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To receive updates on state environmental legislation, e-mail: info@tnconservationvoters.org
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*To find the Legislators that represent your district, please visit www.legislature.state.tn.us

2021 21st Avenue S.
Suite 431
Nashville, Tennessee 37212
T 615-269-9090
E info@tnconservationvoters.org

www.tnconservationvoters.org

Member organizations:
Breathe Clean Air Action Team
Cumberland Harpeth Chapter of the Audubon Society
Harpeth River Watershed Association
League of Women Voters of Tennessee
Scenic Tennessee
Southern Alliance for Clean Energy
Southern Environmental Law Center - Nashville
Tennessee Association for Justice
Tennessee Chapter of the Sierra Club 
Tennessee Citizens for Wilderness Planning
Tennesse Environmental Council
Tennesse Forest Council
Tennessee Native Plant Society
Tennessee Parks and Greenways Foundation
Tennessee Preservation Trust
Tennessee Recreation and Parks Association
Tennessee Scenic Rivers Association

Know the Score! 
Tennessee Conservation Voters (TCV) is a statewide non-partisan, non-profit organization dedicated to protecting Tennessee’s 
environment and preserving our natural resources through effective legislative and administrative advocacy.

TCV turns conservation values into Tennessee priorities by advocating for strong environmental policies and holding elected 
officials accountable. This annual Scorecard is one way we accomplish this goal – with factual, non-partisan information 
about how legislators voted on a range of issues. To compile this Scorecard, TCV works with environmental leaders to 
measure the year’s most significant conservation actions.

2013 was not a banner year for the passage of “headline” environmental bills.  And due to the lack of bills on key issues, many 
legislators do not have recorded votes.  But that’s just the surface story and there were unexpected victories.  For example, 
legislators passed three good bills in the space of a week due to local citizen input.  These bills provide incentives for local 
governments to reduce aluminum and plastics in landfills, improve public notice regarding landfill rezoning, and authorize 
courts to assess law enforcement and other costs for nuisance abatement against polluters.

We invite you to examine the scores of your Representative and Senator to find out where they stand on conservation and 
environmental issues.

			       2013 TCV Legislative Priorities

Here is some information on how our five major priorities fared for the 2013 session.  

Maintaining dedicated state funds for state and local park land acquisition, protection of wetlands and 
agricultural conservation
Governor Haslam proposed full funding for this important item, as he has in previous years. The General 
Assembly agreed. This does not always happen. In some past years all of these dedicated funds have been 
diverted from their intended use and transferred to different departments.  Also related to the dedicated land 
funds, a bill was filed but stopped which would have permanently abolished this funding!

Stopping destructive mountaintop mining 
In spite of bills filed to ban mountaintop removal mining and in the face of extensive public support for a ban, 
this priority item failed to advance. In fact the bill failed in a Senate Committee for lack of a motion! Much 
work remains. Key areas for future progress include gaining the support of Governor Haslam and of legislators 
in traditional coal counties.

 
Resisting efforts to undermine necessary regulation of water and air quality
TCV sees much cause for concern here and a need for future scrutiny. TN Dept. of Environment & Conservation has fewer experienced staffers monitoring and enforcing 
our air and water laws. Also, proposed regulatory changes and funding reductions have raised concerns. Our state’s Governor and General Assembly have systematically 
and successfully reduced revenue sources. Whatever your general political philosophy is about the size and role of government, our water and air quality protection efforts 
are not the place to reduce! On a happier budget note, the budget continues to provide helpful infrastructure funds for maintaining our award-winning state parks system.

Protecting against improperly regulated fracking 
No legislation passed on this subject.

However, the General Assembly approved a new TDEC rule allowing for fracking without public notice. The new rules do not require notice for fracking operations using 
less than 200,000 gallons of water. Because of the shallowness of some Tennessee shale, this excludes many potential fracking operations from public notice. 
 
Secretary of State Tre Hargett and State Treasurer David Lillard clarified at a State Building Commission meeting that they do not want state agencies to bring further 
proposals to the Commission that involve drilling for natural gas on state land. The comments came after the State Building Commission allowed UT to move forward 
with plans to drill on 8000 acres owned by the university. UT claims it is a research project (paid for by the drillers). 

Promoting native plants while managing invasive species
The House and Senate passed resolutions urging study of the feasibility of re-establishing plant and animal species native to Tennessee’s coalfield areas.  

Other Significant Environmental Policy Developments:

• Attempts to micro-manage local planning and land use issues were defeated or at least delayed.

• A solar and wind tax compromise between the Comptroller’s office and environmental groups and renewable energy businesses resulted in lower tax rates -- relative to 	
  non-renewable businesses. (Special credit to the Sierra Club on this item.)

• A surprise amendment to a sign bill would have allowed non-illuminated signs to be replaced with illuminated LED signs.  The amendment failed in House committee   	
  due mostly to the efforts of Rep. Mitchell of Nashville and Rep. Dunn of Knoxville. 

THANK YOU!
We are grateful to all who responded to our calls to action last year! No one can reasonably believe that our legislature is doing all we hope for regarding conservation 
and environmental protection, but our work is having a clear impact! Big issues remain, but we’re stopping bad bills and passing some good ones. You are helping us turn 
conservation values into Tennessee priorities.

Reading the Scorecard:
Most national scorecards are based on entire House or Senate consideration of selected bills. In the Tennessee General Assembly however, most important legislative work 
and votes occur within the committee system. To have a more complete picture, this Scorecard also evaluates legislators’ work on important and appropriate environmental 
bills by giving positive or negative credit for committee votes and bill sponsorship. 
Opportunities for earning positive or negative points vary. Not all legislators serve on committees considering environmental bills. While the Scorecard gives a good 
general sense of the extent to which legislators supported the environment, legislators’ scores should not be directly compared unless they had an opportunity to vote on 
the same bills. An additional consideration this year was the lack of substantive votes taken on environmental legislation.  We had fewer items to rate legislators on this 
time, which is reflected in fewer “trees and stumps.”

Like us on Facebook




