopher D Addison - -    60%

Collins, Donald D Franklin  -  -  60%

Kitchel, Jane D Caledonia      60%

Mazza, Dick D
Chittenden- 
Grand Isle      60%

Rodgers, John D Essex-Orleans      60%

Sears, Dick D Bennington      60%

Snelling, Diane R Chittenden      60%

Starr, Robert D Essex-Orleans      60%

Westman, Richard R Lamoille   -   60%

Flory, Peg R Rutland      40%

McAllister, Norman R Franklin    -  40%
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