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GreenARMY 
Louisiana Legislative Scorecard 

2014 Legislative Session 

The  GreenARMY  is  a  state-wide  coalition  of  organizations,  civic  groups,  and 
individuals  fighting  to  preserve  Louisiana’s  culture  and  environment.  The 
coalition  has  a  myriad  of  environmental  campaigns  that  fall  under  the  umbrella 
of clean air, clean water, clean land, and healthy food.

The 2014 Legislative Session was challenging. Like past legislative sessions, this 
year’s  session  had  its  share  of  good  and  bad  bills,  supporters  and  opponents, 
surprises  and  disappointments.  The  members  and  organizations  of  the 
GreenARMY  that  represent  the  environmental  wellbeing  of  Louisiana  had  their 
work cut out for them. 

Bills were introduced this past session to address the issues of water withdrawal 
from  the  Southern  Hills  aquifer,  groundwater  cleanup,  air  monitoring,  Bayou 
Corne,  salt  mining  in  Lake  Peigneur,  and  abandoned  oil  well  sites.  On  the 
positive  side  was  the  overwhelming  support  in  both  houses  for  the  bills 
addressing Lake Peigneur and Bayou Corne. On the negative side were a slew of 
bills  intended  to  stop  the  lawsuit  filed  by  the  Southeast  Louisiana  Flood 
Protection Authority-East.

Methodology 
The following scorecard has been developed in an effort to let the public know 
how State Representatives and Senators voted on environmental interests. The 
selected  bills  and  amendments  represent  a  wide  range  of  state  environmental 
issues and reflect the environmental voting records of the legislators.
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Salt Domes 
The terrible tragedy at Bayou Corne enlightened many legislators.  Senator Rick 
Ward  introduced  SB  209  which  addressed  future  disasters  involving  salt  dome 
cavern storage. SB 209 passed unanimously. Representative Karen St. Germain 
was  also  successful  in  passing  a  resolution  that  requested  the  office  of 
conservation  to  study  the  effect  of  implementing  certain  requirements  for 
operators of salt dome caverns.

Members  of  the  GreenARMY  were  successful  in  having  legislation  passed  that 
supported  the  efforts  of  Save  Lake  Peigneur,  Inc.  The  new  legislation  requires 
public  hearings  before  issuing  permits  to  drill  or  operate  a  new  solution-mined 
cavern  or  to  expand  or  convert  an  existing  solution-mined  cavern  in  Iberia 
Parish.  It  also  requires  that  the  mining  company  must  submit  a  report  that 
provides  a  baseline  analysis  of  groundwater  in  the  area  of  a  permitted  activity 
including  both  the  water  level  and  salt  content,  a  plan  for  monitoring  the 
groundwater  in  the  area  for  levels  and  salt  during  the  activity  permitted,  a 
geologic analysis of the integrity of the salt dome, and the results of an analysis 
of  testing  that  attempts  to  determine  the  source  and  composition  of  the 
foaming or bubbling appearing in Lake Peigneur.

For eight years the community has been trying to get a comprehensive study 

Bayou Corne sinkhole - May 2, 2014
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and  an  explanation  of  the  bubbling  on  the  lake.  Save  Lake  Peigneur,  Inc.  has 
benefitted  from  the  leadership  of  Representative  Sydney  Mae  Durand  and 
Senator  Troy  Hebert  since  the  first  efforts  at  legislation  began  in  2007.  Their 
first successful bill was brought forth by Senator Hebert and passed in 2009. It 
protected drinking water, but was deemed unconstitutional a few months later. 
In 2013 two more bills failed. In 2014 with the leadership of Senator Fred Mills a 
positive  environmental  solution  advantageous  to  both  Save  Lake  Peigneur,  Inc. 
and  AGL  Resources,  Inc.,  the  mining  company,  was  created,  and  a  legislative 
package  authored  by  Senator  Mills  was  passed  unanimously  by  both  houses. 
That was no small feat.

Abandoned Oil Wells 
The issue of abandoned oil wells and the pollution problem they cause has been 
a  long  recognized  problem  in  Louisiana.  Legislation  addressing  this  issue  was 
introduced  by  Representative  Robert  Johnson,  but  was  stalled  in  the  House 
Natural  Resources  Committee.  He  then  introduced  HCR  102  which  proposed 
having  the  Department  of  Natural  Resources  and  the  Oilfield  Site  Restoration 
Commission  review  the  abandoned  wells  and  make  rule  changes  that  would 
result  in  quicker  cleanup  and  a  more  comprehensive  review.  It  cleared  the 
legislative process,  and passed before the Legislative Auditor’s scathing report 
on the program was released.

Louisiana coastal wetlands damaged by oil and gas activity
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Flood Protection Authority Challenged 
The most controversial and intense legislative activity was initiated to fulfill the 
Governor’s  desire  to  stop  the  lawsuit  filed  by  the  Southeast  Louisiana  Flood 
Protection  Authority-East  (SLFPA-E)  against  97  oil  and  gas  companies  that 
would  hold  them  accountable  for  their  part  in  the  destruction  of  coastal 
wetlands. While there were more than a dozen bills introduced in the House and 
the Senate to stop the lawsuit, SB 469 finally became the bill that was used for 
this purpose. 

Passage of SB 469 was a long and heated battle. During the legislative process, 
the bill was amended to make it retroactive in order to stop the previously filed 
lawsuit. The most consequential vote came in the Senate when Senator Martiny 
introduced an amendment to eliminate the retroactive provision of the bill. This 
amendment  failed  on  a  19  to  18  vote.  The  GreenARMY was  very  disappointed 
by several Senators who opposed the amendment, especially Senator Rick Ward, 
III and Senator Greg Tarver.

SB 469 passed out of the House Natural Resources committee with opposition 

Image developed for social media outreach during the legislative session
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from  the  attorneys  on  the  committee.  Representative  Connick  and 
Representative John Bel Edwards should be commended for their efforts on the 
House floor to amend the legislation.

Looking Back 
While  there  was  plenty  of  drama,  disappointment,  and  excitement  over  the 
passage  and  defeat  of  legislation  during  the  2014  Legislative  Session,  overall, 
the GreenARMY did make some progress and put environmental issues into the 
forefront. This had not happened for a long time.
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GreenTEAM 
The  "GreenTEAM"  consist  of  twelve  Representatives  and  seven  Senators  with 
the  highest  scores  -  an  indication  of  their  consistent  support  for  a  safer 
environment. These leaders made the GreenARMY’s victories possible. We thank 
them  for  standing  with  the  GreenARMY  and  we  look  forward  to  working  with 
them in 2015.

House Of Representatives

Patrick Connick
District 84 - Marrero

Edward C. “Ted” 
James II
District 101 - Baton Rouge

Kenny R. Cox
District 23 - Natchitoches

Patrick O. Jefferson
District 11 - Homer

John Bel Edwards
District 72 - Amite

Robert A. Johnson
District 28 - Marksville

Hunter V. Greene
District 66 - Baton Rouge

H. Bernard LeBas
District 38 - Ville Platte

Mickey J. Guillory
District 41 - Eunice

Harold L. Ritchie
District 75 - Bogalusa
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GreenTEAM

Dorothy Sue Hill
District 32 - Dry Creek

Patricia Haynes 
Smith
District 67 - Baton Rouge

Senate

Yvonne Dorsey-
Colomb
District 14 - Baton Rouge

Fred H. Mills Jr.
District 22 - Parks

Richard “Rick” Gallot 
Jr.
District 29 - Ruston

Edwin R. Murray
District 4 - New Orleans

Robert W. Kostelka
District 35 - Monroe

Karen Carter 
Peterson
District 5 - New Orleans

Daniel R. Martiny
District 10 - Metairie
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Additional Comments On Legislators 
Representative Neil Abramson, D98-NOLA
Representative  Neil  Abramson,  an  attorney,  did  not  recuse  himself  and  was 
repeatedly  under  fire  during  the  session  for  having  a  conflict  of  interest  as  he 
has  provided  significant  defense  work  for  oil  and  chemical  companies.  He  was 
absent for seven of the votes evaluated in the scorecard.

Representative Patrick Connick; R84-Marrero
Representative  Patrick  Connick  authored  HB1075 on  littering  and  HCR  10  that 
addressed coastal issues. He also presented a strong opposing voice to SB469 
when it was before the House Natural Resources Committee

Representative Gordon Dove; R52-Houma
Representative  Gordon  Dove  is  the  chair  of  the  House  Natural  Resources  and 
Environment  Committee  and  a  point  man  for  the  Governor’s  opposition  to  the 
Southeast  Louisiana  Flood  Protection  Authority-East  lawsuit.  Representative 
Dove also has a long history of promoting oil and gas interests and undermining 
environmental safeguards. 

Representative Ray Garofalo; R103-Chalmette
Representative Ray Garofalo sponsored an air monitoring bill that was voted out 
of  the  House  Natural  Resources  and  Environment  committee  on  which  he  sits. 
However, once the bill moved out of committee he made no effort to bring it to 
the floor. 

Representative Ted James; D101-Baton Rouge
Representative  Ted  James  was  encouraging  to  community  members  who 
testified  about  living  next  to  polluting  refineries.  He  voted  in  support  of  them, 
and  during  committee  hearings  he  asked  insightful  questions  about  the 
experiences  of  living  near  industry.  He  personally  greeted  those  who  testified 
afterward as well. His actions in the committee showed that he understands the 
issues  regarding  pollution,  health  and  exposure  by  the  nearest  neighbors  to 
toxic chemicals.

Representative Robert Johnson; D28-Marksville
Representative  Robert  Johnson  was  a  strong  advocate  for  environmental 
cleanup  of  abandoned  oilfield  wells.  When  his  initial  legislation  stalled,  he 
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introduced a resolution to make rule changes in the review and cleanup process 
of these sites.

Representative Joel Robideaux; R45-Lafayette
Representative  Joel  Robideaux  voted  in  favor  of  oil  industry  interests  at  every 
opportunity.  He  even  managed to  be  absent  for  two unanimous  votes  in  favor 
of mild Salt Dome Regulation (SB 209 and HCR 54).

Representatives  Franklin  Foil,  Eddie  Lambert,  Jack  Montoucet,  and  Stephen 
Ortego 
These  representatives  are  to  be  commended  for  their  opposition  to  SB469 
when it was before the House Natural Resources Committee.

Senator Robert Adley; R36-Benton
Senator Robert Adley was the Governor’s chief floor leader in the effort to kill all 
possibility  of  legal  remedies  that  would  hold  the  oil  and  gas  industry 
accountable  for  damage  to  the  Louisiana  coast  and  coastal  wetlands.  When 
Senator Adley’s bill appeared to be headed to defeat, he enlisted the assistance 
of  Senator  Brett  Allain.  Senator  Allain  allowed the  content  of  his  bill  SB469 to 
be  replaced  with  the  content  of  Senator  Adley’s  bill.  This  maneuver,  however, 
had some major flaws, and though SB469 passed and was signed into law, it is 
currently in litigation.

Senator Brett Allain; R21-Morgan City
Senator Brett Allain in an effort to kill the Southeast Louisiana Flood Protection 
Authority-East  lawsuit  allowed  the  content  of  a  bill  that  he  introduced  to  be 
replaced with Senator Adley’s antilawsuit initiative.

Senator Eric LaFleur; D28-Ville Platte
Senator Eric LaFleur is to be commended for recusing himself from voting on SB 
469. He recused himself because he works at a law firm that represents oil and 
gas companies, and believed it to be a conflict of interest. 

Senator Fred Mills, R22, St. Martin 
Senator  Fred  Mills  deserves  an  AAA+  for  his  exemplary  efforts  to  protect 
citizens and the environment in Louisiana.  For three years Senator Mills,  a man 
of great integrity, worked side by side with Save Lake Peigneur, Inc. dismissing 
insults,  humiliation,  and  opposition  influence,  but  he  never  wavered  in  his 
resolve  to  fight  for  the  citizens  and  our  drinking  water.  He  encouraged  other 
Senators  to  open  their  minds  and  listen,  and  was  instrumental  in  bringing  the 
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Natural Resources Committees to listen to our pleas. Senator Mills’ dedication to 
stand by his constituents and his willingness to compromise in order to protect 
our drinking water and environment should be the paradigm for our legislators.

Bills and Amendments 
The GreenARMY has chosen bills that are indicative of environmental progress or 
setbacks.  The  Legislators  were  graded  on  these  votes  and  also  their  votes  on 
amendments that would have changed the impact of the legislation.

Act 544
N  SB 469 – Senator Bret Allain, R21-Morgan City
COASTAL RESOURCES:  Provides relative to the enforcement of the State and 
Local Coastal Resources Management Act of 1978. (gov sig).
Current Status:  Signed by the Governor - Act 544. 
https://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=225066

Amendments:
6060 Representative Patrick Connick R84-Marrero Rejected

Addressed collection of attorney's fees for legal services 
entered into by a regional flood protection authority or levee 
district

3863 Senator Danny Martiny, R10-Kenner Rejected
The provisions of this Act shall not apply to any case filed on 
or before March 10, 2014

819 Representative Walt Leger, D91-NOLA Rejected 
Refer to Committee on Civil Law 

3865 Senator Bret Allain, R21-Morgan City Passed
Restricted ability to file suit
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Act 796
N  HB 799 – Representative Stuart Bishop, R43-Lafayette
ATTORNEYS:  Provides relative to the employment of special attorneys or 
counsel (EN SEE FISC NOTE GF EX See Note).
Current Status:  Signed by the Governor - Act 796. 
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=14RS&b=HB799&sbi=y

Act 400
N  SB 667 – Senator Robert Adley, R36-Benton, and Representative Neil 
Abramson, D98-NOLA
MINERALS:  Provides for procedures relative to remediation of oilfield sites and 
exploration and production sites. (8/1/14) (EN NO IMPACT See Note).
Current Status:  Signed by the Governor - Act 400.
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=14RS&b=SB667&sbi=y

SCR 142
Y  SCR 142 – Senator Rick Gallot, D29-Alexandria
TAX/TAXATION:  Requests the Department of Revenue and the Department of 
Natural Resources, in consultation with the Legislative Auditor, to take all action 
necessary to collect oil and gas severance tax and mineral royalties and to 
establish procedures to verify the accuracy of payments and refunds thereof, all 
to be monitored by the Legislative Auditor and reported to the legislature. (OR1 
SEE FISC NOTE GF RV)
Current Status:  Failed House final passage. 
https://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=226176 

HCR 102
Y  HCR 102 – Representative Robert Johnson, D28-Marksville, and Senator Neil 
Riser, R32-Columbia
MINERALS:  Urges and requests the commissioner of conservation to review the 
rules and regulations governing plugging and abandonment of wells.
Current Status:  Sent to the Secretary of State. 
https://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=225904
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Act 795
Y  HB793 – Representative Karen St. Germain, D60-Plaquemine
WATER/RESOURCES:  Provides for the membership of the Capital Area 
Groundwater Commission.
Current Status:  Signed by the Governor - Act 795
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=14RS&b=ACT795&sbi=y

SR 171
Y  SR 171:  Senator Dan Claitor, R16-Baton Rouge
WATER/WATERWAYS:  Requests the Louisiana State Law Institute to create a 
Water Code Committee.
Current Status:  Sent to the Secretary of State.
NOTE:  This was an SCR and when Senator Claitor couldn’t get it through the 
House, he changed it to a Senate Resolution only.
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=14RS&b=SR171&sbi=y

Act 258
Y  HB 802 – Representative Regina Barrow, D29-Baton Rouge
PUBLIC HEALTH:  Establishes a task force on toxic mold (EN INCREASE See 
Note).
Current Status:  Signed by the Governor - Act 258.
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=14RS&b=HB802&sbi=y

Act 691
Y  SB 209 –Senator Rick Ward, R17-Maringouin
SALT DOMES:  Provides for permitting requirements of solution mining injection 
wells and solution mined caverns. (8/1/14).
Current Status:  Signed by the Governor - Act 691. 
https://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=224209

Act 766
Y  SB 585 – Senator Fred Mills, R22-St. Martin
MINERALS:  Requires public notice for certain solution-mined cavern permits in 
Vermilion and Iberia parishes. (8/1/14).
Current Status:  Signed by the Governor - Act 766. 
https://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=225522
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HCR 54
Y  HCR 54 – Representative Karen St. Germain, D60-Plaquemine
SALT DOMES:  Requests the office of conservation to study the effect of 
implementing certain requirements for operators of salt dome caverns.
Current Status:  Sent to the Secretary of State 
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=14RS&b=HCR54&sbi=y 

Act 100
Y  HB-1075 – Representative Patrick Connick, R84-Marrero
ENVIRONMENT/LITTERING:  Defines cigarettes, cigarette butts, cigarillos, cigar, 
or cigarillo tips as litter and provides for littering penalties (EN INCREASE RV See 
Note).
Current Status: Signed by the Governor - Act 100.
http://www.legis.la.gov/legis/BillInfo.aspx?s=14RS&b=HB1075&sbi=y 

HCR 10
Y  HCR 10 – Patrick Connick, R84-Marrero
COASTAL RESOURCES:  Approves the 2014-2015 annual plan for integrated 
coastal protection and restoration.
https://www.legis.la.gov/Legis/BillInfo.aspx?i=225194
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Totals

Go to http://gogreenarmy.com to get an electronic copy of this scorecard, see an 
interactive map showing the scorecard data, and follow the GreenARMY as we march 
steadily towards a safe and healthy Louisiana!.

GoGreenARMY.com



Members Of The GreenARMY Include:

Advocates for Environmental Human Rights
Atchafalaya Basinkeeper
Deep South Center for Environmental Justice
Concerned Citizens of Grand Bois
Concerned Citizens of St. Tammany
Gulf Restoration Network
Justice for Residents around the Bayou Corne Sinkhole
League of Women Voters
Levees.org
Louisiana Bucket Brigade
Louisiana Environmental Action Network
Lower Mississippi Riverkeeper
Mossville Environmental Action Now
Ouachita Riverkeeper
Restore Louisiana Now
Save Baton Rouge Water
Save Lake Peigneur 
Sierra Club

http://gogreenarmy.com


