
Creates a 
performance-
based state 
program to 
fund pre-
school for low 
and middle 
income 
children

Creates a 
commission 
to recom-
mend the 
"best use" of 
public lands 
transferred 
from the 
federal gov-
ernment to 
the state

Creates a 
state process 
for evaluat-
ing and 
designating 
public lands 
in Utah as 
protected 
"wilderness" 
areas

Requires 
a bar that 
has its own 
Breathalyzer 
to warn cus-
tomers that 
crash risk is 
significantly 
elevated at 
0.05 BAC

Increases 
transparency 
in a taxpayer-
backed 
program 
designed to 
increase ven-
ture capital 
investment in 
Utah, limits 
the amount of 
program $

Requires 
divorcing 
couples to 
take a divorce 
course in the 
early stages 
of the divorce 
process, 
rather than at 
the end

Subsidizes the 
construction 
of a new con-
vention hotel 
in Salt Lake 
and creates 
a fund to pay 
existing Salt 
Lake hotels for 
any financial 
harm they 
experience

Strengthens 
transparency 
and account-
ability by 
emphasizing 
government 
performance 
and regular-
izes reviews 
of agency 
budgets

Authorizes 
the Health 
Reform Task 
Force to con-
tinue studying 
Medicaid 
expansion and 
alternatives, 
such as chari-
tably provided 
health care

Ensures consid-
eration in the 
budget process 
of long-term 
revenue trends 
and treating 
above-trend 
revenue 
growth as 
temporary

Removes state 
instructional 
requirements 
from home 
school fami-
lies, creates a 
way for a child 
to move from 
home school 
to a public 
school

Strengthens 
government 
transparency 
by simplifying 
public in-
formation 
requests and 
making public 
information 
more useful 
and accessible 
to citizens

Creates 
a grant 
program to 
help increase 
the reach of 
charitably 
provided 
health care

Details 
parents' 
rights when 
it comes to 
their child's 
education 
in a public 
school

Strengthens 
local control 
of public 
education 
by moving 
budget 
control from 
public school 
districts to 
public schools 
themselves

Creates a 
pilot program 
to give grants 
to districts to 
fund "hybrid 
learning" 
–incorporat-
ing digital 
learning into 
a traditional 
school setting

Expands 
Medicaid up 
to 100% of 
the federal 
poverty line, 
allows gover-
nor to work 
with the feds 
on his Medic-
aid expansion 
plan

HB 96 HB 151 HB 160 HB 190 HB 243
(3SB) HB 323 HB 356

(1SB)
HB 357
(1SB)

HB 401
(2SB)

HJR 11
(1SB)

SB 39
(1SB) SB 70 SB 75 SB 122

(2SB) SB 157 SB 171 SB 251
(1SB)

Rank Sutherland’s position N Y Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y Y N

15 Adams, Stuart* R 80%

23 Bramble, Curtis R 69%

9 Christensen, Allen R 85%

29 Dabakis, Jim D 50%

26 Davis, Gene* D 59%

1 Dayton, Margaret R 100%

7 Harper, Wayne R 88%

3 Henderson, Deidre R 94%

9 Hillyard, Lyle* R 85%

19 Hinkins, David R 79%

5 Jenkins, Scott R 93%

28 Jones, Patricia* D 56%

21 Knudson, Peter* R 71%

1 Madsen, Mark R 100%

26 Mayne, Karen* D 59%

15 Niederhauser, Wayne* R 80%

24 Okerlund, Ralph* R 67%

15 Osmond, Aaron R 80%

3 Reid, Stuart R 94%

25 Robles, Luz* D 64%

21 Shiozawa, Brian R 71%

5 Stephenson, Howard R 93%

13 Stevenson, Jerry* R 81%

15 Thatcher, Daniel R 80%

20 Urquhart, Steve R 75%

7 Valentine, John* R 88%

11 Van Tassell, Kevin R 82%

13 Vickers, Evan R 81%

11 Weiler, Todd R 82%

After analyzing and tracking the 784 bills introduced during the 2014 general session, Sutherland Institute has selected 17 bills voted on in the Senate and 18 in the 
House. The bills were selected for their bearing on sound conservative public policy and were not necessarily priority bills for Sutherland.

2014 Sutherland Institute Legislative Scorecard

Senate Average Score: 79%
House Average Score: 75%
KEY: A green box indicates the legislator voted 
consistent with Sutherland’s position on the bill. 
A red box indicates the legislator voted contrary 
to Sutherland’s position. A gray box indicates the 
legislator did not vote on the bill – and the bill is 
not included in the voting percentage.

* indicates legislative leadership, who are more likely 
to miss votes due to leadership responsibilities

2014 UTAH SENATE SCORECARD



Provides a 
non-refund-
able income 
tax credit 
of $500 per 
child for 
home school 
families

Creates 
a perfor-
mance-
based state 
program 
to fund 
preschool 
for low and 
middle 
income 
children

Creates a 
commission 
to recom-
mend the 
"best use" of 
public lands 
transferred 
from the 
federal gov-
ernment to 
the state

Creates a 
state process 
for evaluat-
ing and 
designating 
public lands 
in Utah as 
protected 
"wilderness" 
areas

Requires 
a bar that 
has its own 
Breathalyzer 
to warn cus-
tomers that 
crash risk is 
significantly 
elevated at 
0.05 BAC

Creates a 
refundable 
state earned 
income tax 
credit for 
working 
Utah families 
equal to 5% 
of the fed-
eral earned 
income tax 
credit

Eliminates 
the current 
state school 
board 
nominating 
system and 
replaces it 
with non-
partisan 
elections

Eliminates 
the current 
state school 
board 
nominating 
system and 
replaces it 
with partisan 
elections

Increases 
transparency 
in a taxpayer-
backed 
program 
designed to 
increase ven-
ture capital 
investment in 
Utah, limits 
the amount of 
program $

Requires 
divorcing 
couples to 
take a di-
vorce course 
in the early 
stages of 
the divorce 
process, 
rather than 
at the end

Subsidizes the 
construction 
of a new con-
vention hotel 
in Salt Lake 
and creates 
a fund to pay 
existing Salt 
Lake hotels 
for any finan-
cial harm they 
experience

Strengthens 
transparency 
and account-
ability by 
emphasizing 
government 
performance 
and regular-
izes reviews 
of agency 
budgets

Authorizes 
the Health 
Reform Task 
Force to con-
tinue study-
ing Medicaid 
expansion 
and alterna-
tives, such 
as charitably 
provided 
health care

Ensures 
consideration 
in the budget 
process of 
long-term 
revenue 
trends and 
treating 
above-trend 
revenue 
growth as 
temporary

Removes 
state 
instructional 
requirements 
from home 
school fami-
lies, creates a 
way for a child 
to move from 
home school 
to a public 
school

Strengthens 
government 
transparency 
by simplify-
ing public 
information 
requests and 
making public 
information 
more useful 
and accessible 
to citizens

Creates 
a grant 
program to 
help increase 
the reach of 
charitably 
provided 
health care

Details 
parents' 
rights when 
it comes to 
their child's 
education 
in a public 
school

HB 77 HB 96 HB 151 HB 160 HB 190 HB 218 HB 223 HB 228
(1SB)

HB 243
(3SB) HB 323 HB 356

(1SB)
HB 357
(1SB)

HB 401
(2SB)

HJR 11
(1SB)

SB 39
(1SB) SB 70 SB 75 SB 122

(2SB)

Rank Sutherland’s position Y N Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

8 Anderegg, Jacob R 89%

16 Anderson, Jerry R 83%

38 Anderson, Johnny R 76%

65 Arent, Patrice D 56%

44 Barlow, Stewart R 72%

16 Barrus, Roger R 83%

56 Bird, Jim R 65%

65 Briscoe, Joel* D 56%

14 Brown, Melvin* R 87%

65 Chavez-Houck, Rebecca * D 56%

30 Christensen, LaVar R 81%

30 Christofferson, Kay R 81%

61 Cosgrove, Tim* D 59%

44 Cox, Jon R 72%

61 Cunningham, Rich R 59%

41 Dee, Brad* R 75%

33 Draxler, Jack R 78%

72 Duckworth, Susan D 50%

56 Dunnigan, James R 65%

50 Edwards, Rebecca R 71%

16 Eliason, Steve R 83%

72 Fisher, Janice D 50%

41 Froerer, Gage R 75%

25 Gibson, Francis R 82%

8 Greene, Brian R 89%

44 Greenwood, Richard R 72%

1 Grover, Keith R 94%

44 Hall, Craig R 72%

55 Handy, Stephen R 67%

64 Hemingway, Lynn D 57%

14 Hughes, Gregory* R 87%

50 Hutchings, Eric R 71%

Senate Average Score: 79%
House Average Score: 75%
KEY: A green box indicates the legislator voted 
consistent with Sutherland’s position on the bill. 
A red box indicates the legislator voted contrary 
to Sutherland’s position. A gray box indicates the 
legislator did not vote on the bill – and the bill is 
not included in the voting percentage.

* indicates legislative leadership, who are more likely 
to miss votes due to leadership responsibilities

2014 UTAH HOUSE SCORECARD, p. 1



Provides a 
non-refund-
able income 
tax credit 
of $500 per 
child for 
home school 
families

Creates 
a perfor-
mance-
based state 
program 
to fund 
preschool 
for low and 
middle 
income 
children

Creates a 
commission 
to recom-
mend the 
"best use" of 
public lands 
transferred 
from the 
federal gov-
ernment to 
the state

Creates a 
state process 
for evaluat-
ing and 
designating 
public lands 
in Utah as 
protected 
"wilderness" 
areas

Requires 
a bar that 
has its own 
Breathalyzer 
to warn cus-
tomers that 
crash risk is 
significantly 
elevated at 
0.05 BAC

Creates a 
refundable 
state earned 
income tax 
credit for 
working 
Utah families 
equal to 5% 
of the fed-
eral earned 
income tax 
credit

Eliminates 
the current 
state school 
board 
nominating 
system and 
replaces it 
with non-
partisan 
elections

Eliminates 
the current 
state school 
board 
nominating 
system and 
replaces it 
with partisan 
elections

Increases 
transparency 
in a taxpayer-
backed 
program 
designed to 
increase ven-
ture capital 
investment in 
Utah, limits 
the amount of 
program $

Requires 
divorcing 
couples to 
take a di-
vorce course 
in the early 
stages of 
the divorce 
process, 
rather than 
at the end

Subsidizes the 
construction 
of a new con-
vention hotel 
in Salt Lake 
and creates 
a fund to pay 
existing Salt 
Lake hotels 
for any finan-
cial harm they 
experience

Strengthens 
transparency 
and account-
ability by 
emphasizing 
government 
performance 
and regular-
izes reviews 
of agency 
budgets

Authorizes 
the Health 
Reform Task 
Force to con-
tinue study-
ing Medicaid 
expansion 
and alterna-
tives, such 
as charitably 
provided 
health care

Ensures 
consideration 
in the budget 
process of 
long-term 
revenue 
trends and 
treating 
above-trend 
revenue 
growth as 
temporary

Removes 
state 
instructional 
requirements 
from home 
school fami-
lies, creates a 
way for a child 
to move from 
home school 
to a public 
school

Strengthens 
government 
transparency 
by simplify-
ing public 
information 
requests and 
making public 
information 
more useful 
and accessible 
to citizens

Creates 
a grant 
program to 
help increase 
the reach of 
charitably 
provided 
health care

Details 
parents' 
rights when 
it comes to 
their child's 
education 
in a public 
school

HB 77 HB 96 HB 151 HB 160 HB 190 HB 218 HB 223 HB 228
(1SB)

HB 243
(3SB) HB 323 HB 356

(1SB)
HB 357
(1SB)

HB 401
(2SB)

HJR 11
(1SB)

SB 39
(1SB) SB 70 SB 75 SB 122

(2SB)

Rank Sutherland’s position Y N Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

50 Ipson, Don R 71%

13 Ivory, Ken R 88%

1 Kennedy, Michael R 94%

70 King, Brian D 53%

16 Knotwell, John R 83%

30 Last, Bradley R 81%

1 Layton, Dana R 94%

8 Lifferth, David R 89%

6 Lockhart, Rebecca * R 92%

25 Mathis, John R 82%

16 McCay, Daniel R 83%

60 McIff, Kay R 60%

25 McKell, Mike R 82%

38 Menlove, Ronda Rudd R 76%

65 Moss, Carol Spackman D 56%

44 Nelson, Merrill R 72%

33 Nielson, Jim R 78%

33 Noel, Michael R 78%

25 Oda, Curtis R 82%

41 Perry, Lee R 75%

16 Peterson, Jeremy R 83%

1 Peterson, Val R 94%

38 Pitcher, Dixon R 76%

65 Poulson, Marie D 56%

44 Powell, Kraig R 72%

58 Ray, Paul R 63%

16 Redd, Edward R 83%

8 Roberts, Marc R 89%

70 Romero, Angela D 53%

54 Sagers, Douglas R 69%

33 Sanpei, Dean* R 78%

61 Seelig, Jennifer* D 59%

Senate Average Score: 79%
House Average Score: 75%
KEY: A green box indicates the legislator voted 
consistent with Sutherland’s position on the bill. 
A red box indicates the legislator voted contrary 
to Sutherland’s position. A gray box indicates the 
legislator did not vote on the bill – and the bill is 
not included in the voting percentage.

* indicates legislative leadership, who are more likely 
to miss votes due to leadership responsibilities

2014 UTAH HOUSE SCORECARD, p. 2



Provides a 
non-refund-
able income 
tax credit 
of $500 per 
child for 
home school 
families

Creates 
a perfor-
mance-
based state 
program 
to fund 
preschool 
for low and 
middle 
income 
children

Creates a 
commission 
to recom-
mend the 
"best use" of 
public lands 
transferred 
from the 
federal gov-
ernment to 
the state

Creates a 
state process 
for evaluat-
ing and 
designating 
public lands 
in Utah as 
protected 
"wilderness" 
areas

Requires 
a bar that 
has its own 
Breathalyzer 
to warn cus-
tomers that 
crash risk is 
significantly 
elevated at 
0.05 BAC

Creates a 
refundable 
state earned 
income tax 
credit for 
working 
Utah families 
equal to 5% 
of the fed-
eral earned 
income tax 
credit

Eliminates 
the current 
state school 
board 
nominating 
system and 
replaces it 
with non-
partisan 
elections

Eliminates 
the current 
state school 
board 
nominating 
system and 
replaces it 
with partisan 
elections

Increases 
transparency 
in a taxpayer-
backed 
program 
designed to 
increase ven-
ture capital 
investment in 
Utah, limits 
the amount of 
program $

Requires 
divorcing 
couples to 
take a di-
vorce course 
in the early 
stages of 
the divorce 
process, 
rather than 
at the end

Subsidizes the 
construction 
of a new con-
vention hotel 
in Salt Lake 
and creates 
a fund to pay 
existing Salt 
Lake hotels 
for any finan-
cial harm they 
experience

Strengthens 
transparency 
and account-
ability by 
emphasizing 
government 
performance 
and regular-
izes reviews 
of agency 
budgets

Authorizes 
the Health 
Reform Task 
Force to con-
tinue study-
ing Medicaid 
expansion 
and alterna-
tives, such 
as charitably 
provided 
health care

Ensures 
consideration 
in the budget 
process of 
long-term 
revenue 
trends and 
treating 
above-trend 
revenue 
growth as 
temporary

Removes 
state 
instructional 
requirements 
from home 
school fami-
lies, creates a 
way for a child 
to move from 
home school 
to a public 
school

Strengthens 
government 
transparency 
by simplify-
ing public 
information 
requests and 
making public 
information 
more useful 
and accessible 
to citizens

Creates 
a grant 
program to 
help increase 
the reach of 
charitably 
provided 
health care

Details 
parents' 
rights when 
it comes to 
their child's 
education 
in a public 
school

HB 77 HB 96 HB 151 HB 160 HB 190 HB 218 HB 223 HB 228
(1SB)

HB 243
(3SB) HB 323 HB 356

(1SB)
HB 357
(1SB)

HB 401
(2SB)

HJR 11
(1SB)

SB 39
(1SB) SB 70 SB 75 SB 122

(2SB)

Rank Sutherland’s position Y N Y Y Y Y N Y Y Y N Y Y Y Y Y Y Y

50 Snow, Lowry R 71%

33 Spendlove, Robert R 78%

6 Stanard, Jon R 92%

16 Stratton, Keven R 83%

16 Tanner, Earl R 83%

8 Webb, Curt R 89%

59 Westwood, John R 61%

72 Wheatley, Mark D 50%

1 Wilcox, Ryan R 94%

75 Wiley, Larry D 44%

25 Wilson, Brad* R 82%

Senate Average Score: 79%
House Average Score: 75%
KEY: A green box indicates the legislator voted 
consistent with Sutherland’s position on the bill. 
A red box indicates the legislator voted contrary 
to Sutherland’s position. A gray box indicates the 
legislator did not vote on the bill – and the bill is 
not included in the voting percentage.

* indicates legislative leadership, who are more likely 
to miss votes due to leadership responsibilities

2014 UTAH HOUSE SCORECARD, p. 3

Adams, Stuart 90%

Bramble, Curtis 85%

Christensen, Allen 84%

Dabakis, Jim 46%

Davis, Gene 50%

Dayton, Margaret 98%

Harper, Wayne 86%

Henderson, Deidre 94%

Hillyard, Lyle 78%

Hinkins, David 86%

Jenkins, Scott 97%

Jones, Patricia 56%

Knudson, Peter 79%

Madsen, Mark 100%

Mayne, Karen 54%

Anderegg, Jacob 82%

Anderson, Jerry 73%

Anderson, Johnny 60%

Arent, Patrice 35%

Barlow, Stewart 76%

Barrus, Roger 83%

Bird, Jim 56%

Briscoe, Joel 39%

Brown, Melvin 86%

Chavez-Houck, Rebecca 38%

Christensen, LaVar 84%

Christofferson, Kay 77%

Cosgrove, Tim 39%

Cox, Jon 72%

Cunningham, Rich 53%

Dee, Brad 73%

Draxler, Jack 68%

Duckworth, Susan 42%

Dunnigan, James 64%

Edwards, Rebecca 65%

Eliason, Steve 80%

Fisher, Janice 36%

Froerer, Gage 77%

Gibson, Francis 73%

Greene, Brian 82%

Greenwood, Richard 72%

Grover, Keith 98%

Hall, Craig 58%

Handy, Stephen 65%

Hemingway, Lynn 34%

Hughes, Gregory 87%

Hutchings, Eric 71%

Ipson, Don 80%

Ivory, Ken 89%

Kennedy, Michael 91%

King, Brian 36%

Knotwell, John 78%

Last, Bradley 77%

Layton, Dana 84%

Lifferth, David 84%

Lockhart, Rebecca 92%

Mathis, John 82%

McCay, Daniel 83%

McIff, Kay 73%

McKell, Mike 75%

Menlove, Ronda Rudd 72%

Moss, Carol Spackman 43%

Nelson, Merrill 64%

Nielson, Jim 76%

Noel, Michael 84%

Oda, Curtis 89%

Perry, Lee 68%

Peterson, Jeremy 85%

Peterson, Val 89%

Pitcher, Dixon 76%

Poulson, Marie 40%

Powell, Kraig 61%

Ray, Paul 58%

Redd, Edward 61%

Roberts, Marc 84%

Romero, Angela 32%

Sagers, Douglas 74%

Sanpei, Dean 83%

Seelig, Jennifer 33%

Snow, Lowry 74%

Spendlove, Robert 78%

Stanard, Jon 82%

Stratton, Keven 82%

Tanner, Earl 81%

Webb, Curt 80%

Westwood, John 61%

Wheatley, Mark 29%

Wilcox, Ryan 93%

Wiley, Larry 33%

Wilson, Brad 77%

Lifetime Legislator Scores (2012-2014)
Senate (1-3 years scored depending on years served) House (1-3 years scored depending on years served)

Niederhauser, Wayne 90%

Okerlund, Ralph 79%

Osmond, Aaron 86%

Reid, Stuart 91%

Robles, Luz 50%

Shiozawa, Brian 65%

Stephenson, Howard 98%

Stevenson, Jerry 87%

Thatcher, Daniel 83%

Urquhart, Steve 80%

Valentine, John 91%

Van Tassell, Kevin 83%

Vickers, Evan 83%

Weiler, Todd 86%


