
Our great stories need
a place in the classroom

Brian
Johns

A
s a child Iwasnotgiven

‘‘children’s’’ books.Dur-

ingourweeklyvisit to

the localSchool ofArts

Library inCairns,mymother

steeredme to the ‘‘serious’’ adult

section. Itwasn’t until later that I

discovered the delight and joy of

gems likeMemFox’sWilfridGor-

donMcDonald Partridge, Pamela

Allen’sWhoSank the Boat and

LibbyGleeson’sAmy&Louis.

Thesebooks resonatewithour

children (andus) because theyare

surprising, engaging readswritten

by superb storytellers andbrought

to life by talented illustrators.

These books andmanymore

have been given a new lease of life

through the ambitious newweb-

site, ReadingAustralia, whichwas

startedwhen it became obvious to

me and others thatAustralia’s

great bookswere barely getting a

look-in at schools. Somehowour

books had dropped off the reading

lists ofmost teachers.

I couldn’t fathom that a child

could go through school without

walking hand-in-handwith our lit-

erary treasures. After all, if a love

of literature hasn’t started at

homewith the bedside story, then

the classroom is surely the next

touch point.

That’s not to say schools aren’t

doing a great job, but our

homegrown stories reflect our nat-

ural surroundings, andwhat

makes uswhowe are.

So a fewheads got together to

find outwhatwasmissing. As it

turns out,many bookswere out of

print, butmore urgent than that

was the availability of resources

for teachers.

To solve the problem, the not-

for-profitsCopyrightAgency, the

AustralianSociety ofAuthors and

themajorEnglish and literacy edu-

cator associations have all worked

hard to create resources for teach-

ers to bringAustralian stories

back into the classroom.

As teachers are preparing to re-

turn to school, they cannowsource

62 curriculum-linked resources for

books, plays andpoems for kinder-

garten to year 12 atReadingAustra-

lia. Essays responding to theworks

fromwriters suchasGermaine

Greer,MalcolmKnoxandGeordie

Williamsonbringdeeperperspec-

tives to the texts for youngadults.

Some of the books teachers and

students are rediscovering include

newclassics, such asOscar-winner

ShaunTan’sTheArrival and Jean-

nieBaker’sMirror, aswell as old

favourites such asMiles Franklin’s

MyBrilliant Career andRuthPark’s

PlayingBeatie Bow.

The president of theAustralian

LiteracyEducatorsAssociation,

RobynEwing, reviewed all of the

junior primary resources andpra-

ises the fact they arewritten by

teachers fromacrossAustralia.

This geographic spread recognises

the knowledge and insight teach-

ers have aboutwhatwill switch

children on to reading. She says:

‘‘Quality literature can and should

be a centrepiece fromwhich teach-

ers can build students’ reading,

writing and language skills’’.
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Our homegrown
stories reflect what
makes us whowe are.
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