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L?. DESCRIPTION I 
I (check One) 

CONDITION 

F i r s t  F a i r  f a x  Stone:  - 
The f i r s t  F a i r f a x  S tone  w a s  p l a n t e d  by Fry and J e f f e r s o n  a t  t h e  head 

Altered Unaltered 

s p r i n g  of t h e  North Branch of t h e  Potomac R i v e r  i n  September,  1746. 
I n  1359, L i e u t e n a n t  M i c h l e r ,  making a  su rvey  on behalf  of t h e  boundary 

Excel lent  a Good Fair  0 Deteriorated R u i n s  !J Unexposed 

Moved 5 original Site 

commissioner of Maryland and V i r g i n i a ,  had t h i s  t o  r e p o r t :  

(Check One) 

DESCRIBE THE P R E S E N T  A N 0  O R I G I N A L  ( I f  h 0 R r n )  P H Y S I C A L  A P P E A R A N C E  

The i n i t i a l  p o i n t  o f  t h e  work, t h e  of t -ment ioned,  of t -spoken of 

(Check One) 

' F a i r f a x  s t o n e ,  ' s t a n d s  on a  s p o t  e n c i r c l e d  by s e v e r a l  s m a l l  streams 
f l o w i n g  from t h e  s p r i n g s  abou t  it. It c o n s i s t s  o f  a  rough p i e c e  
o f  s a n d s t o n e ,  i n d i f f e r e n t  and f r i a b l e ,  p l a n t e d  t o  a  dep th  of a few 
f e e t  i n  t h e  ground, and r a i s i n g  a f o o t  o r  more above t h e  s u r f a c e .  
S h a p e l e s s  i n  form, it would s c a r c e l y  a t t r a c t  t h e  a t t e n t i o n  of t h e  
passe r -by .  The f i n d i n g  o f  i t  was w i t h o u t  d i f f i c u l t y ,  and i t s  
r e c o g n i t i o n  and i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  by t h e  i n s c r i p t i o n  ' Ffx,  ' now a l -  
most o b l i t e r a t e d  by t h e  c o r r o d i n g  a c t i o n  o f  water and  a i r .  1 

A Supreme Court  r e p o r t  of 1911 n o t e s  t h a t  " t h e  o r i g i n a l  F a i r f a x  s t o n e  
was i n  e x i s t e n c e  u n t i l  abou t  t h e  e a r  1883, when it was d e s t r o y e d  by v a n d a l s  
and  s u b s e q u e n t l y  c a r r i e d  away. . ." 3 
Second F a i r f a x  Stone:  

L i e u t e n a n t  M i c h l e r ,  r e p o r t i n g  on h i s  1859 s u r v e y ,  w r o t e :  " I n  o r d e r  n o t  
t o  d i s t u r b  t h i s  s t o n e  ( F i r s t  F a i r f a x )  t h e  f i r s t  o b s e r v a t o r y  was b u i l t  
immediately i n  t h e  r e a r  ( sou th)  of it." "Here, later ,"  t h e  Court  n o t e s ,  

'Michler  b u i l t  h i s  monument, which was abou t  4  f e e t  i n  h e i g h t  and made o f  
several hewn s t o n e s ,  t h e  upper ones be ing  ~ o n i c a l . " ~  An a r t i s t  i n  t h e  emploj 
o f  The D i v i s i o n  o f  P a r k s  has  madekrendering similar t o  t h e  f o l l o w i n g ,  b a s i n g  
upon a n  1881 photograph of what a p p e a r s  t o  be t h e  Mich le r  s t o n e .  

I n  1910 t h e  Cour t  r e p o r t s  t h a t  a l l  b u t  t h e  b a s e  o f  t h e  Mich le r  s o n u a e n t  
was removed by s u r v e y o r s .  

T h i r d  F a i r f a x  S tone :  - 
Vandals a r e  s a i d  t o  have d e s t r o y e d  t h e  Mich le r  s t o n e  i n  1884, and  t h e  

f o l l o w i n g  y e a r  The B v i s  Coke and Coal Company is  s a i d  t o  have e r e c t e d  a 
n a r k e r .  W e  do n o t  know what became o f  it. 

1. Supreme Cour t  of t h e  U. S. (217 U.S.541, October  term,  1909, p .  652. 
2 .  Supreme c o u r t  o f  t h e  U. S. (225 U.S. 56) ,  1911, p .  960. 
3 .  Both o f  t h e  p r e c e d i n g  q u o t e s  a r e  t a k e n  from t h e  above s o u r c e ,  p. 960. 
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F o u r t h  F a i r f a x  S tone  
The s u r r o u 2 d i n g s  were t h u s  d e s c r i b e d  by s u r v e y o r s  i n  1910: 
The s t o n e  is  e a s i l y  reached by a  t r a i l  from F a i r f a x  s t a t i o n ,  which 
i s  % m i l e  t o  t h e  s o u t h e a s t .  The l a r g e  t i m b e r  a l l  a round has been 
c u t  by m i l l  men and E i re  has  d e s t r o y e d  t h e  b a l a n c e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  
immediate s p o t  i s  now l a r g e l y  c o v e r e d  by. b rush  and  b r i e r s .  1 

On August 1 2 ,  1913,  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e s e n t  work, a  new c o n c r e t e  monu- 
ment was b u i l t ,  r e p l a c i n g  bo th  t h e  p r z v i o u s  marks. The new monu- 
n e n t  s t a n d s  2 f e e t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  c e n t e r  of  t h e  base  o f  t h e  M i c h l e r  
monument, which p o i n t  was marked by a  b r a s s  b o l t  bedded l z v e l  w i t h  
s u r f a c e  of t h e  ground. T h i s  r o c k  and  mark a r e  s t i l l  l e f t  i n  p l a c e ,  
b u t  a r e  n o t  v i s i b l e ,  and t h e  mark is 1 f o o t  n o r t h  o f  t h e  p o i n t  
where o r i g i n a l  s t o n e  s t o o d .  2 

The base  is o f  c o n c r e t e ,  3% f e e t  s q u a r e  and 2  f e e t  deep,  s e t  
f l u s h  w i t h  t h e  s u r f a c e  o f  ground. On t h i s  b a s e  t h e  monument was 
b u i l t ,  u t i l i z i n g  t h e  form which had been ' d e s i g n e d  f o r ,  and was 
a f t e r w a r d s  u s e d  i n  t h e  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f  t h e  monuments a l o n g  t h e  
Potomac r i v e r  t o  t h e  Pennsy lvan ia  l i n e .  The monument is 22 i n c h e s  
s q u a r e  a t  t h e  base  and 1 0  inches  s q u a r e  a t  t h e  t o p ,  t h e  l a t t e r  
be ing  b u i l t  up a  few inches  and  rounded o f f .  The t o t a l  h e i g h t  
b e i n g  4 f e e t  and 4 inches  above t h e  b a s e .  The monument c o n t a i n s  
95 bags o f  b e s t  P o r t l a n d  cement and 6% bags o f  w h i t e  sand .  It is  

Ek marked a s  f o l l o w s :  On s o u t h  f a c e  1746 - n o r t h  f a c e  1910. The 
c o r n e r s  a r e  beve led  1% inches  i n  w i d t h .  3 

The 1910 c o n c r e t e  marker s t i l l  s t a n d s  o n l y  a few f e e t  w e s t  of  t h e  o n l y  
s p r i n g  l e f t  i n  t h e  immediate a r e a  ( c f .  accompanying p h o t o ) .  Trophy h u n t e r s  
and /o r  marksmen have ch ipped  away a t  i t s  s u r f a c e ,  bu t  t h e  F a i r f a x  colophon 
s t i l l  remains .  

I n  1957 t h e  t h e n  e x i s t i n g  West V i r g i n i a  C o n s e r v a t i o n  Commission p l a c e d  a 
f l a t ,  s i x - t o n  s a n d s t o n e  immediately above t h e  s p r i n g  b e a r i n g  a  p laque  w i t h  t h e  
f o l l o w i n g  i n s c r i p t i o n .  

T h i s  monument a t  t h e  head s p r i n g  o f  t h e  Potomac r i v e r ,  marks one o f  
t h e  h i s t o r i c  s p o t s  o f  America.  I ts name is  d e r i v e d  Erom Thomas 
Lord F a i r f a x  who owned a l l  t h e  l a n d  l y i n g  between t h e  Potomac a n d  
Rappahannock r i v e r s .  The f i r s t  F a i r f a x  s t o n e ,  marked "Fx", was s e t  
i n  1746 by Thomas Lewis ,  a .  s u r v e y o r  employed by L o r d  F a i r f a x .  T h i s  
is t h e  bas2 p o i n t  f o r  t h e  wes te rn  d i v i d i n g  l i n e  between Maryland 
a n d  West V i r g i n i a .  

m u p p . r e r n e  Cour t  o f ' t h e  U. S .  (225  U.S. 561, p. 960. 
2 .  f b i d . ,  p, 960. - 
3 .  I b i d . ,  p .  960. - 



I E R I O D  (Check One Or More as Appropriate) 

Pre-Columbian 1 16th Century a 18th Century 20th &fury 

0 15th Century fl 17th Century a 19th Century 

P E C l F l C  D A T E t S )  (If Applicable andKnown) 1688 t o  1912 
REAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More a= Appropriate) 

Abor iginol Education Politico1 0 Urban Planning 

0 Prehistoric 0 Engineering Religion/Phi. 0 Other (Specify) 

0 Historic a Industry losophy 

C] Agrial tura 0 Invention 0 Science 

C] Architecture Londscope 0 Sculpture 

Art Architecture Social/Hurnan- 

0 Commerce 0 Literature , itarion 

0 Communications a Military 0 Theoter 

0 Conservation Music Transportotion 

r A T E M E N T  O F  S I G N I F I C A N C E  

There have been£ive F a i r f a x  s t o n e s ,  a l l  l o c a t e d  n e a r l y  e x a c t l y  a t  t h e  same 
p l a c e  and u t i l i z e d  i n  t h e  d e t e r m i n a t i o n  o f  t h e  wes te rn  e x t e n s i o n  of t h e  
F a i r f a x  g r a n t ,  t h e  North-South boundary l i n e  between V i r g i n i a  (West V i r g i n i  
and  Maryland, and t h e  p o s i t i o n i n g  of P r e s t o n ,  G r a n t ,  and Tucker c o u n t i e s  
i n  West V i r g i n i a  and Garre t tCounty i n  Maryland. 

These s t o n e s  r e f l e c t  a  h i s t o r y  going back t o  t h e  King o f  England's  l a n d  
g r a n t  of 1632 t o  Lord Ba l t imore ,  ex tend ing  westward t o  t h e  headwaters o f  
t h e  Potomac, and a  g r a n t  s o u t h  o f  t h i s  by Char les  I1 t o  Lord Thomas Cul- 
peper  i n  1688, of l a n d  between t h e  Potomac and Rappahannock, t e r m i n a t i n g  
t o  t h e  West a t  a  North-South l i n e  t o  be drawn c o n n e c t i n g  what by common 
consen t  were  t h e  " f i r s t  f o u n t a i n s "  o r  s o u r c e s  o f  t h e s e  two r i v e r s ,  Fig .  1. 

The happy f i n a l  r e c o n c i l i a t i o n  of t h e s e  two p o o r l y  d e f i n e d  g r a n t s  was 
a c h i e v e d  w i t h  t h e  F a i r f a x  Stone a s  t h e  c h i e f  p o i n t  o f  r e f e r e n c e  a s  l a te  as 
1912, a f t e r  two c e n t u r i e s  of compl ica ted  c o n t e n t i o n s ,  d i s p u t e s ,  and s u r v e y s  
a lmos t  u n p a r a l l e l e d  i n  American h i s t o r y .  

For t h e  s a k e  o f  c l a r i t y ,  it shou ld  be s t a t e d  a t  t h i s  p o i n t  t h a t  t h e  F a i r f a x  
S t o n e  is n o t  a t  t h e  Maryland-West V i r g i n i a  c o r n e r ,  bu t  de te rmines  t h e  cor -  
n e r  3,983 f e e t  t o  t h e  North ,  where t h e  N-S l i n e  i n t e r s e c t s  t h e  Potomac, F i g  

The l a n d  f i r s t  h i s t o r i c a l l y  r e l a t e d  t o  t h e  F a i r f a x  S tone  was t h e  2 ,450 
s q u a r e  m i l e s  c o n s t i t u t i n g  t h e  "Northern Neck" of V i r g i n i a  g r a n t e d  t o  m1- 
p e y e r  axu i n h e r i t e d  by t h e  S i x t n  Lora  V a ~ r c a x  i n  f e e  s ~ m p l e  i n  17iJ. 
Surveyors  repres5nSi i lg  t h e  Faii-fax c la ims  and tho, colony of  V i r g i n i a  i n  174 
de te rmined  t h e  s t r a i g h t  l i n e ,  t o  becone known as t h e  " F a i r f  ax  L i.12, u n i t  i.ng 
t h z  headwatt3r of t h e  Rap?;hmm::c on a  bra:l,:h o f  t he  3 u b s i d i a r y  Corway 
R i v e r ,  and t he  foun ta inhead  of t h e  pa to -wc  s f e v  ii l i ' l - ,~ m r t h  ,of B laekda tz r  
F a l l s .  P a r t i c i p a t i n g  i n  t h i s  su rvey  t a r m i n a t h g  a t  t h z  F a i r f a x  Stone was 
P z t z r  J e f f e r s o n ,  map 3 a k z r  arld f a t h 3 r  o f  T h a w s  J e f f s r s o ? .  Two years  l a t e r  
Georg? Washing-t.3.1 began ?t 1 5  5:.2 survey on P a i r f a x  laa.3; and h i s  ~.lf- .?d!l-  
cst i g : ~  i n  til.2 F a i r f  ,ix l i b r a r y .  

Lord F a i r f a x  had p lanned  t o  b u i l d  up a f e u d a l  e s t a t e  i n  Americ2, v i r t u a l l y  
a colony a l l  h i s  o m .  'Jhen he  ca:n!: t~-, nakz h i s  hone zt Greenway Ct:,;:::': ilcL:r 

Winches tc?r i n  1749, however, t h  2 chaicr.  Tidevat:..:- -,?d p i ; .cJ . i l .> . ls  l a n d s  ha3  
a l r e a d y  bazx s?ki:1....3, bu t  t h , ~  re was s t  ill o:,;>.j:S.1 LL;-.)- f  deve_lc,p ': ( 5  t e n  o f  

t h c '  mount s.i. tlot15 w e s t e r a  s a t i 3 . 1  of t h e  t r a c t .  
t h e  p r e s e n t  -?:v c o u n t i e s  .3f V i r g i u  i a r.-?. West threc! crf t hem i n  

( c  on t  inue  d) 
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~Numbe*alJ*ntrf** )  8. Significance Fairfax Stone, cont'd. . 

Lord Baltimore did not accept the Fairfax Stone as representing the head- 
waters of the Potomac; consequently he could not accept the Fairfax line as 
definitive of the western boundary of the Fairfax Tract. Furthermore, he 
objected that the Fairfax Stone had been placed without his knowledge and con- 
sent. The Maryland Governor convinced Lord Baltimore that the South Branch of 
the Potomac should be considered the fountainhead of the Potomac and determi- 
nant of Maryland's southwestern boundary. This would have given Maryland more 
southern property but less western land and would have greatly altered the 
configuration of the two colonies. Lord Fairfax agreed to the readjustment, 
believing it advantageous to him, but the intervening Revolutionary War 
delayed settlement of this question. Maryland gradually abandoned the idea 
of the South Branch as the definitive origin of the Potomac. 

The dispute about the Fairfax line was mild compared to the controversy over 
the line drawn from the Fairfax Stone north to Pennsylvania, forming part of 
the boundary between what is now Maryland and West Virginia. Involved here 
were faulty surveys; disagreement about whether to start with the Pairfax 
Stone or the "Brown Monument" erected in 1897 at Potomac Spring about a mile 
northwest of the Fairfax Stone; and squatters' rights and early patents versus 
the claims of Revolutionary War soldiers receiving land in recompense for 
military service. Altercations among confused settlers became frequent. 

At least four meridians competed for the honor of being the North-South boun- 
dary,'three of them beginning with the Fairfax Stone. The first survey was 
made in 1787 by Deakins for Maryland. Although Maryland had not committed 
herself to the Fairfax Stone, Deakins nevertheless started his meridian from 
here, using inadequate surveying instruments and ending up at the Pennsy- 
lvania border three-quarters of a mile east of the true meridian. 

In 1859 Maryland and Virginia actually collaborated in comissioning Lieuten- 
ant Michler of the United States Corps of Engineers, who ran a correct line 
to  the Pennsylvania border but warned that making it the official line would 
result in great litigation. Virginia's agreement with this opinion and the 
intervention of the Civil War made the line null and void. In the meantime, 
dest Virginia replaced Virginia as the partner to any disputes with Naryland. 
In I891 Maryland filed a suit in equity in the United States Supreme Court 
zharging that West Virginia was exercising jurisdiction.over land not belong- 
ing to her. This suit was not settled for 21 years. Meantime, Narytand's 
preferment of the Brown Monument over the Fairfax Stone further complicated 
3ffairs. West Virginia countered with a resurvey of the Deakins line. The 
slightly deviant result is knoyn as the "Fai.rfax Meridian." This line, 
narked by 34 monuments, was accepted by the United States Supreme Court. 

Cwo other boundary settlements derived from the same decision. The low-water 
nark on 'the south side of the Potomac was to constitute the common northern 
>oundary between Maryland and West Virginia, and the beginning point of the 
~orth-south boundary line was to be located where the Fairfax meridian inter- 
3ected the northern-boundary. While this was not precisely where the 

cont'd. 
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I b i d  1911. (225 U.S. 56, pp. 955-968). - 
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Cases Argued and  Decided i n  t h e  Supreme'Court o f  t h e  Uni ted  S t a t e s ,  - - -- -- 
October Terms, 1909, 1910. (217 U.S. 54.)  

' N u m k r  a11 ~ t r l w w )  

9. 

S t u a r t  E. Brown, Jr. ,  'The V i r g i n i a  Baron," V a l l e y s  o f  H i s t o r y ,  S p r i n g ,  
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