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TThhiiss ppuubblliiccaattiioonn wwaass pprreeppaarreedd bbyy tthhee DDiivviissiioonn ooff EElleeccttiioonnss,, pprroodduucceedd aatt aa
ccoosstt ooff $$00..0099 ppeerr ccooppyy ttoo iinnffoorrmm AAllaasskkaann vvootteerrss aabboouutt iissssuueess aappppeeaarriinngg oonn
tthhee 22000077 SSppeecciiaall EElleeccttiioonn BBaalllloott ppeerr AASS 1155..5588..001100 aanndd pprriinntteedd iinn
AAnncchhoorraaggee,, AAllaasskkaa..

TTAABBLLEE OOFF CCOONNTTEENNTTSS

IDENTIFICATION NEEDED AT ALL POLLING LOCATIONS

Voters MMUUSSTT be prepared to show one form of identification such as:

•  Voter ID Card •  Military ID Card
•  Driver’s License •  Birth Certificate
•  State Identification Card •  Hunting or Fishing License
•  Passport •  Other current or valid photo ID

Other forms of identification you may present,
that MUST include your name and current address, are:

•  Current Utility Bill •  Bank Statement
•  Government Check •  Pay Check
•  Or, Other Government Document

If you do not have identification, 
you will be asked to vote a Questioned Ballot.
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January 2007

Dear Alaskans,

I hope the information in this Special Election Pamphlet for the advisory vote on April 3
will help you make an informed decision when you go to the polls.

If you will be out of state on April 3 or if you are unable to get to your polling location
on that day, you may vote absentee, beginning March 19.  In this voter guide you will
find information explaining absentee voting.  You may also call your regional elections
office for voting assistance or review the Division of Elections' Internet homepage for
information:

http://ltgov.state.ak.us/elections

Please use your hard-earned privilege and vote.

Sincerely,

Sean Parnell
Lieutenant Governor

State Capitol
Juneau,Alaska 99801
907.465.3520  465.5400 FAX
www.ltgov.state.ak.us

550 West 7th Ave, Suite 1700
Anchorage,Alaska 99501

907.269.7460  269.0263 FAX
Lt_Governor@gov.state.ak.us

Lieutenant Governor Sean Parnell
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Voter Eligibility and Polling Places
Frequently Asked Questions

QQ –– WWhhoo ccaann vvoottee??
AA –– U.S. citizens, 18 years or older, who are registered to vote in Alaska at least 30 days before an election. This

means you must be registered to vote in Alaska on or before Sunday, March 4, 2007 in order to vote on Tuesday,
April 3, 2007.

QQ –– HHooww ddoo II bbeeccoommee aann AAllaasskkaa rreessiiddeenntt??
AA –– You ARE a resident for voting purposes if you are in Alaska with the intent to remain in the state and are not reg-

istered to vote in another state.

QQ –– MMaayy II rreeggiisstteerr ttoo vvoottee bbeeffoorree II aamm 1188??
AA –– You may register 90 days before you turn 18, but you must be 18 on or before April 3, 2007 in order to vote

in the April 3, 2007 Special Election.

QQ –– II hhaavvee jjuusstt bbeeccoommee aa UU..SS.. cciittiizzeenn..  MMaayy II vvoottee iinn tthhee AApprriill 33,, 22000077 SSppeecciiaall EElleeccttiioonn??
AA –– If you became a U.S. citizen on or before March 4, 2007 and you registered to vote on or before that date, you

may vote in the April 3, 2007 Special Election.

QQ –– IIff II wwaass aarrrreesstteedd oorr ccoonnvviicctteedd ooff aa ffeelloonnyy mmaayy II ssttiillll vvoottee??
AA –– If you were convicted of a felony involving moral turpitude and unconditionally discharged you may vote. In

this case you must re-register with the Division of Elections by March 4, 2007 to be eligible to vote in the April
3, 2007 Special Election.

QQ –– HHooww ddoo II rreeggiisstteerr ttoo vvoottee??
AA –– You may register to vote in Alaska by completing a voter registration application and presenting it in person

to the Division of Elections, a voter registrar in your community, a city or borough clerk, or a voter registration
agency (e.g., DMV, recruitment offices of the armed forces).  You may also mail it to a Division of Elections'
office.  A voter registration application can be downloaded from our web site: 

wwwwww..eelleeccttiioonnss..ssttaattee..aakk..uuss.

QQ –– II hhaavvee mmoovveedd wwiitthhiinn tthhee ssttaattee ssiinnccee II llaasstt vvootteedd..  HHooww ddoo II uuppddaattee mmyy vvootteerr rreeggiissttrraattiioonn rreeccoorrdd??
AA –– You may change/update your registration record on the Voter Registration Application.  This must be done by 

March 4, 2007 for the Special Election on April 3, 2007.

PPOOLLLLIINNGG PPLLAACCEE QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS

TTOO DDEETTEERRMMIINNEE WWHHEERREE YYOOUURR PPOOLLLLIINNGG PPLLAACCEE IISS LLOOCCAATTEEDD PPLLEEAASSEE CCAALLLL 11--888888--338833--88668833 
((IINN AANNCCHHOORRAAGGEE,, 226699--88668833)) OORR VVIISSIITT OOUURR WWEEBB SSIITTEE AATT:: wwwwww..eelleeccttiioonnss..ssttaattee..aakk..uuss

QQ –– WWhheerree ddoo II vvoottee??
AA –– Go to your polling place.  

QQ –– WWhhaatt ddoo II ddoo iiff mmyy ppoolllliinngg ppllaaccee iiss nnoott ooppeenn??
AA –– In the rare instance this might happen, call your regional election office for information. Phone numbers for

all Regional Elections offices are listed on the back cover of this pamphlet.

QQ –– IIff II''mm nnoott ssuurree aabboouutt wwhhaatt ttoo ddoo wwhheenn II ggeett ttoo mmyy ppoolllliinngg ppllaaccee,, iiss tthheerree ssoommeeoonnee tthheerree ttoo hheellpp mmee??
AA –– Yes. The election board workers at the polling place will help you.

QQ –– DDoo II nneeeedd iiddeennttiiffiiccaattiioonn wwhheenn II ggoo ttoo vvoottee??  IIff ssoo,, wwhhaatt ttyyppee??
AA –– Yes. Examples of appropriate ID include: a driver’s license, military ID, fishing or hunting license,  voter ID card,

state ID card, passport, birth certificate or other current or valid photo ID. A picture ID is not necessary.

QQ –– MMaayy II ttaakkee mmyy ccoommpplleetteedd ssaammppllee bbaalllloott oorr mmyy oowwnn wwrriitttteenn lliisstt iinnttoo tthhee vvoottiinngg bbooootthh??
AA –– Yes. Deciding how you will vote before you get to the polls will help you vote an informed ballot.

QQ –– IIss tthheerree aannyy wwaayy ttoo vvoottee iinnsstteeaadd ooff ggooiinngg ttoo tthhee ppoolllliinngg ppllaaccee oonn EElleeccttiioonn DDaayy??
AA –– Yes. See the section in this pamphlet on Absentee Voting.



Voter Rights/Assistance While Voting
Special Election - April 3, 2007

TThhee ppoollllss wwiillll bbee ooppeenn ffrroomm 77::0000 aa..mm.. ttoo 88::0000 pp..mm.. oonn EElleeccttiioonn DDaayy..  TTOO LLOOCCAATTEE YYOOUURR PPOOLLLLIINNGG
PPLLAACCEE PPLLEEAASSEE CCAALLLL 11--888888--338833--88668833.. IINN AANNCCHHOORRAAGGEE,, PPLLEEAASSEE CCAALLLL 226699--88668833.. TThhee ffoolllloowwiinngg iinnffoorrmmaa--
ttiioonn eexxppllaaiinnss bbaassiicc vvoottiinngg rriigghhttss aanndd wwiillll hheellpp vvootteerrss wwiitthh ssppeecciiaall nneeeeddss..

Election information is also available on the Division of Elections' website:   
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..eelleeccttiioonnss..ssttaattee..aakk..uuss

AASSSSIISSTTAANNCCEE WWHHIILLEE VVOOTTIINNGG
If you have difficulty voting because of a disability, difficulty reading or writing English, or for any other reason, you
may bring someone to help you at the polls. The person you bring may go into the voting booth with you and help
you vote. This person may be an election official, family member, friend, bystander, campaign worker, or anyone
else who is not a candidate for office in the election, the voter’s employer, or an officer or agent of the voter’s union.
This is your right under state law.

NNOONN EENNGGLLIISSHH SSPPEEAAKKIINNGG VVOOTTEERRSS
Alaska Native and Tagalog language assistance is available at many polling places throughout the state. Let the Division
of Elections know ahead of time if you will need this service when you vote.

HHEEAARRIINNGG IIMMPPAAIIRREEDD VVOOTTEERRSS
The Division of Elections has a TTY telecommunications device, which allows hearing impaired voters to obtain
general information about elections by calling (907) 465-3020.

VVIISSUUAALLLLYY IIMMPPAAIIRREEDD VVOOTTEERRSS
Magnifying ballot viewers for the visually impaired will be available at all polling places and absentee voting sites.

Audio tape recordings of the AApprriill 33,, 22000077 SSppeecciiaall EElleeccttiioonn PPaammpphhlleett are available from the Alaska State Library,
Talking Book Center, located in Anchorage. Contact the library at (907) 269-6575 for information.

PPHHYYSSIICCAALLLLYY DDIISSAABBLLEEDD VVOOTTEERRSS
If you have difficulty gaining access to your polling place, or if you have accessibility questions about your polling place,
please let the Division of Elections know. We make every effort to ensure that polling places are accessible to all
Alaskans.

EEMMEERRGGEENNCCYY AABBSSEENNCCEESS
If you are unable to vote at your polling place for the Special Election and did not have time to apply for an absentee
by mail ballot or to vote absentee in person, you may be able to vote by fax. The application period for voting by fax
begins on MMaarrcchh 1199,, 22000077 and applications must be received by 55::0000 pp..mm.. AASSTT on AApprriill 22,, 22000077.  

IIFF YYOOUU HHAAVVEE QQUUEESSTTIIOONNSS OORR WWOOUULLDD LLIIKKEE MMOORREE IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN AABBOOUUTT OOUURR SSPPEECCIIAALL 
SSEERRVVIICCEESS,, PPLLEEAASSEE CCOONNTTAACCTT AANNYY RREEGGIIOONNAALL EELLEECCTTIIOONNSS OOFFFFIICCEE..

6

RREEGGIIOONN II 
JJUUNNEEAAUU:: ((990077)) 446655--33002211
KKEENNAAII:: ((990077)) 228833--33880055  

RREEGGIIOONN IIIIII
FFAAIIRRBBAANNKKSS:: ((990077)) 445511--22883355 

RREEGGIIOONN IIVV
NNOOMMEE:: ((990077)) 444433--55228855

RREEGGIIOONN IIII
AANNCCHHOORRAAGGEE:: ((990077)) 552222--88668833
MMAATT--SSUU:: ((990077)) 337733--88995522   
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Absentee Voting
In Person/By Mail/By Fax/Special Needs Voting

GGEENNEERRAALL IINNFFOORRMMAATTIIOONN AABBOOUUTT AABBSSEENNTTEEEE VVOOTTIINNGG
IInn aaccccoorrddaannccee wwiitthh AAllaasskkaa llaaww,, aannyy vvootteerr mmaayy vvoottee bbeeffoorree EElleeccttiioonn DDaayy ffoorr aannyy rreeaassoonn..  YYoouu mmaayy vvoottee aabbsseenntteeee iinn
ppeerrssoonn,, bbyy mmaaiill,, bbyy ffaaxx oorr vvoottee aa ssppeecciiaall nneeeeddss bbaalllloott tthhrroouugghh aa ppeerrssoonnaall rreepprreesseennttaattiivvee..

AABBSSEENNTTEEEE IINN PPEERRSSOONN
Beginning on MMaarrcchh 1199, you may vote absentee in person at any of the Regional Elections offices or other voting sites
established by the Division of Elections. To find an absentee in person voting location, visit our website at:
hhttttpp::////wwwwww..eelleeccttiioonnss..ssttaattee..aakk..uuss or call any Elections office.

AABBSSEENNTTEEEE BBYY MMAAIILL
Absentee ballot applications are available and can be submitted after January 1st of each calendar year, up to 10 days
prior to each election for any state elections during that year. You can request a ballot for a specific election or for all
elections in the year. To receive an absentee ballot by mail, you must first send an application so that your voter
registration can be verified. The completed application may be returned to the Division in person, by mail or by fax.
AAppppllyy eeaarrllyy ttoo eennssuurree ttiimmeellyy ddeelliivveerryy ooff yyoouurr bbaalllloott.. All absentee by mail ballot applications must be received bbyy
MMaarrcchh 2244,, 22000077 ffoorr tthhee AApprriill 33,, 22000077 SSppeecciiaall EElleeccttiioonn. The Absentee by mail office will be open on Saturday, March
24 from 8 a.m - 5 p.m. to accept by mail ballot applications. Voted absentee by mail ballots must be postmarked
on or before Election Day.

AABBSSEENNTTEEEE BBYY FFAAXX
Absentee by fax should be your last alternative for casting your ballot. You may apply for an absentee by fax ballot
beginning on MMaarrcchh 1199,, 22000077 by completing a by fax application. The completed application may be returned to the
Division in person, by mail or by fax. Your completed application must be received by 55::0000 pp..mm.. AASSTT on Monday,
AApprriill 22,, 22000077. If you choose to return your voted ballot by fax, you voluntarily waive a portion of your right to a secret
ballot. VVootteedd ffaaxx bbaalllloottss mmaayy bbee rreettuurrnneedd bbyy ffaaxx bbeeffoorree 88::0000 pp..mm.. AASSTT oonn EElleeccttiioonn DDaayy aanndd mmaayy aallssoo bbee rreettuurrnneedd
bbyy mmaaiill,, ppoossttmmaarrkkeedd oonn oorr bbeeffoorree EElleeccttiioonn DDaayy..

SSPPEECCIIAALL NNEEEEDDSS VVOOTTIINNGG
A qualified voter who is unable to go to the polls due to age, serious illness or a disability may apply for a special needs
ballot through a personal representative. A personal representative can be anyone over 18, except a candidate for
office in the election, the voter’s employer, an agent of the voter’s employer, or an officer or agent of the voter’s
union. The personal representative may obtain a ballot for the voter beginning on MMaarrcchh 1199,, 22000077 through Election
Day Tuesday, AApprriill 33,, 22000077 at any Regional Elections office or any absentee voting site. In addition, special needs
ballots may be obtained at the precincts on Election Day.

Contact any Division of Elections office to obtain a by mail or by fax application. For additional information on by mail and
by fax voting, contact the Absentee Voting office. For information on in person and special needs voting, contact the
Regional Elections office nearest you. Absentee voting information is also available online:

hhttttpp::////wwwwww..eelleeccttiioonnss..ssttaattee..aakk..uuss

DDRROOPP OOFFFF,, EEMMAAIILL,, MMAAIILL OORR FFAAXX 
YYOOUURR CCOOMMPPLLEETTEEDD AABBSSEENNTTEEEE BBYY MMAAIILL BBAALLLLOOTT AAPPPPLLIICCAATTIIOONN TTOO::

DDIIVVIISSIIOONN OOFF EELLEECCTTIIOONNSS
AABBSSEENNTTEEEE VVOOTTIINNGG OOFFFFIICCEE

661199 EE.. SSHHIIPP CCRREEEEKK AAVVEE.. ##332299
AANNCCHHOORRAAGGEE,, AALLAASSKKAA  9999550011--11667777

PPHHOONNEE::  ((990077)) 337755--66440000 -- FFAAXX::  ((990077)) 337755--66448800
aakkaabbsseenntteeee@@ggoovv..ssttaattee..aakk..uuss
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Polling Place Changes
DDiissttrriicctt//PPrreecciinncctt PPrreecciinncctt NNaammee OOlldd AAddddrreessss NNeeww AAddddrreessss

0011--111100 KKeettcchhiikkaann ##11 American Legion Hall SScchhooeennbbaarr MMiiddddllee SScchhooooll
631 Park Street 217 Schoenbar Rd.
Ketchikan, AK Ketchikan, AK

0011--115500 NNoorrtthh TToonnggaassss NNoo.. 22 Hal’s Equipment and Supplies NNoo.. TToonnggaassss FFiirree SSttaattiioonn ##88
11856 N. Tongass Highway 12110 N. Tongass Highway
Ketchikan, AK Ketchikan, AK

0088--114400 UUnniivveerrssiittyy CCaammppuuss Regent’s Great Hall WWoooodd CCeenntteerr
University of Alaska Campus University of Alaska Campus
Fairbanks, AK Fairbanks, AK

0099--335533 FFaaiirrbbaannkkss ##1100 University Center Mall FFaaiirrbbaannkkss SSeenniioorr CCeenntteerr
3627 Airport Way 1424 Moore Street
Fairbanks, AK Fairbanks, AK

3377--773388 SStt.. GGeeoorrggee IIssllaanndd Community Center Rec. Hall AAnnnnaa CC.. LLeesstteennkkooff RReessiiddeennccee
Zapadni Bay Road Central Avenue
St. George Island, AK St. George Island, AK 

3388--883322 MMeerrkkoorryyuukk Community Hall OOlldd CCiittyy BBuuiillddiinngg
1st Avenue City Office Road
Merkoryuk, AK Merkoryuk, AK

3399--993366 SSccaammmmoonn BBaayy City of Scammon Bay OOlldd HHiigghh SScchhooooll GGyymmnnaassiiuumm
City Office Building/Front Street Hillside Street
Scammon Bay, AK Scammon Bay, AK

TOUCH SCREEN VOTING INFORMATION

The touch screen voting machine, which was used in Alaska during the 2006 elections,
complies with the accessible voting system requirements of the Help America Vote Act of
2002 (HAVA).  In accordance with HAVA, the touch screen machines are used in elections
where a federal race appears on the ballot.  

Because the 2007 Special Election does not include a federal race, the touch screen
machines will not be used; instead, the traditional method of voting will be available in the
polling places. Touch screen machines will be used again in the 2008 Primary and General
elections.

Questions about voting? 
Contact the Division of Elections' office nearest you. 

RREEGGIIOONN II 
JJUUNNEEAAUU:: ((990077)) 446655--33002211
KKEENNAAII:: ((990077)) 228833--33880055  

RREEGGIIOONN IIII
AANNCCHHOORRAAGGEE:: ((990077)) 552222--88668833
MMAATT--SSUU:: ((990077)) 337733--88995522   

RREEGGIIOONN IIIIII
FFAAIIRRBBAANNKKSS:: ((990077)) 445511--22883355 

RREEGGIIOONN IIVV
NNOOMMEE:: ((990077)) 444433--55228855
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SPECIAL ADVISORY VOTE
AANN AACCTT AAUUTTHHOORRIIZZIINNGG AANN AADDVVIISSOORRYY VVOOTTEE OONN EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT BBEENNEEFFIITTSS FFOORR SSAAMMEE--SSEEXX PPAARRTTNNEERRSS OOFF

PPUUBBLLIICC EEMMPPLLOOYYEEEESS AANNDD SSAAMMEE--SSEEXX PPAARRTTNNEERRSS OOFF PPUUBBLLIICC EEMMPPLLOOYYEEEE RREETTIIRREEEESS

BALLOT LANGUAGE

Shall the legislature adopt a proposed amend-
ment to the state constitution to be considered
by the voters at the 2008 general election that
would prohibit the state, or a municipality or
other subdivision of the state, from providing
employment benefits to same-sex partners of
public employees and to same-sex partners of
public employee retirees? 

LLEEGGIISSLLAATTIIVVEE AAFFFFAAIIRRSS AAGGEENNCCYY SSUUMMMMAARRYY

This measure calls for an advisory vote. The
voters will be asked if a change to the state
constitution should be proposed. If the change
is proposed, it would appear on the 2008
general election ballot. The change would
keep the state or a subdivision of the state
from giving benefits to some people. Those
people would be same-sex partners of public
employees or of public employee retirees.

SSTTAATTEEMMEENNTT OOFF PPRROOJJEECCTTEEDD CCOOSSTTSS FFOORR
SSAAMMEE--SSEEXX DDOOMMEESSTTIICC PPAARRTTNNEERRSS
SSPPEECCIIAALL AADDVVIISSOORRYY VVOOTTEE 
PPrreeppaarreedd bbyy tthhee DDeeppaarrttmmeenntt ooff AAddmmiinniissttrraattiioonn

Pursuant to AS 15.58.020(6)(c), the Department
of Administration has prepared the following
statement of projected costs associated with
implementation of benefits for same-sex
domestic partners in accordance with the court
Order.      

The additional costs of adding a same-sex
domestic partner center around the active and
retiree health insurance plans. The analyses
provided by two different health and welfare
benefit consultants are consistent in their
estimate of the number of increased covered
dependents. Both consultants agree it is rea-
sonable, given the experience of 11 other
states and a number of other organizations,

including the University of Alaska and the City
and Borough of Juneau, to assume an increase
of 0.5% in additional covered lives.  

Until the plans have actual experience, cost
estimates are speculative. The current benefit
consultant advised it is a reasonable approach
to estimating costs to assume a 0.5% increase
in total health claim costs, consistent with the
0.5% increase in covered lives.  

Based on the above, increases to medical costs
for the active and retiree plans are projected as
follows:

(dollars in millions)
Fiscal Year Amount
FY 2008 $2.7
FY 2009 $3.0
FY 2010 $3.2

The figures for the out years are based upon
the 2008 cost projection and inflated for the
medical cost trends contained in the retirement
systems' actuarial valuations ending June 30,
2005.  

The additional benefits costs described above
would be eliminated or reduced if a constitu-
tional amendment is enacted by the voters
prohibiting these benefits. However, Alaska
Constitution article XII, section 7 prevents the
state from making changes to the retirement
systems that diminish vested benefits.
Therefore, there may be a group that continues
to be entitled to benefits for same-sex partners
upon retirement even if a constitutional amend-
ment is adopted that prohibits the state from
providing benefits to same-sex partners of
employees and retirees in the future. That group
includes certain actively-employed members of
the state’s retirement systems. Therefore, a
constitutional amendment may reduce, but not
eliminate, the benefit costs described above.

Yes

No
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SPECIAL ADVISORY VOTE
AANN AACCTT AAUUTTHHOORRIIZZIINNGG AANN AADDVVIISSOORRYY VVOOTTEE OONN EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT BBEENNEEFFIITTSS FFOORR SSAAMMEE--SSEEXX PPAARRTTNNEERRSS OOFF

PPUUBBLLIICC EEMMPPLLOOYYEEEESS AANNDD SSAAMMEE--SSEEXX PPAARRTTNNEERRSS OOFF PPUUBBLLIICC EEMMPPLLOOYYEEEE RREETTIIRREEEESS

FULL TEXT OF BILL

AANN AACCTT
Authorizing an advisory vote on employment
benefits for same-sex partners of public
employees and same-sex partners of public
employee retirees. 

** SSeeccttiioonn 11.. The uncodified law of the State of
Alaska is amended by adding a new section to
read: 

ADVISORY VOTE. At a special election
to be held on April 3, 2007, in substantial
compliance with the election laws of the state,
including absentee voting and the preparation,
publication, and mailing of an election pam-
phlet under AS 15.58, the lieutenant governor
shall place before the qualified voters of the
state a question advisory to the legislature
and the governor. The election pamphlet for
the special election must comply with AS
15.58.020(a)(6), including the requirement that
it contain statements that advocate voter
approval or rejection of the question.
Notwithstanding AS 15.60.005 and other laws
relating to preparation of the ballot proposition,
the question shall appear on the ballot sub-
stantially in the following form:

QUESTION
Shall the legislature adopt a proposed amend-
ment to the state constitution to be considered
by the voters at the 2008 general election that
would prohibit the state, or a municipality or
other subdivision of the state, from providing
employment benefits to same-sex partners of
public employees and to same-sex partners of
public employee retirees?  

Yes  [  ]    No  [  ]

11
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SPECIAL ADVISORY VOTE
AANN AACCTT AAUUTTHHOORRIIZZIINNGG AANN AADDVVIISSOORRYY VVOOTTEE OONN EEMMPPLLOOYYMMEENNTT BBEENNEEFFIITTSS FFOORR SSAAMMEE--SSEEXX PPAARRTTNNEERRSS OOFF

PPUUBBLLIICC EEMMPPLLOOYYEEEESS AANNDD SSAAMMEE--SSEEXX PPAARRTTNNEERRSS OOFF PPUUBBLLIICC EEMMPPLLOOYYEEEE RREETTIIRREEEESS

STATEMENT IN SUPPORT

A YYEESS on the Advisory Vote sends a clear
message to politicians and judges: the people
of Alaska want the right to vote on whether the
benefits of marriage should be given to homo-
sexual couples.

A YYEESS on the Advisory Vote does not change
state law – it simply asks the Legislature to let
the people decide, rather than un-elected
judges.  In contrast, a NO vote means that five
unelected lawyers on the Alaska Supreme
Court will decide this issue for the rest of us.

In 1998, almost 70 percent of Alaska voters
approved a constitutional amendment to affirm
that marriage is a union of one man and one
woman.  Alaska was the first state to pass
such an amendment, and now 26 other states
have followed our lead.

However, in October 2005 the justices of the
Supreme Court flagrantly disregarded Alaska’s
marriage amendment.  The Court ordered state
and municipal governments to provide homo-
sexual partners of state employees and retirees
with health insurance and other benefits that
were granted to the spouses of married
employees. 

By doing so, the court has given homosexuals
a special legal status by providing the benefits
of marriage without calling it “marriage.”

Is this what nearly 153,000 Alaskans meant
when they approved the marriage amendment
– that we should create “de facto” homosexual
marriage, but just give it a different name?  The
people of Alaska should be given the opportu-
nity to answer that question.    

The court’s decision is also troubling because it
discriminates: benefits must be given to homo-
sexual partners of state employees and
retirees, but not to the heterosexual partners.

For the first time in the history of Alaska, a
public benefit is awarded to certain persons
based solely on the fact that they are living a
homosexual lifestyle.

How long will it be before unmarried public
employees with heterosexual partners demand
the same type of benefits?  On what grounds
will they be refused?  For that matter, why is
any sexual relationship required?  Why can’t a
public employee designate an elderly parent,
or even a roommate, to receive all the benefits
that the married spouses of public employees
receive?   

Following the logic of the Alaska Supreme
Court ruling, at some point in time, private
employers will also be required to provide ben-
efits to the same-sex partners of their employ-
ees.  An employer offering these benefits at
their discretion is one thing.  Being required to
do so is an entirely different matter.

A YYEESS on the Advisory Vote tells the
Legislature to “let the people decide” what
conditions are appropriate for issuing public
benefits.

A YYEESS on the Advisory Vote is the first step
Alaskan voters can take to reclaim authority on
this issue, and undo the mistakes of activist
judges.

Senator Fred Dyson
Alaska State Legislature

Representative John Coghill
Alaska State Legislature

Loren Leman
Former Lieutenant Governor
State of Alaska

The statement printed on this page is the opinion of the author(s) and is presented as submitted to the Division of Elections.
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STATEMENT IN OPPOSITION

All Alaskans deserve equal pay for equal
work. In October of 2005, the Alaska
Supreme Court unanimously confirmed that all
public employees are promised equal pay and
employment benefits under Alaska’s constitu-
tion. The Court required the State to offer
family health insurance to all public employ-
ees. The measure you are voting on today
urges the Legislature to offer an amendment
to Alaska’s Constitution. The amendment
would prohibit state and local governments
from offering family health and retirement ben-
efits to some of their workers. This is not the
time, nor is there ever a time, to take health
care benefits away from hardworking Alaskan
families. The Legislature has important busi-
ness ahead such as a gas line that will benefit
all Alaskans. We should not be asking the
Legislature to spend their limited session time
trying to deny benefits to any hard-working
Alaskan families.

Our state constitution is considered one of the
best in the nation, and it exists to protect
everyone. We do not need to clutter up our
state constitution with amendments that deny
equality to any group of Alaskans. We have
never done this before, and we should not start
now. Alaskan employers need all of the tools at
their disposal to hire the best doctors, first
responders, health care workers, and teachers.
The proposed amendment would limit the abili-
ty of employers to negotiate effectively to hire
the best employees. We urge you to vote NO.  

Health care is vitally important to all Alaskans.
The proposed constitutional amendment would
strip families of health insurance benefits that
they depend on. In a time when the State is
struggling to make sure more people, not
fewer, can get health insurance coverage, this
is a step in the wrong direction. The question
you must answer is: should public employees
get equal pay for equal work, including family

health benefits? If you believe in equal pay for
equal work you must vote NO on this measure.
Protect our constitution, and protect all Alaskan
families:  

Please vote NO.

Allison Mendel

Arliss Sturgulewski
Former Alaska State Senator

Clark Gruening
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Alaska Division of Elections
ELECTION SECURITY MEASURES

The Alaska Division of Elections is dedicated to the security and accuracy of
the election process. The Division recognizes that any election system is
susceptible to fraud if security measures are not in place. Alaska has extensive
procedures, including multiple layers of security that includes a combination of
people, processes, and technologies that help us conduct secure, trustworthy,
and accurate elections.  

Below is a brief outline of the security measures in place for Alaska elections:

• All optical scan and touch screen voting units go through extensive functionali-
ty testing prior to being used in an election. If a voting unit is not functioning
correctly, it is not used in an election.

•  Voting unit memory cards, which hold the election results for votes cast on
that voting unit, for both the optical scan and touch screen machines are
programmed “in-house” by the Division of Elections using a stand-alone
computer. At no time during the programming or testing of the optical scan
or touch screen memory cards is the stand-alone computer or voting units
connected to the internet or LAN.

•  Memory cards are then tested by a bipartisan State Review Board to verify
the programming of the cards is accurate. 

•  The tested, certified memory cards are shipped to the appropriate regional
election supervisor where a separate bipartisan Regional Accu-Vote Review
Board again tests the memory cards and verifies that the results match
those results certified by the State Review Board.  The Board places the
memory card in election mode and seals it in the optical scan and touch
screen voting units.  

•  On election morning, a bipartisan precinct election board prints a zero totals
report on the optical scan and touch screen machines before opening the
polls to verify that no votes have been cast on the voting unit. The zero
totals report is secured inside the Accu-Vote unit and later verified following
the election when the bipartisan State Review Board completes its canvass
of election results.  
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Alaska Division of Elections
ELECTION SECURITY MEASURES

•  In elections where there is a federal race appearing on the ballot, a touch
screen voting machine, equipped with a voter verifiable paper trail, is
available in every precinct. The voter has the ability to review the paper
ballot print-out, or hear the ballot read back to the voter via headset, to
determine its accuracy prior to the ballot being cast on the touch screen
machine.  

•  Once the polls have closed, the election board then prints a results report
on each machine before transmitting the results electronically via a tele-
phone line or calling in the results to the appropriate Division of Elections
regional office. This report shows how many votes were cast for each
candidate and ballot measure. These reports are printed from the voting
units before they are ever connected to upload results so that the State
Review Board can verify election results transmitted correctly when the
Board conducts its canvass.  

•  Before certifying the election, the bipartisan State Review Board conducts
a thorough review of each precinct’s materials from every polling place to
verify election results were reported accurately.

•  The State Review Board also conducts a hand count of all ballots in one
precinct in each of the 40 House Districts. If the results of the hand count
are off by more than 1% between the results of the hand count and the
count reported for that precinct, the entire House District is recounted by
hand.  

• Once the State Review Board has completed its review and is confident that
the results are accurate, the election is certified.



NNOONN--PPRROOFFIITT OORRGGAANNIIZZAATTIIOONN
UUSS PPOOSSTTAAGGEE

PPAAIIDD
DDIIVVIISSIIOONN OOFF EELLEECCTTIIOONNSS

SSTTAATTEE OOFF AALLAASSKKAA
Division of Elections
P.O. Box 110017
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0017

TTOO LLOOCCAATTEE YYOOUURR PPOOLLLLIINNGG PPLLAACCEE CCAALLLL:: 11--888888--338833--88668833
IInn AAnncchhoorraaggee:: 990077--226699--88668833
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KKeennaaii EElleeccttiioonnss OOffffiiccee
11312 Kenai Spur Highway, Suite 45
Kenai, Alaska 99611 
Phone:  (907) 283-3805

RReeggiioonn IIIIII EElleeccttiioonnss OOffffiiccee
((HHoouussee DDiissttrriiccttss 66--1122))
675 7th Avenue, Suite H-3
Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-4594
Phone:  (907) 451-2835

RReeggiioonn IIII EElleeccttiioonnss OOffffiiccee
((HHoouussee DDiissttrriiccttss 1133--3322))
2525 Gambell Street, Suite 100
Anchorage, Alaska 99503-2838
Phone:  (907) 522-8683

MMaattaannuusskkaa--SSuussiittnnaa EElleeccttiioonnss OOffffiiccee
North Fork Professional Building
1700 E. Bogard Road, Suite B102
Wasilla, Alaska 99654
Phone:  (907) 373-8952

RReeggiioonn II EElleeccttiioonnss OOffffiiccee
((HHoouussee DDiissttrriiccttss 11--55,, 3333--3366))
9109 Mendenhall Mall Road, Suite 3
P.O. Box 110018
Juneau, Alaska 99811-0018
Phone:  (907) 465-3021

RReeggiioonn IIVV EElleeccttiioonnss OOffffiiccee
((HHoouussee DDiissttrriiccttss 3377--4400))
Alaska State Office Building
103 Front Street, P.O. Box 577
Nome, Alaska 99762-0577
Phone:  (907) 443-5285

Election information is also available on the Division of Elections’ website at: 
http://www.elections.state.ak.us




