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SUNUS

Uluslararasi iligkiler konusunda ¢ok hizli gelismelerin yasandigi gunumuaz dunyasinda
Afrika Ulkeleri, bir taraftan kendi aralarinda gerceklestirdikleri batinlesme hareketlerinin
daha etkin olmasi igin gayret gosterirlerken, diger taraftan kitalararasi etkilesim iginde
de s6z sahibi olmalarinin dnemini 1srarla belirtiyorlar. Zaten son yillarda ¢ok boyutlu
karsilikl iligkiler igin atilan adimlarin temelinde bu gelismeleri yakindan gérmek
mumkuanddr.

icine kapali toplumlar ve Ulkeler, 20. yiizyila ait bir olgu olarak tarihin sayfalarindaki
yerini aldi. iginde bulundugumuz 21. ylizyil, sadece (lkeler arasindaki iligkilerin degil,
ayni zamanda kitalararasi etkilesimin de sinir tanimayan bir boyuta ulastigi bir ddnemdir.
iste bdylesine énemli bir dénemde, gegen son iki asrin bir takim olumsuz sartlari altinda
kendi i¢ dinamikleri yok edilen Afrika, kendi guctnun yeniden farkina varilmasindan
memnunluk duymaktadir. Gegmiste kitanin aleyhine yasanan sirecin tekrar etmemesi
icin bUyuk bir 6zveri ile galisan Afrika Ulkelerinin diplomatik temsilcileri, dinyanin farkh
bolgelerindeki meslektaglariyla ayni tecribelere sahip yeni nesillerini de yetigtirerek ve
bu surecte faal olmak istemektedirler.

Afrika Glkeleri, bazi hayati konularda gelismis Ulkelerin dogrudan etkilesiminde kalmamak
icin 21. yuzyili iyi degerlendirme hesaplari yapmaktadirlar. Bunun igin de ilk yapiimasi
gerekenin kitanin egitim konusundaki agmazlarinin bir an evvel ¢ézime kavusturulmasidir.
Bu anlamda herkese esit egitim hakki verilerek ve bunun altyapisi olusturularak gelecek
icin Ustun zekaya sahip genclerin kitanin her tarafindan ortaya ¢ikarilmasi ve bunlarin
kitanin gelecedi igin 6zel olarak yetistiriimeleri gerekmektedir.

Egitim alaninda disaridan gelen yardimlar gegici olmaktadir. Kalici olan, kitanin kendi
dinamikleriyle yaratilan imké&n ve olanaklardir. Bu anlamda, hem kitadaki mevcut
universitelerde egitimlerini tamamlayan genclerin, hem de diger kitalarda egitimlerini
tamamlayan Afrikali gen¢ kugaklarin bilgi ve becerilerini kitanin gelecegi icin daha etkin
hale getirmeleri gerekmektedir. Sadece bilgiye ihtiya¢c duyan toplumlar olmaktan ¢ikip
bizzat bilgiyi Greten bir yapiya kavusmanin planlari simdiden yapilmalidir.

Ekonomik buyumelerinde yakaladiklar yliksek seviyeyi surdirme arzusunda olan stper
gucler, tarihte oldugu gibi ginimuzde ve hatta gelecekte de, Afrika kitasini kendileri
icin vazgecilmez bir ucuz hammadde deposu olarak gormektedirler. Oysaki 21. yuzyili
iyi de@erlendirerek sahip olunan hammadde kaynaklarinin yerinde iglenip Uretime
donusturtlmesi ve uluslararasi piyasalarda gercek kiymeti Gzerinden iglem gormesi
kitanin gelecegini rahatlatacaktir. Bu anlamda, hem kita tlkeleri arasinda hem de kita
disindan kurumlarla igbirligi yapan, ekonomi ve kalkinma adi altinda faaliyet gosteren
entegrasyon hareketlerine buyuk gorev dusmektedir.

Sosyo-kulturel alanda henlz insani degerlere bagliligin fazla bozulmadidi Afrika
ulkelerindeki sosyal yapinin guclendirilmesi gelecek igin 6nemli bir kazang olacaktir.
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Bugun kendine ait dederlerinden kopan dunya toplumlarinin igine dastigu bunalimlar
herkesi ciddi manada endiseye sevk etmektedir. Afrika toplumlarinin da ayni slreci
yasamamalari icin, bir taraftan kita halklarinin 6z degerleri muhafaza edilirken, diger
taraftan degisen dinya dizenlerini de yakindan takip edip onlarin olumlu yonlerinden
istifade etme olanaklari aranmalidir. Disaridan elde edilen bazi kazanimlar kitanin
gelisimi icin degerlendirilirken, sahip olunan 6z degerlerin de ayni sekilde diger toplumlara
yararl olacagi dusunulerek, bunlarin geregdi gibi tanitilmasina gayret edilmelidir.

Turkiye Cumhuriyeti, 21. ylzyilda dunyanin bir huzur ve baris ortami olmasi igin siyaset,
ekonomi, uluslararasi iliskiler, egitim, sanat, spor ve daha pek ¢ok alanda daha fazla
isbirligi ve ortak proje uretilmesinin gerektigini dustintyor ve buna gore hareket ediyor.
Bu acgidan da, en buyuk agilimlardan birisinin, karsilikli ve esit sartlarda igbirligine agik
Afrika Ulkeleriyle olacagi konusunda stuphe bulunmamaktadir. Yeter ki, gelecege yonelik
vizyon gelistirecek musterek gcalismalara derhal baglanabilsin ve bunlarin neticesinde
olusacak ortak kanaatler, zamani geldiginde geciktiriimeden ve cesurca uygulamaya
konulabilsin.

ilki 4 Nisan 2007'de Ankara'da icra edilen “Kiresel ve Bdlgesel Sorunlarin Afrika
Ulkelerine ve Turkiye'ye Yansimalari” konulu galistay ve ikincisi 31 Mayis 2007'de icra
edilen “Afrika Ulkeleri ve Tiirkiye Arasindaki Diplomatik iliskiler” baslikl calistay
“Afrika Ulkeleri - Tiirkiye Diplomatik Temsilcileri ile Stratejik Ortak Vizyon Gelistirme
Projesi” kapsaminda bodylesine ciddi ve istikrarli bir gelecek icin Turkasya Stratejik
Arastirmalar Merkezi tarafindan planlanmistir. Bu proje, Afrika kitasinin Glkemizdeki
diplomatik misyonuna, bu kitada pek ¢ok alanda yatirim yapan isadamlarimiza ve sivil
toplum kuruluslarina yonelik olarak planlanmigtir. Kitalararasi meydana gelen gelismeleri
yakindan takip etme, elde ettigimiz bilgileri dosdogru analiz etme, musterek bir gelecek
icin tutarli ve uygulanabilir vizyon gelistirme, meydana gelebilecek aksakliklari ise en
kolay sekilde ortadan kaldirma ve karsilikli menfaatleri temin edecek firsatlari en iyi
sekilde degerlendirmeye yonelik “Afrika Ulkeleri - Tiirkiye Diplomatik Temsilcileri
ile Stratejik Ortak Vizyon Gelistirme Projesi”’nin bundan sonraki asamalarinin da
faydali olacagini ve Turkiye ile Afrika Ulkeleri iligkilerinin gelismesine ciddi katkida
bulunacagini umuyoruz.

Suleyman SENSOY
TASAM Baskani
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AfRiKA iiL!(E!.E_Ri ve TURKIYE ARASINDAKI
DIPLOMATIK ILISKILER

Buyiikelgi Dog. Dr. Ali Engin OBA

Sayin Baskan, Sayin Buyukelciler, Degerli Misafirler,

Tarkiye Cumhuriyeti HikUmetleri programlarinda, Afrika’yla iligkilerin gelistiriimesine
onem veren maddelere yer vermiglerdir. Bu hususta yaptigim bir arastirma gergevesinde,
Tlark HUkUimetlerinin 18-24 Nisan 1955'de yapilan Bandung Konferansi'ndan sonra
programlarinda, Afrika'ya atifta bulunmay! unutmadiklarini ve 6zellikle somurgelikten
kurtulma (decolonisation) dénemine rastgelen Birinci inénii Hikkimeti (20.11.1961-
26.6.1962) Programi'nda, Turkiye'nin Afrika'nin sémurgelikten kurtulmasini ve birgok
ulkenin bagimsizliga kavusarak Birlesmis Milletler Orglitii'ne katilmasini memnuniyetle
kargiladigini belirten maddeler dikkat cekmektedir. Programda ayrica, bu ulkelerin
refaha ve mutluluga kavusmalari da temenni edilmektedir.

Turk diplomasisi, Afrika'yl daima yakindan takip etmeye calismis ve Turk Dis Politikasi'nin
oncelikleri ¢cercevesinde, bu kita ile iligkilerini gelistirmeye gayret etmistir. Turkiye'nin
essiz konumu, uluslararasi arenadaki bircok Ulkeden daha fazla cesitli sorunlarla
ugrasmasina yol agmigtir. Turkiye'nin bir imparatorluk varisi olusu, zengin devlet gelenegi,
Afrika gibi buyUk bir kita ile ilgilenmesini gerektiren bir husus olarak hep degerlendirilmistir.
Bu devlet gelenegi 1s1ginda, Osmanli Afrika'sinin getirdigi tecribe, Turkiye'nin bu kitayla
iliskilerinin gelistiriimesine katkida bulunmus, Afrika'yl daha iyi tanimak, sorunlarinin
¢o6zumune yardimcl olmak ve bolgesel bir gug olarak, bu kitada daha goérulur hale
gelmek fikri, Turk Dis Politikasi karar vericileri nezdinde destek bulmustur. Turkiye,
Afrika ulkelerinin, dig politikasinin yurutilmesinde nazari dikkate alinmasi gereken bir
husus oldugunun da bilinci igindedir. Nitekim Ankara, irili ufakli 53 Afrika Ulkesinin
Birlesmis Milletlerdeki oylama sirasinda kendi milli gikarlari bakimindan 6nem arzettigini
bilmektedir. Bu Ulkelerle iligkilerin gelistiriimesi amaciyla yapilan gesitli girisimler, yakin
zamana kadar Afrika'nin birgok yerinde hukim suren i¢ savas, karisikliklar ve diger
istikrarsizliklar nedeniyle bir turlt gergeklesememistir. Bu durum ve Turkiye'nin dig
politika dnceliklerinin baskisi da, Afrika'ya gerekli ilginin gosterilmesini engellemis, Turk-
Afrika iligkileri kendi haline birakilmistir.

Tark-Afrika iligkileri son dénemde, 1998'den itibaren ciddi bir dondsim yasamis ve
Afrika'ya Acilim Programi, Sayin Ismail Cem'in Disisleri Bakanli§i sirasinda, Miistesar
Blyukelci Korkmaz Haktanir'in destegi ve Afrika Koordinatért olan Blyukelgi Numan
Hazar'in gayretleri ile yeni bir doneme girmigtir.

Haziran 1998'de Ankara'da yapilan tarihi Afrika mukim T. C. BUyukelgileri Toplantisi,
Afrika'ya yonelik politikalarimizin tespitinde diger dnemli bir merhaleyi olusturmustur.
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Turkiye Cumhuriyeti Disisleri Bakanligi, Afrika'yl daha yakindan tanimak igin
Uiniversitelerimizin birinde bir Afrika incelemeleri Merkezi'nin kurulmasini saglamak icin
de girisimde bulunmus, bu amacla bir yonerge taslagi Bakanlik tarafindan hazirlanmistir.
Ancak, bu Merkez bitin cabalarimiza ragmen faaliyete gecirilememistir.

Tuarkiye-Afrika iligkileri bir middet sonra, maalesef, eskiden oldugu gibi atil bir ddneme
girmig, Turkiye'nin dis politika dncelikleri etkisinde yeniden ihmale ugramis ve bu durum,
2003 AK Parti iktidarina kadar devam etmistir.

Yeni Hikimet ve basta Sayin Disisleri Bakani Abdullah Gul, Afrika'ya 6zel bir 6nem
verilecegini bana bizzat Kinsasa'ya (Kongo Demokratik Cunhuriyeti) atanmam Uzerine
ve Turkiye'den ayrilmadan once kendisine yaptigim veda ziyareti sirasinda bildirmis,
akredite oldugum Kongo Demokratik Cumhuriyeti, Kongo Cumhuriyeti, Orta Afrika
Cumhuriyeti, Angola, Gabon ve Burundi Disisleri Bakanlarini kendisi adina Glkemize
davet etmemi istemisg, bu Ulkelerle iligkilerin gelistiriimesi amaciyla maddi ve manevi
destegi vermeye hazir oldugunu soylemisgtir.

Sayin Basbakan da yeni atanan Buyukelgileri kabul ederken, Afrika’yla olan iligkilerin
geligtiriimesinin 6nemi Uzerinde durmustur.

AK Parti Hikumeti, Afrika’yla olan iligkilerin daha da ileriye goturulmesi amaciyla 2005
yilini “Afrika Yil” ilan etmis ve bu baglamda Sayin Bagbakan, Mart 2005 basinda
Etiyopya ve Glney Afrika'y: ziyaret ederken, 27-29 Mart 2006 tarihleri arasinda icra
edilen 18. Arap Ligi Zirvesi sonrasi Sudan'i ziyaret etmistir. Sayin Bagbakan ayrica,
Afrika Birligi'nin 8. Olagan Zirvesi'nin Agilis Oturumuna Afrika Birligi Komisyonu Bagkani
Sayin Konare'nin davetlisi olarak katilmig ve tarihi nitelikte bir konusma yapmistir.

Sayin Bagbakan Erdogan, 2 Mart 2005’de Etiyopya Baris ve Kalkinma Enstitisiu'nde
yaptigi konusmada Turk Dig Politikasi hakkinda bilgi verip, 2009-2010 dénemi Guvenlik
Konseyi adayligimiza destek talep ettikten sonra, Turkiye'nin Afrika'ya bakisi Uzerinde
durmus, Turkiye'nin cografi ve hissi bakimdan kendisini Afrika'dan uzak hissetmedigini
bildirmig, Afrika halkinin tarihi boyunca zorluk ¢ektigini, simdi bir aslan gibi ayaga
kalktigini vurgulamis, Turkiye'nin Afrika'y1 seref ve gug sozcukleri ile tanimladigini
kaydetmistir.

Sayin Bagbakan, Afrika Birligi Zirvesi'nde 29 Ocak 2007'de yaptigi konusmada ise,
Afrika Birligi'nin 6nemi Gzerinde durmus, Afrika'ya bakigimizi, bu kitanin énemini ve
Turk- Afrika iligkilerini ele almistir. Bu baglamda Sayin Bagbakan, Turkiye'nin Afrika
Birligi'nin ve Afrika uluslarinin barig, demokrasi, kalkinma ve refah g¢abalarina destek
olmay! arzuladigini, Turkiye'nin Afrika halklarinin “bir dostu olarak, bodlgesel igbirligi,
barig ve surdurulebilir kalkinma yolunda birlikte galismak” istedigini, bunun igin Turkiye'nin
acliktan issizlige, salgin hastaliklardan etnik ¢atigsmalara kadar her ciddi sorunla
mucadelesinde Afrika'ya destek vermeye kararl oldugunu agiklamistir. Sayin Bagbakan
ayrica konusmasinda, Darfur ve Somali sorunlarina da atifta bulunmus ve Turkiye'nin
Afrika'ya agiliminin 6nimuzdeki yillarda da devam edecegini bildirmistir.
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Disisleri Bakani Sayin Abdullah Gul de Birlesmis Milletler Genel Kurulu'nda 22 Eylul
2006'da yaptig konusmada, Afrika'ya da 6nemli bir yer vermistir. Sayin Bakan'in ifadeleri
Turk Dig Politikasi'nin Afrika'ya bakisini agik bir sekilde ortaya koymaktadir. Bu
konusmasinda Sayin Gul ezcumle, “Afrika’'nin kaderi bizim ortak kaderimizdir, kitanin
zor sorunlari karsisinda ilgisiz kalamayiz, Afrika'yl ylzustu birakamayiz” demistir.

Afrika ile ilgili olarak yukaridaki gelismeler, Turkiye'nin Afrika’yla iligkilerini bundan boyle
ihmal etmek niyetinde olmadigini gostermektedir. Turk Disisleri Bakanhgi bunyesinde
Afrika'da gorev yapmis Buyukelcilerin ve Diplomatlarin olusturdugu “Afrika lobisi” bu
kita ile olan iligkilerin daha da ileriye goétirilmesi yoninde ¢aba sarfetmektedir.

Tirkiye ayrica, kalkinma yardimlari konusunda TiKA araciliiyla Afrika'daki etkinligini
daha da somut hale getirmistir. Onemli miktarlara ulagan TUrkiye'nin kalkinma yardimlari,
Addis Ababa, Hartum ve Dakar'daki TIKA ajanslari, Tirk Dis Politikasi'nin Afrika'daki
etkinliginin temel bir araci haline gelmistir.

Tarkiye, Afrika kitasiyla iligkilerini onUmuzdeki donemde daha da ileriye gotirmek, bu
amacla Afrika'daki temsilini daha da belirginlestirmek, yeni mukim Blyukelcilikler agarak
bu kitadaki gorunurligunu pekistirmek istemektedir. Turkiye ayrica, Ankara'da da Afrika
ulkelerinin Buyukelgiliklerinin sayisinin artmasini arzulamaktadir. Mukim
Blyukelgiliklerimizin bulundugu Ulkelerin de Ankara'da sefaret agmalari saglanmalidir.
Bu cercevede, Kinsasa'da gérevdeyken, Ankara'da bir Kongo Demokratik Cumhuriyeti
Buyukelgiliginin agilmasi icin gerekli girisimlerde bulundum. Ayni zamanda mukim
Buyukelgiligimizin bulundugu Kenya'nin da Ankara’da mukim bir Blyukelgilik agmasi
gerceklestiriimelidir.

Degerli dinleyiciler, Afrika’yla iligkilerimizi gelistirmenin 6nemli bir boyutu da, Turkiye'de
Afrika'yl iyi tanimamizi saglayacak bilimsel kurumlarin sayilarinin arttirilmasidir. Bu
baglamda, TASAM'In duzenledigi Uluslararas: Turk-Afrika Kongreleri'nin dnemini
belirtmek istiyorum. Ayni sekilde, Universitelerimizin de bu kita Ulkelerine, dillerine,
kultarlerine ilgi gostermelerinin zamani gelmigtir. Turk-Afrika iligkileri sadece Digigleri
Bakanligi'nin tekelinde olmayip, Turk toplumunun her kesiminin ilgi gostermesini
beklemektedir.

ilginiz icin tesekkiir ederim.
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Blyukel¢ci Numan HAZAR
Milli Savunma Bakani Dig Politika Danigmani
Eski Buyiikelgi/ Nijerya, Avrupa Konseyi ve UNESCO Daimi Temsilcisi

l. Giris

Sunumumu genel olarak dort bélimde yapmay arzuluyorum. Birinci bolim, tarihsel
arka plana odaklanacak. Cunku Turkiye ile Afrika arasindaki diplomatik iliskileri
inceledigimizde, 6ncelikle Turkiye'nin tim Afrika kitasiyla olan iligkilerinin tarihsel agidan
arka planini bilmemiz gerekmektedir. ikinci b6liim, genel olarak Tirkiye'ye yonelik
Afrika'daki mevcut duygulari icerecektir. Uglincli bélimde, Turkiye ile Afrika Ulkeleri
arasindaki diplomatik iligkilerin durumunu ele alacagim. Doérdincu ve son bdlimde ise
diplomatik iligkilerin gelecegdini inceleyecegim.

Il. Tarihsel Arka Plan

Turkiye'nin Afrika'yla olan iligkilerinde tarihsel arka plani géz 6ninde bulundurdugumuzda
Osmanli imparatorlugu'nun Afrika kitasinda da yer aldigini gorebiliriz. Ancak su hakikati
de daima aklimizda tutmamiz gerekir ki; Osmanli imparatorlugu sémiirgeci bir imparatorluk
degildi. Osmanli imparatorlugu’nda tipki Roma imparatorlugu’nda oldugu gibi barisa
dayali bir sistem bulunmaktaydi. Bu sistemin adi Osmanh Barisi idi. Clnkl s6z konusu
dénemde sémiirgecilik anlayisi heniiz mevcut degildi. Osmanli imparatorlugu'nun sahip
oldugu sistem oldukga farkli temellere dayaniyordu. Dolayisiyla o ddnemde Osmanli
imparatorlugu'nun farkl bir rolii bulunmaktaydi.

Osmanli imparatorlugu'nun 6zellikle Kuzey Afrika'daki rolii, Cezayir, Tunus ve Libya'dan
baslayarak bu (lkelerin, ispanyol sémiirgeciliginden korunmasina yénelikti. Ote yandan
Dogu Afrika'daki rolu ise s6z konusu bolgenin, Portekiz'in somurgecilige dayal nifuzundan
korunmasi temeline dayaniyordu.

Osmanli imparatorlugu, gerek Kuzey Afrika'da gerekse Dogu Afrika'da daima kurtarici
olarak gorilmistir ki; bu nedenlerden 6tiirii Osmanl imparatorlugu'nun Afrika'da gok
daha farkl algilandigina atifta bulunmak istiyorum. Esasen, Osmanl imparatorlugu
Cezayir, Tunus, Libya (Trablusgarp), Misir ve sonraki ddnemde de Sudan'da egemen
olmustur. Osmanlilar, Portekiz'in Dogu Afrika'ya nufuz etmesi kargisinda bunu engellemeye
yonelik olarak yogun bir gaba sarf etmiglerdir. Bunun neticesinde, Somali'nin bir bolim
Cibuti, Eritre ve Kuzey Etiyopya'da yer alan Harar bdlgesi, Osmanl imparatorlugu'nun
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birer parcasi haline gelmiglerdir. Bu bdlge, s6z konusu donemde Osmanli Devleti'nin
Habes eyaleti olarak bilinmektedir.

Osmanli imparatorlugu, Afrika'nin cesitli bolgeleriyle yodun iliskilere sahip olmustur.
Sultan Il. Abdilhamit déneminde Osmanli imparatorlugu, Zanzibar Adasi ile yakin
iliskiler igerisinde olmustur. Zanzibar Sultani, istanbul'u ziyaret ederken, Osmanli
Sultani da o dénemde Zanzibar'a 6zel elgiler gondermistir.

1575 yilinda ise Kanem Bornu Sultani Mai idris Aloma ve Osmanl Sultani I1l. Murat'in
hiikimdarliklari déneminde, Osmanli imparatorlugu ile bugiinkii Nijerya'nin ve
Kamerun'un kuzeyi ile Mali ve Cad'l kapsayan Kanem Bornu Devleti arasinda bir
savunma pakti akdedilmistir.

Bir diger gergek sudur ki, Nijerya ve Glney Afrika érneklerinde de gorilebilecegdi gibi
Afrika'nin farkl bolgelerinde bulunan Miisliimanlar, istanbul'dan islam alimleri ya da
imamlar getirtmek istemiglerdir. Tim bunlar, Osmanli imparatorlugu ile Afrika (lkeleri
arasindaki yakin iligkileri gdzler éntine sermektedir. Ornegin bir sonraki safha olan
somirgecilik stirecinde Osmanli imparatorlugu, Afrika'nin Fransa ve Blyiik Britanya
gibi dénemin stper glgcleri tarafindan sdémurgelestiriimesi strecine daima karsi gcikmistir.
S06z konusu gelismelerden biri, Buyuk Sahra'nin Buyuk Britanya ve Fransa arasinda
taksim edilmesi yéniindeki kararlari olmustur. Osmanli imparatorlugu bu diisiincenin
kargisinda yer almigtir. Fransa ve Buyuk Britanya, 1876 yilindaki Berlin Kongresi'nde
alinan bir karara atifta bulunarak Buyuk Sahra'nin taksim edilmesi hususunda hak
sahibi olduklarini belirtmiglerdir. Fransa, Berlin Kongresi'nde tanimlanan hinterland*®
prensibine uygun olarak hareket edecegini deklare etmistir. Cezayir ve Tunus Uzerinde
uzun suredir egemenliginin bulundugunu belirten Fransa, Sahra boélgesinde, bu Ulkelerin
hinterlandinda hak sahibi oldugunu bildirmistir. Osmanlh imparatorlugu bu fikre kargi
cikmistir. ingiltere de ayni nedenle Sahra bélgesinin taksim edilmesi baglaminda,
Sudan'daki Darfur bdlgesi lizerinde hak iddia etmistir. Osmanli imparatorlugu, 1890
yilinda s6z konusu guglerin taksim tezlerine karsi ¢ikarak bu husustaki itirazlarini,
1902 yilinda Londra, Paris ve istanbul'da bulunan diplomatik temsilcilerin araciligiyla
s6z konusu Ulkelerin Digisleri Bakanliklari'na iletmistir.

Bu gercekler, Osmanl imparatorlugu'nun Afrika'yla sahip oldugu iligkiler hususunda
bir fikir vermektedir.

Fransa, 1830 yilinda Cezayir'i isgal ettiginde, Cezayir'in ulusal kahramani Abdelkader
hapse atilmis ve daha sonra da Fransa'ya gdénderilmistir. O dénem Osmanli
imparatorlugu, Abdelkader'in serbest birakilmasi konusunda israr etmistir. Osmanli
imparatorlugu'nun talebi (izerine serbest birakilan Abdelkader, Tirkiye'ye génderilmistir.
Kendisi birkag¢ yil Bursa'da yasamistir. Ne var ki, Bursa'da meydana gelen bir deprem
sonrasi korkarak, yine séz konusu donemde Osmanli imparatorlugu'nun bir pargasi
olan Sam'a gitmeye karar vermistir. Boylelikle Osmanli imparatorlugu, Cezayir'in ulusal
kahramanini korumayi amaglamistir.

* Bir kenti, kentler dizisini yada bolgeyi cevreleyen, onunla yakin ekonomik ve toplumsal etkilesim i¢inde bulunan bolge. (C.n.)
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italya, 1911 yilinda Trablusgarp'l ya da bugiinkii adiyla Libya'yi isgal tesebblsiinde
bulunmustur. O dénem Mustafa Kemal Atatlirk de dahil olmak tzere ¢ok sayida Osmanl
subayi gonullu olarak Libyalilara yardim etmek amaciyla Misir Gzerinden Libya'ya
gecmiglerdir.

lll. Afrikalilarin Turkiye'ye Yonelik Duygulari

Bu bolumde Afrikallarin Tarkiye'ye yonelik duygularindan bahsedecegim. Tarihi perspekiif,
Afrikahlarin Turkiye'ye yonelik duygulari hakkinda bir fikir vermektedir. Daha 6nce de
belirttigim gibi Tiirkiye/Osmanli imparatorlugu, Kuzey Afrika'da, Cezayir'de, Libya'da
ve Tunus'ta tipki bir kurtarici olarak goéruliyordu. Sudan'da da her zaman dostane
duygular mevcut olmustur. Benim kisisel izlenimim de bu yondedir. Dogu Afrika konusuna
da deginecek olursak ayni seyi sdylememiz mumkundur.

Hepimizin bildigi gibi cografya, genellikle siyasal gatismalari, sorunlari ve bazen de
dostluklari belirler. Bu durum, jeopolitik'te gizli bir kural degildir. Bu nedenle benim
kanaatim, Turkiye'nin Afrika'yla jeopolitik sorunlara sahip olmaktan oldukga uzak oldugu
yonundedir.

Tarkiye bugune kadar Afrikalilar tarafindan daima yakin ve dost bir Glke olarak kabul
edilmistir. Bu nedenle, Turkiye'nin tim Afrika kitasiyla sahip oldugu iligkiler oldukca
pozitif bir zemin Uzerinde bulunmaktadir. Her zaman g6zlemlenmisg oldugu gibi, Turkiye'nin
Mustafa Kemal Ataturk'ln liderliginde verdigi ulusal bagimsizlik micadelesi, Afrika'nin
ve Afrikall uluslarinin Gzerinde izlenebilecek bir model olarak gugli bir etkide bulunmustur.
Zira Turk istiklal Savasi, Avrupa'nin blyiik devletlerine karsi diinyadaki ilk milli kurtulus
micadelesi olma 6zelligine sahiptir. Ote yandan, Atatirk'in uygulamis oldugu reformlar,
bircok Afrika Ulkesini, Muslumanlari ve ayni sekilde Hiristiyanlari da etkilemistir.

Afrikahlarin, Tarkiye'ye sempati duymasindaki bir diger etken, Glke ntfusunun Masliman
olmasidir. Bu durum, devletlerarasi iligskilerde tum Musliman Afrika'nin Turkiye'yle
yakinlasmasini beraberinde getirmektedir. Afrikali MUslimanlar bazi durumlarda Osmanli
ya da Turk imamlar veya alimler araciligiyla islam dinini 6grenmeyi ya da bu konuda
bilgilerini gelistirmeyi arzulamaktadirlar. Bazi Afrikali dgrenciler de islam dinini 8grenmek
ve buradaki okullarda dini egitim almak amaciyla Turkiye'ye gelmektedirler.

Bunun yaninda Afrikali Hiristiyanlar da Tlrk devletinin laik yapisindan 6tura Turkiye'ye
ilgiyle ve sempatiyle bakmaktadirlar. Bu da son derece dogaldir, giinku laik devlet, dini
Ozgurlige saygi duymaktadir. Tim bunlar, Afrika'daki Mislimanlarin ve Hiristiyanlarin,
Tarkiye'ye yonelik olumlu izlenimlere sahip olduklarini gostermektedir.

Bu unsurlardan s6z ettim, ¢linkd s6z konusu unsurlar Turkiye'nin, tim Afrika kitasr'yla
iliskilerinde gergekten blyuk birer etkiye sahiptir.

IV. Tiirkiye'nin Afrika Ulkeleriyle Olan Diplomatik iligkilerinin Statiisii

Bu bdlimde, Turkiye'nin Afrika Ulkeleriyle kurdugu diplomatik iligkilerin durumuna
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deginecedim. Turkiye, daha dnceden bagimsizliklarini kazanan Afrikali Arap kokenli
devletlerin bagimsizliklarini derhal taniyarak bu devletlerin tamamiyla diplomatik iligkiler
tesis etmis olup, Rabat'ta (Fas), Cezayir'de (Cezayir), Tunus'ta (Tunus), Trablus'ta
(Libya), Kahire'de (Misir) ve Hartum'da (Sudan) mukim Buyukelcilikler agmistir. Trkiye'nin
Afrika'nin bir diger bolgesinde yer alan Etiyopya'nin baskenti Addis Ababa'da daima bir
Buyukelciligi mevcut olmustur. Zira Etiyopya, bir somurge olmamis ve her zaman
bagimsizligini muhafaza etmigtir.

Turkiye, Afrika halklarinin 6zgurluklerine daima gereken 6nemi vermis ve somurgelikten
ayrilma surecinde ¢ogunlugu siyah olan Afrika Ulkelerinin bagimsizliklarini desteklemistir.

Turkiye tiim yeni bagimsiz devletlerin bagimsizliklarini vakit gegirmeden tanimistir. ilk
olarak Afrika kitasinda bagimsizligini kazanan devlet, Nkrumah'in liderligindeki Gana
olmustur. Turkiye, Gana'nin bagimsizligini tanimasinin ardindan Akra'da mukim bir
bayukelcilik agmistir. Gana'nin lideri Nkrumah saygin bir liderdi. Kendisi, s6z konusu
donemdeki Baglantisizlik Hareketinde oldukga onemli bir rol oynamigti.

1960'h yillara gelindiginde Nijerya bagimsizligini kazanirken, Turkiye'nin Nijerya'nin
bagkenti Lagos'ta bir Bagkonsoloslugu bulunuyordu. S6z konusu Bagkonsolosluk, bu
surecin ardindan Buyukelgilige donusturtulmustar. Bir sonraki agsamada Kinsasa'da
(Kongo Demokratik Cumhuriyeti), Dakar'da (Senegal), Nairobi'de (Kenya), Mogadisu'da
(Somali), Dar us Selam'da (Tanzanya) ve Guney Afrika'da irk ayrimciligina dayanan
rejimin sona ermesinin ardindan da Pretoria'da Buyukelgiliklerimiz agilmigtir. Boylece
tim Afrika kitasinda 15 Blyukelciligimiz bulunuyordu. Bununla beraber daha sonra g
Buyukelgiligimizi kapattik. Akra ve Dar Us Selam'da bulunan Buyukelgiliklerimiz ekonomik
nedenlerden dolayi kapatildi. Somali'nin bagkenti Mogadisu'da yer alan Turk Buytukelciligi
ise bu Ulkede yasanan i¢ kargasa nedeniyle kapatilmistir. Tarkiye'nin Afrika'daki diplomatik
temsilciliklerinin genel durumu bu sekildedir.

V. ileriye bakis: Tiirkiye'nin Afrika'daki Temsilinin ve Diplomatik iligkilerinin
Gelecegi:

Bu bolimde Turkiye'nin Afrika'yla diplomatik iligkilerinin gelecegine deginmek istiyorum.
Burada daha cok ileriye ydnelik bir bakis tizerinde duracagim. Oncelikle, sunu ifade
etmek isterim ki, gérdigim kadariyla Turkiye'nin ginimuzde, Afrika'daki diplomatik
dizeyde temsili yeterli degildir. Tarkiye'nin Afrika'da daha fazla daimi Buyukelgilige
sahip olmasi gerektigine inaniyorum, ¢linki Afrika'da mukim Buyukelgiliklerin agiimasi
gereken Tanzanya, Gana, Angola, Uganda, Mozambik, Madagaskar, Zimbabve, Kamerun
ve Fildisi Sahili gibi birgok dnemli tlke bulunmaktadir.

1998 yilinda Afrika'ya yonelik bir eylem plani sundugumuzda, Afrika Glkelerinde birgok
mukim Buyukelgilik agilmasini da énermistik. BM'ye akredite olan New York, Cenevre
ve Viyana'daki delegasyonlarimiz, talebimiz tGzerine bu konuda bir calisma hazirladi.
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Bunun sonucunda, oncelikle Akra'da (Akra Buyukelciligi'nin yeniden agilmasi), ardindan
Harare'de (Zimbabve) ve Abidjan'da (Fildisi Sahili) olmak Gzere t¢ Buyukelgiligimizin
acllabilecegine karar verdik. Fakat Akra'daki Buyukelgiligimizi yeniden faaliyete gegirme
cabalarimiz finansal gugluklerden dolayi gergeklesemedi. Ayni sekilde diger iki baskent
Harare'de ve Abidjan'da Buyukelgciliklerimiz agilmasi yonundeki dusuncemiz, sz konusu
ulkelerdeki i¢ siyasal sorunlar ve i¢ savaslar nedeniyle mumkin olmadi.

Eylem planimizda Buyukelgilerin, Ankara'dan c¢esitli Afrika Ulkelerine dogrudan
akreditasyonunu da onerdik. Cunku bu durum cesitli Glkelerce uygulanan bir yontemdir.
Finansal nedenlerden dolayi yerlesik bir Buyukelcilik agamadigimiz takdirde, bu yontemle
bir Buyukelci atayabilmek suretiyle s6z konusu Buyukelginin Ankara'dan, atandigi Afrika
ulkesinin bagkentiyle iletisim kurmasi mimkin olabilmektedir. Iskandinav ve Benelliks
ulkeleri, Afrika'da ve Asya'da bu tirden uygulamalarda bulunmaktadirlar. Biz o dénemde
Blyukelgilerin, Ankara'dan dogrudan akreditasyonu konusunda Tanzanya ve Kamerun
gibi bazi Ulkeleri segmigtik.

Bununla beraber, yetkili mercilerimiz gegici bir Buyukelgilik misyonunun kurulmasinin
ve Turkiye'nin bagkentinden bir bagka Ulkeye dogrudan akreditasyon metodu araciligiyla
bir Buyukelginin atanmasinin bizim mevzuatimiz ¢ergevesinde imkansiz oldugunu
sOyluyorlardi. Bizim dustincemiz, diplomatik temsildeki disik duzeyden kaynaklanan
sorunun belli bir 6l¢tide hafifletimesiydi. Bu sistem ¢ergcevesinde bizim énerimiz, finansal
nedenlerden 6tlrd daimi Blayukelgiliklere sahip olmadigimiz yerlere, yilin belirli
donemlerinde Ankara'dan Buyukelci gonderebilmek suretiyle, Buyukelginin gerekli
girisimlerde bulunmasini saglamak ve akredite oldugu Ulkedeki diplomatik misyonunu
icra etmesi idi.

Sayin Buyukelgi Oba'nin da s6z ettigi gibi, Turk hikimeti 2005 yilini Afrika yili olarak
ilan etti. Bagsbakanimiz Sayin R. T. Erdogan, Turkiye'nin, Afrika kitasinin farkl tlkelerinde
cok sayida Buyukelgilik agmasi gerektigini belirtti. Bu konuda bes yeni Buyukelgiligin
acllmasi onerilmisti. Benim inancim sudur Ki, bir BuyuUkelgiligin yalnizca agilmasi yeterli
degildir. Bir Buyukelgilik actiginizda, gerekli sekilde techiz edilmesi ve diger birgok
olanagin saglanmasi gerekmektedir. Bu munasebetle 1998 yilindaki eylem planimizda,
Afrika'daki bazi Buyukelgiliklerimizin tam tesekkulli Blyukelgilikler olarak uygun hale
getirilmesini 6nerdik. Bunun anlami, batinuyle islevsel elgilikler. Eger Buyukelgilige
yalnizca bir Bilyiikelgi ve ikinci Katip atiyorsaniz, séz konusu Blyiikelgilik tam anlamiyla
islevsel olamaz. Tam tesekkullU bir el¢ilik, Buyukelginin yani sira iginde Ticaret Musgavirinin
de yer aldigi yardimci personelin bulundugu Buyukelgilik anlamina gelmektedir. 1998
yilindaki eylem planimizda, biri Bati Afrika'da ve bir digeri de Dogu Afrika'da olmak
Uzere tam tesekkulli Buyukelgiliklerimizin bulunmasini énerdik. Sorun daima diplomatik
temsilciligin disuk duzeyde olmasidir. Fakat biz bu sorunu asabiliriz diye disunuyoruz.

Afrika Ulkelerinin de Ankara'daki temsilciliklerinin dislk dlizeyde olmasi sorun teskil
ediyordu. Bununla beraber, Ankara'da son yillarda ¢esitli Afrika Glkelerinin Buyukelgilikleri
aciimis bulunmaktadir.
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Su ana kadar atifta bulunmus oldugum tum hususlar iki tarafl iligkilerimize, iki tarafh
diplomatik iligkilere yonelikti. Fakat bu yalnizca Turkiye'nin Afrika Ulkeleriyle olan
diplomatik iligkilerinin gorunuma dedildir. Tarkiye'nin Afrika Ulkeleriyle olan diplomatik
iliskileri bu baglamda sinirlanamaz. Bizler, Afrika Ulkeleriyle olan isbirli§imize uluslararasi
orgutler baglaminda da buyuk dnem veriyoruz. Turkiye daima Afrika'ya yardimci olmaya
calismakta ve Afrika Ulkeleriyle ilgili cok sayida projeye katkida bulunmaktadir; Turkiye
uluslararasi kuruluglarda da cgesitli gabalarla katki saglamakta, Afrika Ulkelerinin
sorunlarinin ¢gézimlenmesini ya da asgari diizeyde hafifletiimesini amacglamaktadir.

Burada s6zlerimi noktalamak istiyorum. Oncelikle izin verirseniz bu aksam, burada
bulundugunuzdan dolayi hepinize tesekkur ediyorum. Bu aksam s6z konusu toplantiyi
basariyla organize eden TASAM'a gonulden tesekkurlerimi sunuyor, bu toplantinin
gerceklesmesinde katkisi bulunan herkesi kutluyorum.

Son olarak tum Buyukelgilere ve Afrika'nin farkl tUlkelerinden katilan temsilcilere bugun
burada bulunduklarindan 6tura en igten tesekkurlerimi ve sukranlarimi sunmak istiyorum.
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AfRiKA iiL!(E!.E_Ri ve TURKIYE ARASINDAKI
DIPLOMATIK ILISKILER

Mohamed El Hassan Ahmed EI HAJ
Sudan Buyiikelgisi

Bu aksam yanimda oturan ¢ok tecrubeli Buyukelgilerin, kisisel deneyimleri bulunan
Birlesmis Milletler Gyesi Diplomatlarin, Afrika Ulkelerinden gelen Buyukelgilerin ve gesitli
kuruluslardan degerli temsilcilerin bulundugu bu organizasyonda yer almak benim igin
gergekten onur verici. Bu aksamki galistay, konusu ve igerigi agisindan gergekten ¢ok
zengin ve bu hususta s6z konusu toplantiyla ilgili hazirliklardan 6tird Sayin Baskan'a
tesekkur etmek istiyorum. Ayrica kendi adima, benden dnceki konugsmaci Buyukelgilere
tesekkur ederek konuya ayni dogrultuda devam etmeyi arzuluyorum.

Sudan, Afrika kitasinin tam ortasinda yer almaktadir. Bu nedenle, Blyukelgi dostlarima
Afrika'dan ve kitanin merkezindeki Sudan'dan bahsedecegim. Sudan'in tarihsel olarak
Afrika'nin gogunlugunu olusturmasi dolayisiyla Afrikali Buyukelgiler adina s6z hakki
verildigini dusunuyorum. Sudan kelimesi, Kizil Deniz'den Atlantik Okyanusu'na kadar
olan bdlgenin etrafinda bulunan Ulkeler icin kullaniliyordu. O dénemde Etiyopya'nin
tamami ve son dénemlerde ise Etiyopya, Eritre, Cibuti, Sudan, Cad'in bir kismi Sudan
sinirlari igerisinde yer aliyordu. Osmanli Imparatorlugu dénemine gittiginiz takdirde s6z
konusu bolgenin Sudan oldugu gdsteren oldukga buyuk bir harita bulacaksiniz.

Genel olarak tarihsel stirece bakildiginda Afrika ve Sudan arasindaki iligkiler, Osmanl
imparatorlugu'ndan dnce baslamaktadir. Bildiginiz izere ticaret trafiginin, ipek Yolu'nun
Suriye Uzerinden Kizil Deniz’'le, daha sonra da Tunus ve Cezayir'le baglantisi
bulunmaktaydi.

Genel olarak Turkiye'yle Afrika arasindaki iligkileri belirleyen ¢ok sayida husus
bulunmaktadir. Yuzyillar 6nce, tabii ki Turkiye ile Afrika Ulkeleri arasindaki iligkileri
belirleyen faktor ortak gelenek olmustur. Ben, Ankara'ya Buyukelgi olarak geldigimde
samimi olmak gerekirse hig yabancilik hissetmedim. Avrupa'da, Cenevre'de, ingiltere'nin
her yerinde bulundum, fakat buraya geldigimde kendimi dlkemdeymisim gibi hissettim.
Cunkud gelenekler buylk dlgide ayni ve daima ayni olmustur. Arada bir tek dil engeli
bulunmaktadir, fakat kanimca, Turk dilinin %40" orijinal Arapg¢adir ve dolayisiyla
geleneksel olarak bunu anlamamiz mimkun olabilmektedir. Afrika ile Turkiye arasinda
ifade edildigi gibi kilturel farkhihklar bulunmadigindan dolay gelenekler degismemis ve
kultarel farkhliklar olugsmamigtir. Sudan'a ve oldukga sicak bir mesele olan Darfur
konusuna gelince, guniumuzde insanlar, meseleye yanlis bir agidan bakmaktadirlar, bu
konuya daha dogru bir agidan bakmak gerekmektedir.

Yillar 6nce Darfur, Birinci Diinya Savasi'nda Osmanli imparatorlugu ile birlikte savasan
Afrika'daki bir bolgeydi. Bu, tarihsel bir gergektir. Aslinda o donemde Darfur'un Sudan'dan
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bagimsiz oldugu c¢ok iyi bilinmektedir. Orasinin Darfur Sultanhgi olarak adlandirilan
bagimsiz bir devlet oldugundan bahsediyorum. Orada yasayanlar, tarihsel olarak ylzyillar
dnce, Osmanl imparatorlugu'nda ve Darfur'daki Osmanli imparatorlugu'ndan énce gok
blayuk bir dini role sahiptiler. Kendileri mahmiri tercih ederlerdi ve bunu da Darfur'dan
alirlardi; Kur'an ayetlerini yazmak icin de istanbul'a getirirlerdi. ihracat yaparlardi ki
daha sonra Darfur ve istanbul'da yasayan insanlar arasinda miisterek seferler olacak
ve her yil her iki sehirde yasayan bu insanlar Mekke'ye gideceklerdir. Bu durum yuzyillar
boyunca devam etmistir. YUzyillar sonra iligkiler; kulturel, dinsel ve tarihsel olarak
etkilenmigtir. Bir Buyukelgi olarak ya da Turk olarak sasirmamalisiniz ki, Turkiye'de
yuzlerce ve binlerce Sudan kdkenli insanin yasadigi mahalleler bulunmaktadir.

Sahip oldugumuz s6z konusu mahallelerin tamami Turkiye'nin batisinda, Ankara,
istanbul ve izmir arasinda bulunmaktadir. Sudan kokenli insanlarin yasadigi mahallelerin
tamamini ziyaret ettim, su an tabif ki kendileri TUrk olmusglar, fakat ayni zamanda Sudan
kokenlidirler. Ug yil dnce Turkiye'nin giizellik kraligesi secilen bayan da Sudan kokenliydi.
Tarkiye'deki en dnemli glresci de aslinda Sudan kdkenlidir. Bu hususlar, Sudan ile olan
iliskiler konusunda 6nemli birer gostergedir. Afrika genel olarak oldukg¢a zengindir, fakat
Sudan'da fazla sayida Turk ailesi, Turk ismi, iki kaltir arasi evlilikler ve hatta bunun
yaninda birgok Turk isadami bulunmaktadir. Kendileri Sudan'a giderek Sudanli bayanlarla
evlenmiglerdir ve benzeri durum gunumuzde Turkiye'de de gegerlidir. Bu nedenle,
iligskiler gergekten ekonomik, siyasi, diplomatik, akrabalik unsurlarinin temel tasini
olusturmakta ve bu durum, Afrikali dostlarim adina konugsmam gerekirse, kita genelinde
kismen veya tamamen dogru olmakla birlikte, tarihsel olarak aslinda Afrika nifusu
Turklerle temsil edimektedir. Bu ifadeler, sanirim gerek Turkiye gerekse Afrika'daki
destegin istenilen seviyeye ¢ikartiimasi igin belirtilien samimi dostluklarin kisa bir hikayesi
olmustur. Bu hususlarda yogun ugraslar veriyoruz fakat gelismelerin de olumlu yonde
oldugu goérulmektedir. Bu vesileyle, Afrika ve Sudan arasindaki tarihsel streci ¢ok hizli
ve Ozet olarak ele almig bulunuyoruz. Sudan, Afrika'yi temsil etmektedir. Kuzey Afrika,
Afrika'nin kalbi, Sahra'nin Glneyindeki akrabaliklar, oralarda bulunan akrabalik kdkeninin
basit temel tagidir ve bu dogrultuda gelistiriimeleri gerekmektedir. Bu husus ikinci bir
noktadir. Sayin BuyUkelgilerin temas ettikleri hususlara da deginmek istiyorum, TUrkiye
ve Afrika arasindaki iligkileri gelistirmek adina 2005 yili, Afrika Yili olarak ilan edildi.
Burada tarih slreci degerlendirme firsati buldum. Cilinkid gecmiste Ekselanslari ve
Turkiye Basbakani Recep Tayyip Erdogan Hartum'daki Arap Zirvesi'ne katilarak bizlere
seref vermis ve Addis Ababa'daki Afrika Birligi Zirvesi'ne katilan ilk Tark Basbakani
olmustur. Bu husus, gercek bir tarihtir ve 6zlem duyulan bir noktadir. Sudan ile ilgilenilmesi
beklenen ve 6zlem duyulan bir durumdur. TUrkiye ve Sudan'daki tst dizeyde sorumlu
kisiler arasinda karsilikli ziyaretlerin gerceklestiriimesi, 2006 yilinda bizlere buyuk bir
kazang saglamistir. Devlet Bakani Sayin Kursat Tlzmen, bu slrec¢te Sudan'i G¢ kez
ziyaret etmistir. Bunlar gercekten olumlu gelismelerdir. Ayrica alti veya yedi Sudanl
Bakan bu donemde Turkiye'yi ziyaret etmistir. Bu dogrultuda bir¢ok anlagma yapiimakla
birlikte her yil faaliyette bulunacak olan Turkiye ve Sudan arasinda Ortak Bakanlar
Komisyonu olusturuldu ve benzeri durum Cezayir, Tunus, Fas acisindan da gecerlidir.
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Ayni durumun Senegal i¢in de gegerli oldugunu tahmin ediyorum. Gelisen iligkiler
hususunda ¢ok sayida olagantistii calismalar yapan TIKAnin da dnemine atifta bulunmak
istiyorum. Mayis 2006'da calismalarina baslayan Sudan'daki TIKA Ofisi ile yapilan
calismalar sasirtici dizeyde olmustur. Sadece bir yil gegmesine karsin, bugine kadar
TiKA tarafindan Sudan'da yapilanlari gérmek adeta bir mucizedir.

Sudan'daki ve 6zellikle de Darfur'daki ikinci unsur; Sayin Bagbakanin ziyaretinin hemen
ardindan Turk Kizilayi'nin bu bolgede faaliyet gostermesidir. Oradaki insanlar, Sahra
Hastanesi olarak adlandirilan oldukga donanimli bir hastaneye sahip oldular. Darfur'un
tamamina yakinina, hatta Darfur'la sinirli kalmayip butin mdultecilere, Cad'tan, Orta
Afrika'dan ve hatta Senegal'den gog edenlere burada hizmet verilmektedir. insanlar bu
hastaneye gelerek en iyi sekilde tedavi olmaktadirlar. Bu nedenle, Turkiye'nin Sudan'da
TIKA vasitasiyla bulunmasi, gerek bakanlik iliskileri arasinda, gerekse TiKA ve Tirk
Kizilayl arasinda iki tarafli resmi iligskilere hizmet etmektedir. Bunu yuksek sesle
sOylemekten gurur duyuyorum. Her sey ¢ok hizh sekilde yapilmaktadir, ciinkt bu durum
Sudan'daki ve Turkiye'deki siyasi makamlarin kararliligini yansitmaktadir. Her ne zaman
Tarkiye ile ilgili siyaset konusulsa higbir sorun olusmamakta; sosyal iligkiler, kultirel
iliskiler sportif iligkiler ve ekonomik iligkiler tesis edilmistir. Bunlar, Afrika Ulkelerinin
Blyukelgilikleri olarak tGzerinde yogunlastigimiz konulardir. Clnku siyasal agidan higbir
sorunumuz bulunmamaktadir.

Tarkiye ile iligkilerin dayanak noktasi, s6z konusu iligkilerde gézlemlenen surekliliktir.
Cunku Afrika ulkeleri, Turkiye'yi kendileri agisindan siyasi gindeme sahip olmayan
samimi bir Ulke olarak goérmektedirler. Su an rollerin karsilikli olarak degistigi
kiresellesmeden sonraki bir gagda bulunuyoruz. Bu anlamda rollerdeki degisim,
kendimize daha yakin (lkelerle galistigimiz anlamina gelmektedir. Ornegdin Sudan ve
elbette ki tlim Afrika ve bahsettigim Ulkeler arasinda yakin iligkiler tesis etmek istedigimizden
oturd ylzamazu basta Hindistan, Pakistan, Cin, Malezya, Kore olmak Gzere Dogu'ya
donmus bulunuyoruz. Tarihsel olarak bildiginiz gibi Afrika ve somurgeci ulkeler arasindaki
iliskiler tek tarafli ¢ikarlara dayaliydi. Neredeyse her sey somurgeci Ulkelerin lehineydi.

Dis ticaret alaninda faaliyet gdsteren insanlarin ve Sayin Kirsat Tlzmen'in dikkatini
cekmek istiyorum. Afrika Ulkeleri olarak sémurgeci devletlerle ¢ok kotu bir deneyim
yasadik. Afrika, dogal kaynaklar agisindan oldukga zengindir; sdmurgeci devletlerse
bu dogal kaynaklari asgari fiyatlarda tutmuslardir. S6z konusu devletler, bu kaynaklari
katma degere donustlrerek bizlere ¢ok daha pahali olarak geri satiyorlar.

Dolayisiyla, genel olarak Turkiye ve Afrika arasindaki iligkilerin tesis edilmesinde bu
noktayi dikkate almamiz gerekmektedir. Gegcmis donemlerde dogdal kaynaklarimizin
kaciriimasi gibi, insanlara yonelik ¢cok kotu deneyimler yasadigimizdan, Turkiye ve
Afrika arasindaki durtstlik temeline dayali iligkiler kusursuz olmalidir.

Somiurgeci devletler, dogal kaynaklarimizi bizlerden kagirmislardir. Bu kez, Turkiye ve
Afrika arasinda saglikli zeminlerde ekonomik iligkilerin olusturulmasi hususunda isbirligi
yapmak amaciyla el ele vermeliyiz. Dikkatle inceleme firsati buldugum, Dis Ticaret
Bakanligi tarafindan gelistirilen strateji konusunda biylik memnuniyet duymaktayim.
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Afrika'nin tamamindan gerek yart mamul drunleri gerekse mamul Urunleri ithal etmeleri
amaciyla kuralci ithalat yapmamak fakat katma degeri géndermek icin Tarkiye'nin
Afrika'ya gitmesiyle ilgili bir plan bulunmaktadir. Bu, saglikli iligkilerin temel tasidir ve
Afrika ve Turkiye arasinda sureklilik arzetmelidir. Bu durum son derece 6nemlidir. CUnku
gecmiste geligtirmemiz gereken ¢ok kotu bir deneyim yasadik.

ikinci olarak, bu bélimiin ikinci kismini alacagim, Tirkiye'nin stratejik pozisyonunu
dusunmekteyiz; fakat Afrika kitasinin, Avrupa pazarlarina girmesi ¢ok zor oldugundan
firsatlarla dolu Afrika'ya ¢ok yakin U¢ kita ticareti, Turkiye ve Afrika arasinda
yapilabilmektedir. TlUrkiye aracihidiyla Avrupa'ya dahil olacak Afrika ekonomisi ve Afrika
ticareti icin TUrkiye'nin kdpru olabilecegini ok 6nemli bir nokta olarak disiunmekteyim
ve sOz konusu durum ¢ok yerinde bir davranistir.

Turk-Afrika iligkilerini gelistirebilmek i¢in neler yapilabilir? Elgiliklerin agiimasi hususuna
girmeyecegim, zaten degerli Buyukelciler bu surecin Uzerinde dikkatle durdular. Fakat
milletler arasindaki iliskilere yogunlagsan hususun sadece siyaset olmadigina dikkat
cekecegim. Cok dikkatli olmak zorundayiz. Ornegin Sudan, Turkiye'deki 23 Nisan Cocuk
Bayrami'na 14-15 yildir katilmakta oldugundan diger Ulkelere ornek olabilmektedir.

Son 15 yildir, Sudan'dan ¢ocuklarimiz her yil Turkiye’ye gelmektedir. Bu durum, Sudan
ve Turkiye arasinda iligkilere ufak bir 6rnektir, ancak ¢ok blyuk bir etkiye sahiptir.
insanlar arasindaki kiiltiirel iliskiler, sportif iliskiler, karsilikli ziyaretler ve kesintisiz ticaret
trafigi, tim Afrika Ulkelerini evrensellestirmelidir. Diplomat, kendi sinirlarina sahip olan
bir temsilcidir. Fakat insanlar herhangi bir sinira sahip degildirler. Turkiye ve Afrika
arasindaki basarili ekonomik, ticari ve siyasi iligkilerin temelinde insanlarin karsilikli
olarak etkilesimleri bulunmaktadir. Bu nedenle, elgilikler agmaktan ziyade daha énemli
hedefler benimsenmeli; gocuklar ve gencgler arasinda kulttrel aktiviteler gibi bir cok
duzeyde kargilikh ziyaretler tesvik edilmelidir. Turkiye'nin basketbol, futbol gibi spor
dallarinda mukemmel bir deneyime sahip oldugunu biliyoruz ve bu hususlar, siyasi
iliskiler agisindan ¢ok daha somut iligkilerin olusumuna katkida bulunabilmektedir. Sayin
Basbakanin ifade ettigi gibi, tim Afrika'nin 2009-2010 Glvenlik Konseyi tyeligi konusunda
Tarkiye'yi destekledigini biliyoruz. Turkiye, gelismekte olan ¢ok 6nemli bir tlkedir,
NATO'nun ikinci buylk Ulkesi konumunda olmakla birlikte, blyuk bir potansiyele sahiptir
ve dnemli 6lgude insan kaynaklari bulunmaktadir. Afrika'nin da uluslararasi 6rgutlerde
desteklenmeye ihtiya¢g duydugu sorunlari bulunmaktadir. Bu nedenle, bolgesel ve
uluslararasi duzeydeki sorunlarimiz karsisinda Turkiye'nin tim Afrika uluslarina destek
olmasini beklemekteyiz. Turkiye'nin ¢gok guclu bir medyaya sahip oldugunu sdylemek
mumkundur. Biz, Afrika'da bunun eksikligini hissediyoruz. Avrupa medyasina ve diger
Bati medyasina liderlik yapamiyoruz. Medya, Turkiye'deki imkanlara ve tesislere sahip
ve bu yuzden Afrika, Avrupa'nin tamamindaki insanlara ve medyaya durust ve agik
sekilde yansitilmasinin yaninda sadece Afrika'daki iligki unsurunun olusturulmasi igin
Turkiye'den yardim beklemekteyiz.

Bu husus, gelismis ve guglu bir iligki aginin olusturulmasi igin Turkiye'nin basgariyla
oynayabilecegi bir roldur. Gorebildigim kadariyla, Turkiye ve herhangi bir Afrika tlkesi
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arasinda yakin gelecekte de siyasi sorunlar olmayacaktir.

Vermis oldugum Sudan 6rneginde goruldigu Uzere s6z konusu isbirligi vesilesiyle 1,5
yillik surecgte oldukga dnemli 6lciide mesafeler katettik. 2005 yilinda Sudan'da yatirim
yapan yalnizca 15 sirket bulunurken, bugun itibariyle 74'ten fazla sirkete sahibiz. Ve
s6z konusu rakam artmaya devam etmektedir ki, bu asil hedeften ziyade, olumlu bir
isarettir. Sonug olarak, tarihsel agidan U¢ noktaya vurgu yaptim. Geleneksel agidan
kulturel olarak ve sahip oldugumuz genel ¢ikarlarimiz hususlarinda higbir sorunumuz
bulunmamaktadir. Ben bir stratejistim. Fakat Turkiye'nin maruz kaldigi tehditler, Afrika'nin
karsi karsiya kaldigi tehditlerle ayni ciddiyeti tasimaktadir.

Bu nedenle, bizler ayni gemide yer aliyoruz. Bazi ulkeler, Turkiye'nin gelismesini
istememektedirler. TUrkiye'nin i¢ sorunlari olmasina karsin, gerek Kibris, gerek Ermenistan,
gerekse Irak konusunda da sorunlar yaratilmaktadir. Ayni seyler Sudan, Cezayir,
Senegal, Fas ve Tunus igin de gecerlidir. Bu tur olaylar her yerde meydana gelmektedir.
Cunkl arka planda Turkiye ve Afrika Ulkelerinin barisi gelistirmelerini, ilerlemelerini
istemeyen biri bulunmaktadir. Hepimiz ayni gemideyiz. Eger Turkiye ve Afrika'nin
tamaminin ayni gemide oldugu hususunu fark edersek, Turkiye'nin gelismesini istemeyen
bazi sakl gug veya gugclerin oldugu ortaya ¢ikacaktir. Ekselanslari'nin bahsetmis oldugu
sorunlar, Darfur'da da olusturulmaya calisiimaktadir. Bir hususu belirtmek istiyorum:
Afrika'daki en zengin bolge, Darfur'dur.

Sorunun ne oldugunu anlayabilirsiniz ve sayet Afrika'nin tamamina bakarsaniz sorunlar
en genis dogal kaynak potansiyelinin bulundugu Ulkelerdedir. Sudan, Angola, Kongo
Demokratik Cumhuriyeti ve etrafiniza bakarsaniz, her neye sahipseniz problemler orada,
dogal kaynaklarin en ¢ok bulundugu Afrika Ulkelerindedir. Bagka bir sey diyemiyorum.
Fakat yalnizca Turkiye ve Afrika'nin el ele vermesi gerektigini vurguluyorum. Geleneksel
diplomasi araciligiyla deqgil, bir seyde inangli olmak igin sosyal ve toplumsal unsurlarin
veya herhangi bir seyin dahil oldugu her seyin daha fazlasini yapmak zorundayiz. El
ele verdigimiz takdirde ayni kadere, ayni arzuya ve amaglarimiza ulagsmak icin ayni
kararliliga sahip oluruz.
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CALISTAY'IN IKINCI BOLUMU: Giriis ve Oneriler

Toplantinin ikinci bolumunde 2007'nin Aralik ayinda icra edilecek olan 3. Uluslararasi
Tark-Afrika Zirvesi ele alinmistir. TASAM Baskani Stleyman S$ensoy, Turkiye- Afrika
diplomatik iligkilerinin, diplomasinin onderliginde ve liderliginde kultlr, ekonomik ve
sosyal ana bagliklar altinda gelistiriimeye calisildigini ifade etmigtir. Bir sivil toplum
kurulugsu olarak TASAM'Iin da kurulusundan itibaren bu iligkilerin geligsimine katki
saglamaya calistigini belirten Sensoy, 2005 ve 2006 yillarinda 1. ve 2. Uluslararasi
Turk- Afrika Kongreleri'ni icra eden TASAM'in bu yildan itibaren kongre baglgi ile degil,
zirve adi ile 3. Uluslararasi Turk-Afrika Zirvesi adi altinda 4-5-6 Aralik 2007 tarihlerinde
duzenlemeyi planladigini, 3. Zirvesi'nin ana konseptinin “Afrika Birligi” olmasi Uzerinde
dusundldaguna ifade etmistir. Bununla ilgili olarak izlenen yol haritasina bakildiginda
gectigimiz hafta Afrika Birligi Komisyonu Baskani Sayin Prof. Dr. Alpha Oumar Konare
ile TASAM Afrika Enstitusu Direktdrt Sayin Dog. Dr. Ahmet Kavas, Addis Ababa'da bir
gorusme gergeklestirdikleri hatirlatiimigtir.

Haziran ayinin sonunda Sayin Konare ile ikinci bir gérisme yapmak amaciyla TASAM
Bagkani Sayin Suleyman Sensoy ve TASAM Afrika Enstitusu Direktori Sayin Ahmet
Kavas'in Addis Ababa'ya gidecekleri, bdylece surecin daha da hizlanacagi, ayrica Addis
Ababa'da Afrika ile ilgili Snemli ekonomik, sosyal ve kilturel kurumlarin yoneticileri ile
de konuya yonelik olarak bir dizi gérusme gergeklestiriimesinin dusunuldugu belirtilmistir.

TASAM'In 3. Uluslararasi Turk-Afrika Zirvesi'ne iligkin ilavede bulunmayi disindigu
iki hususun bulundugu, bu hususlarin sanat ve kultlrin énemine binaen gectigimiz yil
gundeme gelen fakat zaman darlidi nedeniyle yetistirilemeyen “Afrika Filmleri Festivali’nin
kongre ile es zamanli olarak Kadir Has Universitesi ile isbirligi halinde gergeklestiriimesinin
amaclandigi, ikinci bir husus olarak TASAM'in yurt icinden ve yurt disindan kisi ve
kurumlara yonelik olarak devlet adami, blrokrat, gazeteci, is adami ve akademisyen
dallarinda vermis oldugu Stratejik Vizyon Oddilleri Téreni'nin de Afrika Zirvesi kapsaminda
es zamanl olarak duzenlenmesinin dngoruldugu ifade edilmistir. TASAM'in toplantiya
katilan konuklarin da goérus ve onerilerinin ardindan farkli katkilarin ortaya ¢ikabilmesi
ile mimkun olan en zengin programi saglikli bir sekilde yapmay1 amacladigi belirtildi.

Bu bolumde s6z alan Dig Ticaret MUstesarligi Daire Bagkani Sayin Attila G. Kizilarslan
Afrika'daki temel iki sorun Uzerinde dururken, bunlari altyapiya ve petrol disindaki
endustrilere yonelik sorunlar olarak belirtti. Afrika'nin dinya ticaretindeki payini %1
oraninda arttirabilmesi halinde kitanin buradan elde edecegi kazancin, kitaya yillik
olarak yapilan hibenin yaklasik yedi kati tutarinda olacagini animsatmistir S6z konusu
yatirnrmlarin bolgedeki saglik kosullarina da olumlu yansiyacagini ve Afrika'nin
bugunkinden daha iyi bir duzeye erigecegini ifade eden Kizilarslan, bu hususlarin g6z
onunde bulundurularak 3. Kongre'de ele alinmasinin faydali olacagini belirtti.

Sudan Ankara BuyUkelgisi Sayin Mohamed El Hassan Ahmed El Haj ise 3. Zirve'de ele
alinmasi gereken hususlari teknoloji transferi, Afrika Kalkinma Bankasi, islam Kalkinma
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Bankasi ve Turk Eximbank arasinda finansal isbirligi seklinde ifade etmistir. Afrika'da
bir Tirk Bankasinin faaliyette bulunmasinin ticari kalkinmaya ve karsilikl igbirligine
dogrudan katkida bulunacagini belirtmigstir. Afrika'ya iliskin bir mecmua yayinlanmasinin
oneminin de altini gizen Buyukelgi, bolge ulkelerinde neler oldugunun, ne tur gelismelerin
goOzlemlendiginin dnemine de atifta bulunurken, yine bunun yani sira Turkiye'deki son
gelismelerin ve Turk sirketleri hakkinda bilgilerin yer alacagi bir kaynagin karsilikh
iliskiler agisindan gerekli oldugunu belirtmis ve kongrede de bu konunun ele alinmasinin
faydali olacagini belirmigtir.

Blyukelginin ardindan yeniden sz alan Kizilarslan ise Turkiye'nin 2003 yilinda “Afrika
ile Ticari ve Ekonomik lligkilerin Arttirimasina Yénelik Strateji’yi uygulamaya koydugunu,
s0z konusu stratejinin esasen bolgedeki yoksullugun dnlenmesine iligkin katki saglamayi,
surdurulebilir kalkinmayi yakalamayi ve kiresellesme surecinde kitanin, merkezden
uzaklasmasini dnlemeyi amaglamadigini belirtmigtir. Yoksullugun bir alinyazisi olmadigini
da belirten Kizilarslan, 2006 yilinda ¢ok sayida Turk ve Afrikali is adaminin katilimiyla
TUSKON'un katkilariyla “1. Turk-Afrika Dis Ticaret Zirvesi’nin dlzenlendigini, bu yil da
gectigimiz glnlerde 2. Zirve'nin yapildigini ve s6z konusu girisimlerin, taraflar arasinda
ortak bir platform olusturulmasi hususunda énemli bir firsat oldugunu belirtmistir. “Bu
da ticaret hacmine énemli bir katki saglayacaktir” seklinde gorus bildiren Kizilarslan,
sivil toplum kuruluslarinin bu konuda etkin roller oynamaya basladiklarini, Turkiye ile
Kuzey Afrika Ulkeleri arasinda tarihten suregelen bir iliski bulundugunu, buna karsin
diger ulkeler hakkinda yeterli bilginin bulunmadigini, bu nedenle de taraflar arasinda
bir fakindalgin olusturulmasi gerektigi belirtiimistir.

Cezayir Buyukelgisi Sayin Smail Allaoua, konugmasinda NEPAD'in (Afrika'nin Kalkinmasi
icin Yeni Ortaklik) 6nemine deginirken, s6z konusu teskilatin da kongre kapsaminda
ele alinmasi gerektigini belirtmistir.

Daha sonra s6z alan Kongo Demokratik Cumhuriyeti'nin eski Buyukelgisi Sayin Dog.
Dr. Ali Engin Oba, ekonomik iligkilerin ele alinmasinin gerektigini belirterek, ekonomik
ve ticari sorunlarin dile getirilerek bunlara iligkin ¢ézim yollarinin tartisiimasinin 6nemi
Uzerinde durmustur. Blyukelgi Oba, ayrica Turk basininin temsilcilerinin de toplantida
yer almalarinin faydali olacagini, Afrika'nin ticari potansiyelinin yansitiimasi konusunda
basinin 6nemli bir rol oynayacaginin altini gizmigtir.

TASAM Afrika Enstitist Direktort Sayin Dog. Dr. Ahmet Kavas ise Afrika Birligi Komisyonu
Baskani Sayin Prof. Dr. Alpha Oumar Konare'ye Addis Ababa'da yaptiklari gérisme
esnasinda TASAM'in dizenledigi Calistaylar konusunda bilgi verdigini, buna karsilik
Sayin Konare'nin de memnuniyetini ifade ettigini, bu turden bir girisimin Turkiye ile
Afrika arasindaki iligkilerde son derece 6nemli bir adim ve faaliyet oldugunu belirttigini
aktarmistir.

Sayin Konare, Turkiye'nin AB'ye tam Uye oldugunda bu hususun Afrika igin de buyuk
bir dnem arz edecegini ancak s6z konusu surecin gecikmesi durumunda dahi Afrika ile
iligkilerin daha da gelistirilerek daha buyuk faydalar saglayabilecedini ifade etmigtir.
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Sayin Kavas, TASAM olarak 2004 yilindan itibaren yapmis olduklari faaliyetlerin 6zellikle
basta Disisleri Bakanligimiz ve TiKA olmak tizere diger kuruluslarimiz tarafindan Afrika'ya
da duyurulmasini istediklerini belirtmistir. TASAM'In da mevcut iligkilere katki saglamak
amacinda oldugunu belirten Kavas, TUSKON'un da bu alandaki faaliyetlerinin dikkatle
takip edildigini ifade ederken, Turkiye'de gerek 6zel gerekse resmi kurumlar vasitasiyla
yapilan bu tur toplantilarin sadece Turk basininda degil, Afrika basininda da yer almasini
arzu ettiklerini sdylemistir.

Afrika Devletleri Birligi gibi gelecege yonelik son derece 6nemli bir hedef belirlendiginin
de altina gizen Kavas, boylesine guglu bir birligin, Tarkiye'nin de dostlugu ve katkilariyla
gelecekte kargilikh iligkileri daha da kuvvetlendirecedini, bunun da taraflara buyuk katki
saglayacagini, 21. yuzyilda tarihi baglarin ve koprulerin yeniden tesis edilecegi yonundeki
inancini dile getirmigtir.

Kadir Has Universitesi Afrika Calismalari Merkezi'nin Direktér(i Sayin Dog. Dr. Sedat
Aybar ise iligkilerin gelisim agsamasinda bulundugunu ve 21. yuzyilda kargilikli olarak
fakindaligin arttirilmasi gerektigini, bilimsel aragtirmalarin, Afrika'nin kulturel, sosyal ve
tarihsel gorunUmunun son derece onem arz ettigini belirtmigtir. Aybar, ayrica teknik bilgi
ve beceri teatisinin de 6nemine vurgu yapmistir.

Yeniden s0z alan Cezayir Blyukelgisi Sayin Smail Allaoua, 6zellikle Afrika kitasinda
yasanan sorunlara Turk basininin yeterince ilgi gostermemesinden kaynaklanan
rahatsizligini ifade ederken, bolgede yasanan gelismelerle ilgili haberlerin ve yazilarin
ise yabanci haber ajanslarindan temin edildigini, bolgede Turk basinindan da temsilcilerin
bulunmasinin faydali olacagini belirtti.

Buyukelginin konugsmasinin ardindan s6z alan TASAM Bagkani Sayin Suleyman Sensoy,
1. DUnya Savasi dolayisiyla iligkilerin olumsuz etkiledigini, aksi takdirde Tlrk basininin
kasith olarak Afrika'dan uzak durdugu gibi bir goraste olmadigini, buradaki sorunun
iletisimsizlik, bilgisizlik ve konunun éneminin yeterince algilanamamasindan
kaynaklandigini belirtti. Kargilikli toplantilarin halklar arasindaki etkilesimi arttiracagini,
medyanin bu konuya egilmesiyle gerekli ivmenin saglanacagina iligkin inancini dile
getiren Sensoy, medyanin, 3. Kongre'de alt bir baglik olarak degerlendiriimesi, medya
mensuplarinin davet edilmesi, kendilerine dokiimantasyon akisinin saglanmasinin ana
hedeflerinden biri oldugunu ifade etti.

TiKA Afrika Ulkeleri Koordinatérii Sayin Nevzat Yesiler, genel olarak TIKA'nin bolgedeki
faaliyetleri hakkinda bilgi verirken, ilk ofislerini 2005 yilinda Etiyopya'da agtiklarini, 2006
yilinda ise Sudan ve son olarak da Senegal'de birer temsilcilik agtiklarini belirtti.

SAGA (Sahra'nin Giineyindeki Ulkeler) Ulkelerine iliskin ¢ok sayida projelerinin
bulundugunu ifade eden Yesiler, ofislerinin bulunmadigi ulkelere teknik heyetler
gonderilerek s6z konusu ulkelerde yapilabilecek projelerin tespit edilmesine g¢aligildigini
belirtti.

/’\/\ C )'/\ /\/\ TURK ASYA STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI 21

TURKISH ASIAN CENTER FOR STRATEGIC STUDIES



AFRIKA ULKELERi VE TURKiYE ARASINDAKI
DiPLOMATIK iLiSKILER

Senegal, Burkina Faso, Gine, Gine Bissasu ve Mali i¢in baglatiimasi dusunulen tarim
projesine de deginilirken, TIKA'nin Cad, Orta Afrika Cumhuriyeti ve Tanzanya'ya
Tarkiye'deki sivil toplum kuruluslarinin topladiklari yardimlari gindemlerine yardimci
oldugu vurgulandi. Ayrica Senegal'e saglik taramasi amaciyla Turkiye'den bir heyet
gonderilecegi, Kongo Demokratik Cumhuriyeti'nde uzmanlarin bir okul galismasi igin
arastirma yaptiklari, Afrika'da bulunan BuyUukelgiliklerimiz vasitasiyla da proje alinmaya
devam edildigi belirtildi. Son olarak Nijerya ve komsu Ulkeler icin mesleki egitim projesinin
de baslatilacagina yénelik bir bilgi verilirken, 6 ile 8 ay arasinda TIKA'nin ulasamadigi
SAGA Ulkesinin kalmayacag: belirtildi.

Toplantida son olarak s6z alan Diyanet isleri Dis lliskiler Miidurliigi Bagkani Sayin Dog.
Dr. Ali Dere, Turkiye'nin agilimlarindan ve 6nem verdigi konulardan birisinin de din ve
kultar alani oldugunu belirterek, din kavramini bireyin ve toplumlarin 6zgurlesmesi ile
oOzguvenlerini kazanma sureci olarak yorumlamisgtir.

Afrika kitasi ile bu konularda énemli bir mesafe kat edilemedigini, ancak su anda bu
eksikliklerin telafi edilmeye galisildigini belirten Dere, Afrika Ulkeleri Dini Liderleri
Zirvesi'nin daha da etkinlestiriimesini amaglandigini sozlerine ekledi. Egitim alaninda
da Afrika Ulkeleriyle iligkilerin gelisimine dnem verildiginin altini gizen Dere, 20 Afrika
ulkesinden Turkiye'deki imam hatiplere beger kigilik kontenjanlarla 6grenci getiriimesine
iliskin projelerinin bulundugunu belirterek, vekalet yoluyla kurban uygulamasinin daha
da yayginlastiriimasina ¢alisildigini ifade etmistir.

Katilimlarindan 6tart tim konuklara tesekkir eden TASAM Baskani Sensoy,
desteklerinden oturu T. C. Digisleri Bakanligi'na ve diger kurumlara ayrica sukranlarini
sunarak, UNDP'nin de bu toplantiya temsilci gondermesinden duydugu memnuniyeti
ifade ederek, UNDP'den de katki beklediklerini belirtmistir.
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PRESENTATION

In today's world, where extremely fast paced developments are being experienced in
international relations, African countries, while showing efforts to make the integration
movements among themselves more effective, are also emphasizing the importance
of their having a say in intercontinental interactions. It is already possible to see these
developments at the basis of the steps taken for mutual multidimensional relations in
the last few years.

Closed communities and countries have taken their places in history books as an
occurrence of the 20th century. The 21st century that we live in is an era where not only
the relations between countries, but also the intercontinental interactions will reach a
dimension that defies any boundaries. In such an important period, Africa whose internal
dynamics were destroyed under certain negative circumstances during the last two
centuries, find satisfaction from the fact that its power is recognized. The diplomatic
corpse of African countries, who work with great self-sacrifice in order to prevent the
recurrence of the process previously experienced, desire to train the new generations
that will have the same experiences as their colleagues in different regions of the world
and want to be active in this process.

African countries, in order not to be left under the direct interaction of developed countries
in some vital subjects, are in the process of performing calculations to properly evaluate
the 21st century. And the first thing to be done for this is to solve the education dilemma
the continent faces. Within this context, by providing equal education opportunities to
everybody, and by establishing the infrastructure for such, to discover youth with superior
intelligence from all corners of the continent, and their specific education for the good
of the continent.

The external aid that is received in the education field turns out to be temporary. The
permanent ones are those possibilities and facilities that are created with the continent's
own dynamics. Within this context, it is necessary to make the knowledge and skills
of adolescents who complete their education either at universities on the continent or
the young generation of Africans completing their education in universities at other
continents more effective for the future of the continent. They should stop being
communities that only need knowledge and the plans for them to become knowledge
generators ought to be drawn now.

Superpowers that have the desire to sustain the economic expansions they have
realized in our day see Africa, as they did in the past and probably will continue to see
in the future, as a cheap raw materials depot. However, by better evaluating the raw
material sources with their being processed at location and thus leading to production,
and as such having them valued at their true worth in international markets shall relieve
the future of the continent. In this sense, the integration movements that make cooperation
with organizations from outside the continent and which function under economy or
development topics are vested a major role.
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Strengthening the social structure in African countries, which have not lost their
commitment to human values in socio-cultural field, shall be an important gain for the
future. The crisis faced by the world societies that break away from their values are a
matter of serious concern for all. In order for African nations not to live the same process,
while the self values of the continent's peoples should be preserved, the changing world
order should be closely followed and opportunities for profiting from the positive directions
should be researched. While some gains obtained from abroad are being evaluated for
the development of the continent, the self-values should also be duly promoted to other
societies with the thought that such may be beneficial to them.

Republic of Turkey thinks that more projects need to be produced in many more areas
such as politics, economy, international relations, education, art, and sports, so as the
world will a free and peaceful environment in the 21st century, and acts in a consistent
manner with such. There is no doubt that one of the bigger expansions in this aspect
will be cooperation under mutual and equal conditions with African countries that are
open to such terms. As long as studies directed to future development of vision are
commenced immediately, and as long as the common conclusion formed as a result
of such, are put into implementation boldly and without delay.

The first of the workshops with the subject, “The Reflection of Global and Regional
Issues to African Countries and Turkey” hold in Ankara on 4t of April 2007, and the
second of the workshops with the subject, “Diplomatic Relations between Turkey and
African Countries” hold in Ankara on 31t of May 2007 was planned by Turkish Asian
Center for Strategic Studies for such a serious and stable future within the scope of
“Thoughts on the Challenges and Possibilities that will Determine the Future for the
Meeting of African countries - Turkish Diplomatic Representatives on Strategic Common
Vision Development”. This project has been planned to be oriented to the diplomatic
mission of African continent in our country, to our businessmen who make investments
in many fields in this continent, and to non-governmental organizations. To follow the
intercontinental developments closely, to correctly analyze the information obtained,
to develop a consistent and applicable vision for a mutual future, and to remove in the
easiest manner possible the interruptions that may occur and to best evaluate the
opportunities that will establish mutual benefits, we hope that the next phases of
“Thoughts on the Challenges and Possibilities that will Determine the Future for the
Meeting of African countries - Turkish Diplomatic Representatives on Strategic Common
Vision Development” will also prove beneficial and seriously contribute to the development
of the relations between Turkey and African countries.

Suleyman SENSOY
Chairman of TASAM
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Ambassador, Associate Prof. Ali Engin OBA

Esteemed Chairman, Ambassadors, Distinguished Guests,

The Governments of the Republic of Turkey have given place, in their programs, to
articles that attach importance to relations with Africa. Within the framework of a research
| have conducted in this matter, the fact that programs of the Turkish Governments did
not forget to refer to Africa and especially in the program of the First inénii Government
(20.11.1961-26.6.1962), which coincided with the decolonization period, articles
mentioning how Turkey welcomed the decolonization of Africa and many countries
joining the United Nations Organization after becoming independent, in the post-Bandung
Conference stage held between 18- 24th April 1955, stand out. In the program, the
wish to see these countries achieve prosperity and well being is also stated.

Turkish diplomacy has always tried to follow Africa closely and has shown efforts to
develop relations with this continent within the priorities of the Turkish Foreign Policy.
The unique position of Turkey has led it to be engaged in many more challenges of
various sorts on the international stage compared with other countries. The fact that
Turkey is heir to an empire, with rich traditions of governance, is evaluated as a matter
that requires it to be involved in a great continent such as Africa. Within the light of this
tradition of governance, the experience Ottoman Africa brings has contributed to the
development of relations of Turkey with this continent, and the idea of knowing Africa
better, to assist it in resolving its issues, and to have more exposure in this continent
as a regional power has found support by the decision makers of Turkish Foreign Policy.
Turkey is also aware of the point that African countries are to be taken into consideration
in the execution of foreign policy. In fact, Ankara is well aware of the importance the
53 large and small African countries have, with regards to its national interests during
the voting. Various enterprises undertaken with these countries for the development
of relations have not been realized due to civil war, disturbances and other instabilities
encountered in Africa until recently. This situation and pressures of the priorities of
Turkish foreign policy have prevented the focusing of sufficient interest in Africa, and
the Turkish-African relations were left on their own.

Turkish-African relations have experienced a major transformation in the last period,
as of 1998, and the expansion to Africa program entered a new phase at the time Mr.
ismail Cem acted as the Minister of Foreign Affairs, with the support of Ambassador
Korkmaz Haktanir, Undersecretary, and the efforts of Ambassador Numan Hazar,
Coordinator for Africa.
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The historic meeting of the Republic of Turkey Ambassadors resident at Africa, held
in Ankara in June of 1998, constitutes another important milestone in the determination
of our policies oriented towards Africa.

The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey has also attempted the
establishment of an Africa Study Center at one of our universities, in order to better
know Africa; a draft directive was prepared by the Ministry for this purpose. However,
this center has not become active in spite of all of our efforts.

The Turkish-African relations unfortunately entered into an idle period as was the case
in the past, it was overlooked with the affect of priorities of the Turkish foreign policy,
and this situation lasted until AK Party government in 2003.

The new Government and primarily distinguished Minister of Foreign Affairs, Abdullah
Gul, upon my assignment to Kinshasa (Democratic Republic of Congo), and at the
farewell visit | made, stated to me in person that special importance would be attached
to Africa, he asked me to invite the Foreign Ministers of countries | was accredited to,
namely Democratic Republic of Congo, Republic of Congo, Central African Republic,
Angola, Gabon and Burundi in his name to our country, and said that he was ready to
provide material and moral support in order to develop relations with these countries.

While accepting the newly assigned Ambassadors, the distinguished Prime Minister
has stressed the importance of developing existing relations with Africa.

AK Party Government, announced the year 2005, as the “Africa Year” with the purpose
of further advancing African relations and while the distinguished Prime Minister visited
Ethiopia and South Africa in March of 2005, within this context, he also visited Sudan
following the 18t Arab League Summit held between the dates of 27th- 29t March 2006.
The distinguished Prime Minister furthermore participated in the Opening Session of
the 8th Regular Summit of African Union as the guest of distinguished Konare, Chairman
of the African Union Commission and has delivered a speech of historical significance.

In the speech he delivered at Ethiopia Peace and Development Institute on March 2,
2005, distinguished Prime Minister Erdogan provided information on the Turkish Foreign
Policy, and after asking for support to our nomination at UN Security Council for the
2009-2010 period, he emphasized Turkey's view on Africa, and stated that Turkey has
not felt itself distant from Africa, neither from a geographical nor emotional perspective,
highlighted the fact that African people have endured many difficulties through history
and that now they have risen like a lion, and explained that Turkey defines Africa with
words of honor and power.

In the speech he delivered at the African Union Summit, distinguished Prime Minister
emphasized the importance of African Union, discussed our view of Africa, the importance
of this continent and the Turkish-African relations. Within this context, distinguished
Prime Minister explained that Turkey wishes to support the peace, democracy,
development and prosperity efforts of African Union and African nations, the desire of
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Turkey “as a friend of African people, to work together in the path of regional cooperation,
peace and sustainable development”, and that Turkey is determined to provide support
in the struggles against each and every serious issue from famine to unemployment,
from epidemics to ethnic conflicts. In his speech, distinguished Prime Minister furthermore
referred to the Darfur and Somali conflicts and stated that Turkey's expansion to Africa
will continue in the coming years.

Foreign Minister, distinguished Abdullah Gul also attached importance to Africa in the
address he gave to the United Nations General Assembly on September 22, 2006. The
statements of the distinguished Minister explicitly display the view of Turkish Foreign
Policy with regards to Africa. In his address, Mr. Gl said in essence that the fate of
Africa is our common fate, and we cannot stay detached from the difficult challenges
of the continent, we cannot abandon Africa.

The above developments related to Africa, show that Turkey does not intend to neglect
its relations with Africa from now on. “African lobby” formed by Ambassadors and
Diplomats who have served in Africa within the body of the Turkish Foreign Affairs
Ministry, exerts efforts in the direction of moving existing relations with this continent
forward.

Turkey has furthermore made its effectiveness in Africa more tangible regarding the
subject of development assistance by the mediation of TIKA. The TIKA agencies at
Addis Ababa, Khartoum and Dakar, have become main instruments in the effectiveness
of Turkish Foreign Policy in Africa, through the development assistance of Turkey, which
has reached an important amount.

Turkey desires to further improve its relations with Africa in the coming period, to make
its representation in Africa more pronounced for this purpose, to reinforce its visibility
in this continent by opening new resident Embassies. Turkey also wishes the number
of Embassies from Africa to increase in Ankara. Opening of Embassies by countries
where we have resident Embassies should be ensured. Within this framework, | have
undertaken the necessary initiatives to have a Democratic Republic of Congo Embassy
to be established in Ankara, while on assignment in Kinshasa. The opening in Ankara
of an Embassy by Kenya, where we have a resident Embassy, should also be realized
at the same time.

Distinguished members of the audience, another important dimension in developing
our relations with Africa is to increase the number of scientific organizations in Turkey,
which will enable us to better know Africa. | would like to stress the importance of
International Turkish African Congresses organized by TASAM within this context.
Likewise, it is time for our universities to show interest in the countries of the continent,
their languages and cultures. Turkish-African relations are not only under the monopoly
of Ministry of Foreign Affairs, but expect all sections of the Turkish society to show
interest.

| would like to thank you for your interest.
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Ambassador Numan HAZAR

Diplomatic Adviser of the Minister of National Defense

Former Ambassador/Permanent Representative to Nigeria, the Council of Europe
and UNESCO

l. Introduction

| would like to make my presentation basically in four chapters. The first will focus on
historical background. Because when we study Turkish-African diplomatic relations,
first, we should know the historical background of Turkey's relations with all African
continent. The second chapter will be on feelings in Africa towards Turkey in general.
The third chapter will be the status of diplomatic relations between Turkey and African
countries. In the fourth chapter, | will study the future of diplomatic relations.

Il. Historical Background

When we take into consideration the historical background of Turkey's relations with
Africa we can see that Ottoman Empire was also on African continent. But we should
always keep in mind the fact that the Ottoman Empire was not a colonial empire. It was
a peace system like Roman Empire. It was Pax-Ottomanica. Because, at that time there
was no colonialism. The system on which Ottoman Empire was based is very much
different. So then the role of Ottoman Empire at that time was different.

In North Africa, particularly, the role of Ottoman Empire was to protect North Africa from
Spanish colonialism, starting from Algeria, Tunisia and Libya. On the other hand, the
Ottoman Empire's role in East Africa was to protect it from the penetration of the
Portuguese colonialization.

For these reasons | referred to, the perception of the Ottoman Empire in Africa is very
much different, since the Ottoman Empire was always considered as liberator in North
Africa and also in East Africa. So, the Ottoman Empire was in Algeria, Tunisia, Libya
(Tripolitania), and also in Egypt and at a later stage in Sudan. In East Africa Ottomans
made efforts to prevent Portuguese penetration. As a result, part of Somalia, Djibouti,
Erythrea and also Harar Province in Northern Ethiopia became parts of the Ottoman
Empire. This region was called at that time the province of Abyssinia.

The Ottoman Empire had intensive relations with various part of Africa. During the reign
of Sultan Abdulhamid Il Ottoman Empire had close relations with Zanzibar Island.
Zanzibar's sultan visited Istanbul and also Ottoman's sultan sent at that time special
envoys to Zanzibar.
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In 1575 a defense pact was concluded between Ottoman Empire and Kanem Bornu
State which included today's northern Nigeria, northern Cameroon, Mali and Chad
during the reign of Sultan Mai Idris Aloma of Kanem Bornu and Ottoman Sultan Murat
Il.

Another fact was that the Moslems in various parts of Africa wanted to get Islamic
scholars or imams from Istanbul as it was the case of Nigeria and South Africa. All these
indicate that close relations existed between Ottoman Empire and African countries.
For example at a later stage, during the colonization process Ottoman Empire had
always opposed the colonization process of Africa by great powers of the time like
France and Great Britain. One of these developments was a decision to partition the
Great Sahara by Great Britain and France. So, Ottoman Empire opposed that idea.
France and Great Britain referred to a decision made during the Berlin Congress in
1876 which gave them the right to partition the Great Sahara. France declared that she
was acting in conformity with the principle of hinterland recognized at the Berlin Congress.
France said since she had sovereignty in Algeria and Tunisia she had also right in the
Sahara as hinterland of these countries. The Ottoman Empire opposed this idea. For
the same token, the Great Britain claimed Darfour in Sudan within the context of the
partition of the Sahara. The Ottoman Empire protested the partition in 1890 and in 1902
in London, in Paris and in Istanbul through diplomatic representations made to the
Ministries of the Foreign Affairs of these countries as well as to the Embassies in
Istanbul.

These facts give an idea about the relations of Ottoman Empire with Africa.

In 1830 when the French occupied Algeria, the Algerian national hero Abdelkader was
put in prison and later he was taken to France. Then Ottoman Empire insisted that he
should be liberated. Upon the request of the Ottoman Empire, Abdelkader was liberated
and sent to Turkey. He lived a couple of years in Bursa, Turkey. However, in the aftermath
of an earthquake in Bursa he was afraid and he decided to leave for Damascus which
was a part of Ottoman Empire at that time. In this way, Ottoman Empire wanted to
protect the Algeria's national hero.

In 1911, Italy tried to occupy Tripolitania or today's Libya. Then many Ottoman officers
including Mustafa Kemal Atatlrk passed to Libya through Egypt in order to help Libyans
in their battle against Italians as voluntaries.

lll. African Feelings towards Turkey

So, now | just pass to the feelings of Africans towards Turkey. The historical context
is a reflection of African feelings towards Turkey. As | earlier said Turkey/ Ottoman
Empire was considered as liberator in North Africa, in Algeria, Libya, and Tunisia. And
also in Sudan there are always friendly feelings. This is also my personal impression.
We can say the same thing when we talk about East Africa.

’|\/\ C )'/\ /\/\ TURK ASYA STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI 33

TURKISH ASIAN CENTER FOR STRATEGIC STUDIES



DIPLOMATIC RELATIONS BETWEEN
AFRICAN COUNTRIES AND TURKEY

As we all know that, in general, geography determines political conflicts, problems and
sometimes friendship also. This is not a secret rule in geopolitics. | think, for that reason,
Turkey is so distant to have geopolitical problems with Africa.

Turkey has always been considered by Africans as a close and friendly country. This
is very positive ground for Turkey's relations with African continent as a whole. So, at
the later stage as we always observed that Turkey's struggle for national liberation, for
her national independence under the leadership of Mustafa Kemal Atatirk has had a
very strong impact in Africa and on African peoples as a model to be followed. Because
it was the first war of national liberation against Great Powers of Europe. On the other
hand, Atatlrk's reforms also influenced many African countries, Moslems, and Christians
alike.

Another reason of African sympathy for Turkey is the fact that the majority of Turkey's
populations are Moslems. This state of affairs created sympathy for Turkey in all Moslems
of Africa. African Moslems in some cases preferred to learn Islam or develop the
knowledge of Islam through Ottoman or Turkish imams or scholars. Some African
students came to Turkey to learn Islam and to have religious education in schools here.

As far as Christian Africans are concerned, they also look at Turkey with keen interest
and sympathy, due to secular structure of Turkish state. This is also natural because
secular state respects freedom of religion. All these indicate that, Moslems, and Christians
in Africa have very positive feelings towards Turkey.

| mentioned these elements, because they have quite a big influence on Turkey's
relations with all African countries.

IV. The status of diplomatic relations of Turkey with African countries

I will now dwell on the status of diplomatic relations of Turkey with African countries.
With earlier independence of African Arab states, Turkey recognized immediately the
independences of all these countries and established diplomatic relations and also
opened resident embassies in Rabat (Morocco), in Alger (Algeria), in Tunis (Tunisia),
in Tripoli (Libya), in Cairo (Egypt), and in Khartoum (Sudan). In another part of Africa
in Ethiopia, Turkey has always had an embassy in Addis Ababa, since Ethiopia was
always an independent country.

Turkey always attached particular importance to the freedom of African peoples and
also supported independence of African countries through the process of decolonization
which led to the independence of the majority of black African countries.

First, Turkey recognized independence of all the newly independent states. The first
black African country acceding to the independence was Ghana, under the leadership
of N'krumah. Turkey, after she recognized the independence of Ghana also opened a
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resident embassy in Accra. Ghana's leader N'krumah was a respectable leader. He
was also a very important figure in the Non-Aligned Movement at that time.

As far as Nigeria is concerned, even before the independence of Nigeria before 1960s,
Turkey had a general consulate in Lagos, the capital city of Nigeria. It was converted
later to embassy. Other embassies were also opened at a later stage in Kinshasa
(Democratic Republic of Congo), in Dakar (Senegal), in Nairobi (Kenya), in Mogadishu
(Somalia), in Dar es Salam (Tanzania), and with end of apartheid regime in Pretoria
(South Africa). Thus, we had 15 embassies resident in all African continents. Nevertheless,
we had to close down three of these embassies. Accra and Dar es Salaam for economic
reasons. The Turkish embassy in Mogadishu was closed down for obvious reasons
because of internal strife in this country. This is the general status of Turkey's diplomatic
representations in Africa.

V. A Prospective outlook: the future of Turkey's diplomatic relations and
representation in Africa

Now | just come to the issue of the future of Turkey's diplomatic relations in Africa. |
will underline here a prospective outlook. First, | can just tell you that, as far as | see
it, at present, diplomatic representation of Turkey in Africa is not sufficient. | believe,
Turkey, should have more resident embassies in Africa, because there are many sizable
countries in Africa which may require resident embassies like Tanzania, Ghana, Angola,
Uganda, Mozambique, Madagascar, Zimbabwe, Cameroon and Cdéte d'lvoire.

When we just proposed an action plan for Africa in 1998, we also proposed to open
various resident embassies in African countries. We asked our delegations accredited
to United Nations in New York, in Geneva and in Vienna to make a study on the subject.
At the end, we decided that we should open, first, three embassies, one is in Accra
(rather reopening of our Embassy in Accra), then, in Harare (Zimbabwe) and in Abidjan
(Cote d'lvoire). But, when we tried to reopen our embassy in Accra, we could not do it
due the financial difficulties. As far as the other two capitals were concerned, we couldn't
make it because of various internal political problems or civil war in these two capitals,
Harare and Abidjan.

In our action plan, we also proposed that we should have direct accreditation of
ambassadors from Ankara to various sizable African countries. Because this is a measure
that is applied by various countries. When we can not have resident embassy for
financial reasons, we can appoint an ambassador, a rowing ambassador from Ankara
to the capital of a given African country. Nordic countries and Benelux countries have
such a practice in Africa and in Asia. At that time we had even chosen some countries
such as Tanzania and Cameroon for accreditation of Ambassadors directly from Ankara.

Nevertheless, our authorities said it was impossible for us, under our legislation, to
establish a temporary embassy mission and to appoint an ambassador through the
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method of direct accreditation from the Turkish capital to another country. This was, as
we thought, a measure to alleviate the problem of low level of diplomatic representation.
We proposed that under this system, when we can not have a resident Embassy, due
to financial reasons, we could send an ambassador from Ankara for a given period of
time in a year to make some representations and to fulfill his diplomatic mission in the
post where he is accredited.

As Ambassador Oba mentioned the Turkish government declared the year of 2005 as
the year of Africa. Our Prime Minister Mr. R.T. Erdogan declared also quite recently that
Turkey should open many embassies in various African countries. Five new embassies
were proposed. | believe that it is not enough to open an embassy. When you open an
embassy you should equip it and provide many other facilities. So in our actions plan
in 1998, we also suggested that we should equip some of our embassies in Africa as
full fledged embassies. It means fully functional embassies. If you appoint an ambassador
and only a second secretary, such an Embassy can not function fully. A full fledged
Embassy means an Embassy with auxiliary staff including commercial counselor. We
proposed in our action plan in 1998 to have such a full fledged Embassy one in West
Africa and another one in East Africa. The problem is always low level of diplomatic
representation. But, we can solve this problem.

There was also the problem of low level of representation of African countries in Ankara.
Nevertheless, during recent years more African embassies were opened in Ankara.

All these | referred to up to now was bilateral aspect of our relations, bilateral aspect
of diplomatic relations. But it is not the only aspect of Turkey's diplomatic relations with
African countries. Turkey's diplomatic relations with African countries are not confined
only to bilateral context. We also attach importance to our cooperation with African
countries within the context of international organizations. Turkey is always trying to
help Africa and to contribute a lot to the projects concerning African countries; Turkey
is also contributing to various efforts in international institutions, aimed at resolving or
at least alleviating problems of African countries.

Here | conclude my remarks. First, let me thank you all for your presence here this
evening. | would also like to express my sincere thanks to TASAM for the successful
organization of this event and congratulate all who contributed to the realization of this
meeting.

Last but not least, | would like to express my warmest thanks and gratitude to all
ambassadors and representatives from various African countries, present here, for their
participation.
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Mohamed El Hassan Ahmed El HAJ
Ambassador of Sudan

| am really honor to be in this organization which is quite representatives very experienced
ambassadors on right and on left, experienced the personal of United Nation fellow
diplomats, and ambassadors from the African countries. This is really very rich gathering,
and | thank you Mr. President for very need cut and dried preparations for this meeting.
And then | thank the previous speakers' better knowledgeable ambassadors on myself
and | would like just to go straight into the subject.

Sudan is the very heart of Africa. So, probably | would be my fellow ambassadors speak
of Africa, speak of Sudan has been Africa would be allowed to speak on behalf
ambassadors, because really the Sudan historically was the most of Africa. The word
Sudan used to be given to countries now from the Red Sea to the Atlantic Ocean. That
is history. The whole of Ethiopia and recently part of Ethiopia, Eritrea, Djibouti, Sudan,
Chad until you go that was the Sudan. If you go to Ottoman Empire accords, you would
find very big map which region is known as Sudan.

The relationships between Africa in general and Sudan of course starting way back
even before the Ottoman Empire way back in history. You know the commerce, traffic,
the Silk Road had contacted to pass by the Red Sea at that time then by line through
the Syria and then through Tunisia, Algeria.

The relations between Turkey and Africa in general was really well established very
rich in many ways. Hundreds and hundreds of years ago, the common factor of course
between Turkey needless to say and the African countries mostly of course are common
tradition. Well when | came here as an ambassador to Ankara, | never felt the differences
honestly speaking. | have been to Europe, to Geneva, to England everywhere, but
when | came here, | felt at home. Because, the tradition is almost the same, it has
always been the same. There is a language barrier, but | think we all know that %40
of Turkish language is originally Arabic and therefore it is very easy to pick up the
language was considering the tradition. It has always been the same there is no cultural
gap as it refers to between Africa and Turkey there is no cultural gap. As to the Sudan
speaking specifically of Darfour which is a very hot issue now people are looking attend
from very wrong angle will be attend from very right angle.

Darfour years back only part in Africa that took part in fighting with the Ottoman Empire
in the First World War. That is a historical fact. Actually, Darfour is very well known to
be very it was independent of the Sudan at that time. | am talking now it was independent
state called Sultanate of Darfour. Historically hundreds of years back they had very big
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religious role to play with the Ottoman Empire and before the Ottoman Empire in Darfour.
They used to prefer the mahmir and they were took it from Darfour; they bring it to
Istanbul for writing verse of Koran in Istanbul. They were exported and then there will
be a joint expedition between people of Darfour, from people of Istanbul and they are
going to Mecca every year. This has been going on for hundreds and hundreds of year.
Hundreds of years back the relations has been culturally speaking, religiously speaking,
historically speaking, you should not to be surprise as Ambassador or as Turks here
to see that there are neighborhoods in Turkey here which are hundreds and thousand
of Sudanese origin.

In the West of Turkey between Ankara, Istanbul, and Izmir all that we have neighborhoods,
| visited total neighborhoods of Sudanese origin now there are Turkish people of course,
but Sudanese origin. Now we also the beauty queen of Turkey three years back was
originally Sudanese. The most outstanding wrestler in Turkey is also originally Sudanese
and it proves that the relationships with Sudan probably. Africa in general is very rich,
but in the Sudan we have many many Turkish families, Turkish names, intermarriages
even now a lot of Turks businessman. They go to Sudan and they get married with
Sudanese ladies same things happen to here. Therefore these relations are really the
cornerstone the bed of economic, political, diplomatic, relationship and therefore this
is true partly or totally in the whole of Africa speaking behalf of African friends and
historically presently actually the African population with the Turks. | think there is that
sort of intimacies is that dictates on ashore whether in Africa or whether in Turkey to
promoting to the aspired level. We are trying very hard, but there is a well to go. So,
we are covering the historically very quickly and shortly between Africa. Sudan presents
Africa. The North Africa the heart of Africa even South of Sahara the relationships are
the basic the cornerstone the root of relationship are there, but they need to be developed
in what way. This is the second point. | would like to talk about as the Excellencies, |
point of 2005 the year for Africa that gave the spirit of promotion relationship between
Turkey and Africa. | was lucky to make history here. Because we are honored Excellencies
and Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdogan ever in history Turkish Prime Minister to join
the Arab Summit in Khartoum, and it was always the first Turkish Prime Minister to join
the African Union Summit in Addis Ababa. This is history actually and this is a longing
point. It is a longing point as far as Sudan is considered, we have succeed in year
2006 to make target exchange visits between highly responsible people in Turkey and
the Sudan. | had about seven Turkish ministers visited to Sudan. His Excellencies State
Minister Kursat TUzmen visited to Sudan three times. Therefore these are really good.
We have exchanged six or seven Sudanese Ministers who visited to Turkey. We have
a lot of agreements and we have Joint Ministers Commission between Turkey and the
Sudan which is active which means every year and this is also true for Algeria, for
Tunisia, for Morocco. It is also true, | think for Senegal as well. The promotion relationship
we also have TIKA which is doing a lot of excellent work. It is surprising the amount of
work has been done by TIKA in Sudan which is started in May 2006. It is only one year
but if you see that, what has been done in Sudan by TIKA majored by that time it is a
miracle this is one thing.
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The second thing in Sudan, in Darfour especially, we have the Turkish Red Crescent
which also immediately after the visit of His Excellency of Prime Minister, the Turkish
Red Crescent was there. They have very famous hospital which is called desert hospital.
It serves the whole of Darfour not only Darfour, but also refugees, immigrants from
Chad, from Central Africa even from Senegal. The people come and they are treated
very well in this hospital. Therefore, the presence of Turkey in Sudan in general as TIKA
to serve official bilateral relations between ministerial concerns or whether between the
TIKA and Turkish Red Crescent. | am really very proud to say this in a loud voice.
Things are going out very rapidly, because it reflects so long belief determination of
political authorities in the Sudan and in Turkey as well. No matter what happens
whenever talk politics with Turkey, we established social relations, culture relations,
and sport relations, economic relations. These are what we concentrate on as African
Embassies. Because there is no question of politics.

The basic point of relationship with Turkey has always been achieved always continued
to be. Because the African countries look Turkey as a country which has no political
agenda and as a country which is genuine. We are now in era after globalization which
we have swaps roles. Swap roles in the sense that we work with countries more near
to you. In Sudan as an example and this is quite sure for whole Africa and countries |
am speaking, we turn to East, India, Pakistan, China, Malaysia, Korea, because we
need to find near easy relationships which really departure from the old historical
relationships between the Africa and colonizers. | don't want to do this very much, but
historically you know the relationship between Africa and Colonizer was alone side of
the relationship. It was almost for the benefit of colonizers that is all.

| can draw the attention of His Excellency Kursat TiUzmen and the people in the foreign
trade. We had a very bad experience with the colonizers. Africa is full of natural resources;
they kept these natural resources at minimum prices. They go they transform it to into
added value and they come back to sell it us very expensively.

So, in establishing relationship between Turkey and Africa in general, we should take
this point very much in mind. Newly and excellent sort of fair relationship between Africa
and Turkey in that in the past we had a very bad experience of people, actually smuggling
our natural resources.

Colonizers used to smuggle our natural resources. This time, we are here to hold hand
in hand to cooperate in building economic relationship on healthy grounds between
Africa and Turkey. | was very glad on the strategy made by Ministry of Foreign Trade
which | studied very carefully. There is a plan for Turkey to go into Africa to address
added value not to import normative ness but to address added value so that they
import from all of Africa either semi finished products or finished products. And this is
a cornerstone of healthy relationship and should be continued between Africa and
Turkey. This is very important. Because we had a very bad experience in the past we
need to develop.
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Secondly, and | am going to take this second part of this session, but we think that the
strategic position of Turkey; three continents very near to Africa with a lot of opportunities
could be done between Turkey and Africa in the sense that the African continent has
great difficulty to access to European markets. | think being bridge which is a very
important point that Turkey could be a bridge for African economy and African commerce
to get into a Europe through Turkey and this is very healthy attitude.

What happens to promote Turkish- African relationship? | am not going to talk about
opening embassies, their Excellencies have covered this era very elaborately. But, |
am going to take that it is not just diplomacy that concentrates the relations between
the nations. We have to be very careful. For instance, Sudan could be example for the
countries that for last 14-15 years used to participate with Turkey in their child day 23rd
April.

For the last 15 years, we had children coming from Sudan every year. This had as a
small example a very big impact of the relationship between Turkey and the Sudan.
This should be universalized that all African countries we have sort of cultural relationship,
sport relationship, exchanging visits a continuous traffic between people. Diplomat is
a diplomat he has got his own constrains. But, people don't have any constrains. The
base of successful commercial relationship, the base of successful economic relationship,
the base of successful political relationship between Turkey and Africa is an interaction
of people. And therefore there should be more important target rather than opening
embassies; it should encourage exchange visits at very levels, children, youths, cultural
activities. We know that Turkey has a very excellent experience in basketball, football
these things and this can establish concrete relationship much easier for political
relationship we know that as Excellencies said the whole Africa supports Turkey in
going to Security Council 2009-2010. Turkey is very important growing country, second
largest member of NATO, great potential great human resources. Africa has problems
they need to be supported in international organizations. So, we need expect to find
more role of Turkish support to all African nations in their problems regionally and
internationally. It is good to say that Turkey has very elaborate strong media, we are
in Africa suffering. We can not lead the European media; we can not lead the other
Western media. In Turkey, they have the ability, they have their institutions and therefore
we also expect help from Turkey in Africa to establish sort of relationship the fact only
the near fact that Africa should be reflected honestly and clearly to the media and to
the people in the whole of Europe.

This is also a role that Turkey could play very well to establish further, strengthen
relationship. There will be no problems as far as | can see in the near future political
problems with Turkey and any African country.

What we see and we would like to see is much strong cooperation the example | gave
the Sudan, in 1.5 years we had great presence. In 2005 we had only 15 companies in
the Sudan; we have more than 74 companies now. And the number is going up and
therefore this is just the sign it is not a target itself but it is sign. In conclusion, | have
three points to make historically. No problem traditionally, no problem culturally, no
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problem our common interest we have. | am a strategist. But, the threats facing Turkey
are the very same serious threats facing Africa.

Therefore, we are on the same boat. Some countries they don't like Turkey to develop.
They are creating problems whether in Cyprus, in Armenia, in Iraq whatever it is creating
problems, even internal problems for Turkey. Same things are happening in Sudan,
Algeria, Senegal, Morocco, and Tunisia. It is happening in everywhere. Because there
is somebody in the background who doesn't want Turkey or African countries to flourishing
peace to develop and to progress. We are all in the same boat. If we are aware of this
very important point that Turkey and Africa are all in the same boat there is some hidden
force or forces don't want Turkey to develop. His Excellency mentioned the problems
are tried to be build the fact that in Darfour. | say one thing: the richest region in Africa
is Darfour.

You can understand what the problem is and, if you look at Africa the whole, problems
are in the countries where there is a largest potential of natural resources. Sudan,
Angola, Democratic Republic of Congo whatever you have if you look around your side,
the problems are there in African countries with the most possibilities of natural resources.
| can not say any more. But, | only stress that we need to hold hand in hand in Africa
and Turkey. We have to do more not through traditional way of diplomacy and all be
involved socially, as community, as anything to believe in one thing. We have the same
destiny, we have the same desire, and we have same determination to achieve our
goals if we hold hand in hand.
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THE SECOND PART OF THE WORKSHOP:
Opinions and Recommendations

In the second part of the meeting, the 3 International Turkish-African Summit that will
be held in December 2007 was discussed. Chairman of TASAM Sileyman $ensoy
stated that the diplomatic relations between Turkey and Africa have been in the process
of development and growth economically and socially as these are led by the diplomacy.
Mr. Sensoy added that, TASAM, a civil society organization, since its establishment has
been showing every effort to contribute to the development of these relations and said
that TASAM plans to organize the 3 International Turkish-African Summit between the
dates 4th-6th December 2007 as it did in the years 2005 and 2006 with the 1st and the
2nd International Turkish-African Congresses, but this time the organization will be titled
as a Summit instead of a Congress. He also stated that the main concept of the Summit
is planned to be “African Unity”. When we look at the road map that is followed with
regard to this event we are reminded that Chairman of African Union Commission Prof.
Alpha Oumar Konare and TASAM Africa Institute Director Assoc. Prof. Ahmet Kavas
had a meeting in Addis Ababa on the subject.

At the end of the month of June, Chairman of TASAM Stuleyman $Sensoy and TASAM
Africa Institute Director Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ahmet Kavas will be visiting His Excellency
Konare to have a second meeting and as such the process will pick up pace. Furthermore,
it was stated that a series of meetings with the executives of economic, social and
cultural institutions in Africa are also planned and that these will take place in Addis
Ababa.

It was also stated that TASAM would like two more events, emphasizing the importance
of art and culture, to be added to the 3 International Turkish-African Congress and
that these were in the agenda in the last year's congress too but could not be approached
due to the time limitations imposed. The first one of these events would be the “African
Film Festival” that is planned to take place simultaneously with the summit in cooperation
with Kadir Has University and second event that is planned to take place at the same
time as the African Summit would be the Strategic Vision Awards Ceremony through
which TASAM awards individuals and institutions both in the country and abroad, active
in the fields such as the Statesman, bureaucrat, journalist and academician of the year.
It was stated that TASAM intends to run this program that would become even richer
with the contributions of attending guests in the form of their opinions and
recommendations, in the best possible way.

Mr. Attila G. Kizilarslan, Head of Department at Republic of Turkey Undersecretariat
of the Prime Ministry for Foreign Trade has taken the stage in this part of the meeting
and emphasized the two fundamental problems in Africa, stating that these are oriented
towards the industries other than infrastructure and petroleum. He also reminded that
an increase of one percent in the world trade share of Africa will contribute to the
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economy an amount equal to seven times the annual total grants flowing into the
Continent. He also emphasized the fact that the conditions of health would benefit from
the investments and Africa as a Continent would be in a better position compared to
its present state. Mr. Kizilarslan furthermore stated these points must be taken into
consideration and as such discussions on the subject must be held in the 31 Congress
may prove to be beneficial.

Sudan Ankara Ambassador His Excellency Mohamed El Hassan Ahmed EI Haj on the
other hand stated that the subjects requiring discussion in the 3¢ Congress are the
transfer of technology, and the financial cooperation between the Africa Development
Bank, Islamic Development Bank and Turkish Eximbank. He added that a Turkish bank
operating from Africa would directly contribute to the mutual relations and the development
of the trade relationships. The Ambassador moreover emphasized the importance of
publishing a magazine on Africa and stated that it is of great importance to know the
state of affairs in various African States and developments taking place and that another
similar source that would give information on the latest developments in Turkey as well
as the Turkish Companies will be beneficial in terms of mutual relationships and that
it would be important to discuss the subject in the summit.

Mr. Kizilarslan took the stage following the Ambassador and stated that in the year
2003, Turkey has put into implementation the strategy for the “Improvement of Economic
and Trade Relations with Africa” and that the said strategy will contribute to the efforts
spent to prevent poverty in the region, while supporting sustainable development and
prevent the continent from distancing itself from the core, in this age of globalization.
Mr. Kizilarslan also stated that poverty is not something to do with fate and added that
in the year 2006 the “1st Turkish-African Foreign Trade Summit” was organized with the
contributions of several businessmen from Africa and Turkey and TUSKON and the 2nd
Summit also took place very recently and the attempts made by the parties constitute
an important opportunity to establish a common platform among the parties involved.
Mr. Kizilarslan commented that “these developments will have significant contributions
to the trade volume” and added that the civil society organizations are playing effective
roles in the process and a relationship going back in time was already established
between Turkey and the countries in North Africa however, sufficient knowledge is not
available with regard to the other countries and it is required to create an awareness
between the parties with regard to the subject.

The Ambassador of Algeria His Excellency Smail Allaoua stressed the importance of
NEPAD (New Partnership for Africa's Development) and stated that this organization
must be discussed within the scope of the Congress.

Later on Former Ambassador of Congo Democratic Republic Assoc. Prof. Ali Engin
Oba has taken the stage and stated that the economic relations must be given emphasis
and added that economic and commercial issues must be established and the related
solutions must be discussed. His Excellency Oba furthermore stated that it would prove
beneficial to have the members of the Turkish Press present in the meeting and the
press may play an important role in reflecting the trade potential of Africa.
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Assoc. Prof. Ahmet Kavas the Director of TASAM African Institute said that he has given
information to the Chairman of African Union Commission Prof. Alpha Oumar Konare
on the workshops organized by TASAM, in their meeting that was held in Addis Ababa
and that His Excellency Konare stated his pleasure and commented that such an attempt
is a very significant step taken in the development of the relationships between Turkey
and Africa and furthermore it is an important activity to be undertaken.

His Excellency Konare, moreover, stated that when it happens Turkey's full membership
with the EU will carry great importance for Africa too, but in the mean time, even if the
subject matter membership is delayed, it would present further opportunities for the
relations between Africa and Turkey to be developed.

Mr. Kavas stated that primarily the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and TIKA as well as other
establishments must help make Africa aware of the activities undertaken by TASAM
since the year 2004. Mr. Kavas added that TASAM intends to contribute even further
to the existing relations and stated their wish with regard to the news of such meetings
organized with the contributions of private and public institutions to take place in the
African Press as much as they do in the Turkish Press. He also said that they are
following up the activities of TUSKON on the subject very closely.

Mr. Kavas emphasized the fact that a very important future oriented goal such as the
Union of African States has been determined and such a strong unity will help strengthen
the mutual relations supported with the friendship and contributions of Turkey providing
great benefits to the parties involved and making possible for the historical bridges and
connections to be mended in the 21st century.

Assoc. Prof. Sedat Aybar the Director of African Studies Department at Kadir Has
University commented that the relations with Africa are at their development stage and
that the awareness must be increased on both sides in the 21st century and the scientific
research studies as well as the cultural, social and historical appearance of Africa carries
great importance. Mr. Aybar furthermore stated that the Exchange of technical information
and skills between the parties may have significant effects.

The Ambassador of Algeria His Excellency Smail Allaoua has taken the stage and
commented about the frustration he felt with regard to the lack of attention paid by the
Turkish Press to the problems experienced in the Continent of Africa and he added that
the news and articles pertaining to the region are obtained from other foreign news
agencies and it would be beneficial for the members of the Turkish press to be represented
in Africa.

Chairman of TASAM Sileyman $ensoy has taken the stage following the speech given
by the Ambassador and stated that the relationships were effected negatively due to
the 1st World War and he is not of the opinion that the Turkish Press distances itself
from Africa intentionally and the source of the problem here is the lack of communication,
and information as well as the lack of understanding with regard to the subject. He
continued by saying that the mutually arranged meetings will help improve the
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communication between the people and furthermore the necessary acceleration in pace
will be achieved with the involvement of media and he added that it is their intention
to invite media to the Congress and evaluate media as a subheading in the meetings
while making sure that they receive the pertinent documentation.

Mr. Nevzat Yesiler the Coordinator of TIKA African Countries, has provided general
information pertaining to the activities of TIKA in the region and stated that they opened
their first office in the year 2005 in Ethiopia and that they established a representative
office in Sudan in the year 2006 followed by another office in Senegal.

Mr. Yesiler stated that they have many projects involving SAGA (Sub-Saharan Countries)
countries and in the countries that they do not have any offices they send technical
teams to determine the projects that may have potential.

While the agricultural project involving Senegal, Burkina Faso, Guinea, Guinea Bissasu
and Mali was commented on, it was also stated that the donations collected by civil
society organizations in Turkey and distributed by TIKA has helped support the agenda
of Chad, Central African Republic and Tanzania. It was also stated that a team will be
sent from Turkey to Senegal for health scanning, and a group of specialists is involved
in a research study regarding a school project and projects are continuously received
through embassies located in various African States. Finally, information was provided
with regard to professional training project that will be started in Nigeria and neighboring
countries. It was stated that in 6 to 8 months there will be no SAGA countries left that
TiKA have not been able to reach.

Assoc. Prof. Ali Dere the President of Foreign Relations Directorate at the Religious
Affairs has taken the stage as the last speaker and stated that one of the areas that
is important for Turkey is religion and culture and interpreted the concept of religion as
the gaining of independence by the individuals and societies and the process through
which they acquire their self confidence.

Mr. Dere stated that with regard to these subjects significant steps have not been taken
between Turkey and the Continent of Africa however, they are in the process of
compensating this deficiency and added they intend to make the “African Countries
Religious Leaders Summit” more effective. Dere emphasized the fact that they also
place great importance on the development of mutual relations with the African countries
on the subject of education and added that they have a project involving 20 African
Countries, through which they plan to bring over 5 students to each vocational religious
high school and he also said that they are working on more widespread application of
animal sacrifices through proxies.

Chairman of TASAM Mr. Sensoy thanked all the guests for their contributions as well
as expressing his gratitude to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and other institutions due
to their support and stated he was pleased that UNDP has sent a representative to the
meeting and expressed his wishes for further contributions from UNDP.
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WORKSHOP PARTICIPANT LIST

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey

Kenan TEPEDELEN- Ambassador- African Coordinator

Numan HAZAR- Ambassador- Foreign Policy Adviser of the Minister of National Defense
Assoc. Prof. Ali Engin OBA- Ambassador

The Republic of Turkey Office of Prime Ministry Department of Foreign Relations
llgin ATALAY- Head of Department
Bilal OZDEN- Expert

TIKA
Nevzat YESILER- Coordinator of African Countries

Republic of Turkey Undersecretariat of the Prime Ministry for Foreign Trade
Attila G. KIZILARSLAN- Head of Department

Republic of Turkey Prime Ministry State Planning Organization
Kaan AKDOGAN- Assistant Expert

Ministry of Education External Relations Directorate General
Ziya YEDIYILDIZ- Head of Department

Department of Religious Affairs External Relations Directorate
Dog. Dr. Ali DERE- Chairman

Foreign Economic Relations Board
Suzan CAILLIAU- Group Coordinator

Turkish Exportes Assembly
Mustafa CIKRIKCIOGLU- Member of Executive Committee
Yalin ALPAY- Assistant of Rapporteur

Turkish- African Cultural, Social and Economical Co-operation Association
Prof. Kemalettin OZDEMIR- General Coordinator
Haydar CAGIL- Secretary General

TUSKON
Gokhan MUTCALI- Assistant of African Coordinator
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Petrol Building Foreign Trade and Limited Company
Mehmet YILMAZ- Director

Vahap YILMAZ- Director

Mehmet Siikri EROGLU- Advisor

Kadir Has University
Assist. Prof. Sedat AYBAR- Member of the University

TASAM

Suleyman SENSOY- Chairman

Ahmet KAVAS- Director of African Institute

Gonil ISMAILBEYLI- Director of Ankara Office

Ufuk TEPEBAS- Global and Regional Power Centers Study Group
Murat AYDEMIR- IT Manager

AFRICAN COUNTRIES’S EMBASSIES AND UNDP

Embassy of Senegal
Babacar Carlos MBAYE- Ambassador

Embassy of Sudan
Mohamed El Hassan Ahmed EI HAJ- Ambassador

Embassy of Algeria
Smail ALLAOUA- Ambassador

Embassy of the Kingdom of Morocco
Mhamed IFRIQNE- Counsellor
Muhammad CHAKIB- Counsellor

Salah DUKHAY- Counsellor

Embassy of Egypt
Aly SIRRY- Counsellor
Muhamed MOUNIR- Second Secretary

Embassy of Tunusia
Jamila ELOVAER- Counsellor

Embassy of Libyan Arab Jamahiriya
Siddiqg SULEIMAN- Counsellor

UNDP
Orria GONI- Program Director
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