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SUNUS

Basta ulkemizde bulunan on Afrika buyukelciliginin degerli temsilcileri, yine Bagbakanligimiz
basta olmak Uzere, Digisleri Bakanligimizin ve periyodik olarak bu toplantilara katilan butun
kamu kurumlari ve diger kurumlarin kiymetli temsilcileri tesrifinizden 6tiri hepinize tesekkur
ediyor ve hos geldiniz diyorum.

Bu toplantimizda yurtdisindan da misafirlerimiz var, Paris'ten ve Londra'dan iki gazeteci
beyefendi konusmaci olarak toplantimizi katildilar. Onlara da bu ¢alistaya katiimak igin
katlandiklari zahmetten dolayi tesekkur ediyorum.

Simdi, birgok toplantida hepimizin konustugu bazi seyleri tekrar etmek istemiyorum. Fakat
Afrika kitasi ve Afrika Ulkeleri ile Turkiye arasindaki surekli yikselen bir ivmeyle devam eden
iliskiler dogru bir paralelde bu toplantilari stirdiriiyoruz. Bugiinki 5. calistay "Kiiltirel iligkiler
ve iletisim" baghg altinda gergeklestiriyoruz.

Buglin gelinen noktada hem kita ile hem de Afrika Birligi ile ikili iligkiler istenilen seviyede
olmasa da eskiye oranla ¢ok ciddi bir ivme kaydetmis durumdadir. Bunun en dnemli gostergesinin
de 2008 sonbaharinda Disisleri Bakanligimizin gergeklestirecedi Afrika Devlet Baskanlari ile
Tuarkiye-Afrika Zirvesi, iligkilerin kazandigi ivme ve gidecegdi yon agisindan énemli bir milat
olarak kabul edilebilir.

1. Dudnya Savasi'ndan itibaren kitayla olan iligkilerin seyrini birgok defa toplantilarda konustuk,
bundan sonra hem ikili dostane iligkilerin hem de kita batinlugunu temsil eden Afrika Birligi
ile iligkilerin ekonomik, sosyal, glvenlik gibi bircok alanda ¢ok daha iyi seviyelerde stratejik
ortakhg@a, stratejik isbirligine gidecek sekilde sekillenmesine katkida bulunmak, TASAM'in
buradaki misyonudur. Ulkeleri temsil eden biliytkelgilerimizin katihmlari, ilgili kamu kurumlari
ve 0zel sektdr ve sivil toplum kuruluslarimizin temsilcilerinin katilimlari bu anlamda, strecin
ve etkilesimin daha da gelismesine katkida bulunmaktadir.

Bildiginiz gibi, yakin bir tarihte 4-6 Aralik 2007 tarihlerinde 3. Uluslararasi Turk-Afrika Kongresi'ni
gerceklestirdik. Kongrenin ana temasi "Afrika Birligi-Turkiye" olarak belirlendi ve tartisildi.
Afrika Birligi ilk defa kurumsal olarak bu kongrede ele alindi. Oniimiizdeki dénemde, kisa-orta
ve uzun vadede Birligin durumu ve Turkiye ile muhtemel iligkiler konusunda bolgesel ve kiresel
politikalara etkileri ile ilgili 50'ye yakin teblig sunuldu ve 2 gun slren oturumlar dizenlendi.
Burada bulunan katilimcilarin dnemli bir kismi da kongrede yer aldi. Ankara'da gorev yapan
Afrika buyukelgilerimizin tamamina yakini ya da temsilcileri kongrede bizzat hazir bulundular
ve ¢ok verimli bir kongre gerceklestirildi. Bu noktada gelinen noktadaki eksikler, bundan sonra
daha iyiye ulasiimasi igin gerekli olan istisareler de gerceklestirildi. Onlerinizdeki dosyada bu
kongrenin sonu¢ deklarasyonunu 4 ayri dilde basiimis olarak gorebilirsiniz. Yine 3. ve 4.
calistaylarin sonug raporlarini, stratejik rapor olarak iki dilde, Tirkge ve Ingilizce olarak sizlere
sunuyoruz. Iigerikleri ile ilgili gok fazla sey sdylemek istemiyorum fakat 27 madde seklinde bir
"Sivil Toplum Inisiyatifi" olarak sunulan énerilerin kita ve Ulkeler ile olan mevcut iliskilerimizin
cok daha iyi noktalara gitmesi acisindan 6nemli bir perspektif oldugunu belirtmek isterim.

Bugun U¢ konusmacimiz burada bulunuyor. Onlarin sunumlarini dinledikten sonra toplantinin
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kalan béluminde gorus ve onerileri, 6zellikle soru-cevap seklinde ve interaktif olarak
gerceklestirecegiz. Burada bir seyi hatirlatmakta yarar var: 3. Turk-Afrika Kongresi'nin 2.
gundndeki son oturumumuzda, oturumu 6zellikle buytkelgilerle birlikte gerceklestirdik. Turkiye
ve Afrika tarafindan yaklasik 15 bayutkelgi oturumda konusma yaparak gorus ve
degerlendirmelerini dile getirdiler. Bu oturumda ve diger gérigsmelerde genel olarak eksik
gorulen nokta kamuoyunun ve medyanin duyarsizligi, ilgisizligiydi. Bu elestiri hem Afrika hem
de Turkiye tarafindan dillendirildi. Burada 'populer kultur' denilen olgunun devreye girdigini
sdylemek mumkundur. Bu alanda Turk medyasinda ciddi bir bilgi eksikligi mevcuttur. Bunu
da dogal karsilamak gerekmekte ¢inkil ¢ok uzun suren bir kopukluk var ve bilgi eksikligi, bilgi
birikimi yetersizligi, gazeteciler i¢cin konunun i¢inden ¢ikamayacaklari bir durum imajini
olusturmus durumdadir. Bu anlamda dogru bir populer kaltarin olusturulmasi, Afrika konusunun
kamuoyunda ve medyada daha fazla yer almasi ve Afrika konusunun daha iyi anlatilabilmesi
icin 6numuzdeki slrecgte sadece medyaya, gazetecilere ydnelik toplantilar dizenlemeyi
planliyoruz. Bu dogrultuda sizlerin de sadece katilimci olmak diginda onerilerinizi ve desteklerinizi
de beklemekteyiz. Cunku 2008'deki zirveye giden slregte kamuoyunun dogru bir bicimde
bilgilendiriimesi ve Afrika konusundaki duyarlihdin artirilmasi, Zirve ile birlikte iligkilere olumlu
anlamda katki saglayacaktir.

ik olarak s6zu misafir olduklari igin yurtdisindan gelen konusmacilarimiza vermek istiyorum.
Uzun yillar BBC adina gorev yapan, suan da Deutche Welle radyosu adina Paris'te gorev
yapmakta olan Nijerli Dr. Aboubacar ISSOUFOU'ya s6zUu vermek istiyorum. Kendisi Afrika'da
en ¢ok konusulan yerli dillerinden Hevsa dili ile ilgili haberler ve Avrupa ile Afrika arasinda
karsilikl etkilesim ile ilgili olarak ¢alismaktadir ve Fransa'da Afrika Elgiligi ve Afrika'da da
Avrupa'yi tanitma noktasinda gazeteci olarak bir misyon ustlenmektedir.

Siilleyman SENSOY
TASAM Baskani
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T.C. KULTUR ve TURiZM BAKANLIGI _
TANITMA GENEL MUDURLUGU FAALIYETLERI

Cemal TEKKANAT
Tanitma Genel Mudur Yrd.

Saygideger misafirler ve degerli katilimcilar

Oncelikle boylesine 6nemli bir toplanti dolayisiyla burada bulunmaktan biyiik bir onur
duydugumu belirtmek isterim. Burada gergekten Turkiye-Afrika arasindaki iligkilerin
guUglenmesi igin ¢alisan kendi alaninda yetkin ve bu ise gonul vermis kisilerin oldugunu
biliyorum ve bu yolda gostermis olduklari ¢abalar i¢in onlara da ayrica tesekkur
ediyorum.

Hizlh bir ivmeyle sekillenen bir dinya duzeni iginde bulunmaktayiz. Bu hizli gelismeye
ayak uydurmak icin Ulkelere cok onemli roller dugmektedir. Bu baglamda Turkiye
birgok birlik icinde yer almak icin gaba sarf etmektedir. Bunlarin iginde Afrika Birligi
de yer almaktadir ve bu konu igin 2000'li yillardan beri “TASAM” gibi degerli kuruluslar
sayesinde kayda deger calismalar yapilmistir. Turkiye ile Afrika Birligi catisi altinda
yer alan butun Uye ulkeler arasinda etkilesim saglanmasi, uluslararasi iligkiler bagta
olmak Uzere sosyo- kultirel ve ekonomik problemlere musterek bir yaklagimda
bulunulmasi, gogun onlenmesi, ortak barigin tesisi, demokrasi ve insan haklarinin
yerlesmesi gibi konularda igbirligi yapiimasi, bakanlik olarak bizim de amaclarimiz
arasindadir.

Afrika konusunda son dénemde hem Ulkeler seviyesinde, hem de basta Avrupa Birligi
olmak Uzere etkin uluslararasi entegrasyon kuruluglari arasinda ¢ok yonlu politikalar
takip edilmektedir. Bu surecte Turkiye'nin Afrika Birligi ile gelecekte daha saglam
iligkiler kurmak amaciyla icinde bulundugumuz yillarda bunun alt yapisinin saglanmasinin
bir gereklilik oldugu asikardir. Bizler de uluslararasi iligkilerde olduk¢a dnemli bir yere
sahip olan Afrika Birligi'nin, Turkiye ile birlikte gelecege yonelik yapacaklari atilimlara
yeni ufuklar kazandirmak icin galismaktayiz.

Afrika'da Tiirkiye'nin Tanitimi ve ikili iliskiler

Osmanli'dan ginimuze derin tarihi ve kultirel baglara sahip oldugumuz Afrika kitasi
ulkeleriyle Tarkiye arasindaki siyasi, ekonomik ve askeri iligkiler diginda, 6zellikle
Cezayir, Misir, Tunus, Fas, Libya, Kenya ve Guney Afrika gibi Ulkelerle kulttr ve turizm
alanindaki iligkilerimiz son yillarda artmaya devam etmektedir.

1960'h yillardan gunumuze kadar suregelen ikili anlagsmalar dogrultusunda bu ulkelerle
Turkiye arasinda kultdr ve turizm anlagmalari ve kultur merkezleri kurulmasi konularinda
protokoller imzalanmisg, ¢esitli kulturel degisim programlari hayata gegcirilmistir. Bu
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dogrultuda ulkeler arasinda organize edilen fotograf ve el sanatlari sergileri, diyalog
programlari, konser, gosteri, festival ve fuar gibi organizasyonlara karsilikli olarak
katiimlar gerceklestiriimek suretiyle, Afrika- Turkiye arasindaki kulturel iliskiler
pekistirilmistir.

Afrika ile Turizm iligkilerimizde Genel Durum:

2006 yili itibariyle uluslararasi seyahatin 842 milyona, turizm pastasinin da 735 milyar
dolara ulastigi dunyada turizm, en hizli buyudyen sektorler arasinda yer almaktadir.
Ticari agidan Afrika ile olan iliskilerimizde, batili Glkelerle Turkiye arasindaki rekabetteki
olasi agiklari giderebilecek en dnemli sektorler arsinda turizm dikkat gekmektedir. 11
EylUl'in Bati'da yarattigi islamo-fobi'nin neden oldugu olumsuz ortam sonucunda Arap
—Afrikali turistler icin batili Glkelere seyahat etmek ¢cogu zaman keyifli bir tatil olmaktan
ziyade sikintili bir surec¢ olusturmustur. Buna karsin 2006 yilinda Orta Dogu'daki
olumsuz atmosfer, Ulkemiz turizminde Amerika ve bazi Avrupa Ulkelerinden tlkemize
gelen turist sayilarinda disuse neden olurken, Afrika Ulkeleri igin bu durum tersine
islemistir. 2006 yil verilerinin 2005'e oranla daha dugsuk oldugu dikkate alinarak, 2005
ve 2007 yillar1 arasinda Afrika Ulkelerinden gelen turist sayilari karsilastirildiginda;
Cezayir, Libya, Misir ve Fas gibi Ulkelerden Ulkemize gelen turist sayilarinda artis
oldugu gézlenmektedir. Afrika kokenli turistlerin ziyaret ettigi baglica turizm merkezlerimiz
arasinda ise en 6énemli destinasyonlarimiz olan istanbul ve Antalya'nin yani sira bir
dénem Osmanli imparatorlugu'nun baskentligini de yapmis olan Bursa kentimiz yer
almaktadir.

Arap-Afrikall turistlerin Tarkiye'yi tercih etmelerinin nedenleri arasinda; Osmanli ile
olan tarihi baglar, Osmanli'dan kalan tarihi yapilar, bdlgeler arasi kilttrel yakinlik ve
Tark kultirine duyulan merak ve Turkiye'nin dort mevsimin yasandigi yesili bol bir
ulke olmasi sayilabilir. TUrkiye'nin seyahat acisindan guvenli bir Glke olmasinin yani
sira en onemli unsurlardan biri de Musluman Afrikalilarin hassasiyet gosterdikleri
islami usullere uygun yemek kiiltiiriiniin Glkemizde bulunmasidir. Her iki tarafin din
birliginden dolayi ayni tarihlerde dini bayramlara sahip olmasi da s6z konusu turistlerin
tatillerini Turkiye'de gecirmek istemelerinin baglica sebepleri arasinda gelmektedir.
Yillik 40-50 milyar dolarlik bir seyahat pastasi bulunan Arap Ulkelerinden Turkiye'nin
aldig1 pay bugun igin dustk sayilmaktadir. Turkiye dis aktif turizmi baglaminda
Muasliman Afrikalilar 6zel bir konuma sahip olup; turizm girdimizin artirilmasinda
tanitim faaliyetleri 6ne ¢ikar. Bu konuda bakanligimizin yani sira 6zel sektor temsilcilerinin
girisimleri buyuk bir 6nem tasidigini da vurgulamak gerekmektedir.

Ayrica, Afrika ulkeleriyle Turkiye arasindaki kulturel iligkilerin geligtiriimesi ve Ulkemizin
bu pazardan aldidi payin artiriimasi igin; karsilikli olarak tur operatérleri ve diger turizm
kuruluslari arasindaki igbirliginin saglanmasi, Ulkeler arasindaki seyahat faaliyetlerinin
kolaylastiriimasi ve turizm alaninda bilgi ve deneyimlerin paylagiimasi ¢alismalarinda
yuz yuze tanitima da verilen dnemi vurgulamak gerektigine inaniyoruz. Ayrica Afrika'daki
yazili ve gorsel medyayi 6nemli derecede Ulke tanitimi igin kullanmayi hedeflemekteyiz.
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Batun bunlarin yaninda bakanhgimiz Tark turizmini, ekonomik agidan sagladigi
imkanlarin yani sira, deg@isik kulturlerin birbirini gergcek anlamda tanimalarina zemin
olusturmak suretiyle Ulkeler arasindaki yakinlasmaya ve sonug olarak bdlgesel ve
uluslararasi alanda dostluk, kardeslik ve baris icinde bir arada yasama anlayigina
katkida bulunan dnemli bir ara¢ olarak degerlendirmektedir. Zengin tarihi ge¢misimiz
ve Mustafa Kemal Atatlrk'in “ yurtta baris dlinyada barig” s6zu de bunu acgik bir
sekilde gostermektedir.

iki taraf igin de iligkileri gliclendirecek her tiirlii faaliyet, yeni fikir ve projelere bakanlik
olarak destek vermeye hazir oldugumuzu bir kez daha belirtmek isterim.

Sozlerime son verirken, bu etkinlik vasitasiyla sizleri bizimle bulusturan yetkililere
tekrar tesekkur ediyorum.

Bakanligim adina sizlere bir kez daha hos geldiniz diyor, bu toplantinin son derece
verimli sonugclar vermesi dilegiyle hepinizi saygi ve sevgiyle selamliyorum.

ikili iligkiler
Cezayir

Cezayir'le 1967'de imzalanan "Kultir ve Bilim Alanlarinda isbirligi Anlasmasi”"ndan bu
yana gerceklestirilen faaliyetler arasinda; Eylil 2007'de "Cezayir Arap Kiiltlir Bagkentleri"
etkinlikleri kapsaminda duzenlenen "kultur ve sufizm" konulu kolokyuma bakanligimiza
bagl istanbul Tarihi Tiirk Miizigi Toplulugu sanatgilari katiimig, buna mukabil Konya'daki
seb-i arus torenlerine Cezayir kultir bakanhgi temsilcileri katilmistir. Her iki Glkede
organize edilen fotograf ve el sanatlar sergileri, ¢esitli diyalog programlari, festival
ve fuar gibi organizasyonlara karsilikli olarak katilim gerceklestirimeye devam
etmektedir.

Cezayir ile Turkiye Arasinda

Kultur ve bilim alanlarinda igbirligi anlagsmasi 6 Nisan 1967
Kulturel degisim programi 4 Ekim 1997

yapimigtir.

Misir

Kultur ve Turizm Bakanligi olarak su anda Kahire'de fiilen galismakta olan musavirligimizin
2008 yilinda Tunus ve Cezayir'i de kapsayacak sekilde faaliyet alani genisletilmistir.
Bu kapsamda Turkiye ile ilgili bu Glkelerde basta kultar ve turizm alanlari olmak Gzere
ticaret de dahil her alandaki faaliyetlerde bizzat yer alarak ulkelerin birbirlerini daha
iyi tanimalarini saglayip, ikili iligkilerin kuvvetlenmesi igin ¢aligiyoruz. Bizler bakanlik
calisanlari olarak sinema festivalleri, kitap fuarlari, reklam faaliyetleri ve hatta ticaret
fuarlari dahil her alandaki faaliyette yer alarak Ulkeler arasi iligkilerin kuvvetlenmesi
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icin gaba sarf ediyoruz. Ne sevindiricidir ki bu konuda yaptigimiz galismalar bize verimli
bir sekilde geri donmustur.

Misir ve Turkiye arasinda 19 Haziran 1996 tarihinde imzalanmis bir turizm anlagmasi
mevcuttur. 06 Eylul 2005 tarihinde misir'in bagkenti Kahire'de gergeklestirilmis olan
6. Donem Turizm Karma Komisyonu Toplantisi'nda ilgili taraflar arasinda turizm tanitimi,
egitimi ve yatinmlari konularinda bilgi ve deneyimleri paylasma ve bu alanlarda
birbirlerine karsilikli kolaylik saglama hususlarinda mutabik kalinmigtir.

Turkiye ve Misir Arasinda

-Kultdr anlasmasi
18 Mayis 1966

-Kulturel degisim programi
29 Mayis 2001

-Kaltar merkezleri kurulmasi ve bu merkezlerin faaliyeti hakkinda protokoll
27 Ekim 1998 de

yapilmistir.
Tunus

Ulkemiz ile Tunus arasinda 25 Subat 1964 tarihli kiiltir igbirligi anlasmasi ve 28.09.1981
yilinda turizm igbirligi anlagsmasi imzalanmistir. Bu gelismelere kosut olarak, Turkiye-
Tunus 6. Donem Turizm Karma Komisyon Toplantisi 07.10.2003 tarihinde kamu ve
Ozel sektor temsilcilerinin igtirakiyle Ankara'da gergeklestirilmis olup, toplanti sonunda
bir protokol imzalanmistir. Bu vesile ile Tunus'un Ankara buyUkelciligi tarafindan
Istanbul'da bir Tunus kuiltir haftasi diizenlenmis, bu kapsamda fotograf ve el sanatlari
sergileri ve folklor gosterileri dizenlenerek, Tunus mutfagindan érnekler sunulmustur.

Turkiye ile Tunus Arasinda

Kultur igbirligi anlagsmasi
25 Subat 1964  (Ankara)

Kultarel degisim programi
22 Mart 2001 (2001-2003-Ankara)

yapimigtir.
Fas

27 agustos 1992'deki Turkiye-Fas turizm igbirligi anlasmasi'nin devami olarak iki
Ulkenin 1. dénem turizm karma komisyon toplantisi 21 Subat 2007'de Rabaf'ta
gergeklestirilmistir. Bu gelismelere paralel olarak Fas'tan Turkiye'ye gelen ziyaretgi
sayisindaki artis devam etmektedir.
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Turkiye ile Fas Arasinda

Kultar anlagsmasi
21 Kasim 1960'da

Turizm igbirligi anlagmasi
27 Agustos 1992'de

yapilmistir.

Suresi 1993 yilinda sona eren kulturel degisim programi'nin yenilenmesi amaciyla
calismalar surdurtlmektedir.

Kenya

Tarkiye'nin sahra alti Afrika'daki beg buyukelciliginden birisi Kenya'dadir. Turkiye ile
Kenya arasinda imzalanmis bir kaltir anlagmasi, kultur degisim programi veya turizm
isbirligi anlasmasi bulunmamakla birlikte; iki Ulke arasindaki kulturel iliskiler genellikle
munferit temas ve etkinlikler ¢cergevesinde gergeklestiriimektedir.

Kultlr ve Turizm Bakanhgi Tanitma Genel Mudurligu olarak Afrika'da Tarkiye'nin
tanitimi amaciyla Arapca, Fransizca ve ingilizce olmak cesitlendirilmis tanitici yayinlar
uretilmekte olup bunlar sézinu ettigimiz fuar vb. toplantilarda dagitilmaktadir.
Bakanligimizdan 2006 yili Tunus igin ayrilan reklam butgesi 100 bin dolar, 2007 yili
Fas icin ayrilan reklam butgesi 100 bin dolar ve 2007 yili igin bakanligimizca Kahire
Kultir ve Tanitma Musavirligimize ayrilan ve Cezayir, misir ve Tunus'u kapsayan
reklam butgesi 350 bin dolar olarak belirlenmistir.

Etiyopya
Turkiye ile Etiyopya arasinda kulturel baglamda

Kultir anlasmasi
25 Haziran 2004 (Addis Ababa)

Mutabakat zapti
13 Mart 2000 (Ankara) yapilmistir.
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BATI MEDYASINDA KOTU AFRIKA IMAJI VE
DUZELTILMESI iCIN YAPILABILECEKLER

Baffour ANKOMAH
New African Editori

2002'de, bilmedigim birisi bana bazi Ulkelerin ve ¢ok uluslu sirketlerinin felsefeleri
hakkinda olan ve herkese gonderilen evrensel bir e-mail gonderdi. Bu e-mail, ineklerle
ilgiliydi.

E-mail'e gore 'geleneksel kapitalizm'de isler su sekilde yurur:

"iki inegin vardir. Bir tanesini satarsin ve bir boga alirsin. Siiriin gogalir ve ekonomin
biyir. inekleri satarsin ve baslangictaki durumuna dénersin."

Ama Amerikalilara ayni iki ine@i verirsen: "Bir tanesini satarlar ve digerini dort inegin
Uretebilecegi kadar sut vermeye zorlarlar. Sonra da inek élince sasirirlar."

Fransa'da: "Onlara iki inek verirsin. Onlar ilerlemeye calisirlar ¢inkd Ug¢ tane inek
isterler."

Ayni iki inegi Japonlara verirsen: "Inegi yeni bastan dizayn ederler ve inekler ortalama
bir inegin onda biri élglstinde olurlar ve 20 defa sut Uretirler. Sonra Cowkimon adinda
akilli inek ¢izgi filmleri Gretirler ve butan dinyaya pazarlarlar.”

Ayni iki inegi Aimanlara verirsen: "inekleri yeniden insa ederler ve inekler 100 yil yasar,
ayda bir yer ve kendi kendilerine sut verirler."

ingilizlere verirsen: "ikisi de delirir."

Peki ya Afrikalilar? Bana bu e-maili génderen kisi akilli biriydi. Afrikalilar icin herhangi
bir sey yazmamisti. Dedim ki Tanri onun kalbini korusun; iki inegime de saygi gésterene
kadar onu kovalamalari i¢cin sordum.

Bana gdre bu ihmalliktir (Afrikalilar i¢in herhangi bir sey yazmama) ve giinimuz kuresel
dunyasinda bilgiyi kontrol edenlerin akillarindaki Afrika'nin yerinin imajini 6zetlemektedir.

Bagska bir deyisle, Afrika yok kabul edilir; eger olsaydi, etrafta olurdu ve diinyanin diger
bdlgelerine gbre ayni derecede bir saygiyl hak ederek davranilirdi.

Bu tutum bati basininda Afrika'nin yer almasi durumunu etkiledigi gibi Batil editorlerin

" ’ \/\ C )'/\ /\/\ TURK ASYA STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MErkezi 10

TURKISH ASIAN CENTER FOR STRATEGIC STUDIES



AFRIKA ULKELERI-TURKIYE ARASINDAKI
KULTUREL iLISKILER VE iLETiSiM

Afrika'yi, gigekler icinde gostermek yerine agizlarinin kenarlarinda sinekler ugusan
Afrikali gcocuklar olarak gostermelerini de agiklamaktadir.

Bdyle yapmalarinin sebebi negatif imajin etkilerini bilmedikleri icin degildir.

Ocak 2002'de, ingiltere'nin en iyi taninan yayincisi BBC ve ITN' de calismakta olan
Martyn Lewis, ingiltere'de 100 kadar Ust diizey basin mensubunun bulundugu bir
toplantida sunlari sdyledi: "Habercinin en buylk meselesi, pozitif ve negatif arasindaki
dengeyi yaratabilmektir. Sadece negatif Gzerine konsantre olan bir habercilik tembelliktir."

Ama 'negatif' Bati hayalinde ve onun haberciliinde o kadar igsellesmistir ki onu
degistirmek ¢ok zordur.

Bu mesele 18. yuzyil filozoflari Voltaire ve Kant gibi, sadece Afrikalilari kdlelestirmeyi
degdil ayni zamanda emperyalizmi de hakh ¢ikarmaya calisan isimlere kadar geriye
gétirilebilir. iigingtir ki, ne Voltaire'in ne de Kant'in Afrika ve Afrikalilar hakkinda birinci
el bilgisi yoktur.

Ama 18. yuzyilda Afrikalilar hakkinda yazan Fransiz filozof Voltaire'e kulak verelim:
"Eger onlarin anlama yetileri bizim dogamizdan farkli degilse, bu en azindan blyuk
bir agagilamadir. Onlar ne herhangi bir fikrin kabull ya da olusturulmasi ne de bizim
felsefemizin avantajlarindan yararlanma ya da kétlye kullanma kapasitesine sahiptir."

Voltaire'in gorugleri 18. yuzyil ortalarinda Alman filozof Kant tarafindan gelistiriimistir:
"Afrika'nin zencileri" diye yazar, "Aptalliklarini ortadan kaldiracak herhangi bir yetenek
almamislardir dogadan. iki irk arasindaki temel fark birinin digerinin altinda olmasidir.
Bu, farkh zihinlerin guglerine saygi seklinde kendini gosterir."

Ama Basil Davidson gibi degerli Avrupali Afrika tarihgisinin dikkat ¢ektigi Uzere:
"Bildigimiz anlamda irk¢ilik, Avrupa ve Amerika'da, siyah halklara, Afrikalilara yapilani
hakh ¢ikarmak igin kultarel bir intiyag¢ olarak dogmustur. Ahlaki ya da hukuki olarak
Avrupalilara, beyaz halklara yapilamaz. Afrikalilarin kolelestiriimesini hakh ¢ikarmak
igin, kisaca, onlarin dogal olarak insandan daha asagi olduklarina kultirel anlamda
inanmaya gereksinim vardir. Bu kole ticaretinin ve kdle ticaretini takip eden Afrika'daki
modern emperyalizmin kultirel temellerini olusturmaktadir."

Ama daha 6nce, Afrika ve onun halklarina eski dunyada saygi gosterilirdi. Martin
Bernard, buyuk eseri Black Athena'da, Klasik Dénem Yunanl dastnurlerin Eski Misir
uygarhgina verdikleri degeri ve yonetim geleneklerindeki zenginlikleri, entelektiuel ve
estetik Uretimlerini saymaktadir. Ve bu Eski Misirlilar, bildigimiz gibi siyah Afrikalilardi!

Sonugta, Basil Davidson'in sdyledigi gibi, emperyalizm ve Afrikalilarin kdlelestirilmesi
hakli ¢ikarilmaliydi ve Afrika'nin serefli tarihi, onun dinyaya yaptigi buyuk katki,
Avrupalilar tarafindan yok sayildi.

Ve bu korkung¢ miras, tarihe kalarak Bati basininin Afrika ile ilgili negatif tutumunun
formunu olusturdu.
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Unutmayin ki Avrupa basini Kant ve Voltaire gibi isimlerin Afrika Uzerindeki tahrip edici
calismalarindan etkilendi.

Ornegin 2 Aralik 1620 yilinda bir tek yaprak olarak yayinlanan ilk ingiliz gazetesi
Corrant adindaydi. Bu yaprak, Hollanda'da basilmisti ¢iinkii bu zamanda "ingiltere'de
bir gazete yayinlamak ¢ok riskliydi."

Corrant'in sahibi, bir Felemenk olan ve haritaci olarak ingiltere'de calisan Peter Van
Den Kere, Ingiltere'nin ilk gazetesini yayinlamak igin anavatani Hollanda'ya gitmek
zorunda kalmisti.

Corrant Eyliil 1621'e kadar, ingiliz kitapci Thomas Archer'in kendi gazetesini ingiltere'de
yayinlamaya yetecek cesareti gosterdigi zamana kadar, devam etti. Yine de, bu
cesaretinden oturu hemen hapse tikildi.

Ama zaman ilerledikge, idareler gazeteyi kendi avantajlarina gore kullanabileceklerinin
farkina vardilar. Ve boylece, bu muthis fikir ortaya ¢ikti: "Dorduncu kuvvet: Basin."

Ama ben burada kendi yolumda ilerleyecegim, yani adimlarimi kanitiamama izin verin.

Bati basininda Afrika'nin kétl imajini tam olarak anlamak igin basini yonlendiren
dinamikleri ve ajandalari iyi anlamak gerekmektedir. Benim agimdan bunlar bes tanedir:

Milli gikar

HUukumet etkisi

ideolojik etki

Reklamcilarin ve okuyucularin gucu
Tarihsel birikim

Bugunun konusu igin, Ugu Uzerinde duracagim: milli gikar, hukumet etkisi ve tarihsel
birikim.

ik olarak 'milli ¢ikar'i alalim.

ingiltere'de Gazeteciligin Wolfe Yasasi diye bir sey vardir ve sdyle der: "Tanri'ya sikdr,

ingiliz gazetecilere riisvet vermeyi ya da onlara dolandiricilik yaptirmayi bekleyemezsiniz.
Ama karsilik beklemeden de bir sey olacagini dusunmeyiniz."

Bu sz, dzelde Unlii ingiliz basini igin genelde ise Bati basini igin ¢ok sey anlatmaktadir.

1945-1951 yillari arasi ingiliz Digigleri Bakani olan Ernest Bevin, bunun (izerinden
harika bir sey dile getirdi: "Neden koyunun agzini baglamak icin endise ediyoruz?",
ve bunu basin ile ilgili bir tartismada Parlamento'da soyledi.

Ingiliz basinini bir koyun siirisiine benzeterek, Bevan Ingiltere'de daha 6énce
dillendiriimeyen bir gercegi soyluyordu.
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"Neden koyunun agzini baglamak icin endise ediyoruz?" diye soruyordu. Mantiklydi,
degil mi? Higbir zaman bir koyunun isirdigini gérmemisti, Uysal, aptal, hi¢cbir zaman
Isirmayan bir hayvanin agzini baglamaya gerek duymuyordu.

Bevan ne konustugunu iyi biliyordu. Ornegin, ingiltere'de ya da Batinin herhangi bir
yerinde basinin dérduncu kuvvet olarak kabul edildigini biliyordu.

Son kez s6zlikten anlamini baktigimda, Ulkenin kuvvetlerinin karsihiginda: "siyasi
organin bir par¢asi anlaminda kolektif olarak kabul edilen, siyasi bir topluluktaki bir
dlzen yada insan sinifl " yaziyordu.

Bu nedenle, dorduncu kuvvet olarak kabul edilen bati basini aslinda devletin dordincu
silahi ya da idarenin yaslandigi dorduncu yastik oluyordu.

Basin yine bu nedenlerle devletin disinda kalip ona disardan tasg atamazdi. Derin bir
sekilde devletin igindeydi, gugler tarafindan dizayn edilenin uygulanabilmesine yardimci
oluyordu.

Yani, basinin devletin dusmanin olarak resmedildigi moda imaji bir efsane olarak
sadece kitaplarda yer aliyordu.

Evet, bazi durumlarda basinin devlete tas attigi gorulur fakat bu sadece tUm zamanlarin
%5'i kadardir. Geri kalan %95'te basin devletin ilk ¢ kuvveti ile milli menfaatler ve
cikarlar dogrultusunda ortaklasa hareket eder.

Bu, 6zellikle dis politika konusunda, bayragi takip etmeyi ya da hukimet tarafindan
gosterilen yolu takip etmeyi de igerir.

Kisaca, milli menfaatler hikdyenin nasil yazilacagi konusunda ¢ok buyuk bir rol
oynamaktadir.

1991'de, Ronald Spark The Sun'in sonraki bas editoru(4,8 milyonluk en buyuk
sirkiilasyona sahip ingiliz gazetesi) inanilmaz bir durum tespiti yapmistir:

"Gergekler kutsaldir ama bir gazetenin gergegin bir pargasini gergegin tamamina
tercihe etmesi Ulkeye zarar vermemek icin milyon defa tercih edilebilir."

ligingtir ki, Bay Spark'in dikkate sayan bu 6ngériistinii herhangi bir kitapta bulamazsiniz.
Fakat izlerini bulmak mimkunddr.

2001'de The Daily Express ve The Guardian'da yer alan bir yorumda sdyle yaziyordu:

"The Daily Express'in gazeteciligi Ulkenin ve imparatorlugun menfaatleri dogrultusunda
yazar. 15 yildan fazladir, giinde 4 milyondan fazla satmaktadir. Sahibi Lord Beaverbook,
gazetesini silahi gibi kullanmayi sever."

"Ustaca igletildigi zaman higbir politikaci dayanamaz. Oyle bir kiligtir ki herhangi bir
siyasi silahtan daha kuvvetlidir. Cogu gazete zararsizdir ¢iinkli ne zaman yada nasil
darbe vuracaklarini bilmezler. Ama arkalarindaki adamlara nasil ve ne yuklemeleri
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gerektigini 6gret o zaman olduricu hale gelirler." diye yazar Lord Beaverbrook.
Sonugcta bu Afrika ile ilgili imaja nasil etki eder?

Tarihten bakinca, eger metropoliten gucler ¢ikarlarinin Afrika'nin gikarlari ile geligtigini
gorirlerse, Afrika'nin gikarlari sekteye ugrar ve bu basin yoluyla gergeklestirilir.

Lord Beaverbrook'un sozunu hatirlayin: "Arkalarindaki adamlara nasil ve ne yuklemeleri
gerektigini 6gret o zaman oldurtcu hale gelirler.”

Ornek bulmak igin gok gerilere gitmeye gerek yok, bugiin Zimbabwe'nin durumuna
ve Bati ve ingiliz basinindaki yerine bakin ¢linkii Afrikalilar Avrupal giicler tarafindan
ellerinden alinan kendi anavatanlarini geri almak igin meydan okumaktadirlar.
Metropoliten gugler ile Afrikalilarin gikarlarinin ¢atistigi klasik bir dava s6z konusudur,
ama bu kuguk durumda bile Afrika gikarlari metropoliten gikarlara ters dusmektedir.

Simdi de "hukumet etkisi"ne donelim.

Normal olarak, bati basini her seyi aktarmakta 6zgurdur. Ama bu tam dogru degildir,
¢unkl milli menfaatler 6n plana gikar ve hukimet bayrakla birlikte ileri atilarak her
seyi etkiler. Basin sorumlu bir gsekilde bayragi ve hukumeti takip eder.

Gecgen yilin 24 Agustos'unda New York Times'da editér: "Bizim bildiklerimizi herkes
bilse, Irak'in istilasi populer bir agitla hemen son bulurdu." demistir.

Bu John Pinger'l, zamane Batisinin en blyuk gazetecilerinden birini soke etmis ve
sunlari soyletmigtir: "Bu sdylem, gazetecilerin Bush ve Blair'in yalanlarina kargi
durmalari halinde savasin hi¢ baglamayacagini ortaya koymustur."

Pinger: "Biliyoruz ki BBC ve Ingiliz Basini M16( CIA'in ingiliz versiyonu) tarafindan
kullaniimistir. M16 Ajanlari Saddam Huseyin'in kitle imha silahlari oldugu konusunda
ve onlari yerin altina falan sakladigi konusunda hikayeler uydurmustur. Bunlarin hepsi
aldatmadir.

"Ama esas nokta bu degildir. Esas nokta M16'in yaptiklarina aslinda gerek olmadigidir.
Son olarak, BBC haber yoneticisi Helen Boaden, Irak'taki habercilerinin ABD'nin
kimyasal silahlari sivillere karsi kullanmalarini inkar etmesini nasil agikladigi
soruldugunda, Anglo-Amerikan egiminin etkisiyle soyle bir agiklama getirmistir. Amerikan
istilasi "demokrasi ve insan haklari géturmek igin" Irak'tadir.

"Blair'den alintilar yaparak cevap vermis ve bu egimini ortaya ¢ikarmigtir."

Ama bizim gibi basini neyin yénlendirdigini bilenler Helen Boaden'in agiklamalarina
sasirmadilar. BBC sadece Blair hukumetinin etkisi altinda hareket etmekteydi.

John Pinger da bunu biliyordu. "Gicl muhafaza etmek igin ne asagilik bir davranig"
diyordu Pinger, neredeyse biitiin ingiliz Basini Irakli sivil kayiplarin gercek yiiziinii
gostermeyi unutmustu.
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Pinger "Dil belki de en énemli savas alanidir. Demokrasi, liberasyon, 6zgurlik ve
reform gibi dnemli kavramlar gercgek icerikleri bosaltilarak bu konseptlerin dismanlari
icin yeniden igleri doldurulur...

"Kag kisi 11 Eylul 2001'de 6len 3.000 masum insanin intikami igin 20.000 masum
insanin Afganistan'da 6ldugunu biliyor?"

Ve simdi John Pinger'in gazetecilere yaptigi konusmanin en énemli bolumu geliyor:

"Meslegimize yeniden sayginlik kazandirmak i¢in sadece gergegi sOylemek yetmez,
biz gazeteciler en azindan kabul ettigimiz tarihi sorumlulugu anlamaya ihtiyacimiz var
cunku insanhgin geri kalani ile ilgili ilgiyi gostermeliyiz ve bize tehdit olugturmayan
ulkelere kargi aggozlu saldirilar karsisinda halki yipratmaliyiz. "

Onlari insanliktan gikararak yipratmaliyiz, eger iran gibi bir Glke bir insan toplumu
degilse oradaki rejim degisikligini savunarak bunu yapmalyiz..."

Degerli Baylar, Bayanlar, dordiincl kuvvet olarak basinin kabul ettigi tarihi sorumluluk
iste budur: insanligin geri kalaniyla ilgilenmek, 6zellikle Afrika ile Batinin bu ulkeler
Uzerindeki agg6zlU saldirilar kargisinda insanlari yipratarak.

2004'te, Piers Morgan The Daily Mirror (Londra) editérligunden atildi, anilarini yazmak
icin yeterli firsati buldu, 1996-2004 yillari arasindaki 8 yillik editérlik yasami boyunca
yasadiklarini yazdi, Tony Blair ile 58'den fazla gérisme firsati oldu.

Asagida kitabindan alinan kendi ifadelerini bulacaksiniz:

"Bu kitapta kariyerimi yeniden yagarken hissettigim en guclu his, bu Ulkenin gug¢ ve
etki koridorlarina uzunca bir stre girme sansini sasirtici bir sekilde elde etme imkanimin
olusuydu.

Bu zamanlarda Philip Gren gibi bir bluyuk isadamiyla kahvaltl yapma, bagbakanla 6gle
yemegi ve George Michael ile aksam yemegi yeme gibi olaylar cok normal gézikuyordu.
Bazen hepsi ayni gunde olabiliyordu...

Sikildigim bir aksam, Tony Blair ile kag defa bir araya geldigimi saydim. Sonuglar
gercekten bakig aginiza gore sasirticiydi.

22 defa 6gle yemegi, 6 aksam yemegi, 6 roportaj, 24 defa bire bir gay-biskuvi gorusmesi
ve sayisiz telefon konusmasi yapmistim. Bu Ingiltere'nin en énemli insani agisindan
bakilinca gergekten ¢ok fazlaydi.

Toplamda 58 defa Piers Morgan, Blair ile gérismustu ve bahse varim sadece cay igip,
biskuvi yemiyorlardi.

Ayrica Piers Morgan sadece Tony Blair ile gorusmemisti, Blair'in bakanlari ve memurlari
ile Gordon Brown'dan asagi dogru hatta esleriyle bile gérisme sansini bulmustu.
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Eger Blair, Piers Morgan ile 58 defa gorustuyse tahmin edersiniz ki diger editorleri
kendi tarafinda tutmak icin ka¢ defa gérismustu.

Eger bir Amerikan editér kendi baskaniyla 8 yilda 58 defa gorusirse onun hiukimet
tarafindan satin alindigi ileri srdlir. Ama bu ingiltere'de oldu ve kimse goziini bile
kirpmadi. Clnklu Piers Morgan'in ifade ettidi gibi bu 'tamamen normal'di, bayradi ve
hukUmeti takip etmek.

Su andan itibaren, umarim, bati basinini yonlendiren ajandalari ve dinamikleri
anlamigsinizdir.

Zaman aleyhime isledigi icin Afrika ile ilgili olumsuz imajin etkilerine direk gegecegim.
Tarihi birikim olarak adlandirilan ve Voltaire, Kant'in galigsmalariyla 18. ve 19. yuzyillardan
bu yana gelenlerden bahsedelim.

1999'da, George Alagiah, BBC habercisi ve Afrika eski muhabiri bu tarihi birikimi sdyle
tanimladi: "20. yuzyilda Afrika imaji, 19. yazyihin hakim aklindan etkilenmigtir."

3 Mayis 1999'da Alagiah The Guardian'a, meslektaslari ile basinin Afrika ile ilgili tarihi
birikimden gelenler dogrultusunda haber yapmamasi konusunda tartistigi gazeteye,
bir seyler yazdi.

Yazdiklari buglinkl konferans igin ¢ok énemliydi, bu yizden burada alintilmaktadir.

"Dlnya goruslerini televizyondan edinen birgok insan igin Afrika, iyi insanlarin acglikla
savastigi, kotllerin devletleri yonettigi, kargasa ve anarsinin normal oldugu ¢ok uzak
bir yerdir.”

Benim gorevim ¢ok daha buyuk resmi gostermektir. Bir dig muhabir olarak bunu
yapmadim ve genelde Afrika'y1 gogu zaman daha kétl, ¢gok az zaman gigekler iginde
haber ettim.

Afrika ile ilgili haberlerde ¢ok korkung bir tarihi birikim gézler dnlne serilir. 20. ylzyilda
Afrika imaji, 19. yuzyilin hakim aklindan etkilenmigtir.

"Ingiliz kasif John Hanning Speke'in 1860'larda yaptigi konugmadaki bir Afrikalinin
tasvirini alin: 'Babasinin yaptiginin aynini yapar. Karisi i¢in ¢alisir, cocuklarini satar,
bagkalarinin topraklari igin savasir, igki, sarki ve dansla kendini tatmin eder."

Alagiah, 'bu ¢ok cirkin bir dustncedir." der "ama bu dugsuncenin bir ¢ok insan igin hala
anlamli geldigine bahse girebilirim."

Alagiah 'bunu kKigisel olarak aliyorum." der "¢linkd ¢ocuklugumun bir bolimu Afrika'da
gecti. (Ghana)

ingiltere'den sonra belki de kendimi en ¢ok evimde hissettigim yer Afrika'dir. Blylk
tutkularin ve gesitliligin oldugu bir yer olarak biliyorum orayi. Hepsinin Ustlinde, digsardan
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gelenlerin misafirperverce kargilandigi bir yerdir. En zor zamanlarda ve en izole
yerlerde, sicak bir el ve acgik bir kalp ile karsilandim...

'‘Afrika’'nin en buyuUk felaketlere ugramis ve siyasi olarak etkilenmis yerlerinde bile
umut ve mizah eksik olmaz.”

"Kurban olan ¢ok sayida Afrikali vardir ve imkansiz garipliklere kargi anlik zaferlerini
yeteri kadar gostermezler."

George Alagiah, simdi BBC'nin en 6nemli isimlerinden biridir. Ama kimse onu dinledi
mi?

ligingtir ki, iddiasini yayinlayan The Guardian, Alagiah'in metni igin su basligi segmistir:
"Kara Kita'da Yeni Isik"

Alagiah'in "tarihi birikim"in reddedilmesini 6nermesine karsin The Guardian kendi
inisiyatifine gore halen Alagiah'in itirazlarini dile getirdigi makalesinin bashgini "Kara
Kita" diye koymaktaydi.

Bu bize, bati basinindaki imajini duzeltmeye calistigimiz Afrika ile ilgili olarak problemin
buyukligunu gostermektedir.

Bana gore, problem 21. yuzyil batili gazetecilerin ve onlarin bagh olduklari yerlerin
Afrika ile ilgili tarihi birikimin imajini degistirmeyi kabul etmemelerinde yatmaktadir.
Bu ylUzden kita ile ilgili genel kanilari olumsuz olmaktadir.

Bu ayni zamanda Fransiz Cumhurbaskani Nicolas Sarkozy'nin neden 2007 yazinda
Senegeal'e giderek Voltaire ve Kant'in 18. yuzyilda soylediklerine benzer geyleri
soyleme curetini gosterdigini aciklamaktadir.

Gergekte cevap 2002 yazinda kesfettigim bir seyde yatmaktadir. Gergegi bir hafta
sonu Londra'da ingiliz basin mensuplari igin diizenlenen konferansa katildigim ve
birisinin ingiliz gazetecilerinin kaliba gére nasil haber yaptiklarini agikladigi sirada
kesfettim.

"Kalip, onyargilar igerir. Eger bir haberci mevcut dusuncelere uymayan bir hikaye ile
gelirse iki sey olur: ya hikaye onceki yargilara gore duzenlenir ya da ¢op kutusuna
gider."

Eger siz kalibin igerigini bilen haberci iseniz dogal olarak ve mantiginiza gore, ¢op
kutusuna gitmesin diye kaliba uygun haberler ile gelirsiniz.

Saglikli ve guzel giyimli kizlarin ve erkeklerin okula gittigi bir resim yerine agzi etrafinda
sinekler ugusan bir Afrikall gocuk ararsiniz. Akra ya da Johannesburg gibi guzel yerler
yerine Afrika gettolarina bakarsiniz. Hikayenizin yayinlanmasini ister ve kaliba uyacak
olani yaparsiniz.

Bu durumda Afrika ile ilgili bu olumsuz imaji ortadan kaldirmak i¢in ne yapmaliyiz?
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Basit. Gordugumuz gibi olumsuz imaj derin bir sekilde koklesmis durumda. Etrafinda
tarihi ve felsefi bir kalip var. icerden degistirmemiz imkansiz, bu yiizden disaridan
saldirmak zorundayiz.

Ve bunun i¢in de 6rnekler mevcut. Araplar Bati basininin kendilerine verdigi zarari
gorince bati basiniyla micadele etmek icin kendi basinlarini kurdular: El Cezire.

2003'teki Irak savasi sirasinda Fransa Cumhurbagkani Jacques Chirac, bati diinyasinin
BBC ve CNN'inin, krizle ilgili Fransizlarin gérusinu tam olarak yansitmadigi igin
sinirlendi.

Fransizlarin goéristnin ileride sanstrlenmemesi i¢in Jacques Chirac hukumeti gecen
yil BBC ve CNN'in Fransiz versiyonu olan France Vingt-Quarte (Fransa 24)'U kurdu.
Fransizca ve ingilizce olarak 24 saat yayin yapan dijital ve uydudan erisimi olan bir
haber kanali.

Eger BBC ve CNN Fransizlarin gorugunu dogru bir sekilde yansitmadiktan sonra
dusunun Afrika ile neler yazabilirler.

Yine gecgen yil, Ruslar da kendi 24 saat haber yayini yapan televizyonlari Russia
Today'i kurdular. Cinliler de ayni sekilde CCTV ile onlari takip ettiler.

Bati basinindaki bu kotl imaji silmek igin, Afrikalilarin da Araplar, Fransizlar, Ruslar
ve Cinliler érneklerini takip etmeleri gerekiyor. Kendi 24 saat yayin yapan haber
kanallarimizi kurmamiz ve diger yayinlarlarla da (gazete, dergi vs.) Afrika disincesinin
hakim kilinmasi igin Bati basiniyla rekabet etmemiz gerekiyor.

Bu sebeplerle, editorliguni yapmakta oldugum New African, bu amaci gergeklestirmek
icin 8 yildir calisiyor. Ama sesimiz tum dunyay! kaplamaya yetmiyor. Bunu
gergeklestirmek igin daha ¢gok New African'lara ihtiyacimiz vardir.

Tesekkdrler.
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DISARIDAN GORUNEN AFRIKA

Aboubacar ISSOUFOU
Gazeteci, Agence Tasfir'Veille'in Yoneticisi

Sayin Buyukelgiler,
Sayin Bakanlik Yetkilileri
Sayin Tasam Baskani,
Bayanlar ve Baylar,

TASAM tarafindan besincisi dizenlenen ve Tlrk-Afrika diyalogunu surdirmek ve
Tarkiye ile kitamiz arasindaki diplomatik, ekonomik ve kulturel iligkileri gu¢lendirmek
amaciyla bir yandan Turk yetkilileri, sirket yoneticileri ve STK'larini diger yandan
Turkiye'deki Afrika resmi yetkililerini bulugsturan seminere katkida bulunmaktan
memnuniyet duyuyorum.

Bayanlar ve baylar, bu seminere Afrika'nin, kita disindaki imajindan s6z etmek tzere
davet edildim, sizin de tahmin edeceginiz Uzere oldukga genis bir konu bu, bu sebeple
yeterince tanimlayici oldugunu dusundugum tek bir 6rnek Uzerinden igleyecegim.
Afrika'nin, geyrek ylzyildir yasayip, yirmi yildir 6nce ingiliz radyosu BBC daha sonra
da Almanya'nin Sesi (Deutsche Welle) adina muhabir olarak gazetecilik meslegini icra
ettigim Fransa'daki imaji s6z konusu. Bunun yani sira ayni ulkede yaklasik bir yil dnce
Ekonomik istihbarat veya Anglo-saksonlarin dedigi gibi Business Intelligence Ajansi
kurdum. Bu ajansin gorevi Fransa ve Fransa'ya komsu Avrupa ulkelerinde Bati
Afrika'ya ihracat yapmak isteyen Kiiciik ve Orta Olgekli isletmelere veya tam tersi
sekilde Avrupa'da kendine ortak arayan yada Avrupa pazarina girmek isteyen Bati
Afrika'li girisimcilere yardim etmektir. Fransa'da yasayan Afrikali bir gazeteci ve sirket
yoneticisi, yani her gevreye yakin biri olarak, tlkedeki Afrikalinin ve kitanin imajini
iyi bilecek bir konumdayim.

Bayanlar, Baylar, bir Fransiz atas6zu “bir resim bin s6zctige bedeldir” der, bu ylzden
size, aranizdan bazilarini sok edecek, fakat ne yazik ki Fransiz basininin genelde
Fransiz halkinin hafizasina kazimaya egilimli oldugu iki tablo gizecegim.

Bu yuzden Fransiz halkinin gogunluguna gore, Afrika kitasi kitlk, yetersiz beslenme,
AIDS, kotu yonetim, yozlasma, etnik catisma ve diger olumsuzluklarin esanlamlisidir.
iste bu Afrika'ya ait carpik goriiniim ve olumsuz imaja “Afro-kétiimserlik” deniyor. Bu
afro-kotumserligi, meslektaglarimin buyuk kisminin kita tzerine yaptigi roportajlarda
ve belgesellerde géormek mumkunduar. Cocuklugundan itibaren size birazdan
gOsterecegim goruntuler empoze edilen bir Fransiz, nasil olur da Afrika hakkinda
olumlu izlenime sahip olabilir. Yani, iskelet gorinimund almis ya da karni sismis,
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parmaklarini emen, burunlari akan, yuzunde sinekler dolasan ¢ocuklarin goruntuleri.
Bir diger meslektasim Christian d'Alayer, genelde batida 6zelde ise Fransa'da gorilen
Afro-kotiimserligi Afrika'ya karsi islenen bir medya sugu saymaktadir’ . Ne mutlu ki
Christian d'Alayer gibi bazi istisnalar yok degil. Kitamiza blytuk bir haksizlik yapilan
afro-kotimserlik karsisinda bizim tarafimizda miucadele eden bazi batili gazeteciler,
Afrika uzmanlari mevcut. Zira bu afro-kétiimserlik ylzinden, Fransiz yatirimcilarin
cok buyuk kismi Afrika'ya inanmiyorlar. Hatta on yillardir kitada yerlesmis olan buyuk
Fransiz kuruluglari bile artik gelecek gormedikleri bahanesi ile kitadan c¢ekiliyorlar.

2005 yilina ait, beslenme bozuklugu yiiziinden burundan 2005 yilina ait kitliktan etkilenen
yemek verilen bir Nijeryal gocuk. bir gocugun goérinima.

Ne yazik ki Fransa'da afro-kotumserligin yayilmasi konusunda Fransiz medyasi yalniz
degil, basta Nicolas Sarkozy olmak Uzere bazi Fransiz politikacilar da durumu
kotulestiriyor. Baskanin Dakar'da yaptigi, siyasi danismani Henri Gueno tarafindan
kaleme alinmis olan, eski Fransiz yazarlarin Afrikalilara kargi gelistirdikleri irkgi tezleri
isleyen Unlt konugsmayi hatirlamayan var mi? Nicolas Sarkozy'ye gore meger Afrikalarin
modernlesememelerinin sebebi yluzyillardan beri birakamadiklari tavirlarmis.

Ozetle, batidaki gazeteciler, siyasetciler ve Fransiz bilim adamlari arasinda bulunan
afro-kotumserlerin bazilarina gore, ginumuzde Afrika kitasi i¢in sadece iki gozum var:

- Ya Afrika kitasinin bir glin gelisecegine dair hi¢c umut kalmadigindan, onu kendi
kaderine terk etmek.

- Ya da kitay1 somurgelestirmek, ¢unku onlara gore, eger Afrika buglne dek diger
kitalara kiyasla gelisememisse, bunun sebebi ilk sdmurgecilik hareketinin hedefine
ulasamamis olmasi ya da daha acik bir ifade ile kitaya zarar vermis olmasi.

Bu yuzden, s6zlerimden sonra, TASAM Uyeleri kendilerine sunu sorabilirler, artik hi¢

1 D'Alayer Christian : Un crime médiatique contre 'Afrique. Les Africains sont-ils tous nuls?, Le Bord de I'eau
yayinlari, Latresne, 2004, 199 sayfa
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kimsenin, hatta kendi liderlerinden, vatandaslarindan ve diaspora Uyelerinden bile
¢cogunun inancinin ve umudunun kalmadigi bir kita ile diplomatik, ekonomik ve kulttrel
iliskiler kurmak ve kuvvetlendirmek i¢cin neden seminerler, konferans ve kongreler
duzenlemekle vakit kaybedelim? Sayin Bagkan izin verirse bu tur toplantilar dizenleyen
sizlerin ve meslektaslarinizin hakli oldugunu sdylemek istiyorum! Afro-kétimser olmakta
sonuna kadar haklisiniz ve Afrika'nin bu tir tesviklere ¢ok ihtiyaci var! Zira afro-
kotumserlerin digstncelerinin tersine Afrika gayet zengin bir kita ve gelecegi ¢cok parlak!
Aksi halde bugln Cin, Hindistan, Brezilya, Amerika gibi cok sayida llke gelmezdi.
Zaten gunumuzde Afrika'ya karsi eski kolonistlerce yurutulen karalama kampanyasi,
benim disunceme gore kiskancliktan kaynaklaniyor. On yillardir kaynaklarimiza el
koymus olan bu ulkeler, bugun diger Ulkelerle rekabete girdiklerinden, bu rekabeti
kotulemekteler!

Peki, Afrika'nin tek segcenegi kiiresellesmenin tim olumsuzluklarina boyun egmek mi?
Bir diger deyisle diger kitalar gibi ortagini 6zgurce kendisi segerek kiresellesmenin
nimetlerinden faydalanma hakkina sahip degil mi? Elbette ki evet! Kitamizin kendi
ortagini kendi segmesi hakki adina, ben Turkiye'nin gelecekte de Afrika'nin gerek
diplomatik gerekse ekonomik alanda yakin ortaklarindan biri olmasi i¢in ilgilenmeye
devam etmesini tegvik ediyorum.

Bayanlar ve Baylar, bu seminerde Afrika'nin davasini savunmamdan sonra, iki yildir
buyuk bir kitlik ceken Nijerya'dan gegmiste esirgemedikleri ve gelecekte de devam
ettireceklerinden emin oldugum yardimlarindan 6turt Turk hikimetine ve Sivil Toplum
Kuruluslarina tesekkuru borg bilirim.

Ulkemize yardim elini uzatan Turk hikimeti ve Sivil Toplum Kuruluslarina stkranlarimi
sunduktan sonra, yine bu salonda bulunan birine tesekkur etmek istiyorum kardegim
ve dostum Ahmet Kavas'a minnettarligimi sunmak istiyorum. Zira istanbul'da ve
Paris'teki yardimlari olmaksizin, ilk kez Nijerya'ya giden Turk Sivil Toplum Kuruluslari
yerel ortaklari bulmada ve etkin galismada birgok zorluk yasayabilirlerdi. Ahmet Bey,
zor zamanimizda sundugunuz degerli yardimlardan oturu tm Nijeryal kardeglerim
adina sana tesekkur ederim. Besincisi duzenlenen Tlrk-Afrika Calistayi'na katilmami
saglamandan dolay1 da minnettarim. $Sahsen benim igin de Ulkemin davasini savunmak,
yani gerek Turk hikimetinden gerekse Nijerya hukimetinden diger Afrika Ulkelerinde
diplomatik temsilcilik agmalarini talep etme firsati ve 6te yandan Turk sirket yoneticilerini
yatirim amacli olarak Nijerya'ya davet etme imkani ve son olarak Turk Universiteleri
ile Niamey uUniversitesi ve oteki Nijerya yuksek 6grenim kurumlari arasinda bilgi alis
verisi gergeklestirme konularinda disincelerimi ifade etme firsati olmustur. Zira
herkesin bildigi gibi genel olarak Afrika'da daha 6zelde ise Nijerya'da gelisim igin buyuk
bir bilgi ve teknoloji transferi ihtiyaci mevcuttur.

Bayanlar ve Baylar, konusmama 6nce herkesi sok eden bir tablo gizerek baglamistim,
simdi izin verirseniz durumu aydinliga kavugturacak baska bir tablo daha sunayim:
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Bu tablo, Turk - Nijerya dostlugunun en
6nemli sembollerinden biridir. Su an igin
daha ¢ok Turk ve Nijeryali Sivil Toplum
Kuruluslari arasinda var olan bu
dostlugun ifade ettigim gibi her iki devlet
arasinda daha Ust seviyeye
genislemesini umuyorum. Yakin
zamanda birkag Turk milletvekili
Nijerya'yl ziyaret etmisti ve umuyorum
ki Nijeryali milletvekili ve bakanlar da
Tarkiye'yi ziyarete gelecekler.2

ve Baylar, hepinize tesekkur ederim.

2 Nijerya Baskani Mamadou Tandja 4 Subat 2008'de Tiirkiye'nin Nijerya Temsilcisi Bilyiikelci Ali Engin Oba'yi kabul
etti, gérismelerde Ali Engin Oba Turk hikimetinin Nijerya'da bir biyukelgilik agmaya karar verdigini dogruladi, 5
Subat 2008 tarihli Le Sahel n°7469.

ASAM
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PRESENTATION

| would like to thank and say welcome to the valuable representatives of ten African
Embassies as well as the participants from our Prime Ministry, Ministry of Foreign Affairs
and the representatives of all the public institutions and other establishments that
periodically participate in these meetings.

In this meeting we also have some guests from abroad. Two gentlemen who are
journalists, one from London and the other from Paris, are here as guest speakers. |
would like to thank them for taking time to participate in this work shop.

Today, | do not want to repeat the things that most of us discuss in majority of the
meetings we have. But, | must mention that the relations between the African Continent
and hence the African Countries and Turkey have continued to develop at an accelerated
pace and in parallel to the developments in this area, we continue to organize our
meetings. Today marks the 5th of these workshops and the theme is “Cultural Relations
and Communication”.

At the point we have reached today, the bilateral relations with the continent and the
African Union may not be at the level that we wish them to be, but compared to the
past, significant steps have been taken at an accelerated pace. The most important
indicator of this is the Turkey-Africa Summit that will be held by the Ministry of Foreign
Affairs in the fall of 2008, bringing together the Presidents of the African States and
Turkey. This summit will set the milestone for the pace of the relations as well as the
direction that they will take in the future.

We have discussed how the relations with the Continent have developed since the 1st
World War, in the meetings that we held. From this point onwards, it will be TASAM's
mission to contribute to the process of shaping and improving the bilateral relations
with the individual states as well as the African Union, which represents the continent
as a whole, in many fields such as economy, social and security issues, so that a
strategic partnership and cooperation can be established. The participation of the
esteemed Ambassadors, representing their countries as well as the associated public
and private sector and non-governmental institutions, help and aid the process and the
development of interaction between the parties involved.

As you may know, recently, between the 4th and 6th of December 2007, we held the
3rd International Turkish-African congress. The main theme of the Congress was
determined as the “African Union and Turkey” and the discussions were held in parallel
to this. The African Union was considered in institutional terms for the first time in this
Congress. In this event where sessions were arranged to take place in 2 days, declarations
that were close to 50 in number, were presented with regard to the present state of the
Union and its potential relations with Turkey in the short, medium and long term and
the effects of such on the regional and global policies. Majority of the participant in this
workshop today were also present in the congress. Almost all of the African Ambassadors
or their representatives from Ankara, were present in the Congress, which was very
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fruitful. The deficiencies at the point we reached were determined and discussions on
how to improve and achieve better results were held. In the file you have in front of
you, you can find the declaration that was presented in conclusion to the Congress, in
four different languages. Moreover, we hereby present the conclusion reports for the
3rd and the 4th workshops in strategic report format in languages of Turkish and English.
I do not want to elaborate on their contents, however | must mention that the
recommendations made and presented as a “Civil Society Initiative” under article 27,
offer a significant perspective with regard to vastly improving our relations with the
continent and individual countries.

Today we have three speakers. After listening to their presentations, we will receive the
opinions and recommendations in an interactive manner by asking and answering
questions. | would like to remind you that the last session of the 2nd day of the 3rd
Turkish - African Congress, was accomplished with the participation of primarily the
Ambassadors. Approximately 15 Ambassadors from Turkey and Africa have addressed
the congress and they told us about their opinions and evaluations. In this session and
in the other discussions held, the point that surfaced as requiring attention was the
insensitivity and disinterest of the public and media. This criticism was made by speakers
from both sides, Turkey and Africa. Here, it is possible to say that the phenomenon
know as the “popular culture” plays a role. With regard to the subject, the Turkish Media
has inadequate information and we must consider this as natural due to the communication
gap that existed for such a long time. This lack of information and accumulation of
knowledge leaves an impression on the media suggesting matters are rather complicated.
In this respect, we plan to arrange meetings that are oriented only towards the media
and journalists so that a correct concept of popular culture can be established by
explaining Africa in a better way and that the subject of Africa takes place more and
more in media and is discussed more by the public. On the subject, we look forward
to hearing your opinions and receiving your support. In the process that leads up to the
Summit in the year 2008, providing accurate information to the public, and increasing
awareness with regard to Africa will have significant positive contribution to the relations
between the parties together with the Summit.

Firstly, | would like to invite our guest speakers from abroad to take the floor. | now
invite Dr. Aboubacar ISSOUFOU from Niger who worked for BBC for long years and
at present works for Deutche Welle Radio in Paris. He works on news in Hevsa language
that is a local language most widely used in Africa, along with the mutual interaction
between Europe and Africa. As such he has undertaken a mission as a journalist in
France at the African Embassy and at the same time he works towards familiarizing
people of Africa with Europe.

Suleyman Sensoy
TASAM Chairman
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REPUBLIC of TURKEY MINISTRY of CULTURE and TOURISM
PUBLICITY of DIRECTORATE GENERAL's ACTIVITIES

Cemal TEKKANAT- Assistant Director
Publicity of Directorate General

Dear Guests and valuable participants

Before all else, | would like to state that | am honored to be here, in this meeting of
great importance. | am aware of the fact that, the participants here are very competent
in their fields and working to strengthen the relations between Africa and Turkey and
that we are in the presence of some people that are devoted to the cause. | would like
to take this opportunity to thank them in person for all their efforts.

The world order is shaping up at a fast pace. To be able to keep in step with this fast
paced development, the nations have to undertake important roles. Within this context
Turkey is showing every effort to be included in many unions. One of these is the African
Union. On the subject, significant steps were taken and studies conducted by valuable
institutions such as “TASAM” since the year 2000. Cooperating in subjects such as the
establishment of interaction between Turkey and the African Union member countries,
adoption of a joint and mutual approach to international relations as well as socio-
cultural and economic problems, prevention of immigration, establishment of common
peace, instilling of democracy and respect towards human rights, are among the
objectives of our Ministry.

On the subject of Africa, multi-dimensional policies have been in application within the
recent periods, both among the effective and influential international institutions of
integration led by the European Union and also in individual countries. In this process
it is evident that Turkey, at present, is required to establish the necessary infrastructure
to be able to establish stronger relations with the African Union member states, in the
future. We on the other hand is working to open up new horizons for the joint efforts
to be carried out in the future by Turkey and the African Union that has a significant
place in the international relations.

The Presentation of Turkey in Africa and Bilateral Relations

Other than the political, economic and military relations between Turkey and the countries
in the Africa continent that we have had deep historical and cultural links since the times
of the Ottoman Empire, our relations in the fields of tourism and culture have increased
especially with countries like Algeria, Egypt, Tunisia, Morocco, Libya, Kenya and South
Africa.

In line with the bilateral agreements that were signed starting from 1960s to the present,
protocols have been signed between these countries and Turkey with regard to tourism
and cultural agreements and establishment of centers of culture, while miscellaneous
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cultural exchange programs were implemented. In line with the objective of stronger
relations, the cultural connection between Africa and Turkey has been reinforced through
organizations such as photograph and handicraft exhibitions, dialog programs, concerts,
shows, festivals and fairs.

The general status of our Tourism Relations with Africa:

As of the year 2006, the international travel volume has reached 842 million level while
tourism market has become as big as 735 billion Dollars and as such tourism has taken
its place among the fastest growing sectors in the world. With regard to our relations
with Africa from the point of view of commerce, tourism seems to be the one area in
which we can close a probable gap that may exist in the competition between Turkey
and the Western Countries. As a result of the negative environment created in the
West, by the phobia against the Islamic World following the events of the 11th of
September, travelling to the Western Countries has become an ordeal instead of a
pleasure for the Arab and African tourists. On the other hand the negative atmosphere
of the Middle East in the year 2006, caused a decrease in the number of tourists visiting
our country from America and some European Countries. With regard to the African
Countries the situation was just the opposite. By taking into consideration that the data
reveals less volume in the year 2006 compared to the year 2005, when we compare
the number of tourists received from African countries in the years 2005 and 2007, it
can be observed that there was an increase in the number of tourists coming from
countries such as Algeria, Libya, Egypt and Morocco to visit our country. Among our
major tourism centers, Istanbul and Antalya are the ones that have been mostly visited
by the African tourists besides Bursa that was once the capital city of the Ottoman
Empire.

The following are some of the reasons why Arab and African tourists prefer to visit
Turkey; the historical connection with the Ottoman Empire, the historical structures that
were left over from the Ottoman Empire, the cultural proximity between the regions and
the curiosity felt for the Turkish culture and that the Turkey is a country with lots of
greenery where the pleasures of all four seasons can be experienced. Furthermore,
the fact that Turkey is a safe place to travel to and has the food culture and cuisine that
the Muslim African Tourists are sensitive about, are contributing factors. Moreover,
sharing the same religion means the religious holidays are on the same days, which
creates an additional incentive for these tourists to spend their holidays in Turkey. The
volume of travel in the Arab countries is approximately 40 to 50 billion Dollars. At present
the share that Turkey gets out of this pie is comparatively small. Within this context,
the Muslim Africans have a special status in the foreign active tourism policy of Turkey.
In increasing the income earned from tourism, the promotional activities have importance.
And | believe it is worth mentioning that besides the efforts spent by our Ministry, it is
also important that the representatives of the private sector are involved in the process.

Furthermore, in order to develop the cultural relations with the African Countries even
further and to increase the share that our country gets from this market, it is necessary
to establish the reciprocal cooperation among the tour operators as well as the other
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tourism organizations, while easing up the travel related processes, and providing face
to face promotion in the process of sharing the knowledge and experiences in the field
of tourism. We also aim to use the visual and printed media in Africa to promote our
country.

Besides all the other factors, our Ministry considers tourism as an important tool and
means to establish closeness among the countries by making possible for them to know
each other better and as such setting the stage for unity to be formed both regionally
and internationally in terms of friendship, brotherhood and peace. Our wealth of historical
past as well the statement of Mustafa Kemal Ataturk wishing Peace in the Country and
Peace in the World clearly demonstrate our point.

| would like reiterate here that our Ministry is ready and willing to lend support to all
kinds of activities, ideas and projects that will strengthen the relations on both sides.

Before | end my speech, | would like to thank the authorities that made possible for us
to meet you here, in this event.

| once again welcome you on behalf of my Ministry and while | greet you with warm
feelings, | wish that this meeting would yield very productive results.

Bilateral Relations
Algeria

Among the activities that have been conducted with Algeria since the signing of the
“Cooperation Agreement in the Fields of Culture and Science” in the year 1967, was
the Academic Meeting that was held in September of 2007 and in which “Culture and
Sufism” were discussed. In this meeting talented artists of Turkish Music Group from
our Ministry took part and in reciprocity to this, the seb-i arus ceremonies that were
organized in Konya were attended by the representatives from the Ministry of Culture
of Algeria. The photograph and handicraft exhibitions that were organized in both
countries, as well as various dialog programs, festivals and fairs that have been mutually
organized continue to attract participation.

Between Algeria and Turkey,

Agreement of Cooperation in Cultural and Scientific Fields on 6 April 1967
Cultural Exchange Program on 4 October 1997

were executed.

Egypt

The capacity of the consultancy office of the Ministry of Culture and Tourism that operates
out of Cairo at present, has been expanded in the year 2008, in a manner that will cover
Tunisia and Algeria. Within this scope the actual presence of Turkey in these countries
will be ensured especially in the areas of culture, tourism and commerce and it would
be possible for these countries to know each other better, while the bilateral relations
are strengthened. We, as the employees of the Ministry extend effort to reinforce the
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relations among the concerned countries by taking part in activities such as the book
fairs, cinema festivals, promotional activities and even the trade fairs. It is very pleasing
that the results obtained from the work conducted have been very favorable and
productive.

There is a Tourism Agreement that was signed on the 19th of June 1996 between Egypt
and Turkey. In the 6th Tourism Mixed Commission that was held on the 6th of September
2005, in Cairo, the capital of Egypt, a mutual agreement between the parties was
reached with regard to sharing the knowledge and experiences in the fields of promoting
tourism, tourism education and investments as well as providing mutual conveniences
in the subject matter fields.

Between Turkey and Egypt,
- Cultural Agreement on 18 May 1966
- Cultural Exchange Program on 29 May 2001

- Protocol for the establishment of cultural centers and organization of the activities in
these centers
on 27 October 1998

were executed.
Tunisia

Between our country and Tunisia a Cultural Cooperation Agreement on the 25th of
February 1964 and a Tourism Cooperation Agreement on the 28th of September 1981
were signed. In line with these developments, the 6th mixed tourism commission meeting
was held in Ankara on 07.10.2003 with the participation of the representatives from the
public and private sector. In conclusion to the meeting that was held in Ankara a Protocol
was signed. In this connection, a Tunisian Cultural Week was organized in Istanbul by
the Embassy of Tunisia located in Ankara and within the scope of this organization
photograph and handicraft shows were held and samples from Tunisian cuisine were
presented.

Between Turkey and Tunisia

Cultural Cooperation Agreement on 25 February 1964  (Ankara)
Cultural Exchange Program on 22 March 2001 (2001-2003-Ankara)
Were executed.

Morocco

In furtherance to the tourism cooperation agreement between Turkey and Morocco that
was signed on the 27th of August 1992, the 1st Tourism Mixed Commission meeting
was held on the 21st of February 2007 in Rabaf. In parallel to these developments, the
number of visitors from Morocco to Turkey has been on the rise.
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Between Turkey and Morocco

Cultural Agreement on 21 November 1960

Tourism Cooperation Agreement on 27 August 1992
Were executed.

The work is under way for the renewal of the cultural exchange program that expired
in the year 1993.

Kenya

One of the five embassies of Turkey in the Sub-Saharan countries is located in Kenya.
Although there is no existing cultural agreement, cultural exchange program or tourism
cooperation agreement between Turkey and Kenya, the cultural relations between these
two countries move forward in general with the help of the individual contacts established
and events organized.

The Ministry of Culture and Tourism has been printing and reproducing promotional
material in the languages of Arabic, French and English to serve the purpose of promoting
Turkey in Africa and these publications are distributed in the fair and meetings that we
mentioned before. The promotional budget of our Ministry reserved for Tunisia in the
year 2006 was 100 thousand Dollars. And in the year 2007 the advertising budget that
was reserved for our Cairo Culture and Promotion Consultancy Office covering Algeria,
Egypt and Tunisia was determined as 350 thousand Dollars.

Ethiopia
Between Turkey and Ethiopia within the Cultural context
Cultural Agreement on 25 June 2004 (Addis Ababa)

Memorandum of Understanding
on 13 March 2000 (Ankara)

Were executed.
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THE BAD REPORTING of AFRICA in the WESTERN MEDIA,
and WHAT CAN BE DONE To IMPROVE IT

Baffour Ankomabh,
Editor, New African magazine,

In 2002, somebody | didn't know sent me one of those universal emails - the type they
send to everybody - talking about the philosophies of various countries and their
multinational corporations. And it centred on cows.

According to this email, in “traditional capitalism”, things work this way:

“You have two cows. You sell one and buy a bull. Your herd multiplies, and the economy
grows. You sell the cows and retire on the income.”

But give the Americans the same two cows: “They sell one, and force the other to
produce the milk of four cows. And then they are surprised when the cow drops dead.”

In France: “You give them the same two cows. They go on strike because they want
three cows.”

You give the same two cows to the Japanese: “They redesign them so that the cows
are now one-tenth the size of an ordinary cow and produce 20 times the milk. They
then create clever cow cartoon images called Cowkimon and market them worldwide.”

You give the same two cows to the Germans: “They re-engineer them so the cows live
for 100 years, eat once a month, and milk themselves.”

Give the same two cows to the British: “And both become mad.”

What about the Africans? Whoever sent me the email was clever. He didn't include any
entry for Africans. | said God bless his heart; | would have asked my two cows to chase
him down the road until he showed some respect.

To me, that act of omission - not including any entry for the African - sums up the place
of Africa in the imagination of those who control the levers of information in our current
globalised world.

In other words, Africa does not exist; if it does at all, it exists in the margins, and therefore
does not deserve to be treated with the same respect accorded to the other places of
the world.

The same attitude infects the reporting of Africa in the world media and explains why
Western editors find it more newsy showing African children with flies hovering around
their mouths than showing Africa in full flower.

They do so not because they don't know the impact of negative images.
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In January 2002, Martyn Lewis, one of Britain's best known broadcasters, having worked
at the BBC and ITN, told a conference attended by 100 top media professionals in
Britain, that: “The greatest journalistic challenge is to create the balance between
weighing the positive and negative. It is lazy journalism to concentrate just on the
negative.”

But the “negative” is so much ingrained in the Western imagination and its journalism
that it is very difficult to change it.

It goes as far back as the 18th century philosophers, such as Voltaire and Kant, who
did not only justify the enslavement of Africans but imperialism as well. Interestingly,
neither Voltaire nor Kant had any firsthand knowledge of Africa and Africans.

But listen to Voltaire, the French philosopher, writing about Africans in the 18th century:
“If their understanding is not of a different nature from ours, it is at least greatly inferior.
They are not capable of any great application or association of ideas, and seem formed
neither in the advantages nor the abuse of our philosophy.”

Voltaire's views were echoed in the mid-18th century by Kant, the German philosopher:
“The Negroes of Africa,” he wrote, “have received from nature no intelligence that rises
above the foolish. The difference between the two races is thus a substantial one. It
appears to be just as great in respect to the faculties of the mind as in colour.”

But as, Basil Davidson, the venerable European historian of Africa points out: “The
racism that we know, was born in Europe and America from the cultural need to justify
doing to black people, doing to Africans, what could not morally or legally be done to
white people, least of all to Europeans. To justify the enslavement of Africans, in short,
it was culturally necessary to believe that Africans were inherently and naturally less
than human. That was the cultural basis of the slave trade and of the modern imperialism
of Africa which followed the slave trade.”

But before now, Africa and its people were revered in the ancient world. Martin Bernard
handsomely recounts in his ground-breaking book, Black Athena, how Greek thinkers
of the Classical Age admired Ancient Egyptian civilisation and drew upon its rich traditions
of governance, and intellectual and artistic production. And those Ancient Egyptians,
as we all know, were black Africans!

Yet, as Basil Davidson says, imperialism and enslavement of Africans had to be justified,
and so Africa's glorious history, and its immense contribution to the world, had to be
done away with by Europe.

And this horrendous legacy has remained to date, and informs the negative reporting
of Africa in the Western media.

Remember that the European media was in its infancy when Kant and Voltaire and the
others were doing the damaging work on Africa .

For example, the first “British” newspaper was published on 2 December 1620 as a
single piece of foolscap paper printed on both sides. That paper, called the Corrant,
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was published in Holland because “it was too risky to print a newspaper in Britain” at
the time.

Thus, the owner of the Corrant, a Dutchman, Peter van den Keere, a map engraver
who had worked in England, had to jump over to his native Holland to print Britain's
first newspaper.

The Corrant went on until September 1621, by which time Thomas Archer, an Englishman
bookseller, had mustered enough courage to puboish his own newspaper in England.
Nevertheless, he was promptly locked up for being so daring.

But as time went on, the Establishment found that they could use the newspapers to
their own advantage. And so, they came up with the wonderful idea that the “press is
the fourth estate of the realm”.

But | am going ahead of myself here, so let me re-trace my steps.

To fully understand the bad reporting of Africa in the Western media, you must understand
the dynamics and agendas that drive the media. From my own observation, | have
isolated five:

National interest.

Government lead.

Ideological leaning

Advertisers and Readers power
Historical baggage.

For the purposes of today, | will concentrate on only three: national interest, government
lead, and historical baggage.

Let's take “national interest” first.

In Britain, there is something called the Wolfe's Law of Journalism, which says: “You
cannot hope to bribe or twist, thank God, the British journalist. But, seeing what the
man will do unbribed, there is no occasion to.”

It says a lot about the famous British media, and by extension, the Western media in
general.

Ernest Bevin, British foreign secretary between 1945 and 1951, had a wonderful take
on it: “Why bother to muzzle sheep?”, he once famously asked in Parliament during a
debate on the media.

By likening the British media to a flock of “sheep”, Bevan was telling a truth not always
heard in the British Isles.

“Why bother to muzzle sheep?”, he asked. He was being logical, wasn't he? Who has
ever seen a sheep bite? So why muzzle a docile, obedient, stupid even, animal who
is unable to bite or bark?
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Bevan knew what he was talking about. He knew, for example, that in Britain and
elsewhere in the West, the media is accepted as the “fourth estate of the realm”.

The last time | checked, my dictionary still defined “estate of the realm” as: “An order
or class of persons in a political community, regarded collectively as a part of the body
politic...”

Therefore, the Western media, being “the fourth estate of the realm” is indeed the “fourth
arm of the state” or the fourth pillar on which the establishment rests.

The media, therefore, doesn't sit outside the state and throw stones at it. It is deep
inside the state, helping it to function as designed by the powers that be.

Thus, the fashionable image of the media as a storming, howling enemy of the government
is a myth that lives only in textbooks.

Yes, it is true that sometimes the media throws stones the state, but this happens in
about 5% of the time. In the remaining 95%, the media collaborates with the first three
estates of the realm, for the attainment of national goals and interests.

This includes “following the flag” or “following the lead set by the government”, especially
in foreign policy matters.

In short, national interest plays a huge role in how a story is written, the spin put on it,
what page it occupies, and the size of the headline.

In 1991, Ronald Spark, the then chief editorial writer of The Sun (the newspaper with
the current largest circulation in Britain, 4.8 million a day) made an amazing statement:

"Truth is sacred,” he said, “but a newspaper that tells only part of the truth is a million
times preferable to one that tells the truth to harm his country."

Interestingly, you don't get Mr Spark's remarkable insight in any textbook. But there are
signposts.

In 2001, in an editorial comment on the sale of The Daily Express (of London), The
Guardian, (also based in London), wrote:

"The Daily Express was once a paper whose journalism thundered out across country
and empire. For more than 15 years, it sold more than four million copies a day. Its
proprietor, Lord Beaverbrook, liked to think of his main paper as a weapon.

'When skillfully employed,' Lord Beaverbrook once wrote, 'no politician of any party can
resist it. It is a flaming sword which will cut through any political armour. Many newspapers
are harmless because they do not know how to strike or when to strike... But teach the
man behind them how to load and what to shoot at, and they become deadly'.

So how does this affect the reporting of Africa?

From history, it has been shown that if the metropolitan powers find their interests
conflicting with the interests of Africa, African interests take a beating - and it is the
media that becomes the willing tool for this atrocity.

’|\/\ C )'/\ /\/\ TURK ASYA STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI 3 1

TURKISH ASIAN CENTER FOR STRATEGIC STUDIES



COMUNICATION AND CULTURAL RELATIONS
BETWEEN AFRICAN COUNTRIES AND TURKEY

Remember Lord Beaverbook: “Teach the man behind [the newspaper] how to load and
what to shoot at, and they become deadly'.

You don't have to go far to look for examples; just look at Zimbabwe today, and the
reporting of it in the British and Western media, because the Africans there have dared
to take back their ancestral land which was stolen from them by the European settlers
- a classic case of the interests of the metropolitan powers clashing with African interests,
but on this singular occasion the African interests triumphing over the metropolitan
interests.

Now let's turn to “government lead”.

Normally, the Western media boasts that they are free to report freely. That is only half
true, because when national interests are at stake, and the government comes out with
the flag and sets the lead, the media dutifully “follows the flag” and the lead set by
government.

On 24 August last year, a New York Times editorial declared: “If we had all known then
what we know now; the invasion [of Iraq] would have been stopped by a popular outcry.”

This shocked John Pilger, one of the greatest Western journalists of our time, into
saying: “This amazing admission was saying, in effect, that the invasion would never
have happened if journalists had not betrayed the public by accepting and amplifying
and echoing the lies of Bush and Blair, instead of challenging and exposing them.”

Pilger continued: “We now know that the BBC and other British media were used by
MI6, [the British version of the CIA]. In what was called 'Operation Mass Appeal', MI6
agents planted stories about Saddam Hussein's weapons of mass destruction - such
as weapons hidden in his palaces in secret underground bunkers. All these stories were
fake.

“But this is not the point. The point is that the dark deeds of MI6 were unnecessary.
Recently, the BBC's director of news, Helen Boaden, was asked to explain how one
of her 'embedded' reporters in Iraq, having accepted US denials of the use of chemical
weapons against civilians, could possibly describe the aim of the Anglo-American
invasion as to 'bring democracy and human rights' to Iraq.

“She replied with quotations from Blair that this was indeed the aim, as if Blair's utterances
and the truth were in any way related...”

But those of us who knew what drives the media, were not surprised by Helen Boaden's
answer. The BBC was only following the lead set by the Blair government.

John Pilger knew it too. “Such servility to state power,” he said, is hotly denied, yet
routine. Almost the entire British media has omitted the true figure of Iraqi civilian
casualties, willfully ignoring or attempting to discredit respectable studies.”

‘Language,” Pilger continued, “is perhaps the most crucial battleground. Noble words
such as 'democracy', 'liberation', 'freedom' and 'reform' have been emptied of their true
meaning and refilled by the enemies of those concepts...

’|\/\ C )'/\ /\/\ TURK ASYA STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI 38

TURKISH ASIAN CENTER FOR STRATEGIC STUDIES



COMUNICATION AND CULTURAL RELATIONS
BETWEEN AFRICAN COUNTRIES AND TURKEY

“‘How may people know that, in revenge for 3,000 innocent lives taken on 11 September
2001, up to 20,000 innocent people died in Afghanistan?”

And here comes the rub - John Pilger's climax - and | will read it slowly. He is now
talking directly to fellow journalists:

“In reclaiming the honour of our craft, not to mention the truth,” he said, “we journalists
at least need to understand the historic task to which we are assigned - that is, to report
the rest of humanity in terms of its usefulness, or otherwise, to 'us' [meaning the West],
and to soften up the public for rapacious attacks on countries that are no threat to us.

“We soften them up by dehumanising them, by writing about 'regime change' in Iran
as if that country were an abstraction, not a human society...”

Your Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen, that is the “historic task” assigned to the
media- “the fourth estate of the realm”: To report the rest of humanity, especially Africa,
in terms of its usefulness or otherwise, to the West, and to soften up the Western public
for rapacious attacks on other countries.

In 2004, Piers Morgan was sacked as editor of The Daily Mirror (based in London),
leaving him enough time to publish his memoires, in which he revealed that in the eight
years that he was editor (from 1996-2004), he met Tony Blair, more than 58 times.

These are his exact words, taken from his book:

“The most overriding sense | had in re-living my career in [this book], was the staggering
degree of access | enjoyed for so long to the corridors of power and influence in this
country.

“At the time it seemed perfectly normal to be having breakfast with a tycoon like Philip
Green, lunching with the prime minister, and dining with George Michael. Sometimes
all on the same day...

“‘Bored one evening, | counted up all the times | had met Tony Blair. And the result was
astonishing really, or slightly shocking - depending on your viewpoint.

‘I had 22 lunches, 6 dinners, 6 interviews, 24 further one-to-one chats over tea and
biscuits, and numerous phone calls with him. That's a lot of face time with arguably
Britain's most important person.”

In total, Piers Morgan met Blair 58 times, not counting the “numerous phone calls”. And
you can bet your bottom dollar that they did not only discuss tea and biscuits when they
met.

And Piers Morgan did not only meet Blair so many times, he met, on numerous occasions,
a good deal of Blair's ministers and officials, from Gordon Brown down, and sometimes
their wives and husbands too.

If Blair met Piers Morgan 58 times, you can imagine how many times he met the other
editors of the other British media houses, to keep them on side.
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If an African editor meets his president or prime minister 58 times in 8 years (not counting
the “numerous phone calls”), they would say he has been bought by the government.
But it happens in Britain and nobody butts an eyelid - because, as Piers Morgan states,
it is perfectly normal - to follow the flag and the lead set by the government.

By now, | hope, you have got the drift of the agendas and dynamics that drive the
Western media.

But because time is not on my side, let me jump to the one that directly affects the
negative reporting of Africa. It is called “historical baggage”, and comes straight from
the work that Voltaire, Kant & Company did on Africa in the 18th and 19th centuries.

In 1999, George Alagiah, the BBC newscaster and former African correspondent, defined
“historical baggage” as: “The 20th century view of Africa infected with the prevailing
wisdom of the 19th century.”

On 3 May 1999, Alagiah wrote a piece for The Guardian in which he pleaded with his
colleagues in the media to stop reporting Africa via the tainted view of historical baggage.

What he wrote is so pertinent to today's conference, that it needs quoting at length
here.

He wrote: “For most people who get their view of the world from TV, Africa is a faraway
place where good people go hungry, bad people run government, and chaos and
anarchy are the norm.

“‘My job is to give a fuller picture. [But] | have a gnawing regret that, as a foreign
correspondent, | have done Africa a disservice, too often showing the continent at its
worst and too rarely showing it in full flower.

“There is an awful lot of historical baggage to cut through when reporting Africa: the
20th century view of the continent is, even now, infected with the prevailing wisdom of
the 19th century.

“Take this description of an African from a speech given by the [British] explorer John
Hanning Speke in the 1860s: 'As his father did, so does he. He works his wife, sells
his children, enslaves all he can lay his hands upon, and unless fighting for the lands
of others, contents himself with drinking, singing, and dancing like a baboon, to drive

dull care away'.

It's an ugly thought”, Alagiah said, “but | would bet one of my new suits that there are
many out there [today] for whom those words still have resonance...

“I| take this personally,” Alagiah said, “because | spent part of my childhood in Africa [in
fact in Ghana where | happen to come from].

“After Britain,” Alagiah said, “Africa is probably the place | feel most at home. | know it
to be a place of great passion and variety. Above all, it is a place where the outsider
is forever welcome. In the hardest of times and in the most desolate of places, | have
been greeted with a warm hand and an open heart...
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“In the most poverty stricken and politically oppressed corner of Africa, there is irrepressible
vein of hope and humour that bubbles to the surface...

“There has been too much of Africans as victims and not enough showing their daily
triumphs against impossible odds.”

George Alagiah, of Asian extraction, is now one of the seniors at the BBC. But did
anybody listen to him?

Interestingly, The Guardian, which published his plea, chose to title Alagiah's article:
“‘New Light on the Dark Continent”.

Even when Alagiah was pleading that “historical baggage” should be dropped, The
Guardian, in its infinite mercy, still put the “Dark Continent” headline on the very article
in which Alagiah was making the plea.

That should tell us about the enormity of the problem we have trying to improve the
reporting of Africa in the Western media. They are incorrigible.

To me, the problem really lies in the inability of the 21st century Western journalist and
their media houses to drop the historical baggage about Africa! This is why much of
their coverage of the continent is negative.

And it also explains why the French president, Nicolas Sarkozy, can go to Senegal in
the summer of 2007 and have the temerity to say the same things about Africans as
Voltaire and Kant said in the 18th century.

The answer, in fact, lies in what | discovered in the summer of 2002, when | attended
a weekend conference organised outside London for senior media professionals in
Britain. It was there that someone spoke about how British journalists report into a box.

“The box,” he said, “contains pre-set ideas. If a reporter comes back with a story that
does not conform to the preset ideas, two things happen: the story is either edited to
suit the pre-set ideas, or it is thrown into the rubbish bin.”

If you were a reporter who knew the contents of the box, your natural instinct, in fact
logic, would be to come back with stories that fit the box, not the rubbish bin.

You would go looking for an African child with flies hovering around his mouth, not the
healthy boys and girls dressed nicely going to school. You would go looking for an
African ghetto, not the nice parts of Accra or Johannesburg. You want your story
published, so you would do your utmost to stick to the box.

So now what can we do to stop or improve the negative reporting of Africa?

Simple. As we have seen, the negative reporting is deeply ingrained. It has a philosophy
and history all of its own. And we cannot change it from within. We have to attack it
from the outside.

And there are recent precedents! When the Arabs saw that they were getting a rough
deal at the hands of the Western media, they set up their own media to challenge the
Western reporting of the Arab world: Aljazeera.

’|\/\ C )'/\ /\/\ TURK ASYA STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI 41

TURKISH ASIAN CENTER FOR STRATEGIC STUDIES



COMUNICATION AND CULTURAL RELATIONS
BETWEEN AFRICAN COUNTRIES AND TURKEY

During the run-up to the Iraq war in 2003, the French president, Jacques Chirac, was
angered by the fact that the CNNs and BBCs of the Western world would not properly
report the French view on the crisis.

To counter any future blackout of French views, Jacques Chirac's government, launched,
late last year, the French version of the BBC and CNN, called France Vingt-Quarte (or
France 24) - a 24-hour rolling news channel broadcast simultaneously in both French
and English, by satellite and also digitally.

If the BBCs and CNNs will not report French views properly, imagine what they do with
African views!

Again, last year, the Russians were equally obliged to launch their own 24-hour news
channel, Russia Today. The Chinese soon followed suit with their own 24-hour news
channel, called CCTV - all broadcast to the world via satellite and also digitally.

To stem the bad reporting of Africa in the Western media, Africa must follow the example
of the Arabs, the French, the Russians and the Chinese. We should launch our own
rolling 24-hour news channel or channels, and other continental media outlets
(newspapers, magazines, etc) to champion African views and interests, and challenge
the Western reporting of Africa.

This is what we at New African, the magazine that | edit, have been trying to do over
the past 8 years. But our voice is not big enough to cover the whole ground. We need
more New Africans to take up the challenge.

Thank you.
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AFRICA AS VIEWED FROM OUTSIDE

Aboubacar ISSOUFOU
Journalist and Executive of Agence Tasfir'Veille

Distinguished Ambassadors,
Esteemed Ministry Officials
Distinguished President of Tasam,
Ladies and Gentlemen,

| am delighted to assist the fifth workshop organized by TASAM, which reunites on one
hand the Authorities, Managements of enterprises, and the Turkish NGOs and official
representatives of Africa and Turkey on the other, with the purpose of following-up the
Turkish African dialogue and reinforcing the diplomatic, economic and cultural relations
between Turkey and our continent.

Ladies and Gentelmen, | am invited to this workshop to talk to you about the image of
Africa as seen from outside the African continent, as you may imagine, it is a vast
subject and that is why, | am going to, in all modesty, take the subject on the basis of
one example, but an example, which in my eyes is sufficienty representative. This is
because, it is the image of Africa in France, the country where | live for more than a
quarter century and where | practice for two decades my profession as a journalist as
a correspondent first for the English Radio BBC followed by Voice of Germany (Deutsche
Welle). | also created in this country, for about a year ago a small Agency of Economic
Intellegence, or what the Anglo-saxons refer to as Business Intellegence. And the
mission of this new agency is to follow the Small and Mid-sized French Enterprises and
Industries (SME/SMI) and those European countries which are close to France and
wishing to export to West Africa and vice-versa and aid the West African Entrepeuneurs
who are in a search to find partners in Europe or who wish to penetrate the European
market. That is why, as a journalist and chief of an African enterprise in France, that
is to say as someone who is close to all circles, | am well placed to know what the
image of an African and his/her continent is in this country.

Ladies and Gentelmen, according to a French proverb, a picture is worth a thousand
words; | would therefore like to show you two images, which will certainly shock some
among you, but unfortunately it is this type of images that the French media try to
engrave in the minds of the French people.

This is why for the majority of the French, Continent of Africa is synonymous with famine,
malnutrition, AIDS, bad government, corruption, ethnic conflicts, etc. and this biased
and negative vision of Africa is called << afro-pessimism >>. An afro-pessimism, which
a substantial number of my collegues reflect in an intentional manner, through their
interviews and documentaries on our continent. How could a French person have a
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positive image of Africa when he/she has been shown images similar to those | have
shown you since their tender childhoods. That is to say, images of skeletal children or
children with bloated stomachs who are sucking their thumbs, with their runny noses,
and the flies that are flying all over their faces. Another colleague of mine, Christian
d'Alayer, has not hesitated in classifying the afro-pessimism of the western media in
general, and that of France in particular, as media crime against Africa'. Happily, there
are a few exceptions, such as Christian d'Alayer. That is to say, there still exists a few
western journalists, specialists of Africa, who fight by our side against this afro-pessimism
of media that does great injustice to our continent. It is due to this afro-pessimism that
many French investors do not believe in the Africa of today. Even the same big French
groups which have been based in the continent for many decades, have started to
leave under the pretext that there is no future.

A Nigerian child suffering from malnutrition in 2005 and The view of a Nigerian child
who is being fed through the nasal path. suffering from malnutrition in 2005

Unfortunately, it is not only the French media that develops this afro-pessimism in
France, but certain French political figures, led by Nicolas Sarkozy, contribute to the
trend. Is there anyone who does not remember the famous speech of French President
at Dakar, a speech drafted by his political advisor Henri Gueno, in which he covered
all the racist thesis of the old French writers against Africans. According to Nicolas
Sarkozy, the reason why Africans have not yet been modernized is their persistence
in displaying the same behavior for centuries.

In summary, for certain western afro-pessimists among French journalists, political and
scientific figures, there are only two solutions for the African continent today:

- To abandon Africa to its own destiny as there is not any hope of seeing this continent
developing.

1 D'Alayer Christian : Un crime médiatique contre I'Afrique. Les Africains sont-ils tous nuls?, Le Bord de I'eau
publications, Latresne, 2004, 199 pages

/|\/\ e )'/\ /\/\ TURK ASYA STRATEJIK ARASTIRMALAR MERKEZI 44

TURKISH ASIAN CENTER FOR STRATEGIC STUDIES



COMUNICATION AND CULTURAL RELATIONS
BETWEEN AFRICAN COUNTRIES AND TURKEY

- Or re-colonize the continent, as according to them, if Africa has not been able to
develop until now in comparison to the other continents, this is due to the failure of the
first colonization attempt in achieving its purpose or to put it more bluntly due to the
damage that it has given.

Hence, after what | said here, the TASAM members may ask themselves why they
waste time in organizing workshops, seminars and congresses where the only goal is
to create or to reinforce diplomatic, economic and cultural relations with a continent in
which no one believes today, including, maybe even, its own leaders, inhabitants, and
members of diaspora as well? Please allow me Mr. President, to say that it is you, your
colleagues who were right in regularly organizing this kind of encounters! That is to say
that you have valid reasons to be afro-optimists and Africa is in need of such
encouragement! Because, contrary to those who think as afro-pessimists, Africa is an
enormously rich continent with a bright future ! Otherwise, it would not be frequented
by so many countries such as China, India, Brazil, United States, etc. today. Anyway,
if there is today that campaign of denigration against Africa on the part of those ancient
colonists, it is in my opinion, a kind of jealousy on their part. Those countries, which
for decades had their hands on our primary resources have a lot of trouble in competing
when faced with competition from other countries!

Then, is Africa's only option is to submit to the inconveniences of globalization? Said
in other words, is it not also Africa's right to profit, like all other continents, from such
globalization by freely choosing its partners? Of course, the answer is a yes! Then, it
is in the name of such right of our continent to freely choose its partners that | forcefully
encourage Turkey to continue to interest itself in Africa so that in the coming years it
may become Africa's principle partner in both diplomatic and economic plan!

After having pleaded the cause of Africa in general in this workshop, please allow me
Ladies and Gentlemen, to take this opportunity for thanking again the Turkish government
and Turkish NGOs for the aid they have brought, and which they continue to bring to
my country, Nigeria, which as you know, is in a great state of famine for two years.

After having thanked the Turkish government and the NGOs, which help my country,
please allow me to congratulate one person who is in this room. And this person, who
| will offer my absolute thanks is my brother and friend Ali Kawas, because without his
help, in Istanbul and Paris, the Turkish NGOs which found themselves for the first time
in Nigeria would have been hard pressed to find good partners to work effectively at
the terrain. Ahmet, | would like to thank you in the name of all my Nigerian brothers for
your precious help which helped us through our difficult times. | am very thankful to you
for making possible for me to attend this Turkish- African Workshop for which the fifth
one was organized. This has given me the opportunity to defend my country's case,
in other words | had a chance to request both from the Turkish Government and Nigerian
government that they establish diplomatic representation in other African Countries as
well as inviting the executives of the Turkish companies to Nigeria for investment
purposes and lastly | was provided with the opportunity to express my opinions on
exchange of information between the Turkish Universities, and Niamey University and
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other Nigerian Higher Education Institutions. As known by most, the need for transfer
of know-how and technology specifically in Nigeria and generally in Africa is very high.

Ladies and Gentlemen, | started my speech by drawing a picture that may be shocking
to most of you, now if you allow me, | would like to present you with another picture
that may shed some light to the situation:

This picture is one of the most important things that symbolizes the friendship between
Turkey and Nigeria. At present this relationship is predominantly established between
the Turkish and Nigerian Non-governmental Organizations, however, as | expressed
before, | expect this interaction to be elevated to higher levels in both countries. In the
recent past, a few members of the Turkish Parliament visited Nigeria, and it is my hope
that the Nigerian Parliament Members and Ministers visit Turkey?.

Ladies and Gentlemen, thank you all.

~anal
D'lstanbul

CE CANAL ESTUN CADEAU DU
PEUPLE DE TURGQUIE POUR LE
pePLEDUNGER 2007 |=

Tessaoua, The Channel that is under construction in
Negria by IHH, the Turkish Non-Governmental
Organization.

2 Nigerian President Mamadou Tandja, accepted The Ambassador Ali Engin Oba, Representative of Turkey in
Nigeria on the 4th of February 2008. In the meeting Ali Engin Oba, confirmed that the Turkish Government decided
to open an Embassy in Nigeria, 5th of February 2008 dated Le Sahel n°7469.
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WORKSHOP PARTICIPATION LIST

Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey

Ambassador Kenan TEPEDELEN- Counsellor of Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the Republic of Turkey
and Africa Coordinator

Ambassador Assoc. Prof. Ali Engin OBA

Numan HAZAR- Ambassador, Foreign Policy Adviser of National Defense Minister

Ferda AKKERMAN- Director General for Bilateral Political Affairs

Serap ATAAY -Director General for Bilateral Political Affairs

Biilent KARADENIZ- SAM General Director

Aydin NURHAN- SAM General Director

Algeria
Said MEZIANE- First Secretary

Tunisia
Jamila Elouaer- Counsellor

Morocco
Muhammed IFRIQUINE- Counsellor
Salah OUKHAY- First Secretary

Nigeria
Ibukun A. Olatidoye- Charge d'Affaires

Senegal
Nicolas NYOUKY- Charge d'Affaires
Elhadji Momar CISSE- Second Secretary

Ethiopia

Dr. Mulatu TESHOME- Ambassador
Markos GETA- Counsellor

Teramed ADANE- Attaché

Libyan Arab Jamabhiriya
Muhammed ZENATI- Charge d'Affaires

Sudan
Abdelgader A.M. Daffalla- Counsellor
Muhammed Abuelkheir- First Secretary

Republic of South Africa
Sarel Van Zyl- Counsellor

UNDP
Aygen AYGAC- External Relations Coordinator

Republic of Turkey Undersecretariat of the Prime Ministry
Hakan FIDAN- Deputy Secretary

Republic of Turkey Undersecretariat of the Prime Ministry for Foreign Trade
Atilla KIZILARSLAN- Head of Department
Caner SANNAV- Assistant Expert

Republic of Turkey Ministry of Education
Dog.Dr. Ibrahim OZDEMIR- General Director of External Relations
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Republic of Turkey Ministry of Culture and Tourism Publicity of Directorate General
Cemal TEKKANAT- Assistant Director
Selin UGUR- Assistant Expert

Republic of Turkey Prime Ministry Department of Public Relations
Nevin CIL- General Director

Republic of Turkey Prime Ministry Department of Social and Cultural Relations
Husni GURSOQY- General Director

Republic of Turkey Prime Ministry Department of Foreign Relations
Bahadir BUYUKBODUK- Expert

Republic of Turkey State Planning Agency
Kagan AKDOGAN- Planning Assistant Expert

Republic of Turkey Prime Ministry Department of Religious Affairs
Doc.Dr. Ali DERE - General Director of External Relations
Mustafa Selim YILMAZ- Ankara Preacher

New African
Baffour ANKOMAH- Editor

Agence Tasfir'Veille
Aboubacar ISSOUFQOU- Journalist, Manager

TiKA
Mehmet YILMAZ- EKS Director of General

TUSIAD 5

Eray AKDAG - Director of the relations with Turkish Grand National Assembly
iTO

Selin SARI -Assistant Expert

AKSIAD 3
Haydar CAGIL- General Secretary

MUSiAp
Fatih YULEK- Member of Executive Board

CNN TURK
Osman SERT- Diplomacy Journalist

TASAM

Slleyman $ensoy- Chairman of TASAM

Dr. Engin SELCUK- TASAM Director

Dog. Dr. Ahmet KAVAS- Director of African Institute
Oguzhan KOSE- Expert

Fatma Gunce KANLI- Personal Assistant
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