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FOREWORD

Abori gi nal people have played an inportant part in the
history of Australian sport. They are very nuch a part of
Australia's sporting heritage. Most  sports played in this
country have fielded an Aborigi ne who has achieved excellence.

Al Australians have feted sporting heroes Ilike Evonne
Gool agong-Cawl ey in tennis, Lionel Rose in boxing, G aham'Polly'
Farnmer in Australian Rules, and Eddie Glbert in cricket.

Aborigines have achieved success even though racism exists
both on and off the field, and has been one of nany obstacles
they have had to overcone. Despite this, many succeed. Sone
triludrrph not only in Australia but in the sports arenas of the
wor | d.

Some who achieve success in sport carry it over into
prom nence in private and public life. O hers experience a brief
nonent  of glory, only to fall by the wayside, embittered and
exploited because they are neither accepted within the sports
they play nor within Australian society generally.

Many of the stories in this book will sadden. Some readers
will be outraged at nany of the individual hi stories. Ot hers
will question the inhumanity of those who exploit and vilify

their fellow man.

In '"Aborigines in Sport' Colin Tatz has witten about some
230 Aboriginal sports nen and wonen. He does so objectively and
wi th conpassi on.

I am honoured not only to introduce this book but to have
been included anongst those whose stories have been selected for
record. | comrend the book to you, in the hope that it may |ead
to a nore tolerant Australia.

Charl es Perkins,
Canberra 1987



1. A DIFFERENT FOCUS

HORRIE SEDEN

The first to defeat a fully-fledged English professional in a world-ranked
darts tournament.



Witing on racismand sport has begun. The pity is that

alnost all of it is Arerican based - and in spite of sone recent

excellent histories and biographies, nmuch of that naterial is
conceived and written in a constipated 'sociol ogese'. The detai l
on sports apartheid in South Africa is 'rich' indeed. But it has

been described rather than analysed - possibly because the shock

of the facts requires, firstly, belief, then digestion, |let alone

a nmonent for thought. The Nazi O ynpics is now being re-visited
and re-searched. In short, this small body of witing |lacks an
out war dness, a breadth and a perspective.

Anerican David Wggins contends that we need 'to compare and
contrast the plight of the black athlete in Anerica with those
in. .. England, Australia, and the West Indies'. ! I ndeed we do.

This short case study may assist, though direct conparison is not

- at this stage - ny intention. The purpose of this work is,
rather, to tell us nore, or something different, about the
nature and extent of racismin our society - and about the

Abori gi nal experience wthin the confines of that «closed and

artificial world of fair play we call sport.

Until the 1960s nost of the witing on Aborigines was
ant hr opol ogi cal . Vol unes recreated an idealized species of
peopl e, physically and culturally very different indeed. Rituals

were sonetinmes quaint, occasionally positive, usual l'y curious,
often ‘'barbaric'. Other academics began their studies. Two
political scientists assessed Aboriginal adnministration; a few
hi storians viewed the black experience on 'the other side of the
frontier'; nedi cal people nmoved away from a not so nmagnificent
obsession wth skulls to a look at the socio-econonmic causes of

Aboriginal ill-health; and serious work started on Aborigines in



the econony. Lawyers and educationists energed as analysts and
critics.

This past quarter century has seen an explosion in Aborig-
inal studies. Two features stand out: firstly, a shift in stance
from "scientistic' curiosity about interesting 'objects' to sone
sense of care about the dignity and autonony of Aborigines as
peopl e; secondly, a change from white sovereignty over all t hat
is studied and broadcast about themto an era in which Aborigines
have begun to wite their own history. But while almst every
di sci pline has exami ned Aborigines in society, one topic has been
badly negl ected by everyone: Aborigines in sport.

That focus nmay tell us something fresh about their exper-

ience with white Australi a. If nothing else, the sporting life
may ' humani ze' Abori gi nes. Few works portray them as persons:
they are al nost always plural, an inpersonal collective regarded

as tribe, clan, or as fringe-dwellers. Real people are presented
nore as synbol than as human: Bennel ong, King Billy, Truganini.
Even in sport Ron Richards is seen not as the great and sad Ron
Ri chards but as the representative of a 'race' of boxers who can

make it but never sustain it in the nmainstream society.

Sport is not separate fromlife. Wiere there is racismin
political, soci al , legal, and econonic life, so there is racism
in the sporting one - diluted sonetines, tempered perhaps, when
nedals and prizes are being won. Bl ack sport - Aboriginal and
Torres Strait |slander sport - is all-too-commonly presented as
the triumph of half a dozen boxers, a tennis player, and three

rugby brothers. But it is so nuch nore than that, in fact and in
principle. Beyond the long 1list of achievenents there are

questions - perhaps even answers - of substance.



Australian society is racist. It also worships sport. What
happens when these two values intersect? Aborigines have
succeeded in sport. Does this mean that the prevailing raci sm by-
passed the chanpi ons? Perhaps they emerged despite the policies
and practices which sought to exclude then? Sport is said to be
an avenue of social nobility, a way out of discrimnation, a
road to equality. Has this been the case? Wiy don't Aborigines
participate in some sports and why are they over-represented in
ot hers? Do Aboriginal players have the same notives as other
Austral i ans? Do they play in the same way? Are Aborigines so
physically superior that 'one can get any Aborigine off the
street and he'll go four rounds'? Has sport afforded Aborigines
an arena for political action? Has sport been used as an ‘aid
to their assimlation - or been used consciously to excite and
sustain Aboriginality?

Some answers energe as we | ook at Aboriginal participation
in fourteen sports: at hl eti cs, Australian Rules footbal I,
basket bal I, boxing, cricket, cycling, darts, horseracing, r ugby
| eague, rugby union, soccer, tennis, volleyball, and westling.

The figure fourteen is indicative: these sports - together wth

net bal | - represent virtually all nmjor Aboriginal achievenent.
There is no participation in archery, bows, equestrian sport,
fencing, golf, gymastics, nmotor sports, polo, row ng, SW i ng,

or yachting. This banal Anerican explanation could well serve the
Aboriginal situation: 'Few blacks are conpetitive skiers for the
obvious reason that npst blacks live far removed from snow and
nountains and because skiing is very expensive.'? The question
"why football?" to Doug Nicholls brought this answer: ' cheaper

than cricket - no pads, or white trousers'. 3



Wthin the fourteen, Aboriginal success is npbst uneven.
There are two representatives of note in nmen's basketball, only
one in each of horseracing, cycling, and tennis, tw in darts,
one in westling, and four in volleyball. The cricket story
really belongs to the nineteenth century and to the start of this
one. The golden black era of pr of essi onal athletics, call ed
pedestriani sm was between 1880 and 1930. There have been three
soccer stars and four rugby union internationals.

It is in boxing, Aussie Rules, and rugby |eague that we find
not only the greatest nunber of top-level sportsmen but also an
over-representation, proportionately, of Aborigines. There are
several reasons for these choices of sport: the attraction of
noney as professionals; the easier access to 'stadiunl sports as
opposed to entry into private cycling or tennis clubs; the |esser
class requirenents involved than in cricket and rowng ; the
relative ease of starting a career - a football (however grimthe
ground), a pair of gloves (even without a ring), a stint in Jimy
Sharman's boxing tents; the increasing nunber of Aboriginal
participants as role nodels; the mass following of these three
(ostensibly) 'working-class' sports and the often giddy swiftness
Of stardom popul arity, and 'whitening' involved ('Ladies and
Gent | enen, introducing Lionel Rose, a great Australian!');
finally, the framework of a different racism not excl usion
because of blackness (as wth Queensland' s Aborigines from
amateur athletics because they were bl ack), but inclusion as a
special black breed of gladiators and entertainers. Per haps
Aborigines feel greater social confort in team or brotherhood
ganes; possi bly t hey prefer ' mai nst rean activities and

"mai nstream sports.



Recently several Aboriginal sportspeople have energed in the
so-cal | ed m nor sports of wonen' s basket bal I , net bal I,
vol l eybal |, softball, and darts. Their achievements are discussed
- briefly, because this is not intended as an anthol ogy of all
Aborigines in all sports at all levels, To assess the sport-
racism relationship, enphasis nmust be on the sports selected and
on the nmen and women who have achieved at international,
national, state, or 'first division' |evels.

Abori gi ne nmeans anyone who identifies as such - irrespective
of non-Aboriginal perceptions. Throughout the research there was

gratuitous (and well-nmeant) information that 'Joey Smith is only

an eighth', "Mlly Brown a half', 'Harry Jones a "not real ly"".
For the mjority, colour alone is still the only «criterion of
Aboriginality. The 'scientific' equation was, till recently: the

fuller the ‘'blood', the darker the skin, the closer one is to
bar bari sm savagery, and heathenness; the lighter the skin, the
nearer one stands to civility, civilization, and enlightennment.

Wiite society defined degrees of 'fullness', of mxture, and of
alleged 'inpurity' on the sole criterion of what our eyes told us
was full or half or quarter or eighth blood. Since science and
government  toget her could produce such a civilization scale
based on the arithmetic of colour, why should everyone else now
see it any differently?

O all black minorities, Abori gi nes have suffered nost from
definition by others. Self-definition is clearly the only sane
and noral approach to the question. To the best of nmy know edge,
I have not included people who do not identify - though reference
is made to those who denied Aboriginality at some stage but
admtted to it later. Oritted are those who sonme Aborigines claim

as their own but who thensel ves deny Aboriginality.



2. A FEELING OF DIGNITY

HARRY WILLIAMS

‘His flying feet, his ability to outpace his opponents, made him one of the
personalities of Australian soccer.’

— Keith Gilmour, Australian Soccer Weekly



Australia's mgration program has led to a nulticultural
book industry, one which has the ugly habit of [unping Aborigines
al ongside all other ethnic groups: a conjunction that may well be
the ultimate insult to the 40,000 year old indigenous people. In
that literature there is no serious analysis of Aboriginal-
mgrant relations. What little there is suggests that European
migrants are not generally or necessarily nore tolerant than the
white natives.

Soccer in Australia is hardly a reservoir or repository of
ethnic tolerance. But given the positive personal experience of
three Aboriginal stars, it comes as a surprise that soccer has
not attracted Aborigines in the nanner of other football codes.

Charles Perkins was born on the table at the old Alice
Springs tel egraph station. From that stark beginning, and after
difficult early years, he nmoved to Adelaide as a teenager. It was
as a junior player with Adelaide's Port Thistle that he found a
place where he 'could be sonebody'. 4 At age 21 he was one of the
hi ghest paid players in South Australia; in the leading team
Budapest, he won the best and fairest award in the state.

An invitation to join Liverpool's famus Everton FC ended in
di saster. Perki ns then joined the renowned amateur team Bi shop
Auckl and. A Bishop match against Oxford was to change his life -
"that day it started to go through nmy mind that | would like to
go to university..."'.

Back in Australia he captained Croatia in South Australia.
He represented his state on nany occasions. As a star he |earned,
with bitterness, what happens to Aboriginal sportsmen and wonen:
' They are apol ogi zed out of existence. Sporting fame gains them
accept ance, not as Aborigines or even as people, but merely as

sports stars - everyone's heroes.' The English were also 'decent



people who gave one a fair go': "they treated nme better than |
was ever treated in Australia'.

In Sydney he enjoyed success with Pan-Hellenic. Again it was
Greek warnth and acceptance that was so positive. Mgrants, he
wr ot e, ‘give a person a feeling of dignity and sel f-
respect'. Foot bal | gave himthe noney to study, it kept himfit,
and it was the vehicle to "mix socially' and enjoy himself. 'Wth
nmy new status and the financial rewards it brought, | was  now
in a position to pursue ny imediate objective of a university
career, and beyond that, | hoped, a revolution in race relations
in Australia.' The rest is history: the first Aboriginal arts
graduate, the |eader of the politically significant 1960s Freedom
Rides in NSW the politicking days of the Federal Council for the
Advancenment of Aborigines and Torres Strait Islanders, the early
troubled years in the federal public service, the (now first
Abori gi nal permanent head of a federal departnent, the continuing
out spokenness on Aboriginal conditions, the driving force in
pronoting Aboriginal sport.

John Moriarty graduated (from Flinders University) a few
years after cousin Charles Perkins. Now Director of the Ofice of
the Mnister of Aboriginal Affairs in South Australia, he has

been a senior public servant since 1970.

Li ke Perkins, he began his soccer with Port Thistle, noving
on to Port Adel aide, Croati a, International United and, from
1961, to six seasons with Juventus - in which time the club won

six premierships. He represented South Australia seventeen tines.
In 1961 he won national recognition when chosen to play for
Australia on an Asian tour. Unhappily, Australia was that vyear

banned from internationals by the Federation Internationale du



Foot bal | Association (FIFA) and John was denied his glory and his

due. Recommended to three English clubs, he travelled to England
in 1963, 'looked at soccer, |ooked at the world' and concl uded
that football "was but a passing phase'.® The editor of
Australian Soccer Wekly calls himcool and el egant, and above
all, 'a cultured player'.6

Moriarty describes soccer as 'a great social eye-opener and
equal i zer'. Be was treated not as Aboriginal but as equal, as a

person, particularly by European migrants. Asked why soccer has
not attracted nore Aborigines - given his and Perkins's careers
as role nodels - he suggests that 'Aborigines have always striven
to be nminstreamers, and soccer is not in the mainstream . There
is much less discrimnation in soccer than in Aussie Rules - t he
gl amour game, he concedes, but one still 'a colonial bastion with
col oni al attitudes'. He sees Aboriginal people treated sonewhat
shabbily in other football codes.

Harry WIllians was the first Aborigine to actually play for
Australia. Born in 1950, he began soccer life at nine with the St
Ceorge Police Boys C ub. A third-grader with Western Suburbs, he
rose through the ranks with St Ceorge Budapest in 1970. I'n that
year he noved fromtheir reserve teaminto the national side that

toured the world.

Hi's performances at left back were brilliant. He had
tremendous acceleration - so nmuch so that he was still runni ng
professionally in the m d-80s. Local pundits felt he would have

been a sensation in European soccer, at hone anong them as peopl e
and at hone with their style of play.
Despite a serious illness he went on to a career of

seventeen full internationals and 26 other representative games

10



for Australia. In 1977 he played six Wrld Cup ganes. Injuries
hanmpered him and in 1978 he transferred to Canberra City club. Be
now holds a senior position with the Departnent of Foreign
Affairs.

Charles Perkins became Vice-President of the Australian
Soccer Federation in 1987. Soon after, in June of that year, he
repeated to SBS television's Vox Populi program what he'd witten
in 1975: that he was not 'welcomed by Australian society' but was
"nmore wel coned by ethnic groups'. He found the Aboriginal-ethnic
relationship in soccer to be a good one, sonething that was
psychol ogi cal Iy satisfying. Three men hardly provide the basis
for a theory in inter-ethnic relations, but perhaps one can argue
that their experience reveals a special enpathy anmong ‘'aliens'?
As to Aboriginal non-participation in the sport, per haps
Mriarty's 'minstream explanation is sufficient.

Perkins's book - A Bastard Like Me - is vital. I't is one of
only seven works on Aborigines in sport (the Evonne Gool agong and
the Lionel Rose as-told-to books, a biography of Pastor Doug, Ray
Mtchell's The Fighting Sands, the inportant Milvaney works on
the 1860s cricketers, and the Brett Harris tribute, Ella Ella
Ella.) Only Perkins treats the whole racist dinension - in
strong, harsh, and often bitter terns. It is assuredly his book,

and his bl ack perspective.

11



3. BLACK DIAMONDS

Mo 4 Thi “imarersd swwsh” m wbeied br Wa. & A fucthar |murevemant en tha mi touer
Lin Hows -t

BOBBY McDONALD

The ‘crouch’ start began with this man from Cumeragunga in 1887 — many
years before Lewis Hope ‘invented’ it

12



Running for nobney became a private sport in Britain in the
late eighteenth century. The absence of official rules and
governing bodies for pedestrianism (professional athletics) | ed

to cheating, heavy ganbling, and the fixing of races. The sport

fell into disrepute in England but flourished in Australia,
especially in the years 1870 to 1912. The fanpus Stawell Gft,
first run in 1878, lives on as the world's ol dest and npst prest-

igious race. (The first Bay Sheffield in South Australia was run
in 1887; the Burnie and Bendigo Gfts in Victoria began in the
1940s, and several others were established in the 1980s.)

I'n the earlier years Aborigines were promni nent and
controversi al - because they were good and because they were
bl ack.

But bl ack pedestrianism cricket, and boxing nust be seen in
the context of Aboriginal policy and practice in the nineteenth
and twentieth centuries. Wiile Australian racism transcends
state boundari es, there is justification for singling out
Queensland : for its particularly long history of race hatred and
vi ol ence, for its special | egislation that deneaned and
di scrimnated, for its negation of human rights as generally
understood. The sporting experience sustains the picture.

Between 1824 and 1908 sone 10,000 Aborigines were killed by

white settlers. One witer to the Queenslander in 1880 expressed

a commonly held view "You say we treat themlike wild animals:
Well to a certain extent their attributes are the sane, and nust
be met in the sane nmanner... It would be al nbst as useless for

whites to try and nake aninmals noral as [nmake] the Queensl and
Abori gines. . ." 7

In 1883 the British Hi gh Conm ssioner wote privately to the

13



Prine Mnister, WIIiamGladstone:8

The habit of regarding natives as vermn, to
be cleared off the face of the earth, has
given to the average Queensl ander a tone of
brutality and cruelty in deal i ng with
' bl acks' which it is wvery difficult for

anyone who does not know it, as | do, to
realize. I have heard men of ~culture and
refinenent, of the greatest humanity and
ki ndness to their fellow whites... talk, not
only of the whol esal e butchery... but of the

i ndividual murder of natives, exactly as they
would talk of a day's sport, or of having to
kill some troubl esome aninal.

The blood-letting had to be stopped and in 1897 the
Aboriginals Protection and Restriction of the Sale of Opium Act
was passed. In essence and essentials it remained in force until
the md-1980s. The spirit of the Act was to be protective - but
the protections in practice at once becane discrininations.
St oppi ng white grog, sexual, or opium predators from conming near

Aboriginal comunities resulted in their incarceration, for life,

even generations, on the nobst renote and inaccessible reserves

l'i ke Yar r abah, Pal m 1Island, Cher bourg (Baranbah), Banaga,
Woor abi nda. Protection of Aboriginal morality cane to nean
censorship of their novenent, | abour, marriages, | ei sure,

religious and cultural rituals. Protection of their income cane
to mean officials controlling their wages, withdrawals from
conpul sory savings bank accounts, their rights to enter into
contracts of | abour. Teaching Aborigines 'good order and
di sci pline' becane inprisoning them for acts neither actionable
nor crimnal in the open society, or punishing them on missions

and settlements when they should have been tried in ordinary
courts. Similar 'protections' operated in each colony and state -

yet harsh as they were, they didn't match the grim quality of

Queensl and's 'control' provisions.

Genny Blades's thesis® presents the issues in this sport:

14



amateur athletic 'respectability' versus pedestrian 'vice': grim
exploitation of black peds by their stable bosses; the 'running
stiff' to secure a |lesser yardage handicap for future events:
Aborigines seen as 'lower class' yet excluded from sone races
because whites feared their likely victories; the Abori ginal
Protector's attenpts to keep themin strict isolation, away from
soci ety, from tracks, from the 'influences' which nmade sone
Aborigines cheeky enough to question the 'protection' system
created in 1897.

The Queensland Amateur Athletic Association's behaviour
illustrated the Aboriginal experience: it sought to disbar all
Aborigines from athletics, first, because they I|acked noral
character, then because they had insufficient intelligence, then
because they couldn't resist white vice. Unabl e to sustain these
‘reasons', in 1903 the Association sinmply deenmed them all

10 (The secretary of the Australian

permanent  professional s!
Amateur Athletics Union, however, felt it was contrary to the
ideas of the amateur athletics world to disbar a nman 'nerely
because he was an aboriginal'.)

On prograns Aborigines had an '(a)' after their nanes, half-
castes an '(h.c.)": "w t hout these distinguishing nmarks... t he
public are msled . Distinguished they were: Conbardlo Billy (who
ran 150 yards in 15 seconds in 1882), George Conbo, Tom Thunb,
E Hubert, Patrick Bowran, Tommy Snmith, Evans ('the Bal mai n nigger
ped'), Jacky from Queensland, Paddy Doyle ('an honest trier'),
Harry Murray ('a straight ped'), A Watts, Charlie Mtchell.

The earliest account of an Aboriginal runner is of Manuello

in Victoria: in February 1851 he beat Tom MLeod, regarded as the

fastest man in Australia, over 100 yards (91m; he al so beat the

15



NSW chanpion, Freddie Furnell, over 100 and 150 yards (137m."
Bobby Kinnear, born and raised on the Antwerp Mssion near
Di mboola in Victoria, won the big one, the Stawell Gft, in 1883
- with three yards to spare! A nmenorial has been erected to him
in the Antwerp cenetery. An Aborigine, J Dancey, won the
Stawel | in 1910. Another Aboriginal sprinter, A Loughlin, was
clear favourite to win the 1918 Stawell after the heats. But on
the day he went wal kabout and was never seen again. A fine
runner, Fred Kingsmll, was described as 'the coloured Adonis
whom nature created and then threw away the nould'.

The early sports witers had sone nice turns of phrase. of
"Bowman the Aboriginal', the Referee said:“ 'He is rather a
peculiar nmade sprinter, having little or no calf and a trenmendous
thigh at the top of the |leg. It is the nost peculiar shaped |eg
| have ever seen on a runner...'; but shapely or not, he won this
Carrington Handicap (in 1887) 'and | am told that the party
reaped a harvest of sonething like 500 pounds for the win'.

Larry Marsh ('one of the greatest runners in Sydney in

1894"), won a great deal of noney. From Cuneragunga on the
Miurray River came Alf Mrgen, Billy Russell, and the |egendary
Bobby MDonal d, creator of the 'crouch start' in 1887 - many
years before Lewis Hope 'invented it'. 13 The photograph on p 12
is of interest, especially in the way it tries to show the
rel ati onship between Aborigines and 'nature'. Later, ' Cunmer a'

produced Eddy Briggs, Doug Nicholls, brother Dowi e Nicholls, and
perhaps the greatest of themall, Lynch Cooper.

In 1929 Doug N cholls won the Nyvah G ft and then the
War r acknabeal , second only to Stawell in inportance. He was a
finalist in the Ml bourne Thousand, then the world' s richest

event. On that particular day, in April 1929, Lynch Cooper won

16



the World Sprint Chanpionship from Austin Robertson over 75
yards, 100, 130, and 220 yards (68m 91m 118m and 201m). In
1928 he won the Stawell Gft, at his third attenpt. Havi ng
failed in 1926 and 1927, and with only twenty pounds |left, hi s
fishing boat sold and then unenployed, he risked all on hinself
at 60 to 1. He had a long and rewarding career, sust ai ni ng
hinmself and his fam |y through the Depression years. In 1961 Ken
Hanpton won the fanpus Bay Sheffield race in G enelg; he also
won the Broken Hill and Murray Bridge Gfts. In 1971 Wally Bux
of Victoria cane second in the Stawell; in 1977 he won the VFA

Centenary Gft worth $2,000.

Doug Nicholls had careers in boxing, runni ng, Aussie Rules.
Jack Marsh and Albert Henry were excellent peds as well as
cricketers. In 1896 the Referee said of Jack Marsh that 'no man

in Australia can beat himat the present time in a 75 yard run'.
He won at least five major handicap events. Mich later Wally
Macart hur, the Australian under-19 100m sprint chanpion, was in
line for Aynpic selection but 'was denied a place in the South

14 As the

Australian Athletic Squad because he was an Aboriginal'.
'"Black Flash', he went on to a sensational rugby |eague career
with Rochdale and Sal ford in the United Kingdomin the 1950s.

The exclusions were ugly. The Queensland Home Secretary
wote (in 1897) that 'the whites conplained of the superior
capabilities of the blacks at Fraser |sland, and asked me to stop
them conpeting with the whites..."'. Fortunately this prejudice
and behavi our was not universal.

Not every ped was seduced by civilization; not every athlete

wound up on the skids; and not all white runners were prejudiced

agai nst the black stars. One 'sable party' from north Queensl and
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rejected all lures of 'noney, baccy and grog'; al as, cried the
press, for "there's a gold mne in this black dianond' . Many.
like N cholls and Harry WIllians, went on to solid careers; and
in Nicholls's case, from 'Black Streak' and 'Flying Abo' to a
kni ght hood and the Governorship of South Australia.

The recognised prince of black runners was Charlie Sanuels,

a stock rider from Dalby in Queensland. In 1894 the Referee

wr ot e:
Thus it is that | am about to claimfor an
abori gi nal runner what an over whel m ng
majority of foot racing critics will concede

is his due - the Chanpionship of Australia.
It mght be nore pleasant reflection to
Australians, perhaps, if a white man... could
be quoted as chanpi on; but as we are sizing
up the sprint runners on the “all-in'
principle, a black aboriginal has to be
accorded the laurel crown... Sarmuel s has, in
a long course of consistent and brilliant
runni ng, established his claim not only to
be the Australian chanpion, but also to have
been one of the best exponents of sprint
running the world has ever seen.

In 1886 he ran 136 yards (124m in 13 1/5 seconds, 'the best
yet done in Australia'. He is credited with a 300 yard (274m
race in 30 seconds, equalled only by Englishman Harold Hutchens,
officially rated the greatest sprinter of the nineteenth century,

amateur or professional. 15

Charlie's greatest yet generally
unbel i eved achievenent was his running of a 9.1 hundred yards -
nine yards inside even tine - at Botany, Sydney in 1888! (The
clocks were probably correct: possibly the track lengths were
shorter - to heighten the dranmatic tines.)

"One of the nost intelligent men of his race', he trained on
'a box of cigars, pi pe and tobacco, and plenty of sherry'.
Despite this, he began a successful nmastery of Hutchens in 1897.

Samuel s won the series to the extent that no one, cl ai med Austr-

alian Town and Country, could 'dispute Sanuels' claim to the
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title of chanpion sprinter of the world . The Hutchens canp did

not see it that way. Claimng lack of a trainer and his poor
condi tion, Hutchens called the series ‘'an exhibition', t hus
denyi ng Sanuels that title. Anot her cel ebrated victory was over

Tom Mal one, the Irish chanpion.

Many peds, said a critic, 'fall to pieces under pressure...
Samuels was not one of these.' But in many respects he couldn't
cope with the system severe handicapping, running stiff to get a
few yards back, dubi ous nanagers. running to exhaustion, W nning

90,000 pounds for his backers against Ted Lazarus in 1887 but

paid only the prize noney, "assault upon an artillery nman over a
| ady', drunk and disorderly at the Centennial Park 'black's
canmp' .

After a conmeback he went to live at La Perouse in Sydney.

Somewhat predictably he was seen as a 'troubl enaker' and sent by

the police to Callan Park Lunatic Asylum for "intenperance to
drink'. Three nonths later he went back to Queensland. The
Ref er ee:

Poor old Charlie was one of the nost
marvel |l ous sprint runners the world has ever
seen, and his nane will go down to posterity
as the Deerfoot of Australia. He mde
fortunes . . . but he is likely to die in the
gunyahs of his own peopl e, dependent on the
protection of charity of the Queensland
Government of which he is a native.

He died in 1912 at 49 - not in a gunyah but in one of those
abysmal penal -type government settlenents, Baranbah, to which he
had been 'renpved on the Mnister's order'. The fates of Albert
Henry, Jerry Jerone, and Ron Richards were to be pathetically

sinmlar.
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a. WALLY McARTHUR

LYNCH COOPER

b.
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P. BOWMAN, WINNER OF SECOND CARRINGTON HANDIOAP.

a. PATRICK BOWMAN

25 EARNWAL .
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4. THE FAST BLACK MEN

EDDIE GILBERT

. faster than anything seen from Larwood or anyone else. . .
— Sir Donald Bradman
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Aboriginal statistics in cricket are quite dismal - yet the
history of the twenty or so nen in the game is fascinating.
The figures tell us nothing of the racism the harshness of
cricket for men of colour and 'lower class', of the tragedy, the
pat hos, and even the humour involved for the few. Sinply, of 7076
Australian first-class cricketers between 1850 and 1987, only six
have been Aboriginal: Johnny Millagh, Twopenny, Al bert Henry,
Jack Marsh, Eddie Glbert, and lan King.

The first Aborigine in Australian cricket, Shi ney, made
three ducks in a rowin Hobart Town in 1835. '® But thi ngs did
inmprove: in 1872 Billy the Blackboy from Charleville (Q threw a
ball 140 yards - a controversial record which appeared in Wsden;
and in 1869 Johnny Taylor from the Canberra region scored 35 off
a four-ball over - at a tine when all hits were run! Cri cket
becane popular with South Australian Aborigines in the 1870s. An
Aboriginal team from New Norcia - encouraged by the nissionaries
to engage in this 'civilizing' process - becane a leading teamin
the West. But by 1905 the inexorable and by then universal
segregation-protection policies saw them play their |ast match.

Taught by the sons of pastoralists, Aborigines in the Lake
Wal lace district of western Victoria became the nucleus of the
fanous black tour of England in 1868 - exactly a decade before
the first white team went abroad.

The full story of the nen fromthe Edenhope area is well
told by John Milvaney (1967),' and in a nuch expanded version by
Mul vaney and Rex Harcourt (1988). Mich briefer versions are those
of MacDonald (1917)'® and Pollard (1987).' Milvaney has pointed
to the significant issues: settler attitudes to, and their sense

of "ownershi p' of, bl acks on their properties,; ‘dying race',
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fossil culture, and surviving remant theories: gover nnent al
protection of Aborigines from predators, and actual exploitation
of their skills and their naivety; concerns about Aboriginal ill-
heal th, and the reality that so many of these cricketers died
young, and alcoholic.

Briefly, the story is that WIIliam Hayman of Edenhope sent
pictures of 'his' Aborigines to Row ey and Bryant, owners of the
Mel bourne Cricket Gound refreshnent tent, suggesting a match.
Wth the 'synpathies of the whole of the population of Ml bourne
behind them, and before 10,000 spectators at the MCG on Boxing
Day 1866, 'these children of the forest' - as the Age called
thenf® - lost by nine wckets. Three weeks l|ater Bullocky and
Cuzens played for the Victorian XI against a Tasmanian XV, won
by the latter because Millagh was absent, il according to the

Age. 21

(Weaker teans were allowed up to four or five nore
batsmen, hence XVs, XVis and even XVIIIs).

Thereafter things fell apart. Suggestions about a black tour
to England were bedevilled by some financial skul | duggery,
concerns about Aborigines being in ill-health, anxi ety by the
Central Board for the Protection of Aborigines that they m ght be

deserted whil e abroad. "There was a feeling' - wote MacDonald -

"that it mght prove a better thing for the pronpters than for

the blacks'. Sugar had died before the first MCC match; his
repl acenent, Watty, died on the way hone from Sydney matches;
Jellico and Paddy died of pneunpnia soon after; Tarpot and Di ck-
a-Dick were seriously ill. Watty's inquest revealed constant

drinking and a general inability of these Aborigines to cope with
what went on in city life.
Charles Law ence, Sydney hotelier and coach, was persuaded

to captain a resurrected team that would play in England. They

24



toured Victoria and NSWin fund-raising matches and devastated
the Army and Navy team in Sydney before 5,000 spectators, with a
Cuzens double of 86 and 8 wi ckets for 23. The touring team of
thirteen, plus Lawence, arrived on 13 May 1868. "Not hi ng of
interest comes from Australia except gold nuggets and black
cricketers'. said the Daily Telegraph. |ndeed, the line-up of

tribal nanes and sobriquets was of interest:

Di ck-a-Di ck Jungunj i nanuke
Pet er Arrahnuni jarrinun
Johnny Ml | agh Unaarrimnin
Cuzens Zel | anach
Sundown Ballrinjarrimn
Ki ng Col e Bri ppokei

Ti ger Bonmnbar ngeet

Red Cap Bri mbunyah

Bul | ocky Bul | chanach
Mosqui t o Grougarrong

Jim Crow Jal l achrurrimn
Twopenny Mur rungunarri man
Charl ey Dumas Pri punuar r aman

This first ever Australian team abroad and its record of 47
mat ches, nineteen draws, fourteen |Iosses and fourteen wins is now
part of sporting history. O interest here is what the quaint,

sonmetimes generous, sonetines carping British press? made of the

"exploits of an inpossible coffee-coloured team. 23
The bl ack physique fascinated them 'They seemi. wote the
Rochdal e  (bserver, "generally stalwart men'. 24 The Sporting

Gazette found them 'sturdy-Ilinbed too, not hwi t hstanding their

slight peculiarity of build, deep in the chest, and with an
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al nost Engl i sh width across the shoulder'. 25

The Ti nes
hi ghlighted their hair and beards as long and wiry, their ski ns
as varied shades of blackness. 26 The Sporting Gazette predicted

surprise for those who expected broad noses, thick lips and the

‘wool' OF the Negro: 'The Australians were handsone, good-
tenpered looking fellows' - 'quite the race one would expect
Macaul ay' s New Zeal ander to spring from. 21 I ndeed!

"It must not be inferred', warned Sporting Life, 'that they
are savages'. 28 The Times had the first and Iast word: 'They are
perfectly civilized, and are quite famliar with the English

| anguage' . 29

The public relations nmen did a fine job. Said Sporting Life:
‘since the ingenious George Martin brought Deerfoot from Anerica
to contend against English pedestrians no arrival has been

anticipated wth so nuch curiosity and interest'. 30

31

"Certainly
the cricket event of the age', wote Sporting G(azette, as a
record critical assenblage of spectators - between 7,000 and
9,000 - came to see the 'Eleven Gentlenen of Surrey versus El even
Aboriginal Black Australians' at the Oval in May 1868.

The Tines, of course, was critical. 32

They had little chance
‘against the cultivated teaml from Surrey. Bowl i ng was second-
rate, fielding not precise. "Batting, save that of Mullagh, is
sadly wanting in power', with deficiencies in defence, and
runni ng between wi ckets 'nmuch at fault'. In the Maryl ebone gane,
the Aborigines collapsed in their second innings and Bullocky
'was absent without a satisfactory reason being assigned' . The
result, snorted The Tines, 'may be called a travestie wupon
cricketing at Lords'.

The sports papers saw their batting as 'steady' and 'their

wist-play good'. 'To the cognoscenti, their fielding is quite a
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treat', wote Sporting Gazette, their catching amazing and 'they

throw in very well indeed, naking the ball whizz along at a great
pace'. Mul | agh was the star, 'a cricketer unnstakably'. 3 The
Gazette raved about his 73 in 80 minutes against Surrey - 'a

clever performance, and worthy of any batsman, no matter what his
country or colour'.* "An innings', wote McDonald, 'described
as being worth at least a hundred, for they at once noticed

Johnny's aversion to hard running'. 35

"Mullagh and Cuzens', he
concl uded, "were in all-round capacity not only the backbone of
the side, but sonme of the ribs as well' .3
Each gane was followed by 'Australian' and 'native sports’

thrilling to spectators and sportswiters. The Rochdale bserver
went overboard in eulogy of the boonmerang and spear-throw ng,
dodgi ng the barrage of cricket balls, Dick-a-Dick's throw of 107
yards, and his victory in the 100 yards backwards dash.®’
Sporting Life summarized the 'doings of the Darkies': 'No eleven
has in one season ever played so many matches... so successfully
- never playing less than two matches in each week, and
frequently three, bearing an anount of fatigue that now seens

38 I ndeed: King Cole had died of tuberculosis in

incredible...’
md-tour and illnesses forced Sundown and Jim Crow to be sent
home in August. The remaining eleven were nmuch fatigued. The
final honour was the Sportsman's publication of the full tour
statistics, of which only part is shown in Table 1 on page 28.

On return the players dispersed, many dying prematurely and
in obscurity. Only Johnny Millagh achieved fanme. 'The Bl ack
"WG" of the team [he] was a superior man in many ways. He had

all-round capacity in cricket, with sonething of a personality to

back it', wote MacDonal d. ¥ Geat praise conmes fromcritic David
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Frith. In The Fast Men he describes Mullagh as 'a kind of early
Sobers, who batted "el egantly", sonetimes kept wicket, and with
his fastish bowing took 245 wickets at ten runs apiece'. ** He
played for Victoria against Lord Harris's touring English team

He remained a nenber of the Harrow Club, playing in the Mirray

TABLE 1
ABORI G NAL BATTI NG AND BOW.I NG AVERAGES
Batting Averages

Most in Mst in Tines
Matches Inns. Runs an inns. a match not out Aver.

Ml lagh ....... 43 74 1679 94 129 4 22.51
Lawrence ...... 41 57 1191 63 96 14 20.51
Cuzens ........ 46 72 1364 87 87 6 18. 68
Bul l ocky ...... 42 60 566 64* 72 3 9. 26
Redcap ........ 47 73 628 56 56 5 8.44
Twopenny ...... 47 67 574 35* 40 8 8.38
King Cole ..... 8 10 75 18 21 2 7.5
Tiger ......... 47 69 421 32 32 4 6.7
Peter ......... 44 59 286 30 31 7 4.50
Di ck-a-Dick ... 47 66 304 27 30 4 4.40
Mosquito ...... 35 23 82 8* 8* 26 3.13
Dumas ......... 45 77 218 17* 17* 6 2.64
JimCrow ...... 13 14, 37 10 12 4 2.9
Not out
Bow i ng Aver ages
I nns. Overs Runs wkts. Aver .

Lawrence ....... 68 1595 3041 255 3.51
Mullagh ........ 74 1841 2128 237 3.15
Cuzens ......... 46 864 1287 113 2.21

Redcap bowled in 28 innings and took 54 wickets

Twopenny " 13 ' " 34

Di ck-a-Dick " 9 ' " 5 '

Bul | ocky " 5 ' " 4 '

King Cole " 2 ' " 1 '
In the first innings against Rochdale and the second innings
agai nst North Shields no bowing analysis was kept, but Law ence

took seven and Mil |l agh twel ve w ckets.

NOTE: 1) Batting averages do not take account of Tines Not Qut,
and bowl ing averages are for w ckets per innings: in
both cases, decimal points are incorrect.

2) These statistics and averages differ, marginal ly, from
those published in Sporting Life on the sane date and
whi ch appear in Milvaney's Cricket Wal kabout. | have no
argunent for the correctness of one set over the other.
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Cup until 1890. Sensitive to racial slurs, Millagh stood up to
indignity, on one occasion spending the night in the open rather
than accepting a room across the yard next to the stables which
the inn-keeper judged good enough for 'the nigger'. He died in
1891. 'The Western district', wote the Sydney Mil, 'will regret
his death'.* A nenorial was erected to this "virtuous,
exenplary' man on the local ground, later named Miullagh Oval. One
side of his headstone is inscribed with his English tour average
(23.65), the other with his Murray Cup performance (45.70).

There is a sense of inevitability about the careers and
fates of three great Aboriginal fast nmen this century: Jack

Marsh, Al bert ("Alec') Henry, and Eddie G lbert. Talented,

erratic, ‘'unreliable', 'chuckers', all fared and died badly.
A 'fiery, unpredi ct abl e’ fast bowler, 'a genuine character,
subject to noodiness', 42 Henry (1880-1909) played seven first-

class ganes for Queensland in 1901-2 and 1904-05. He averaged 6.0
for batting and took 26 wi ckets at 32.04 runs each.

In a 1904 club match he was constantly no-balled for
doubtful action by well-known wunpire A L Crossart. Henry's

(inmmortal) reaction was reported to the Queensland Cricket

Associ ation thus: 43
M Henry, when the over was conpleted,
deliberately went over to Unpire Crossart and
said words to this effect, viz.: 'YQU

bast ar d! You no-ball ny good balls and the
ones | did throw, you never! You know not hing
about cricket!"’ - at the sane time shaking
his hand in Urpire Crossart's face.
Henry achieved fantastic figures in grade cricket. In April
1902 he was selected to play against NSW that side including the
ot her 'black dianond', Jack Marsh. Henry took 2 for 63 and 1 for

38, Marsh 2 for 64 and 3 for 67. At he season's end Henry won
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the best average trophy for his 5.15 per wicket. The Englishnen
who faced him during the 1903-04 tour thought him just about the
fastest bowl er they had ever seen, 'even the fastest trundler in
the world', though his action was 'not above suspicion'. And
despite earlier difficulties he was selected for the state again
in 1905.

I nvolved in cricket and running, li ke so many, he was al so,
like so many, enmeshed in the rigid authoritarianism of the
protection era. He was renoved to Baranmbah (now Cherbourg) and

imprisoned for a month 'for |oafing, mal i ngering and defying

authority'. From there he was isolated further afield, to
i naccessi bl e Yarrabah, to die of tuberculosis at 29 - defiant at
the system yet certain victimof it.

Jack Marsh (1874-1916) was a controversial right-arm fast
bow er for NSW* A 'full-blood" from the Clarence River
district, he came to cricket when the canpaign to elimnate
chucki ng was near hysterical. At a state trial match in Sydney in
Novenber 1900, he clean bowl ed the great Victor Trunper for one.
This led not to acclaimbut to trouble. Umire WCurran said he
woul d no-ball Marsh at play next day. The Sydney Mbrning Herald

wr ot e: *°

Mar sh, who was no-balled . . . feels so
confident that his delivery is fair, that he
is prepared to have his arm so bandaged as to
render it inpossible to bend or jerk the
elbow - which is generally accepted

constituting a throw As a matter of fact, he
has already denonstrated to some of the
principal menbers of the Sydney Cricket Club
that his delivery is absolutely fair. He
caused a piece of wood to be tightly fixed
along the arm and bow ed as fast as ever.
Orders have been given for a splint for the
arm  which wll keep it absolutely rigid,

and, if conpleted in tine, will be worn for
the balance of the eleven's innings... If the
splint be not ready somnething equal l'y
effective will be used.
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Thi s, reported the paper, ‘was unsatisfactory to the unpire and
he decided to retire from the match.' Al'l believed the throw ng
stigm would end at this point - but this was not to be.

In a match against Victoria, Unpire Crockett no-balled Marsh

three tinmes. In the return gane, according to Jack Pollard,

Victoria ' had brought with them their own unpire, t he

controversi al Bob Crockett - [who] proceeded to no-ball Marsh
46

nineteen times for throw ng' . The crowd believed Marsh was
victimzed: Crockett called only his slower ball, whereas Curran
and others only his faster one.

No one in Sydney cricket objected to his action. In 1902 he
took 58 wickets at less than ten apiece. He was described as
having 'gifts no other man in Australia - and probably no other
bowl er in the world - possesses: he curves the ball, he bow s a
peculiar dropping ball, and his break back on a perfect wcket is
phenonenal for a bow er of his pace'. ar Marsh, wote J C Davis in
1916, 'could make the ball do stranger things in the air than any
other bow er | ever saw . 48

His first-class batting average was only 5.00 but he took 34
wi ckets at 21.47 each. In 1903-04 the triunphant English team
pl ayed a Bathurst XV. Marsh took 5 for 55, after which the Sydney
Mai | quoted an unnaned senior English player as saying that his
action was perfectly legal and that 'Marsh was the best bowler in
the world - this, despite the English captain's objection to
Marsh's presence in the match. 49

M A Noble, then selector of NSWteans, felt he was a chucker
- nor did he 'have class enough' for representative matches: 'his

% In 1905

bowing was erratic and could not be relied upon'.
there were suggestions he should make the tour to England

'because of his clever manipulation of the ball'. The noted
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English cricketer, L 0 S Poidevin, commented that this wouldn't
happen 'probably because the absurd White Australia policy has
touched or tainted the hearts of the rulers of cricket, as it has

the political rulers'. 51

Davi s, in the Referee, said it all:
'That Jack Marsh would have been one of the world's greatest
bow ers if he had been a white man | have al ways believed... hi s
bowing would have established a fresh standard of hard-w cket
excellence and created a new type, differing altogether from
anyt hing ever known before.' 52 Warren Bardsl ey, the great left-
hander, said in his recollections 'that the reason they kept him
out of big cricket was his color'.

Phil Derriman's article 'Death in Orange' in 1985 pointed to
Marsh's tragic end.®® His skull had probably been fractured by
"the toe of a boot' in 1916. Judge Bevan opined that 'so far as
the kicking [of Marsh as he lay on the ground] was concerned,
Marsh might have deserved it'! H's two assailants were charged
not wth nurder but manslaughter and acquitted without the jury
| eaving the box. Marsh has the quality of |egend about him Sone
70 years after his sordid end, people still talk about him Hi s
life is now celebrated in a 70 minute SBS television documentary
produced by Robert Kitts.

Eddie G lbert® (1908-1978) was 'a dynamic Aboriginal fast
bower who at his prime ranked second only to Bradman anopng

Queensl and  fans'.®®

Of only four or five paces, he bow ed at
sizzling speed. Wth | ong arns, 'he achieved his pace wth a
right arm that swung in such a blur it was difficult to assess
claims that he threw .

In first-class matches he scored a nere 224 runs at 7.22;

however, his 87 wickets cost 28.97 each. In Decenber 1931 he
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bowl ed Bradman for a duck - after a five-ball spell of which Sir
Don wote: 'he sent down in that period the fastest "bowing" |
can renenber . . . one delivery knocked the bat out of ny hand and
| unhesitatingly class this short burst faster than anything seen

% The NSWteam claimed his bow ing

from Larwood or anyone el se'.
was a blot on the gane. Bradman wote later that his bowing
| ooked fair fromthe pavilion but was 'suspect'.

In his first state match against South Australia he took 2
for 22 and 2 for 76. In a spectacular match against the West
Indies he took 5 for 65 and 2 for 26. Ht for a mghty six by
Learie Constantine, he replied in kind off the great nan's
bow i ng. Perhaps his best performance was in the Bradman ' duck'
gane: then the fanpus Stan MCabe played one of his greatest
innings ever - 229 not out. Agai nst that feat Glbert finished
with 4 for 74 off 21 overs.

In 1931 Unmpire Barlow no-balled him eleven tines in three
overs in Mel bourne. Yet in the next gane against South Australia,
bodyl i ne unpire George Hele didn't call him Injuries plagued him
but in 1934-35 he took a total of 9 for 178 against NSWand 5 for
77 against Victoria. For those matches, the Aboriginal Prot ect or
woul d not pay his expenses but 'gave his permission' for G lbert
to play.

Frith says that for four or five overs he was ' exceedi ngly
fast'. 'He |acked stanina, he was bl ack, and he came from the
Cinderella State. O herwi se he might have become Australia's
first and so far only Aborigine Test player.' 57 David Forrest's
short story, That Barambah Mb, tells of a Glbert souvenir one
pl ayer took to his grave: '...nufactured in Austra...' stanped in

reverse on his head, an inprint froma G |lbert bunper! 58
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In 1972 Frith confirmed that he was in a state nmental
institution in Queensland, having spent 23 years there, incapable
of speech.® Be died there in 1978 - not at Cherbourg as so many
accounts have it. 60

lan King, "an exuberant right-armfast bower', cane into
the Queensland side in 1969-70 after only four seasons of grade

cricket.®

Unli ke his predecessors, "his action was as snooth as
silk though he was the fastest bowmer to play for Queensland
since Wes Hall'. A non-conform st, his elegant clothing in his
boxi ng days earned himthe nickname ' Rai nbow , | ater changed to
' Sammy' because of his uncanny resenblance to Sammy Davis Junior.
Be al so played hockey and basketball.

King's grade figures were excellent. In only eight first-
class matches he nade 65 runs at 8.12 and took 30 wickets at
28. 36. After ‘'troubles in Brisbane' he settled in Perth and
continued with grade cricket. Despite his short career, says
Pol I ard, "he gave glinpses of rare talent, exceptional pace and
splendid fielding ability'.

In 1986 Charles Perkins resolved to send an Abori gi nal team
to England (in 1988) to retrace the 1868 itinerary. The
Australian Aboriginal Cricket Association was founded, with lan
King appointed organiser of the venture. Czech novelist Mlan
Kundera says the idea of eternal return is a nysterious one, but
a nice one if the menory is pleasant. Despite its troubles, the
1868 tour is one of the better Aboriginal nenories. Sonme argue it
is better left that way: others support a re-enactnent. What ever
the outcome - for now, and for the perspective to come - sinply
to evoke discussion about 1868 is of significance for the

Aboriginal vision of their history.
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ABORIGINAL TEAM v MELBOURNE CRICKET CLUB XI, BOXING DAY 1866
(LtoR)MrHayman,Captain, Sugar,dJellico,Cuzens,Needy, Mullagh, Bullocky,
Tarpot, Sundown, Tom Wills (umpire), Officerand Peterseatedinfront
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a. CUZENS b. JOHNNY MULLAGH
'wereinall-roundcapacitynotonlythebackboneoftheside,
butsomeoftheribsaswell’

C. ALBERT (ALEC) HENRY
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a. JACK MARSH - 'he dresses well, if gaudily, and is quite
good-looking, whilst he might be Japanese in the matter
ofhisintelligence...' - LOS Poidevin

b. IAN KING
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5. THE GLORY SPORT

JERRY JEROME

The first Aboriginal titleholder, this ‘weirdly constructed native’ won the
middleweight championship in 1913.
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Fasci nati ng, says British novelist Brian danville about

boxing - albeit a sport 'blemished by its essential brutality,

62

its exploitation of the poor and sinple'. In so nmany ways

boxing is close to the bone. Under harsh lights two nen engage in

undi sgui sed aggression, Wi th courage, skill, resilience, and
power. They represent - in Ganville's sense - a social ('poor'),
mental ('sinple'), and physical ('brutal') class: which is very
close indeed to the inevitable (white) portrait of the ‘'racial’
type.

But there is another dinension to black boxing: a political
one. Ever since Jack Johnson won the world heavywei ght

chanpi onship in Sydney Town in 1908, the holder of that title has
been seen as the synbolic physical master of the world. The | ower
wei ghts are but |esser, paler versions of that thene.

And so the way out of poverty and racism for sonme minorities

has been boxing, the glory sport. Certainly this is true for
Arerican blacks and for African fighters. Yet it has achieved
less for Aborigines. In fact, says historian Richard Brooneg,

boxing has ‘'done nore to reinforce the basic oppression of
Aborigines than to overcome it'. 63

Why? At first blush the ring was a route to noney, upwar d
mobility, a break in the caste barrier, to a tenporary (but often
sweet) victory over chronic powerlessness. It offered a chance of
self-identity, somre dignity, certainly a collective pride and a
hei ghtening of Abori gi nal - consci ousness for the vcity and
riverbank people as they barracked for their heroes.

The statistics are inpressive, the conclusions and outcones
less so. In 1980 Broone reported that while only one per cent of

the popul ation, Aborigines had produced 30 of the 225 chanpions

(or fifteen per cent) in eight boxing divisions. To date 32
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Aborigines have won 51 professional titles (Table 2 on p 41).
They have held six British Commonwealth titles and the world
bant amnei ght chanpi onshi p. Three fought unsuccessfully for world
titles. They have won at |east 100 state titles. The boxing
authority Ray Mtchell says there are nore Aboriginal boxers per
their head of population than anong any other group in the
wor | d. &

Most writers have di m nished Aboriginal achievenment sonewhat

by presenting the 'standard list - Richards, Sands, Bennet t,
Hassen, Bracken, Rose, Thonpson, and Mindine - as if it was the
total list. The 'forgotten' ones don't deserve forgetting: Tables

2 and 3 indicate the dinmension of black fighting.

Statistics notwthstanding, the odds have al ways been too
t ough: entrapnent in Australia's inherent and often vicious
raci sm unendi ng stereotyping: the alnobst universal exploitation
of the typical black boxer. There were crippling percentages off
the top by managers, and sonetines the full per cent by the
Aboriginal Protector, especially in Queensland. Aborigines were a
separate |egal class of persons. The lifestyle was one of

65 Percei ved as

"imedi ate consunption' and 'kinship obligations'.
a separate biology - always as quick, reflexive, strong, tough,
enduring - they were seen as especially 'explosive' and 'excit-
ing', hence as a special breed of gladiator and entertainer. The

fanbus West Indian witer, CL R Janmes, always deplored Caribbean

cricketers being called 'spontaneous': it suggested they were an
instinctive people, incapable of thought. In simlar vein,
Aborigines were 'naturally' exciting fighters, always a 'credit
to their race'; they were never individuals - they were always

(in Paul Coe's words) bodies, never brains. 66
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TABLE 2

ABORI G NAL W NNERS OF AUSTRALI AN PRCFESSI ONAL TI TLES

HEAVYWE| GHT:
Tony MJNDI NE
Ron RI CHARDS
Dave SANDS

CRUI SERWEI GHT:
Tony MUNDI NE

LI GHTHEAVYWEI GHT:
wally CARR
Tony MJUNDI NE
Ron RI CHARDS
Dave SANDS

JUNI OR LI GHTHEAVYWEI GHT:

Doug SAM

M DDLEWE| GHT:
Dick BLAIR
Wally CARR
Jerry JEROVE
Tony MJUNDI NE
Ron RI CHARDS
Dave SANDS

LI GHTWEI GHT
Lawr ence Baby Cassius AUSTIN
Ceor ge BRACKEN
Jack HASSEN
Hect or THOWPSON

JUNIOR LI GHTVEI GHT:
Bi g Ji m WEST

FEATHERWEI GHT:
Ell ey BENNETT
Merv  BLANDON
Bri an ROBERTS
Russel | SANDS
Bobby SI NN
Gary WLLIAMS

JUNI OR  FEATHERWEI GHT:
Bri an ROBERTS

BANTAMWEI GHT:
El l ey BENNETT
Merv BLANDON
Johnny JARRETT

Brian ROBERTS

JUNI OR M DDLEWEI GHT: Li onel ROSE

wally CARR Bobby SI NN

Trevor CHRI STI AN

FLYWEI GHT

WELTERWEI GHT: Harry HAYES

Law ence Baby Cassius AUSTIN Bi ndi JACK

Gary COABURN Big Ji m WEST

Steve DENNI'S

Harry GROGAN JUNI OR  FLYWEI GHT:

Al den HOVEN Juni or THOVPSON

Ceor ge KAPEEN
Russell SANDS Jr.

JUNI OR  VELTERWEI GHT:

Law ence Baby Cassius AUSTIN

Gary COVBURN
Norm Ki d LANGFORD
Pat LEGLI SE
Hect or THOWPSON
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TABLE 3

RECORDS OF LEADI NG ABORI Gl NAL BOXERS

(To July 1987) B WKO W, WF D LP LF LKO
AUSTI N, Law ence
Baby Cassi us* 48 13 21 - 2 12 -

BENNETT, Elley 59 40 4 - 1 11 - 2
BLAIR, Dick 85 12 34 - 5 26 5
BLANDON, Merv 66 13 36 - 9 7 - -
BRACKEN, Ceorge 59 25 17 - 2 9 - 6
CARR, Vally 100 27 26 9 27 3 8
CHRI STI AN, Trevor 25 6 10 2 2 " 5
CONBURN, Gary 41 13 10 1 2 8 - 7
DENNI' S, Steve 47 27 9 2 5 - 4
CROGAN, Harry 24 15 - - 6 - 3
HASSEN, Jack 36 23 6 - 2 - 5
HAYES, Harry 41 10 15 2 11 3
JACK, Bi ndi 34 7 9 3 9 ) 5
JARRETT, Johnny 46 25 5 1 7 B 8
JEROME, Jerry 56 31 4 2 4 2 13
KAPEEN, George 91 53 17 4 7 4 1 15
LANGFORD, Norm Kid 58 13 16 3 15 2 9
LEGLI SE, Pat* 34 16 13 - 1 - - 4
MUNDI NE, Tony 96 65 15 - 1 5 - 10
RI CHARDS, Ron 146 65 34 7 11 18 1 9
ROBERTS, Brian* 70 7 31 7 17 - 8
ROSE, Li onel 53 12 30 - 6 - 5
SAM  Doug* 23 17 3 : 1 2
SANDS, Alfie 148 63 23 1 12 36 3 8
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(To Jul'y 1987) TB WO W W D LP LF LKO NC

SANDS, C em 100 36 8 1 4 41 1 8
SANDS, Dave 110 62 35 - 1 8 - 2
SANDS, Ceorge 100 43 10 1 10 19 1 16
SANDS, Ritchie 90 36 6 3 7 11 6 20
SANDS, Russel |l 57 9 24 1 4 7 - 12
SANDS, Russell Jr.* 33 9 13 - 2 9 - -
SI NN, Bobby 59 22 15 - 4 16 - 2
THOWMPSON, Hect or 87 27 46 - 2 5 - 7
THOMPSON, Juni or* 20 5 4 - - 6 - 5
WEST, Big Jim 81 19 25 - 7 26 1 3
W LLIAMS, Gary 40 13 19 - - 4 - 4
CODE: TB - total bouts; WKO - won on knockout; WP - won on
points: W - won on foul; D - drew, LP - lost on
points; LF - lost on foul; LKO - lost on knockout; NC -
no contest.

Still active in 1987.

NOTE: Tabl e conpiled and supplied by Ray Mtchell.

Li ke Charlie Samuels, Jerry Jeronme (1874-1950) was born at
Ji mbour  Station, Dal by. G ven an exenption certificate by his
enpl oyer, he was free to run, rifle shoot, and to box. The first
maj or fight of the 'weirdly constructed native' was at 33, and in
1913 this southpaw won the Australian niddl eweight title. Popul ar
with the crowds, this 'unnmanageabl e, unpredi ctabl e’ man won big
purses, and | ost them quickly. Disliking training, he fought in

poor condition, often 'hog fat'. Deemed a 'pernicious influence'
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at Taroom Aboriginal Settlement - for 'inciting all others to
refuse to work unless paid cash for it' - Chief Protector J W
Bl eakley claimed that this 'noneyed gentleman' took a 'nmean

67 Jerome

advantage' to 'obstruct discipline and defy authority'.
never took a drink in his life. He died, squalidly, at Cherbourg
in 1950, his earnings 'poached" (according to Australian Ring
Digest) by the Native Affairs Departnent and the 'hangers-on'. 68

In 1933 Merv 'Darkie' Blandon won the Australian bantam
wei ght chanpi onshi p. One-eighth Aboriginal, he considered hinself
white, yet the fans insisted on the dark label. He is recorded as
an Aboriginal boxer. In the 1950s Jack Ryan called hinmself G eek
in Sharnman's boxing tents - yet his son is proud of his father's
Abori gi nal heri t age. Being forever defined by others has been a
constant thene in the Aboriginal experience.

In nmany respects, Randell WIlliam (Ron) Richards - born at
Ipswich in 1910 - was the greatest of them all: the national

chanpion in three divisions, the Enpire middl eweight chanpion,

victor over QGus Lesnevitch (later world |ightheavywei ght chanpion

for eight vyears), twice loser on points to that great |[egend,
American Archie More. Had the chance come his way, said
Ray Mtchell, he would have been a world chanpion. "But his
hardest battle', according to Peter Corris, "was for full,

dignified human status within a prejudiced comunity'. ©°

He won
it, for a moment, then lost, badly and sadly.

Ri chards fought often, too often. He lost fights he should
have won. He fought too many of the same men: Anbrose Pal ner four
tines, Fred Hennenbery ten! Attenpts to get to England failed.
Yet here he earned the highest acclaimfrom chanmpion Vic Patrick:

the best fighter he ever saw. Fast, a renowned counter-puncher, a

strong hitter, resilient, he was a conpetent boxer.
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Hs life was a disaster. The early death of his Aboriginal
wife, the victim of poor nmanagenent, of police harassnent,
involved in a few fight scandals, alcohol, he wound wup in
Darl i nghurst pubs where customers would beat him for the glory of
saying 'l ko'd Ron Richards'. Arrested for vagrancy, he was taken
to remote Wyorabinda Settlenment, near Rockhanpton, for three
years. After arrest in Sydney cane the final humliation:
gardener and vegetable man at penal Palm lIsland (where | net him
in 1962). Richards died penniless in 1967. Singer and witer Ted
Egan has captured the reality of the Aboriginal experience in
boxing in his ballad, The Hungry Fighter (see Appendix 1 for the
text). The nane is missing but the tribute is to Richards.

Mich of black sporting success rests on hero-worship: Ell ey
Bennett revered Ron Richards and Lionel Rose idolized George
Bracken. Born at Baranbah in 1924, Bennett won the Australian
bantam title in 1948 and the featherweight crown in 1951. Rat ed
"the hardest hitting man of his weight in the world', he won nmany
fifteen-rounders by sensational knockouts in the dying seconds of
fights he was losing. Wrld ranking cane when he beat the world's
nunber two, Ceci | Schoonnaker, but he could not achieve a
chal | enge agai nst Chanpion Otiz.

"Boxing's Geatest Sportsman' was Ring Digest's opinion of
hi m but he was often in trouble against good boxers. Bennet t,
Hassen, Sands all took heavy punishnent in their winning fights.
Exploited, says Corris, they were never properly trained. In 1953
the magazines were saying Elley had 'looked after his noney' -
sone 16,000 pounds in purses - and 'if he still wants that
fishing vessel, he can now buy it'. This was not to be: in 1955

he began a long battle with booze. Later he became a menber of
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the Abori gi nal Sports Foundation and put something back into
Aboriginal sport. He died in Queensland in 1981.

Boxing nmmy have been Jack Hassen's 'chance for noney and
security' but the outcone was never happy. Born in Concurry in
1926, he began his 'brawing career' in Jimmy Sharman's tents -
and ended it there, fighting for a pittance. The boy who didn't
want fame and fancy lights but only a dairy farm ended up |osing
sonme 20,000 pounds earned in three years. The highlight of his 36
fights was the wn over Pierre Mntaine that gave him world
ranking. In 1949 he won the Australian |ightweight chanpionship
from Archie Kenp. The beaten man died the next day: Hassen never
recovered his confidence or his will to hit hard. ° He f ought
wel | against future world chanpion, Joey Brown, and all-
conquering Freddi e Dawson, but his career was at an end. He | ost
his title to Mckey Tollis in a great fight in 1951. Despite a
newspaper's claim that ‘"he hates being referred to as an
Abori gi ne', n he was the lionised king of the Newtown kids and
today he is part of the La Perouse conmunity.

One man who |ooked for a tine 'to be verging on world
72

gr eat ness' was Ceorge Bracken. Born at PalmIsland in 1935, he
was a dynam ¢ puncher and a classy boxer. He won the Australian
lightweight title in 1955, lost it in 1958 and reclaimed the

vacant title in 1959. Popul ar  Bracken, hanpered by undi agnosed
hepatitis, fought sone trenmendous battles w th other Aborigines,

notably Russell Sands and Gary Cowburn. (There is a pervasive
nyth that Aborigines don't fight well against each other.)

In December 1957 he was arrested on a fake charge by the

I nni sfai l (Q police: there he was pumelled for an hour. ™ As
one detective said: "lI'"ve seen you fight in Brisbane and you
couldn't fight for nuts!' The successful black, it seems, had to
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be brought Iow. This ‘'interrogation' cost him tw schedul ed
fights and 2,000 pounds in earnings.

Bracken spoke out against settlenment life, the indignity of
m ssionary paternalism race prejudice, lack of Aboriginal
education and welfare. He was a keen advocate of an insurance
scheme for black athletes, especially fighters: Aboriginal
boxers, he said, were 'exploited and m smanaged' and finished up
‘with inmpaired health and no noney'. He was able to avoid those
pitfalls.

The Ritchie brothers - renaned Sands for boxing purposes -
came from Burnt Ridge, near Kenpsey, NSW Statistically they were
every kind of a record: bet ween them 605 fights, 249 knockout
wi ns, one Conmonweal th (Enpire) title, one Austral asian, four
Australian, and three state titles.

In md-1941 Ritchie Sands was regarded as possibly 'another

& In md-1966, after a career ruined by crass

Les Darcy'.
m snmanagenent and then seventeen years of tent fighting, this
totally damaged 48 year-old was sentenced to three years for
i ndecent assault. Russell, born in 1937, with a badly withered
leg from aged two, was still good enough to take the Australian
featherweight title. Clem (born 1919) and Ceorge (born 1924) were
both competent welterweights. Alfie (born 1929) had an incredible
148 fights: but, as Ray Mtchell points out, he was permtted,
even encouraged, to go on binges after fights the sooner to work

through his noney and be ready to fight again.”

(His son,

Russel | Sands Jr., was |ater Australian welterweight chanpion.)
The best of them was Dave, born in 1926 and dead, by

acci dent, 26 years later. 'Everyone loved himand adnmired his

76

character', wote Mtchell in eulogy. He was fast, a quick
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thinker, keen to defend hinself against punishnent and cuts.

I'n 1946 he won t he Australian m ddl ewei ght and
I'i ght heavywei ght titles, in 1950 the heavywei ght crown, in 1949
the Enpire nm ddl ewei ght chanpi onship, and in 1952 the sonewhat
meani ngl ess  Austral asian |ightheavyweight title. In England he
fought badly, hanpered by allergic reactions to innoculations,
overawed by the expectations of him The Daily Tel egraph cl ai med
his reputation was 'the veriest, flimsiest bubble'.”” But his
first round knockout of Dick Turpin to win the Enpire title
redeemed him

Wat chi ng the Randol ph Turpin versus Sugar Ray Robinson world
title bout, Sands - a shy, sensitive, generous man - said he
believed he could beat them both. Freddi e Dawson had no doubts:
"He is the greatest fighter | have ever seen -he is the
uncrowned world chanpion.'

Back in Australia noves began for him to fight Randol ph
Turpin and Sugar Ray. But a tinber truck accident in 1952

resulted in his death. A frugal nan, he gave generously to his

not her, friends, relatives, to the extent that noney had to be

subscribed for his funeral. Mtchell's final words say nuch:

"World boxing has lost a great fighter; Australian boxing has
78

lost its mainstay; society has |lost a gentlenan.'
Late 1960 was a better tine for Aborigines. The 1967 Refer-
endum on Aborigines - in a sense falsely pronpted to the public

as a 'new deal' for this ninority - resulted in a record 90 per

cent vote in favour (see note 137). A sense of both guilt and
atonement was abroad, with the major newspapers and, in
particul ar, ABC radio and television presenting a case for
radi cal change of attitude and behaviour. Into this climate and

arena stepped Lionel Rose, certainly one of Australia's best all-
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round boxers.

Rose won the Australian bantammeight title in 1966, the
world title (at twenty) from Fighting Harada in Tokyo in 1968,
defended it twice, and lost it to Ruben Oivares in Los Angeles
in 1969. He lost on points for the world junior lightweight title
in 1970.

Mich has been made of the one-out-of-nine children rise from

total obscurity in Drouin, Gppsland to international fame, to 'a
glinmpse of Valhalla fromthe valley of squalor'. We know of the
careful managenment by Jack and Shirley Rennie, the investnents in
units, insurance and the sandwich shop, of Lionel's acute
awareness of the fates of Richards, Sands. Bennett. Thi s
"uncommonl y sensible young nan' seened destined to show the world
it could all be different.

The Harada fight was acclained world wide. The Tines, ° no
| ess, produced this gem 'He is also only the second abori gi nal
to be successful in top class boxing.' Commenting on this itemto

Australian journalist Mirray Hedgcock in London in 1985, | asked

him who he thought the prestigious paper might have had in mnd

as the first: Sands? Richards? The answer lay in the first
edition of the paper. It carried this imortal phrase after the
words ‘'top class boxing,' . 'the previous one being Albert
Namatjira. ' Hedgcock had quickly phoned the duty editor of The
Times - who haughtily onmitted the hower fromthe main editions

(found in libraries).

The contest was not televised. But, wote American Sports
I'l'lustrated, "all across Australia that night people clung to
80

radios as if the ringside announcer were Wnston Churchill'.

The continent did indeed go wild: 'wonen wept over Lionel Rose
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and nen shouted' . There was national elation but for all Aborig-
ines 'Lionel Rose was Hercules, Charles Lindbergh and the Messiah
all rolled into one'. From the Todd River in Alice to Redfern in
Sydney he represented a hope ‘that their own futures mght rise
beyond futility'.

Mel bourne gave him an unprecedented honeconming - from the
airport to Town Hall sonme 250,000 tumultuous people massed,

shouting 'Good on ya, Lionel! You beaut little Aussie!' Not even

the Beatles pulled such crowds. | think that there was a strong
sense of guilt about Aboriginal treatnment at work and at | arge
that day.

Rose retired in 1970. Conebacks in 1975 and 1976 were not a

success. Rat her, there was a downhill slide to a life '"littered
with indiscretions and transgressions'. I'n md-1987, at 39, he
suffered a serious heart attack. Rose won nore money than any

other Australian fighter. He al so spent, in his words, '$100, 000

in one year on wne, wonen, and song' . %

He gave Aborigines a
moment of glory, perhaps the greatest boost they have ever had.

Good enough to fight for world titles, Hect or Thonpson and

Tony Mundine were never quite going to make it. 82 Thonpson was
talented: a good puncher, resistant, persistent. Yet he was
bedevilled by bad luck and injuries. Mundi ne had his sensati onal

nonents and an extraordinary record but was not the class of
Ri chards or Rose.

Thompson was born in Kenpsey in 1949. He twice challenged
for a world title: losing in eight rounds to the awesone Roberto
Duran for the lightweight title in Panama City in 1973, and
having to retire with cut eyes against Antonio Cervantes for t he
junior welterweight crowm in the same Canal city in 1978. Hol der

of the Australian |ightweight chanpionship, the national and
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Commonweal th junior welterweight titles, he was often injured. He
also had the nisfortune to watch two nen die after he fought
them Roko Spanja in 1970 and Anerican Chuck WIlburn in 1976. He
retired in 1978, made the inevitable coneback and suffered the
i nevitabl e knockouts in 1980.

Mundi ne was born at Baryulgil, near Gafton, NSWin 1951 and
began life looking for a rugby |eague career. In 1970 he took the
national nmiddleweight crown, followed by the Australian heavy-
weight and the Commonwealth m ddl ewei ght titles in 1972, A
triumph was his outpointing of former chanpion Emile Giffith in
Paris. Then came the world mddl eweight title bout against Carlos
Monzon in 1974: Tony was out of his class, losing in the seventh.
He retired in 1975, came back, and took the Australian and
Commonweal th |i ght heavy champi onshi ps.

Sensational in sonme fights yet nediocre in others, he went
on until 1984. He earned world ratings in three divisions: he is
the only Australian to have won two Commonwealth titles; he held
eight titles all told; he scored 65 knockouts, more than any
other Australian ever. Mndine, at least, has saved sonething
fromit all: he has sone property and he is now active in Aborig-
inal sport and community affairs.

There are many others, not shown in the tables above: Al by
Roberts in the 1930s, whose 'obscurity is undeserved' ; Henry
Col li ns, Banjo O arke, Buster \Weir, Bobby Buttons, M chael
Kar poney, Graham Dicker.

The amateurs were outstanding. Table 4 shows that thirteen
men have won 26 national titles. Joe Donovan won no |ess than six
chanpi onshi ps; Jeff Dynevor won four, and the bantam gold for

Australia at the 1962 Commpnwealth Ganes. It is interesting that
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neither turned pro: both said they loved the sport of amateur
boxi ng. Donovan, like Trevor Christian (former junior mddle-
wei ght chanpion), went into refereeing and coaching.

Boxi ng has doubtless been a vehicle of discrimnation and
expl oi tation. But the ring as such has been one of the few
sources of collective pride, and the one venue in which to
vanqui sh the oppressor. Inalife in which all things black are

declared inferior to all things wite, winning in the ring is a

matter of great nonent. Many nust have felt as Henry Collins

did: '1 felt good when | knocked white blokes out... | knew | was

boss in the boxing ring. | showed my superiority... but they
83

showed it outside...'

TABLE 4
ABORI Gl NES HOLDI NG AUSTRALI AN AMATEUR TI TLES

NAME VEEI GHT AND NUMBER OF TI TLES

Eddi e BARNEY f I ywei ght (1) (Eddie Glbert's son]

Adrian BLAIR feat herweight (1), lightweight (2)

Graene BROOKE f eat herwei ght (1)

Robert CARNEY flyweight (1)

Gary CONBURN f eat herwei ght (1)

Joe DONOVAN light-flyweight (1), flyweight (2)
bant amnei ght (3)

Jef f DYNEVOR flyweight (1), bantamweight (3)

Adrian JONES I'i ghtweight (1)

Pat LEG.I SE wel terwei ght (1)

Li onel ROSE flyweight (1)

Doug SAM l'ight-mddl eweight (1), mddleweight (1)

Bobby W LLI AMS f eat herwei ght (1)

Gary WLLI AMS bant amwei ght (1), featherweight (2)
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c. LIONEL ROSE v ROCKY GATTELLARI
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a. RUSSELL SANDS b. RUSSELL SANDS JR

c. DAVE SANDS
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b. TONY MUNDINE

a. HECTOR THOMPSON

i

o e

c. JACK HASSEN (léft) v FREDDIE DAWSON
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a. JUNIOR THOMPSON b. JOE DONOVAN

c. PAT LEGLISE
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6. A DIFFERENT TRADITION

DARBY McCARTHY

‘A marvellous pair of hands . . . a genius rider’
— Bert Lillye
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Hor ser aci ng, basket bal I, cycling, darts, vol | eybal I,
wrestling, and tennis: seven sports with no Aboriginal tradition,
no participation wuntil 25 years ago, no heroes to enulate, no
mut ual support or canaraderie. In racing, certainly, there was
prejudi ce to overcone.

In the early days Aborigines were allowed to ride - and many
still are anmong the bush fraternity at Birdsville and Brunette.
But organised racing was different: there were 'undoubted
barriers which kept coloured riders out of senior Australian

racing in post-war years'. 84

The outstanding 'aberration' was
Richard Lawence (Darby) MCart hy, born in 1952, the son of a
Cunanul la (Q stocknan.

A newspaper reader once conplained of a reporter's reference
to his Aboriginality. The then 17 year-old Darby replied: 85

I think the man is sincere and trying to be

fair, but he misses the whol e point. I'f any
newspaperman wants to do me a favour he can
call ne an Aborigine as often as he mentions

my name - because that is what | am and if
I"'m going to be a success it is inportant
that | be known as an Aboriginal success.

The highlights of his 22-year career were wnning the
Newcastle Gold Cup (1962). three Stradbroke Handicaps (1963,
1964, 1966, the Brisbane Cup (1966), the Doonben One Hundred
Thousand (1968) and, a remarkable feat, the AJC Derby and AJC

Epsom i n successive races at Randwick in 1969.

The critics are full of praise for him 86 Tom Brassel says:
"he is one of the finest jockeys | have ever seen - he was
consi stently good: a quiet man, he was a thorough gentleman'. "'A
very gifted rider', is the opinion of trainer Pat Mirray. Bert
Lillye describes MCarthy as 'a genius rider'; 'no jockey was
riding better in 1968 and 1969'. He had a 'natural talent': 'he
never worked at his riding as did GCeorge More - the great
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chanpi on who once described Darby as "a freak"'.

The lowights of his career were several disqualifications,
suspensi ons, injuries, bouts of ill-health, and sonething of a
drink problem In late 1978 he nade a coneback in New Cal edoni a.
Darby rode extensively in Ireland, France, and Germany. |n recent
years he has been coaching young riders. I'n 1987 he stood as the
Australian Denpcrat candidate for the seat of Miranoa in the
general election.

McCarthy deserves study - along the |lines of Wggins's
portrait of I|saac Murphy, possibly Arerica's best jockey in the

87 The author laments that his narrative

| ate nineteenth century.
lacks material on the fanpus black jockey's nmotives, desires,
fears, on what sport and racing neant to him And whereas
Wggins had to rely on newspaper and secondary sources, soneone
could interview McCarthy and explore with himwhat it was to be a
black jockey in a racist society and in a prejudiced racing
fraternity.

On the contenporary scene two young Aborigines are riding:

Lyall Appo in Queensland and G en Pickw ck in Sydney. Conpet ent,

neither is considered in McCarthy's class.

In terns of registered players, basketball is our eighth
| argest sport. Despite its accessible, i nexpensi ve, and 'class-
| ess’ appr oach, only two Aborigines of national note have

emerged: M chael Ahmatt and Danny Morseau.

One explanation for lack of Aboriginal participation is that
basket bal | as a sport is seriously under-manned in the Northern
Terriory. the hone of Mchael Ahmatt and Joe Clarke (who played
for South Australia). But this problemis unlikely to be true of

the states: for ne, Abori gi nal ‘under - participation' still
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remains something of a surprise.
Ahmatt was the outstanding player in the 1964 Aynpic team

His slick and tricky ball handling and passing - adnmired by all
who saw him - was a key factor in our ninth placing in the event.

He represented Australia again in Mexico in 1968, but this tine
Australia failed to make the finals section. Chris Wite, now
nati onal coaching director, revered Ahmatt. H's youthful view of
the man remmins: 'a fantastic basketballer, a real whizz kid, a
great ball-handler, a man who excited the crowds and was idolized

88 Ahmatt was an enthusiastic nenber of the

by the kids'.
Abori gi nal Sports Foundation, created in 1969 to encourage and
finance Abori ginal sport. Born in Darwin in 1943, he played a
record 588 games for South Adelaide. He represented South
Australia for ten years, retiring in 1979. A brewery technician,
he died in 1983, at 40, of a heart attack. (Hi s daughter, Kirsty,
has played under-16 basketball for South Australia, and is
consi dered a mmj or prospect.)

Danny Morseau, a nore robust and solid type of player than
‘flashy' M chael Ahmatt, represented Australia at |east 27 tines.
A Thursday |Islander, Danny played for St Kilda in the tough
Mel bourne conpetition, and later in ten Wrld Cup ganmes in the
Phi | i ppi nes, seven ganmes in the 1980 Moscow O ynpics, and eight
in the LA Games in 1984.

Cycling is one of the 'unlikely' Aboriginal sports. And to
date only one rider of note has energed: Brian Mansell of
Tasnani a. A top-class road and track rider in the |ate 1960s, he
was state chanpion, chanpion of chanpions, and w nner of two
silver and two bronze nmedals in both sprint and road events in
each of the 1967, 1968, and 1969 national chanpi onships.

Darts has some 52,000 registered, serious players. Ease of
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access no doubt explains in part the hi gh Abori gi nal
participation in the sport. But Horrie Seden and |vy Hanpton are
the other half of the explanation: it is their outstanding
success that has stinmulated others to play.

Seden, a Darw n-based Thursday |Islander, pl ayed for
Australia in Wirld Cup V in Brisbane in 1985 and in Wrld Cup VI
in Denmark in 1987. He has also represented Australia in the
Wnmau World Masters. He has been winner of, and runner up in,
the Australian Singles and in the Australian Grand Masters. 'A
gentl eman's gentleman, a fantastic little fellow, is the opinion
of Peter MMenamn, president of the Australian Darts Federation.

Ivy Hanpton is discussed in Chapter 10. Barry Rowan, a |ad
from the Territory, was runner up in the Wrld Youth Cup in 1986.

I't would seemthat Aborigines, especially in the north, are nore

"over-represented in this than in any other sport.
Vol leyball is a relatively new international sport, included
in the Qynmpics only since 1964. Qur first national nen's

chanpi onshi p dates from 1962. Wth 30,000 registered conpetition
players, the game is growing quite dramatically.

Cyclone Tracy brought the remarkable Tutton famly from the
Territory to Adel ai de. Steve played in Australia' s national team
from 1980 to 1985, and captained the side from 1983 to 1985.
Brother Reg was an Australian junior in 1982, and a national side
senior in 1983. Brother Mark was a junior in 1980-82, and in the
national teamfrom 1983 to 1985. In short, the trio played in
the same Australian teamin the Asian Chanpionships in 1983.
Gven that there are six players in a side, this was quite an
achi evenent ! Tony Naar, the national coaching director, calls

Steve 'an excellent athlete': "he is the ultimate nice person -
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a good representative for his sport and a great role nodel'.

Westling, once the nmjor event in ancient Games, is nhow
(undeservedl y) a Cinderella sport. John Kinsella's achievenent
is outstanding. Nati onal flyweight chanpion three tines (1968,
1972, and 1975). he westled for Australia in the Mexico and in
the Minich Ganes. Westling is lucky if it gets three places -
out of ten weight divisions - in the national contingent. To
make the three is a badge of great distinction. He was fifth
selection for Mntreal in 1976 - and so didn't get there. In
1974 he participated in the world chanpi onships in Turkey. The
year 1968 was his big one: the national title, the Mexico
O ynpics, and a personal presentation by the Duke of Edinburgh of
his Gold Award in the Boy Scouts. John served in Vietnam had
two years all told in the arny, and is now owner-driver of a
courier service vehicle in Sydney.

Evonne Gool agong is the dream story. What nmakes her the npst
successful, nost revered, nost acclainmed Aboriginal sporting
figure? Several factors, in conbination perhaps: daughter of a

sheep-shearer: first tennis dresses made by nother out of sheets;

no discrimnation in dusty Barellan, NSW only two racist
episodes in her life; the early Vic Edwards coaching and
"adoption'; the very handsone person and personality; t he

somewhat tenporary 'age of atonement' feeling at the time and,

par adoxi cal |y, her abstinence from Aboriginal affairs and
politics; the good marriage to wealth and conservation of her
substantial Wi nnings; the quite nmagical tal ent; the fanous

victories: the quiet determination to win everything, to overcone
that vexed 'wal kabout' in concentration |label, a term she gave to
the press; the joy she gave to the tennis world.

Sone consider her record 'light' for her talent. But, as
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Table 5 on p 65 shows, she did it all, with the exception of the
American singles. Wrld chanmpion at nineteen - on grass at
W nbl edon, on clay in Paris - she was at the top again nine years
later, injuries, notherhood, Chris Evert Lloyd, and some critics

not wi t hst andi ng.

Evonne was accorded national and world-w de acclaim "$1.5
mllion in prize noney, and a place in the heart of every
Australian sports lover' is our press verdict. 89 Rex Bell any of

The Tines: ‘'‘wonderfully gifted... with a swift grace of bal anced

nmovement, an instinctive tactical brain, a flexible repertoire of

strokes, and an equabl e tenperanent'; 90 nspired, imaginative',
her tennis ‘'was so beautiful that at times it chilled the
bl ood' . 91 In their book on Wnbl edon wonen, Little and Tingay
entitle their Evonne chapter 'The Joy Maker': 'she radiated fun,
rem nded one of the real values of lawn tennis'; a 'genius', 'she
al nost gave the inpression that she was too nice to win'. 92

So popular yet so unspoilt, wrote Max Robertson, of this
"happy grace, as instinctive and natural as a gazelle'. 93
Generous praise from Virginia Wade: 'Evonne played with a kind of
giddy pleasure... she had no drive for nobney or power or stardom
She played because she loved it.' 'She's still in people's
mnds', ‘'nenorable', someone you always wanted to win: 'there was
not a single false thing about her . . . people just loved her'. 94

The Anericans were somewhat tougher. They probed for
comrents on her visits to South Africa, on that country's visa

ref usal to Arthur Ashe, on Charles Perkins's sw pe at her that
she should be using her prestige on behalf of Aborigines. There
were two reasons, she told the New York Tines, for not talking

out: busyness with tennis and the fact that she had endured only
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isolated racist incidents. ** A Sydney woman she had beaten called
her 'nigger'. and an Australian Prem er had said he hoped that in
the 1980 W nbl edon final she 'wouldn't go wal kabout |ike sone old
boong' . However, she prompted a book on Aboriginal oral hi story
"because |'mjust sort of proud that | am Aboriginal, and this is
the first book |'ve seen that has Aborigines speaking out for
thensel ves...". The last word is hers: '"all tennis players |ose
concentration, but since |I'm an Aborigine it's brought up

constantly - except when |'m w nning'!
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TABLE 5
MAJOR TITLES OF EVONNE GOOLAGONG CAW.EY
STATE S| NGLES:

NSW o 1971-72, 1974, 1975, 1977
VI CTORI A o 1971, 1974, 1975, 1976, 1978
QUEENSLAND . 1970, 1971, 1972, 1974
SOUTH AUSTRALIA : 1971-72, 1972-73

VEST AUSTRALI A o 1972, 1974

AUSTRALI AN HARDCOURT CHAMPI ONSHI PS:
Si ngl es wi nner . 1970, 1971, 1972

AUSTRALI AN CHAMPI ONSHI PS:

Si ngl es runner-up: 1971, 1972, 1973

Singles w nner:

1974: bt Chris Evert 7/6, 4/6, 6/0

1975: bt Martina Navratilova 6/3, 6/2

1976: bt R Tomanova 6/2, 6/2

1978: bt Helen Cawley 6/3, 6/0

Wonen' s Doubl es:

1974, 1975: won with P M chel; 1976: won with H Gourl ay

W MBLEDON CHAMPI ONSHI PS:

Singles runner up:

1972, 1975: to Billie Jean King; 1976: to Chris Evert
Singl es winner:

1971: bt Margaret Court 6/4, 6/

1980: bt Chris Lloyd 6/1, 7/6

Wren' s Doubl es:

1971. runner up; 1974: won with M M chel

FRENCH CHAMPI ONSHI PS:
Singles runner up: 1972 to Billie Jean King
Singles wnner: 1971 bt Helen Gourlay 6/3, 7/5

U. S. CHAMPI ONSHI PS:

Singl es runner up:

1973: to Margaret Court; 1974: to Billie Jean King
1975 . to Chris Evert; 1976: to Chris Evert

AUSTRALI AN FEDERATI ON CUP MEMBER:
In 24 ties, Evonne won 33 of 38 rubbers played.

OTHER MAJOR TI TLES:
I'talian Chanpi onshi ps: 1973: singles wi nner
South African Chanpionships: 1977: singles w nner
1971, 1972: doubl es wi nner
Virginia Slins: 1973, 1974, 1976: singles winner
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MICHAEL AHMATT

d. JOHN KINSELLA



7. THAT OLD BLACK MAGIC

JIM KRAKOUER

‘You learn to live with the insults and the racial stuff - if you know what you
want, it can’t hurt you’
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Aussie Rules fans, says Keith Dunstan, are as sure of

thenmsel ves as nuns in a convent. |ndeed, and many followers still

acclaim with reverence, 'that old black magic' of the Aboriginal
stars, the '"men of explosive pace, great ball control, gr eat
cour age, determnation to do well'. The achievenents are
i npressi ve:

TABLE 6

ABORI G NAL PLAYERS |N THE VI CTORIAN FOOTBALL LEAGUE?6

Cl ub C, BF,
Pl ayer Cl ub Years Ganmes Coal s CO, GF**

Les BAMBLETT Footscray 83 on 45 71

Phil EGAN* Ri chnond 82 on 99 69
C 1965- 67
Pol Iy FARMER Geel ong 62-67 101 65 BF 1963, 1964
CO 1973-75, GF 1963
Syd JACKSON Carlton 69-76 136 164 GF 1969, 1970, 1972
Eddi e JACKSON Mel bourne  47-52 82 8 G- 48
Bert JOHNSON N Mel b. 65- 68 31 5
Ji m KRAKOUER* N Mel b. 82 on 104 185 BF 1986
Phi | KRAKOUER* N Melb. 82 on 113 187
Chris LEWS W C Eagl es 87 on 19 29
Wally LOVETT Ri chrmond 82- 86 28 17
Nor m McDONALD Essendon 47-53 128 3 GF 1949
GF 1950
Phi | NARKLE* St Kilda 84 on 57 45
Doug NI CHOLLS Fitzroy 32-37 54 2
Bri an PEAKE Geel ong 81-84 66 49 C 1982
Der ek PEARDON Ri chrmond 68-71 20 0
El kin REILLY S Mel b. 62- 66 51 2
Maurice RIOLI* Ri chnond 82 on 118 80 BF 1982, 1983

& N Smith's BF 1982
Ni cky W NVAR* St Kilda 87 on 20 37

To end of 1987 season.

* %

CODE: C=captain; CO=coach; BF=club's best and fairest;
GF=grand final appearance.
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What the Table doesn't show is that nost of the VFL nen are
not Victorians. The West has been the great reservoir: Pol 'y
Far mer, Syd Jackson, the Krakouer brothers, Phil Narkle, Nicky
W nnar, and Brian Peake are ' Sandgropers'. In 1986 and 1987
Peake and Stephen Mchael (playing in Perth) were rated as the
two best footballers in Australia.

The honours list is outstanding. Bet ween them they have won
seven Sandover Medals (for the best and fairest in the season's
League nmatches): Farmer (1956, 1960), Ted ('Square') Kilnmurray
(1958), Brian Peake (1977), St ephen M chael (1980, 1981), Phil
Narkle (1982). It should have been eight. In 1987 darenont's
Derek Kickett won the Medal by a record voting nargin, only to

lose it on the ground that he had been suspended for a match for

sl appi ng an opponent. It was the first tine a Medal has been
"lost" in this way since inception in 1921. They have won ten
Simpson Medals (for the best player in a grand final or inter-
state nmatch) : Farnmer (1956, 1958, 1959, 1969), the |egendary

Bill Denpsey (1969), Maurice Rioli (1980, 1981, 1983), St ephen
M chael (1983), and Ji m Krakouer (1981). Possi bly the highest
accol ade of all is the Tassie Medal - for the best player in any
Australian National Football League Chanpionship. Farmer (1956),
Peake  (1979), and M chael (1983) have been such illustrious
W nners. Irwin Lewis played for Clarenont in the WAFL from 1958

to the end of the 1964-65 season and was in the 1964 preniership

si de. Son Chris Lewis began a career with the newborn West
Coast Eagles in the expanded VFL conpetition in 1987. This
strong tradition will certainly continue: today, in fact, sone

ten per cent of players in the WAFL are Aboriginal!
South Australia has had some very distinguished black nen:

Roger Rigney, with 212 games for Sturt, including the teams five
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consecutive prenmierships from 1966 to 1970; Sony Morey, with 215
games for Central Districts and runner-up in 1972 for the Magery
Medal (for the fairest and nost brilliant player in the League);
M chael G aham runner-up for the Magery in 1973, with 282 ganes
for Sturt and eleven for South Australia. There are at |east ten

players in the current League - and nore in district football.

The Northern Territory is an interesting nursery. As
di scussed | ater, the facilities to nurture players were either
non- exi stent or pathetic. Yet three great players emerged, and
went south and west. Bill Denpsey was a Retta Dixon 'boy' - a
Darwin institution for orphaned, abandoned, or illicit "hal f -
caste' children. Starting out with St Mary's teamin Darwin, he

came to West Perth and there played an incredible 343 League
games. The late David Kantilla, a Tiwi nman from Bat hurst Island,
went  south: he played 113 games for South Adel ai de, won their
best and fairest in 1961 and 1962, and represented South
Australia in 1964. Maurice Rioli, the Richnond star, is also a
Top Ender - coming to VFL via South Frenantle and West Perth.

Early on Doug Nicholls discovered a principle: the only way
to crack the white world was to do sonething better than the
white man.®" Trying out for Carlton, he experienced their
rejection: because of his colour, they said, he snelled. For five
years he played Association Rules football for Northcote, in that
time twice wnning their best and fairest and playing in the
first ever Association versus League natch.

"Brilliant', ‘polished, 'spectacular', ‘'scrupulously fair'
were typical newspaper conmments. Astoni shingly, he left football
for a stint in Sharman's tents, running in Gfts between bouts.

He signed a three-year contract w th Sharnan, at a far higher
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wage than football paid. After seven nonths Tom Col es, Fitzroy's
secretary, sought Nicholls's release. Sharman insisted that he be
offered sonmething nore secure: Col es obliged, giving him a
ground curator's job in addition to playing fees. In 1932 he
began a great career on the wing with Fitzroy, playing alongside
the | egendary Haydn Bunton and Chi cken Snmallhorn. These nen, and
ot hers, so respected Doug that they took part in the 'football
church parades' he organi zed. Never reported, he was |ong
remenber ed.

In the md-1960s the Victorian government's Aborigines
Wl fare Board - of which | was a nenber as the representative of
the Aborigines Advancenent League - was hell-bent on closing
beauti f ul Lake Tyers (Aboriginal) settlenent and selling the
prize acreage to the tourist industry. During the 'Save Lake
Tyers  Canpai gn' Doug endured sone very nasty comments in the
Victorian parliament - but even the likes of the Premer, Sir
Henry Bolte, and the late Sir Arthur Rylah, Chief Secretary, felt
obliged to listen to the Aboriginal view as presented by Pastor
Doug. His sporting fame undoubtedly gave credence to hi s
political stance. Witten before the knighthood and t he
Gover nor shi p, Ted Egan conposed and sang a fine tribute to this
remar kabl e man (see Appendi x 2).

The 'Steel Cat', Polly Farner, ranks as one of the greatest
players of all tine. Peter MKenna, John Nicholls, and many other
great players include himin their "Al Star' teans. Dozens of
books refer to him as 'one of the imortals' - a brilliant
ruckman and kicker, the man who revol utionized nodern footy with
his accurate long- and short-distance hand passing.

He was the key man in Geelong's defeat of Hawthorn in the

1963 grand final: 'Farner Inspires in Geat Wn' was the common
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headl i ne. Born in Perth in 1935, he was one of the best of the
truly big nmen. Farmer played an incredible 392 senior ganes: 176
with East Perth, 79 with West Perth, 101 with GCeel ong, and 36
state ganes (31 for W). He began life in what was to becone
Perth's "assimlation factory', Sister Kate's O phanage. (Any
Aborigine with any 'white blood was deened sal vageable for life
in mainstream society and shipped to the good Sister's place.)
Awarded an MBE in 1971, he finished his career wthout ever
receiving a suspension.

Unlike Nicholls, Syd Jackson was often reported. Eni gmati c,
vol atil e, he could turn a gane in just one quarter of explosive
football. Wnner of two Hayward Medals for South Bunbury, in 1961
and 1962, he noved to East Perth, and then on to Carlton for
ei ght seasons. He starred in the Blues' grand final loss to
Ri chmond in 1969 and was in the winning Carlton teamin 1970 and
1972. His clashes with coach Ron Barrassi were legion. In the
1970 second semi-final against Collingwod he was reported for
striking Lee Adanmson. He pleaded guilty but clained the
provocation of racist insults. He was outstanding in the next two
games, including the grand final. H's coments on these ganmes are
given in the last chapter.

The Krakouer brothers have achieved some fine things for
North Mel bourne since 1982. From M Barker in the south-west of
WA, it took sonme time for themto ignore racial taunts and keep
their tenpers: in fact, by 1981 they were winner and runner up in
premer Clarenont's best and fairest awards. Maurice Rioli, a
Melville Islander, went to South Fremantle at seventeen. One of
the best players to come fromthe West, his career has been

marred somewhat by contract problems between the Swans and
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Richnond. In 1985 he captained the powerful "Al'l -Australian
Abori gi nes’ against Premer Cain's "All Stars' at the MG a
mat ch now part of National Aborigines Wek.

All is not sweetness and light in Aussie Rules. In 1985 an
Abori gi nal Rul es player in the West struck two unpires during a
mat ch. One of his relatives then contributed by abusing a
boundary unpire. Quite accordingly, Rodney Cox was suspended for
life by the WA Football Association, and nephew Ronnie for a
season. But then their Eastern Districts C ub revoked the playing
permits of nine Aboriginal famly nenbers. Odd? The Cox's
thoughtso - and took their case to the Hunan Ri ghts Conmi ssi on.

In 1986 Aborigines in Victoria went to the Equal Qpportun-

ity Board seeking adm ssion of their teaminto the Kyabram and

and District League (KDL) . Ten teans in the League was enough,
cl ai ned KDL: raci sm clained the people from Runbal ar a
settl enent. In 1987 the Fitzroy All-Stars in Ml bourne, Wi nners

of several minor |eague prenierships, claimed they couldn't get
into a nore senior |eague.

A enn James becane the first black 'Man in Wite' . He
achieved a notable double, unpiring the 1982 and 1984 grand
finals. He al so handl ed three night grand finals and two inter-
state games. Now an ‘'adviser' to VFL cadet squad unpires, he
reached a sporting pinnacle. But he was often subjected to gross
racist wvilification from fans. In 1978 | awyer Greg Lyons posed
the serious question as to whether the abuse of James -
specifically, spectator yells that he was 'a useless fucking

boong' - ampbunted to a crimnal offence. 98

He pointed to the
particularly racist aspects of the abuse and the obscenities: 'he
is [considered] a boong and a Sanbo |ong before he is an unpire':

"One has the feeling that James will have to excel as an unpire -
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that he will have to be better than npbst white unpires - before
he can hope to win acceptance as a football unpire who just
happens to be an Aborigine.' Excel he did. "Killing the unpire'
may Wwell be part of this sporting tradition: but 'killing the
bl ack unpire' showed Janmes as the victimof that extraordinary
raci st-sportsloving anbival ence so prevalent in Australia.

'There used to be racism in sport, but not any nmore' is a

common- enough platitude, especially anmong good-thinking |iberal
democrats. In 1982 Mchael Gawenda of the Age reported that
every time Jim Krakouer went near the boundary line he could

clearly hear the <chorus of voices singing out: you bl ack

bastard' . The taunts cane not only from fans - players were as

99 Five years later the Age’'s Martin Flanagan described

guilty.
how the MCG crowds 'bayed for the blood of Jim Krakouer, how
nice young nen in the Menbers' Stand went pink fromthe exertion
of yelling 'hit him whenever the black man cane near.'®® John
Moriarty's opinion of the game as 'a colonial bastion wth

colonial attitudes' seens warranted in sone respects.
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a. BILL DEMPSEY

c. DAVID KANTILLA

b. MAURICE RIOLI
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a. CHRIS LEWIS b. STEPHEN MICHAEL

c. TED (SQUARE) KILMURRAY d. BRIAN PEAKE

76



a. ROGER RIGNEY

b. BERT JOHNSON
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g

a. LES BAMBLETT b. GLENN JAMES

9 2
c. SONY MOREY d. PHIL KRAKOUER
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8. MEN OF FLAIR

CLIFF LYONS

‘... with his skills of deception and change of pace, the best five-eighth in
the game’.
— Thomas Keneally

79



Rugby | eague: a tougher, nore spectacular, nore intellect-
ually satisfying sport than rugby union - or so its fervid
supporters claim Not al ways working-class, it is certainly |less
cl ass-consci ous than other codes. League, perhaps, has been nore
generous to Aborigines: it has provi ded easier access, readi er
accept ance, better facilities, and nore encouragenent by way of
juni or coaching canps.

Pre-World War Il there was prejudice. Certainly the nunber
of Aboriginal players increased sharply after the 1950s: for
exanpl e, 45 of 49 players on the South Sydney books played from

1960 onwards. 101

Sever al reasons come to mnd: the greater
mobility from country to city, inproved health and 1living
conditions, a greater sense of self-assurance, and a new y-found
determ nation to assert Aboriginal identity.

No Iless than twelve Aborigines have represented Australia
(see Table 7 on page 81). There can be no doubt about the best of
them Born in Roma (Q in 1945, Arthur (Artie) Beetson cane to
Sydney football in 1966 - and in that first year played the first
of his 28 Australian ganes. Described then as ‘'the |aziest
forward in senior football','%® he played sixteen of the nineteen
mat ches on the 1973 English tour - hardly the picture of a man
said to last only half a game. The English called him the
greatest forward in the world. In retrospect, Max Krilich -
former captain of the 'best rugby teamin the world', the
Fifteenth Kangaroos of 1982 - considers him one of the best
footballers he has ever seen. '®® Now the successful coach of
Eastern Suburbs - he won the best coach award for 1987 - this
giant has been a profound influence on the gane, and on

Aborigines who play it and watch it.
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TABLE 7
ABORI G NAL RUGBY LEAGUE PLAYERS CAPPED FOR AUSTRALI A

Club Wor | d
Pl ayer Years Cl ubs Mat ches Tours Tests cups
George AMBRUM 1956-74 N Sydney 157 2
Bal mai n 74
Arthur BEETSON 1966-80 E Suburbs 133 1973 14
Parramatta 17
Larry COROM 1978-83 Bal nain 94 1978 2
Steve ELLA 1981-86' Parramatta 134 1981 3
1985
Newt own 73
John FERGUSON 1981- 86* E Suburbs 32 1985 3
Canberra 19
Mal  MENI NGA 1979-86* S Suburbs(Q 140 1982
Canberra 20 1985 18
1986
Li onel MORGAN 1959-68 Wnnum
Manly (Q 106 2
Ron SADDLER 1963-71 E Suburbs 118 1967
Colin SCOTT 1980- 86* Wnnum 131 1
Manly (Q
Dal e SHEARER 1986-87 Manly 60 1986 6
Eric SI MV 1965-75 S Sydney 206
Lionel WLLIAMSON 1969-74 Newt own 88 1971 5
1973
* Till end of 1986 season, and still pl ayi ng m d-1987.

Eric  Sinms, the South Sydney full back, played World Cup
but no Test nmatches. He retains an indelible place in football

history. In 1969 he scored 265 points in 24 premership ganes :
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131 goals, including nineteen field goals (then worth two points)
and a try. This record eventually fell to Mck Cronin in 1978
Li onel  Morgan, the Queensland winger. was the first Aborigine
capped for Australia: he played two Tests and a Wrld Cup match
in 1960. Larry Corowa was certainly one of the npst exciting
wi ngers in Sydney conpetition. In his first season he headed the
try-scoring list. (A fine athlete, he beat the 1978 Stawell G ft
W nner, Steve Proudlock, in a special nmatch race.) Li onel
Wl liamson and Mal Meninga have indeed been the nmen of flair, the
crowd- pl easers who give 100 per cent of their effort and talent.
Meni nga scored 155 points fromthirteen tour matches in 1982, and
50 fromthirteen matches in the 1986 trip abroad.

The talent is widespread. Stars included Eastern Suburbs's
Bruce 'Larpa' Stewart, Newtown's Bruce Qdive, Bal main's Percy
Kni ght and Kevin Yowyeh, Penrith's Terry Wckey, North Sydney's
Eric Pitt, South's Kevin Longbottom Eric Robinson, Eric
Fer guson.

As part of the 1987 National Aborigines Wek, an all-
Abori gi nal NSW ' honour' side was chosen - a kind of ‘origin of
the species' side based on the nodels used for state of origin
and place of origin teanms. Selection was by the Aboriginal
communi ty, in association with Paul Broughton of the NSW Rugbhy
League Board, w th endorsenent by that state body. The team was
proudly announced at the Sydney Cricket G ound prior to the 1987
senm -final: Dal e Shearer (Manly), David Liddiard (Penrith, and
Paramatta in 1988), Tony Currie (Canterbury), Ml Meni nga
(Canberra), John Ferguson (Canberra), Steve Ella (Paramatta,
captain), Scott Gale (Balmain), diff Lyons (Manly, wi nner of the
Clive Churchill Medal for the man of the wmatch in the 1987

premiership grand final), Jeff Hardy (Illawarra), Ron G bbs
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(Manly), Sam Backo (Canberra), Ml Cochrane (Manly, and winner of
the Rothman's Medal in 1986), Paul Roberts (South Sydney).
Reserves: Rick Walford (St George), and Craig Salvatore (Easts)
Coach, Arthur Beetson; nanager, Cecil Robinson; trainer, Bruce
‘Larpa’ Stewart.

There is much other talent in the conpetition: St George's
Bert Gordon and WIlfred WIlians: South's Lester Biles, Graham
Lyons, and Brad Wbb; Manly's Paul Shaw, West's |an Naden, Brett
Davi s, Brett Gale, Phil Duke, and Dennis Kinchella; Illawarra's
Mal colm Kelly: East's Mchael Lyons; and Cronulla's Phil Dotti.

In 1987 there were between 29 and 32 Aborigines in the
seni or Sydney premership conpetition. That figure is
remar kabl e: bet ween one and two per cent of the NSW popul ation,
they constitute close on nine per cent of the players in thirteen
premier and reserve grade sides in Sydney. It is sinply
astonishing that there were seven Aborigines on the grand final
field for the 1987 Sydney premi ership: five for victorious Manly
and two for Canberral There are between ten and fifteen
Aborigines in Brisbane's preniership conpetition. The Aboriginal
over-representation is nore pronounced in Queensland and NSW
Country |eagues, particularly so in North Queensland. There is a
large and talented Aboriginal presence, in 'general' teans and in
black teans: Worabinda (Q 1in the Callide Valley conpetition,
Cherbourg (Q in the South Burnett division; the WIlcannia Tigers
and W/ cannia Boonmerangs in NSW Goup 12; the fanous Moree
Boonerangs in Goup 4, Armdale's chanpion team Narwan, in
G oup 19.

Narwan is perhaps the nost interesting of the all-Aboriginal

| eague teans. In the md 1970s. a nunber of Aboriginal players
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sat on the benches for the Armdale teamin Goup 5, not getting
games and feeling unwanted: ‘we weren't getting a fair go' was
the expression. Three of them- Mtchell Morris, Colin Ahoy and
Lance Moran, and a Catholic priest, David Perrett - decided to
form an Aboriginal team in 1977, even if only to play in the

town's second division conpetition. After winning the Caltex

Shield and then country |eague's npbst prestigious event, t he
Cayton's Cup, Narwan joined the new G oup 19 after 1980 - and
proceeded to win five consecutive premni erships. The assertion of

their Aboriginality wasn't easy. This enlightened university town
showed nuch opposition to Narwan: playing for white teans, or

sitting on their reserve benches, was considered in their better

interests.

League offers Abori gi nal nen a means of group
identification. Wet her as Aborigines, or ' Rabbi t ohs', or
what ever, the sport provides what are called "bonds of
simlitude', of simlarity - in short, a place of sone security
for people who otherw se have few chances of mobility. It is not

surprising that in the 1960s Aboriginal parents saw the ring and
the Jleague arena as better avenues for their sons than the
cl assroom Eric Simms and conpany held out greater prom se than
the (then) two graduates, Charles Perkins and Margaret Val adi an.
But even with 800 Aborigines in tertiary studies in the late
198Cs, it seems that |eague, at any rate, is still a najor (even

if temporary) way out of futility.
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a. GEORGE AMBRUM

d. LIONEL WILLIAMSON
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c. ERIC SIMMS d. RON SADDLER
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c. MAL MENINGA

d. STEVE ELLA




a. RICK WALFORD

c. MAL COCHRANE d. JOHN FERGUSON
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9. SUPERNATURALABILITY

GLEN ELLA
‘It’s bloody unfair that one team should have all three of them’
— Norman Tasker, coach of a losing Gordon side
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Peter Bowers of the Sydney Mrning Herald has turned his
sharp pen to sport. At the French Open Tennis in June 1987, he
wrote: 'Wien Yannick Noah wins he is the No 1 French player. Wen

105 In the sane vein,

he loses he is the No 1 Caneroon player.'
they're Australians when they're winning but Aborigines at all
other times - an attitude that stirs Perkins, and others, to
anger. Rugby World illustrates the point: 'the sinple fact is
that the Ellas are Australian, truly revered in every sense of

the word'. 106

But it is conplex, not sinple. The talent was
revered, but the extra dinmension, the added admiration, was for
asserting their Aboriginality, for claimng it and contending
with it as they wought victory for Australian School boys,
Randwi ck, Sydney, New South Wales, and for Australia.

An unnoticed but inportant predecessor was Lloyd dive
McDernot t, born near Eidsvold (Q in 1939. A well-built athlete,
he was an even-time 100 yards sprint chanpion at his Geater
Public School college. Hs father battled to give him an educa-
tion, and scholarships took himto Church of England G anmar and
to Queensland University to study law. In 1962 he played on the
wing for Queensland and for the Wallabies in two Tests against
New Zeal and. That season was a little clouded by his being sent
off in the University versus Souths grand final. To finance a
house, he played |league for a year. Called to the NSW Bar in
1972, he is a barrister involved in conpany and Abori gi nal Legal
Aid natters.

The Ella story has passed into sporting and Australian
fol kl ore: the courage of parents May and Gordon, the twelve
children in the tunbl edown shack in Sydney's La Perouse, the fane
and adulation that rugby brought. Sir Nicholas Shehadie's heady

emotion says it all: 'This famly has proven to all that given
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the opportunity, Aboriginal people can aspire and achieve to the
hi ghest''®” The truth is, rather, that despite the lack of
opportunity, despite the prejudice and the obstacles, Abori gi nes
do aspire and do achieve even in this amateur gane, played in
private schools by a class of 'gentlenmen', an activity normally
outside the reach of La Perouse black boys.

For the Ellas, everyone reached for new superlatives:
"thrilling footballers', ‘creators of the npbst spectacular tries
in Australian rugby', 'an indefinable sonething that urges crowds
through the gate', 'a supernatural ability to anticipate each
ot her'. 'Bloody unfair that one team should have all three of
t hent, said Gordon's coach on their 41-3 loss to Randwick in
1980.'°®  Former national coach Bob Dwyer concluded that 'the

influence of the Ella brothers on Australian rugby has been

absol utely i mmeasurable'. Jack Pollard offers this sumary: 'The
sinple truth is, the Ellas have injected excitenent into
Australian rugby. given endless pleasure to thousands, and

attracted such a big following that they have becone victinms of

the old Australian anti-hero syndrone.' 109

Perhaps: but several
years after their retirenment they are, Ilike Evonne Caw ey,
enbedded in the nmind.

Gary. born in 1960, was an outside centre. An efficient
tackl er, he had superb footwork and 'smart hands'. Be toured with
the Wallabies three tines, but played only four Test matches.
Injury was responsible for this small numnber. Only after sone
devastating injuries, said brother Mark, did better sense nmake
him quit the game in 1984. He works for the Departnent of
Aboriginal Affairs in Bourke, NSW

Gden, Mark's twin brother, was born in 1959. At full back or
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inside centre, he was a sound kicker and a fine handler of the
bal | . Bob Dwyer calls him'a freak'. As with his brothers, he
starred in the ranpant Australian School boys tour of 1977-78.
Gen played in four Tests, still represented NSWin 1987, and
retired after his Randw ck team won the 1987 prem ership.

His retirement pronpted witers to recall 'the disgraceful
episode’ at Ballynmore in Brisbane in July 1982. Chosen, with
Mark, for the Test against Scotland, the Brisbane crowd booed and
abused their every nove: because they'd been chosen ahead of
Queensl anders Roger Could and Paul MLean. This verbal violence
made the Ellas feel they were playing Queensland, not Scotland.
Wiile this is tal ked about as a classic case of state chauvinism
there is no doubt the Ellas black presence figured in the crowd's
enot i ons. Mark wites of only one or two disappointments in the
Ella careers: one was this Ballynore 'debacle', when he and den

were 'greeted with the sane abuse that generally occurs in South

Africa . 110
Mar k, the man of marvellous hands and anti ci pation,
captained Australia in nine Tests, wi nning four, losing four,

drawi ng one. There has been much runour and specul ation as to why
he lost the captaincy. Spiro Zavos, reviewing the Terry Smth-
Mark Ella book Path to Victory, says that Smith 'does not go
deeply into why Alan Jones, alnost in his first act as coach,
took the Wallaby captaincy away from Mark Ella'. 111 Q her  rugby

scribes assure nme that it was not Jones who deposed hi m but t he

other two selectors. Ella, in the Path to Victory book, says very
little indeed, six short sentences in fact: "It still hurts that
I lost the Australian captaincy. | thought |'d done a good job
for Australia. Still, 1 can't be too hard on Al an Jones. A new
coach has different ideas . . . | just didn't fit in'. And  'the
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lead-up to that [dismi ssal] was very distasteful. It left nme
feeling bitter for a long tine.' 112 Smith continues: " Al t hough
this is now a closed chapter, perhaps Ella would have stayed in
the game longer if Bob Dwer hadn't lost the Australian coaching
job.' So who did drop Ella? There is a general view that his
nature - reserved and retiring - was not the quality required for
a captain. Zavos, however, says Ella was 'confident of his gifts,
a natural |eader'. Nevertheless, it is nmpst wunusual for an
appointed captain (in any sport) to have that office taken away
fromhim it is usually surrendered voluntarily, if at all. It
would seemthat his Aboriginality was in no way connected wth
this issue.

He played in 26 Tests - against New Zealand, France,
Scot | and, Engl and, USA, Argentina, ltaly, Fiji, Irel and, and

Wal es. The statistics do not convey his artistry: 'he nust', says

Pollard, 'rank as one of the nost naturally talented exponents of
Rugby Australia has ever seen'. Jim Webster's tribute to
"Markella" on his retirenent, at 26, is probably the nost

flattering given to any figure in our sporting history. ' A
pr odi gy, with God-given gifts seen only in Russell Fairfax and
Ken Catchpole, he had a brain noving at shutter speed 'quicker
than anyone else in the gane'. Finally, Wbster's view of Ella at
play: 'It was |ike watching Bradman. O Torvill and Dean. O Carl
Lewis. O listening to Sutherland... You just know there is
greatness about them' Ella did what few Aboriginal sportsnen
have been able to do: retire at the top. In so doing, he will

remain in the nenory while passing into history.
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10. BLACK WOMEN

EVONNE GOOLAGONG-CAWLEY

‘Her tennis was so beautiful that at times it chilled the blood’
— Rex Bellamy
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Sexism in sport is harder to wite about than racism in

sport. Raci st sexismis even harder. Worren in sport is not the
subject of this study, but one aspect of it is: bl ack wonen in
sport. The crucial question is whether their participation in
sport is hanmpered nore because they are black than because they
are wonen: or, put another way, do bl ack wonen have a tougher

time of it than white wonen?

There are several problens, layers of problems perhaps.

Firstly, there is Brian Stoddart's question: have sportswonen
conni ved, or acquiesced, in the restricted view of thenselves?
Did nen sinply say: ‘'our sport is neaningful and yours is, at

best, an adjunct? He believes that nale sporting dom nance was -

and for the nobst part still is - something both genders agree
with,
Secondl vy, the sisters in the women's novenent - whatever

their ideological differences - have one thing in comon: t hey
haven't considered sport a femnist issue. Thirdly, we don't have
anything like Title IX (of the 1972 Educati onal Amendnments) which
insists on equal access, resources, pay, facilities, and so on
for Anerican wonen athletes. As of 1986 we have only a Task Force
on Wormen in Sport, with a long, steep haul ahead of it.

Fourthly, the femnist interest in sport has taken two
unfruitful paths: the strategy of seeking better opportunities
rather than chall enging the causes of wonmen's continued status in
sport; and focusing on the 'biologic' approach, the search for
equal physiologies and anatomies and a narrowing of the perform
ance gaps.

Wonen, says Susan Birrell, have three choices: conservatism

liberalism and radicalism 115 Conservatismis what we have: a
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view that sport is still the 'natural' domain of men and wonen

shoul dn' t "mascul i ni ze' thensel ves. Li beral feminism wants
evol uti on, gradualism a seeking of equal access, equal rights,
equal rewar ds. In short, they want what the philosopher John
Raw s calls the '"liberty principle' : that no one person or group

- whether mpjority or mnority, black or white, male or female -

is inherently entitled to nore liberty (opportunity) than anyone

else.™ Title IX is a good liberal solution. Radicalism
however, chall enges the whole system men and wonen are
di fferent, and therefore the uniqueness of wonmen should be
cel ebrat ed.

This brings us to the crucial question in this context: does
the future of wonen (and of Aborigines) in sport lie in integra-
tion or separation? Where are their best interests served? The
liberals favour integration; the conservatives and radicals want
segregat ed/ separated sport, albeit for very different reasons.

| don't know the answers. The 1954 Brown v Board of
Education case in America declared that 'separate but equal’
could never nmean equal for blacks. That decision is a mghty
yardstick for the liberals. But, argues Susan Birrell so very
power ful |y, "human dignity is a matter of social perm ssi on' -

and so within integrated sport 'wonmen are who nen allow us to

be' .

In that very sentence and sentinent lies the essence of the
Abori gi nal sporting experience: bl ack sportspeople are indeed
only who whites - both nale and female - allow themto be. What ,

t hen, of the black sportswonmen? They are, simply, what white
chauvi ni st nmen, what white racist men, and what white racist
wonen perceive them as being.

Angel a Davis, Bell Hooks, Cherrie Mraga and many others -
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including Aboriginal Dr Roberta Sykes - have blasted the wonen's
movenent for failing to see that black wonan's problemin life is

that she is black first, wonman second. What needs to be said very

sharply here is that what black Australian wonman has endured, no
white woman - native or mgrant - has ever endured, or cone close
to enduring. The gradations of discrimnation, the scales and
di mensions of injustice, are enornous: and it is just not

possible to 'equalize' the problens that confront black and white
wonen, on and off the sportsfield. In sporting terns, if white
wonen are having difficulty getting to first or second base in
sport, then by conparison their black sisters are not comng
wi thin cooee of the ball park.

A long preanble, perhaps, but needed if we are to understand
why Aboriginal wonmen have not been as prominent as their nen in
sport. The Gool agong story - for the reasons suggested earlier -
is a grand exception. The great majority of her sisters didn't
grow up in kindly Barellan.

Faith (Couthard) Thomas was an outstanding cricketer,
representing South Australia and Australia against England and
New Zeal and. When nursing in Alice Springs, she played hockey for
the Territory. Later she becane a key menmber of the Abori ginal
Sports Foundati on.

Rowena Randall has played softball for West Australia and
been a menber of the national squad: Joanne Lesiputty played for
Australia in the South Pacific Games (in Mel bourne in 1986) and
in that vyear was voted Australia's nost valuable player during
the Wrld Youth Series in Anerica. Since 1987 she has
represented Australia in the senior national side. The Northern

Territory's anmzing Rose Damaso has also played representative
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sof tbal I .

Louisa Collins, Phynea Carke, and Rose Damaso have played
brilliant hockey for the Territory. Rose has also represented
the NT in netball and basketbal | - which adds up to the
astoni shing record of one athlete representing her state 36 tines
across four different sports!

In netball several players of note have played state
mat ches: Andrea Mason for South Australia, Beverl ey (Bobbie)
Dillon and Erica Bartlett for Tasmania, and Marcia Ella for NSW
Marcia, sister of the rugby brothers, has achieved her own fane:
she played netball for Australia in 1986 on a tour to England;
then followed the tri-Test series with New 'Zealand and Jamica,
hel d here in 1986: capped by her place in the national side which
played in the Wrld Tournanment in d asgow in 1987.

Laura Agius (SA), Leonie Dickson, and Bobbie Dillon
(Tasmani a) have played state basketball. Gther quality players
are Andrea Collins and Priscilla Wst (Q, Rose Danmso, and
Louisa Collins in the Territory.

Dalma Smith has been one of Australia's best volleyball
pl ayers si nce the m d-1980s. In the Wor | d Under 21
chanpionships in Italy in 1984-85, she was voted Australia' s best
pl ayer. Later that year Dalma was selected for the senior
national side, and then played in the Wrld Chanpionships
qual i fying tournanent in Mel bourne.

Ivy Hanpton of Alice Springs first represented her country
when she won the first Pacific Cup darts singles in Newcastle
(NSW in 1980. In England she represented Australia several
tinmes when conpeting in the Wnmau Wrld Ladies Mast er s
t our nament s. In the first national Aboriginal darts chanpionship

in 1987, so strong was the conpetition that Ivy was only first
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reserve for the Territory. In that year, her sister, Ei | een
Wlson was selected for Australia to play in the first major US
conpetition for 'soft darts' - a new form of the gane.

In 1986 Treahna Hamnm of Victoria was awarded junior
sportswoman of the year at the first National Aboriginal Sports
Awar ds. Wnner of 49 firsts in her first ten years of judo
conpetitions, Treahna was Australian junior chanpion in 1978,
1980, and 1981.

West Australia's May Chal ker has achieved perhaps the nost

difficult of feats: in 1982 she won the state wonen's golf
championship and in that year she captained the state side. I'n
1984 she was appointed non-playing captain. Born in Wagin, one

of ten children, she took up golf at 23 'because there was no
other sport for wonen in the Walki district' - a wheatbelt area.
May represented WA six tinmes. In 1980 daughter Marion played in
the state junior side. In 1979 May won the WA nixed fourball
chanpi onshi p with son Mark, now Australia's first bl ack
prof essi onal .

Much of the 'sport' for Aboriginal wonen in renpte Australia
has been a joke: it either didn't exist, till recently, or it was
a caricature of nineteenth century nodestly-dressed, modest | y-
per f or ned cal i sthenics. Many sporting activities go
unr ecogni zed, unf unded, and unpublicized. of all such
G nderel |l as, bl ack wonmen's sport has the strongest case for

encour agenent, change, and a fair go.
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a. ANDREA MASON b. ANDREA COLLINS

d. DALMA SMITH
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MAY CHALKER

b.

FAITH (COUTHARD) THOMAS

a.

d. MARCIA ELLA

c. IVY HAMPTON
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11. THE BLACK OLYMPICS

YUENDUMU

Australian Rules football, a game that parallels the corroboree -‘the
elements of flight and grace, the emphasis on ritual’
— Martin Flanagan
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In August 1984 Channel 9 in Sydney conm ssioned and
presented a short and synpathetic feature on the Yuendumu Ganes
under the affectionate title 'The Black O ynpics'. This was an
important tribute to a unique event in Aboriginal life.

Since 1962 this annual sports and cultural festival has been

held on the renote settlenent sone 300 km north-west of Alice

Spri ngs. Crowds of between 3,000 and 5,000 travel enornous
distances - even from South and West Australia - to join the
VAl piri peopl e for the four-day cel ebration. The major sports
are Aussie Rules, softball, basketball, and athletics. Events
usual ly include spear- and boonerang-throw ng. The cul tural
centrepiece is a corroboree, followed by bush band, rock 'n'

roll, country, west ern, and gospel concerts. The carnival

at nosphere doesn't take the edge off the seriousness of the
sporting competition.

Organi zed and run by Aborigines for Aborigines, Yuendunu is
sever al triumphs in one: a mjor sporting event in the
continuing absence of any real sports facilities; the creation
of a sporting tradition out of literally nothing; the insistence
on a carnival of, and for, Aboriginality in an era (the 1960s)
which insisted on their being turned into white folks; the
ability to stage, without fuss, what they value in their
traditions al ongside what they like in nodern life.

Martin Fl anagan, reporting on the 1987 ' Aboriginal O ynpics'
for the Age, has perceived the essence of this event.™ It is a
focus of contenporary Aboriginal culture, a time for initiation

and 'tribal business', an occasion where Rules football parallels

the corroboree - 'the elements of flight and grace, an enphasis
on ritual'. It is an event which involves the conmunity's
elected |leader, A bert WIson - a man whose living father
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witnessed the punitive police raids in the Conniston massacre in
1928, a man taken away to Melville Island at seven and returned
at 33, a man who doubts ‘'whether this rump of the traditional
Abori gi nal nation can withstand another 20 years' exposure to
Western society'.

Fl anagan's reactions are of interest. Three days at
Yuendumu caused ‘'the glass tower' of his preconceptions to
shatter. What were they?, | asked him He wants to support
these people but there is 'no place for urban sentinmentality';
there is no place for 'rigid Wstern values'; this area of | and
is their country, not ours; and it is all so much nore
conplicated than he inagined. Wat he sees is the truth of the
matter - that this carnival is as much about survival as it is
about sport.

David Wggins points to the inportance of |ooking at black
sportspeople who energed from wthin, or even wthout, the
institution of plantation slavery. There is no exact Aboriginal
equi val ent . But there is, indeed, a system not too far renpved
from it: the renote, segregated, closed Aboriginal settl enments
and nissions.

Until only a decade ago settlenents and missions in northern

Australia fully warranted the |abel Erving Goffnman once gave to

asyl uns: "total institutions', that is, places of residence and

work where ‘'like-situated individuals, cut off from the w der

society for an appreciable period of tine, together lead an
118

enclosed, formally adm nistered round of life'.
Inmates they certainly were, conpul sory  (or conpelled)
residents who were a separate |egal, economi c, political, and

soci al class of persons. They needed permission to cone and go;
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they earned 'pocket nobney' and rations, not wages; they ate not
as famly groups but as gender-segregated boarders in matron-run
communal kit chens; they drank water or |enpbnade, on penalty of
fine or inprisonnment, or both, for anything stronger; t hey saw

only sanitized films and received only politically-approved

visitors; t hey obeyed orders from hierarchies of
superintendents, nmenagers, mat rons, head teachers, hygi ene
of ficers; they went to church Sundays, in default of which they

forsook rights to shop in the canteen - and so on, and on.
Soretinmes they played sport - amd the dearth of facilities,

on the occasional dusty, red 'oval'. Sonetines a couple of

sl ender saplings served as a senblance of goal posts (see p 110).

Here and there a school had a pair of baskets.

Physi cal | y, Yuendumu was (and is) a disaster. But a
resilient Walpiri people did neet with a few rare, tal ented
staff. Ted Egan was superintendent there from 1958 to 1962. He

bucked orders to 'socially engineer' people by forcing theminto
i npossible alumnium 'transition' huts, into comunal feeding
prograns, and into rote-learning exercises of dubious value (like
T is for Train and S is for Skyscraper, when neither existed in
their lives).

Be sought, rat her, an association of worlds through song,
| anguage, and sport. A dedicated St Mary's (Darwin) Rules
pl ayer. he coached and encouraged the game in the choking
bul I dust. By 1961 he had regular conpetitions running between
Yuendumnu, nearby Papunya, and distant Warrabri (now Ali Cur ung)
settlement (see photo on page 110). He was followed by a head
t eacher, George Mdure, who turned the original f oot bal |
carnival for three conmmunities into what is now a major vehicle

of Aboriginal identity for sone 30 conmmunities.
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Yuendumu is unique in respect of this particular tradition,
but the poverty of sport and facilities is well-nigh universal.
To redress this, federal governnments have since 1969 made efforts
to develop sport and recreation prograns. In that year the
M nister responsible for Aboriginal Affairs, W C Wentworth,
agreed to establish an Aboriginal Sports Foundation to encourage

Aborigines in sport, to gain for Aborigines nobre open access to

sport, to arrange tours and conpetition, and to reward
di stingui shed perfornmances. Prime novers behind the scheme were
Ted Egan - then a special project officer wth Dr 'Nugget'

Coonmbs's Office of Aboriginal Affairs, and Charles Perkins, t hen
senior research officer with that O fice. Both had a vision of
sonething better than a 'mlking cow . As Egan wrote in a neno:
'The presentation of a couple of footballs at Maningrida by Polly
Farmer would probably have nore positive effect than the "let's
give them a couple of thousand" approach, where there is a risk
of the nobney being spent on fleecy lined jock straps and Adidas
boots all round'.

But the Foundation did have to adopt a handout approach. O
the $50,000 total budget then available, bits and pieces (from

$300 to $3,000) went, for exanple, to Numbulwar for a basketball

court, to a wonen's hockey club in SA, to Warrabri for a grass
oval , to Amponguna football club for jerseys and insurance, to
the Redfern Al Blacks for a visit to New Zeal and. Looking at

the early applications caused nme to scrawl in the nmargins: 'Were
the hell are the Aboriginal Affairs Departnents?" - the bodies
charged with pronpting the physical and social advancenment  of
Abori gi nes. G ven their alnost total abdication in this field,

given the appalling state of Aboriginal health and nutrition,
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given that male life expectancy is still below 50 years of age,
one can only marvel at Aboriginal sporting achievenent in the
1970s and 80s - let alone in the 1870s and 80s!

The ori gi nal Foundation nenbers were : Doug Ni chol I s
(chai rnman), M chael Ahmatt, El l ey Bennett, George Bracken, Bill
Denpsey, Evonne Cool agong, Syd Jackson, David Kantilla, lan King,
Wally McArthur, Darby MCarthy, Charles Perkins, Reg Saunders (of
mlitary fane), Eric Simms, Faith Thomas, and - in association -
Li onel Rose.

The National Aboriginal Sports Council (NASC) replaced the
Foundat i on: it represents 32 sporting comunities in Australia.
Between them these two bodies have now allocated several mllion
dollars to Aboriginal sport. In 1986-87, $3.65m was given for
sport and recreation programs - which includes $800,000 for
sports grants. In the same year NASC recomended that four
national chanpionships be funded - in darts, net bal |, i ndoor
soccer, and gol f. The National Aboriginal Golf Association was
created in 1987 and in Cctober that year a twelve nman - four
women team went on a tournament visit to Hawaii. In 1987 ten
amat eur boxers, acconpanied by Trevor Christian and Tony Mindi ne,

were assisted in a visit to the US Oynpic Training Centre - with

a view to preparation for places in the 1988 Oynpic team An
al | - Abori gi nal indoor soccer team went to Canada on tour. Rugby
| eague, basket bal I , netball and athletic carnival s wer e
underwritten. Further, fourteen young Abori gi nal sports stars
have been assisted to conpete overseas, sone at wor | d
chanpi onship |evel. At this time of witing, athlete cousins

Lynton Johnson and Jason Terare are |pswich G ammar School boys:
both are considered O ynpic prospects for 1992. Tony Briggs, a

nephew of Pastor Doug, is a hurdler of promise, the first black
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athlete to wn a scholarship to the Australian Institute of
Sport. Kyl e van der Kuyp is a 100m hurdler of promise. These
are the youngsters receiving both educational and sporting
support.

In 1986 the first National Aboriginal Sports Awards night
was held in Adel ai de. Tel evized by SBS, the program showed just
how far Aboriginal sport has cone in the past quarter of a
century. Australia, said Charles Perkins, 'hasn't recognized the
Aboriginal contribution to the sporting sphere'. But that night,

in part due to Perkins's fine efforts over the years, a new

Aboriginal confidence and respect was reveal ed. Lionel  Rose,

Polly Farmer and Evonne Cawley posed for the caneras: a
threesome now inducted into Australia's Hall of Fane. The
imortal Herb Elliott nade a discovery: "l had never given nuch

thought to the Aboriginal contribution to sport - but, by Jove,

what a powerful nessage it's been tonight!’
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YUENDUMU TEAM (v WARRABRI) 1962
Back (ltor): Georgedangala ,Mosquito Jungarai,
Charlie Jagamara, Paddy Jagamara, Peter Jangala,
Roy Jangala, ColinPotterJagamara,BobJabaljari,
Tim Jabanardi, David Juburula, Teddy Jangala, Ted Egan

Front (ltor): GeorgeJabangardi, Frankie Jagamara,
Charlie Jangala, Johnny Jungarai, Harry Nelson Jagamara
BillyJamjinba, SandyJabaljari, Michael Jagamara

b. THE WARRABRI'OVAL', 1960s
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12. THE POLITICAL ARENA

CHARLES PERKINS

The troubleshooter: a great driving force in soccer, in black sport, and in the
politics of Aboriginal affairs
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Sport is a vehicle for nmany things: for nationalism
i deol ogy, for denonstrating attitudes (such as a dislike of
apartheid), for scoring political points in a dramatic way. The
‘revolt of the black athletes' in America began with the 1968
Mexico O ynpics. Their argunent was that they brought fane
abroad to a nation that spurned them at honeg; their feelings
erupted with the now | egendary Tommy Smith-John Carlos black
power salute on the 200m sprint victory platform

The Commonweal th Ganes in Brisbane in 1982 had two political
items on the agenda: African displeasure at New Zealand's South
African rugby connections; and Aboriginal anger over land rights
and their treatnent in Queensland generally.

The Organization of African Unity was determned to show
what it thought of the Lions tour in 1980, and particularly what
it felt about that nobst disastrous and nost violent tour in
sports history, the Springbok visit to New Zealand in 1981.
Rumour was rife that Africans would boycott Brisbane if New
Zeal and took part.

Aborigines had pleaded all along that Africans should
boycott Brisbane because of their condition, not because of the
South Africa-New Zeal and rugby affair. Political action had been
sparse, and scarce: that stratagem of genius, the Tent Embassy
on Canberra's Parliamentary lawns in distant 1972; and the visit

to GCeneva in 1980 to tell the world about the West Australian

v Noonkanbah oil-drilling-on-sacred-sites dispute. 119

In 1981 two Aboriginal delegations visited Africa. The
first - led by Les Mlezer and Bob Weatherall, nenbers of the
Foundation for Aboriginal and |Islander Research Action - sought

an African boycott of the Brisbane Ganes while on visits to

Et hi opi a, Zanmbi a, Tanzani a, Zi nbabwe, and Kenya. They failed to
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persuade these states. Later, Ossie Cruse and M chael Anderson
visited Africa, Geneva and Vienna, with Gough Wiitlam as their
political adviser. They didn't seek boycott as such - that, said
the ex-Prime Mnister, would be ‘counter-productive to the
Aboriginal cause'. ' (What, one wonders, is productive to, or
for, the Aboriginal cause?)

Abori gi nal groups saw the Ganes as the neans of presenting
their case to, and through, the world's caneras. The Bl ack
Pr ot est Committee made a video, 'The Whole Wrld is Watching',

aimed at redressing what it clained was governnent propaganda,

nanel y, that there were ‘'black training canps in Libya' and
‘guerilla armes in North Queensland . They feared police
harassnent and vi ol ence. Steve Mamtold ABC radio: 'We nust grab

this media chance, this international gaze, to make Queensland's
raci sm known to the world'. 121

In 1980 Premer Bjelke-Petersen said he would repeal the
discrimnatory Aborigines Act - not because it was bad |aw but

because he feared rioting and international backl ash at the

Ganes. That Act, he said, was what Aborigines wanted: 'we care
for t hem | ook after them I'n Queensl and we're al |
Queensl ander s, we're all equal, we're all the sane'. 122 (He

didn't repeal that particular statute until 1984 - and then he
enacted another piece of legislation, hardly radical, and still
little different in its spirit and tenor of control over
Abori gi nes.)

For a host of curious and devious reasons - which don't need
di scussion here - the rugby issue and the New Zealand presence
did not result in African boycott. Abraham Ordia, president of

the Suprene Council of Sport in Africa, came to Australia in
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1981. While here he visited Cherbourg settlenent, possibly the
best of all places to show visitors. H's first response was to
confuse Queensland with Australia: 'Wll', he said, 'we trust the
Australian governnent, they have a good inmage, a good stance on

123 In the end, the African presence was our reward,

apartheid' .
or rather (then Prine Mnister) Milcolm Fraser's reward, for his

stance on South Africa generally.

This left the way open for Aborigines to march, speak out,
and appear daily on the world's nedia. There was, indeed, a
'Black Shadow over the Ganes', as the Sydney Mrning Herald
reported. 124 In 1981 Charles Perkins said he'd have to stand up

and be counted on the Queensland land rights issue - and if this
nmeant  viol ence, so be it. It is just possible that governnent
reacted to the spectre of this one-man arny: whatever the reason,
Queensl and t her eupon enacted the npst draconian law in
Australia's peace-tine history, the Conmmonweal th Ganes Act 1982.

In the nanner of Russia clearing Mbscow of all Jews and
dissidents for the 1980 q ynpics, this statute 'cleaned up'
Bri sbane's Aborigines. It allowed the police rather than
government to declare 'a state of emergency'; it allowed the
seizure of persons and of property by police and by non-police
sworn in as ‘authorized persons'; it introduced the finger-,
pal m, foot -, toe- and voice-printing of suspected persons; the
designation of notified areas where other than accredited persons
could not be; the seizure of any 'thing', ani mate or inaninate,
that an arresting person believed could lead to an offence
against the Act: and the inposition of sentences of $2,000 or two
years or both for 'offences' under the Act.

The 1980s began with the conservative Sydney Bulletin

denounci ng Aborigines going abroad: there was 'a considerable
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danger"’ in these 'ratbags getting an overseas audience' because

they could affect the Ganes - worse, they could ' damage

5

Australia's good name abroad'.'?® In the end, even the

conservative Queensland press showed sone synpathy. The cartoons
of Alan Mir, Paul Zanetti, and Mac Vines on p 118 were not
unt ypi cal .

Newsvweek was not alone in depicting an 'Aborigines versus
Queensland’  conflict.™ Ohers saw things differently. The

general nmanager of the Commobnweal th Games Federation declared

the protest 'a non-event'. 127 Phi | Derriman concl uded that
Bri sbane would 'be renenbered as the Games which Australia's
athletes won - but which its Aborigines lost.' 128 Under the
pretentious headi ng, "Triunph of the Human Spirit', the

Australian intoned 'that the Ganes provided neither the time nor
the cause to press a donmestic issue'. The protesters 'did

nothing to advance the Aboriginal cause'. 129

Not hi ng t hat
Aborigines do, it seems, is ever considered as advancing their
cause.

As an observer and recorder of these events, | have another
Vi ew. Aborigines did not stop the Games, or even disrupt them
No matter - since neither purpose was ever intended. From the
start they insisted on peaceful denonstrations, and t hey
mai nt ai ned that stance. The police handled matters well - apart
from two senior officers, one of whominsisted throughout that
the protests and the illegal marches (a few such were held in
addition to the authorized ones) were caused by 'drunken and
di sorderly southern black trouble makers'. 130

Aborigines won a little something from the public, from the

street spectators at the nmarches. A nunber of people in the
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buses and on the streets felt 'there has to be sone right about
their cause, somewhere'. This was particularly evident follow ng
a brilliant ABC Four Corners program on |and rights, screened
ami d the narches.

The Queensland Aboriginal Affairs Mnister, Ken Tonki ns,
lost his portfolio at this time - largely because he chose the
Ganes period to announce that Aborigines weren't advanced enough
to be granted freehold |and: they didn't know what a nortgage
was!**'  They also drank a lot, ate birds, goannas, and fish. 132

The internationalization of the Aboriginal political and
legal struggle began in earnest in Brisbane, with the Ganes as
venue and vehicle. It was perhaps fitting that the ABC
tel evision anchorman, Peter  Mears. was responsible for one
nmenorable sentence in the event. As the Four Corners program
ended - during the evening dinner break in the coverage - and as
the telecasts resuned, he said: 'Ladies and Gentlenen, you' ve now
seen anot her side of the coin. Perhaps these Friendly Ganes can
help the Commonwealth and Queensland break down the barriers
bet ween them and the Aborigines'. Nei t her the peacef ul
Aborigines nor Peter Mears were the 'triunphant human spirits'
the Australian editorial had in mind.

In one short. sharp, poetic speech Bruce Dawe has captured

the essence of it all: 133

WATCHI NG THE ' 82 GAMES

Funny . . . | couldn't concentrate upon

the athletes, white and black, within the gates,

for those with fewer friends who sat outside.

| cheered, of course (Mchelle, Tracey, Lisa,

and Rael ene capping her career with gold),

was proud (who wasn't?), Kkept count of the tally

- the Pons were trailing . . . or so one mght have said,
had not consci ence urged suppression of

such dangerous thoughts - these were 'the Friendly Ganes'!
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And yet those others, conme from Miusgrave Park,
who wound up in police-vans, had they been
from Swazil and or Kenya woul d have got
a better hearing and a | onger stay.
But, clad
in land-rights colours (red, gold, black), they ran
a different race around an inward track,
cleared the cross-bar, pirouetted, hurled
di scus and javelin, swam record |aps
-if the nmeasure of a contest is the extent
to which a people's consciousness and wil |
are raised . .
Forget the tallies. These were anonynous,
no el ectronic score-board blinked their tines,
no anthems played,
their dais was the street and the |oud wagon.
Suffice to say: they featured in the perennial
alternative Ganes, and fought on for the lonelier
gold that conmes later, the red and black of history.
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K_ABORiGINAL AFFAIRS

MINISTER TOMKINS
EXPRESSING A

“PERSONAL VIEW "
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13. A DIFFERENT ETHOS

SYD JACKSON

Conscious of a feeling that all 121,696 spectators at the 1970 grand final
were aware of his Aboriginality.
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There is a lot we now know about Aborigines in sport. As
Herb Elliott said, we have a 'powerful nessage' as to their
achi evenent s. There is nuch we need to know - about their |ives
as athletes, their circunstances, frustrations, their experiences
on the way to the top. There is nuch we will never know - in
particular, about the thousands who never had the opportunity to
get to the starting line. In 1986 Alma Thor pe, receiving a
speci al award for her services to black sport, said it so
succintly: "I've never played sport - it wasn't available in ny
life'.

There are many gaps. W need to know what Aborigines feel
about sport - as sport, as a way out of poverty, as a nonment of
soci al acceptance and equality. The only serious address of
these issues comes from Perkins, and in a handful of all-too-
brief quotes froma few others.

The Isaac Murphy nodel in America has been suggested. Of
i mense  val ue, and excitement, would be a set of detailed
portraits of the lives and tines of these inportant figures:
Johnny Mullagh in the 1860s and 70s, Charlie Sanuels in the 1880s
and 90s, Jack Marsh in the 1900s, Jerry Jerone in the 1910s,
Lynch Cooper in the 1920s, Doug Nicholls in the 1930s, Ron
Richards in the 40s, Charles Perkins in the 1950s, Lionel Rose -
Polly Farnmer - Evonne Gool agong in the 60s. Artie Beetson in the
70s, and Mark Ella in the 1980s. Despite the difficulty of
reaching back in tinme, it is worth trying to capture the black
perspective on sport, their attitudes and hopes, their stories
and tragedies. Such portraits could also tell us how Aboriginal
policy and administration affected the day-to-day lives of these
i ndi vi dual s.

We need a serious study of settlement and mission 'sporting
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life' - such as it was, and is. We know sonething about these
pl aces as institutions but next to nothing about their
recreational life. Wy did so many cricket, footbal I, and
athletic stars energe fromtiny 'Cumrmera' mission on the Mirray?
Wiy so nmany footballers from among the Tiwi people at Bat hur st
and at Melville |slands?

The St Mary's story needs researching, and telling. In
their first Rules season, 1950- 1951, there were only two white
men in the team One was Ted Egan, their captain and coach for
many years to cone. The rest were Tiw . Wth the devel opment of
the MNguilla League on the two islands, St Mary's places were
filled by the former residents of Garden Point - an enclave on
Melville across the narrow strait from Bathurst. This was where
the 'mxed race' Kkids, taken fromtheir nothers, were sent for
‘rearing' . Anast asius Vigona - see the photo on page 130 - was

the father of Benny Vigona, who plays for Swan District and West

Australia. Cyril Rioli, Murice's father, was also a Garden
Poi nter. Billy Roe, also in the photo, is a remar kabl e
sportsman. He played in six grand finals for St Mary's, Wi nni ng

the best player award in four of them He took the first all-
Aboriginal Rules team overseas - to Papua New Guinea in 1972. He
pl ayed basketball for the Territory, and played it professionally

in Perth. Father Wtty at Bathurst may have been a key in Top

End football - Ted Egan certainly was.

On the face of it, it seems that those who wer e
' emanci pat ed’ - those who were not controlled by speci al
legislation, who didn't live an institutional life - participated
in sport, and that those who were incarcerated didn't, or didn't
for the nmost part. This division between the ‘urban'/'free'
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blacks and the ‘'plantation'/'reserve' bl acks needs careful

expl ori ng. There is evidence to show that sport was not just an
avenue to sonething better, but was, literally, a ticket out of
the institution. Certainly it was for men like Jerry Jeroneg,

Ell ey Bennett, Eddie G| bert, Doug N cholls.

VWhat happened to the boys at those other, rather special
institutions - Kinchella Boys Home in NSW Retta Di xon and Garden
Point and Croker Island in the Territory, at Sister Kate's in
Perth? Some stars had their origins in these places: why?  how?
were there others? What happened to, and with, girls in such
institutions? Jimmy Sharman's nobile, tent-booth business needs
st udy. What he did to, and for, Aborigines is inportant.
Certainly he played a significant role in Doug N cholls's life.

A major issue in Aboriginal sport is why so many conmunities

have given birth to separate, all-black teans. Narwan's origins
seem plain enough. But what of the Redfern All Blacks and La
Perouse United? W need a study not only of the ains, noti ves,

and val ues of these teanms but of their function and place in the

lives of the comunities. Isit sinply a matter of pride, or an
outlet for frustration? Is it that such teans foster, and
sustain, an Aboriginal togetherness? |Is it reaction to their

exclusion or unwantedness, or is it sonmething Aborigines have
worked out for their social solidarity, for their ' bonds of

simlitude' ?

Aborigines play sport ina white world: white ganes,
venues, rul es, directors, officials, selectors. Al ways players
or performers, they are never partners in the sports enterprise.

It is possible that the birth and growth of black teanms has been
to enable themto nmake their own decisions and sel ections; to be

W nners, for a change; to provoke - if possible, to evoke - a
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sense of respect for them as a people.

Separate or integrated, why is it that practically all black
athletes are seen and described as 'exciting', "scintillating',
"natural ', ' expl osi ve', "brilliant'? VWat Ilies behind the
pl aying styles of Aborigines? This is a different question from
the matter of so-called physical superiority, discussed |ater.

Thomas Kochman, in his recent Black and Wite: Styles in
Conflict, suggests that black Anericans go beyond the purely

mechani cal and technical aspects of play. 134

They inprovise,
they engage in personal nanoeuvres and noves that are very
distinctive and individual. \Wites, he says, play cohesively,
they play efficiently in set patterns in order to win, never to
| ose. No one has approached the question of why Aborigines play
the way they do. Mark Ella says 'the secret of our success was

the total enjoynent we received out of rugby ... Do Abori gi nes
play sport for different reasons, for different notives? Sonmeone
shoul d ask them

What we do know about Aborigines in sport is both positive

and negati ve. The achi evermrents are extraordinary. The titles,
chanpi onshi ps, the nedals are a matter of record - at state,
national , and international Ievel. There is no need to inflate

stories or enbroider the successes. There is no need to claimas
Abori gi nal those who don't wish to be so, even though a few of
the non-identifiers are in the '"Hall of Fane' class. But there
is a need to insist that not one single Aboriginal chanmpion was
born - to wuse an appropriate pun - on the right side of the
track, sporting or social.

The essence of sport is that conpetition, opportunity, and

resources nust be fair and equal for all. But a different ethos
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has applied to black Australians. In our society there has been
exclusion from conpetition, discrimnation within it, and at
times gross inequality of chances, choices, and facilities.

Denial of conpetition takes two forns. One is structural
deni al , where because of their place in the political, | egal ,
econom ¢, and social system Aborigines sinply cannot and do not
get to the ski |odges and A-grade golf courses (with very few and
very recent exceptions). The other is institutional denial, that
is, within their domains and lifestyles the facilities sinply do
not exist. Where nost Aborigines have lived - on settlenments and
m ssions - there has been, literally, no grass. Pool s, gyns,
courts, tracks, ranges, nets, coaches, physios, schol arships have
not been part of their vocabulary or experience.

Sport has hardly been fair. There has been discrimnation
in nmotive, in behaviour, in conscious and non-conscious attitude,
even anpng those considered enlightened and well -disposed. The
list is long - and dismal: nost of the 1868 cricketers, save
Ml I 'agh  (possibly); the railroading of Charlie Sarmuels into a
Sydney asylum the striking out of Jack Marsh's nane from the
list of first grade cricketers to be adnitted to the Sydney
Cricket Ground in 1905, thus ending his career: the hounding of
Jerry Jerone as a 'noneyed troublemaker': the Carlton rejection
of Doug Nicholls: the exploitation of Ron Richards; the vicious
insults to Syd Jackson, denn Janes and, nowadays, the Krakouer
brot hers.

In boxing and in some football codes Aborigines were seen as

a special race of performers, wth separate sporting and physical

attributes. Oten 'a credit to their race', they did well - 'for
their race'. Often they were 'not Aborigines' when at their
peak, but ' Aborigines now , afterwards: 'once they fade', argues
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Perkins, ‘'they're history'.

For all minority groups there is a truism one has to be
doubly good in order to rate equal. Aborigines have had to
struggl e against this discrinination, to struggle to conpete, to
gain a guernsey, to keep wearing it. Many of their performances
have been of world standard, as the international press has
acknow edged. To get there, to get to the top, is one set of

problems. To stay in the nenory. to pass into history, with
respect, is another. A handful have done so: Doug Nicholls,
Evonne Gool agong- Caw ey, Li onel Rose, Artie Beetson, Mark Ella.
Why?  Sinply because they were that good!

Racism is not a sinple matter of exclusion or avoidance
because of skin col our. There are many forns, sonme obvious, sone
subtl e indeed. The Aboriginal athlete has always had to contend
not only with sports conpetitors but with a racist society that
pl aces a negative value on all things black. This produces what
one of the founding fathers of American black power, WE du Bois,
called 'double consciousness', that is, the very unconfortable
sense in which one is forever aware that one is black and forever
aware that the white man is aware that one is bl ack.

Syd Jackson has explained it well. At a sports history
conference at the MCG in May 1987, he related what being black
means. '®® For a start, he was taken, aged two, fromhis parents
in Leonora and sent to Roelands Native M ssion (near Bunbury) 'to
be saved'. He was reunited with his nother in 1981, sone 37
years later! The West Australian racism he said, was no better
than the Queensland variety. After a fine career wth South
Bunbury, he wanted to join the teamwith the sane red and white

col ours, South Frenantl e: they rejected him because he was
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bl ack. He used sport 'as a stepping stone, as a door opener, as

a neans to an end - but he was always nade aware of his
Aboriginality. When dropped for a game by Carlton, was it
because of prejudice or his forn? Prejudice, he believed. When

he came onto the sacred turf at the MCG in the 1970 grand final,
his feeling was that all 121,696 spectators were aware of his
bl ackness: the 60,000 Collingwood fans nade that awareness only
too plain; the Carlton-lovers showed himthe required Carlton
| oyal ty. The Col lingwood bar wouldn't serve himafter the match.
Only at the Yuendunu Ganes, he concludes, is there t he
satisfaction of coming together, being together, of not having to
bot her about this doubl e awareness.

Jackson - as organiser and pronoter of Aboriginal sport -
believes that the 'system nust be confronted, tackl ed, fought .
Lionel Rose told the same conference that despite sporting
achi evenent s, ‘the racismwon't dinmnish': 'we are what we are',

he said, with a sense of fatalismrather than with despair.

An inportant aspect of racismis stereotyping. Abori gi nes
have to contend with it daily, not only in general life but in
sport as well. For exanple, one boxing witer said to ne: ' One
can get any Abo off the street and he'll go four rounds - t hey
have tremendous natural talent'. The comment was meant
posi tively, but it comes close to the common assertion that

bl acks generally are physically superior to whites in sport.
Martin Kane of Sports Illustrated, anmong others, has |ong
argued that racial genes explain black superiority in sone
sports. 136 Wth black sociologist Harry Edwards, | reject this
nonsense that we are what we are, and always wll be, because of

our ‘'racial' genes. In 1986 a pair of British doctors clained

that West Indian fast bowl ers were unfairly advantaged: t hey had
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an anatony and a nusculature that others didn't have. For mer
English cricket captain, Ted Dexter, made this sharp reply:
there are thousands of black kids out there busting to bow fast
for their country, he said, and there are thousands of British
kids out there too soft and too lazy to bow fast for their's.
In short, bl acks excel where and when they are hungry and in
need: when they have role nodels (whether Giffiths, Hall or
Hol di ng, Viv or Ron Richards, Bracken or Rose); and when they
have access to a particular sport and its facilities.

Aborigines are over-represented in boxing, in Aussie Rules
in West Australia, in rugby |league, in npbst spectator sports in
the Northern Territory. Wiy these high percentages? The
essential answers lie in having access to these sports; in these

sports providing some group identification; in having role nodels

before them heroes to enulate; in seeing these sports as the
means of escaping fromfutility. But there is nobre to it: in
addi tion, there is a hunger - a physical, enotional , and
psychol ogi cal hunger ; there is a will to win, to prove sone

points, to achieve a vindication of thenselves, even to achieve a
sense of sweet revenge on the system

Has sport 'broken down the barriers', has it been a
breakt hrough nechanism in Australian race relations? There are
no neat one-line conclusions about sport as a transport to a
better world, as a vehicle of tolerance and understandi ng. For
the few - for the Ellas, Evonne Caw ey, perhaps two boxers, and a

handful of footballers in soccer, |eague and Rules - there can be

no doubt that sport has been a 'door opener'. Pastor Sir Dougl as
Nicholls is the beacon and the benchnark: he came wup from
further down, and agai nst greater odds, than nost. For many -
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the Sands brothers, Richards, Bennett, the cricketers - sport was

an all-too-brief high, followed by crashing and crushing
di saster.

In the long term however, what matters nost is that
Abori gi nal sporting success, no matter how brief or tragic, has
gi ven Aborigines nore uplift, nore col |l ective pride, nore kudos,

than any other single activity.

This sporting uplift is crucial. As this is witten, there
are two birthdays: 200 years since white settlement and 20 years
since the 1967 Referendum on a supposed 'new deal’ for
Abor i gi nes. 137 Yet the Aboriginal world is something of a
nightmare - and not just in 1987. It so happens that that
particular year saw the lucky country - with all its resources,

brains, technology, and commtnent to a social welfare phil osophy
appoint a Royal Conmi ssion into t he (proportionately)

astronomi ¢ nunber of black deaths in police custody (44 since

1980);™® it listened as a federal court judge of the Human

Rights Conmi ssion described the Toonelah Reserve in NSW as 'a

concentration canp, bot h psychol ogi cal and physical'; 189 ¢t
heard the NSWDirector of the Bureau of Crine and Statistics

portray a culture harassed and beaten down for decades', a

"whol esale destruction of their entire social fabric' akin to

140 It read that the Director of

Cermany after the war in 1945!
the (British) Anti-Slavery Society was 'particularly disturbed by
al | egations of police brutality against Aboriginal children', and
perturbed enough to tell the Commmonwealth Heads of Governnent
Meeting in Vancouver that 'Australia's good reputation abroad is
undeserved' . ' It heard the NSW Onbudsman describe the Police
Departnment as having an attitude bankrupt of commonsense and good

faith in its procedures when dealing wth Abori gi nes. 142
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Australia watched the eruption of frustration into riot at

Brewar ri na. ™3

In the same year SBS television presented pictures of

Aborigi nal sporting achi evenents, a black tie and gown affair in
splendid colour. What it signifies (for ne, at least) is this:
that such respect as Australians accord Aborigines - however
little it is, however grudgingly it is given - cones fromtheir
sporting prowess, not from their social organization, survi val
skills, nusic, art, lore, | aw, cul ture, their civility and
civilization. Perhaps that tells us sonething fresh, or
sonet hing el se, about white Australia - and the Aboriginal

experience within it.
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ST MARY'S, DARWIN: FIRST PREMIERSHIP TEAM 1954-55

Back: H Sherlock (coach), BennyCubillo, ArthurSmith,
Terry Lewfatt, Ken Bowman, Billy Roe, Terry Connolly,
Brian Pobjoy, Gordon Roe, Anastasius Vigona; Centre:
Edmund Johnson, Urban Tipiloura, Phillip Babui, Ted
Egan (captain), SaturninusKantilla,Jerome Kerinaua,
RaphaelApuatimi; Front: JacobPautjimi,Bertram
Kantilla, Dermot Tipungwuti, Paul Kerinaua

B it
- R X

b. BILLY ROE
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APPENDIX 1

THE HUNGRY FIGHTER

RON RICHARDS

‘His hardest battle was for full, dignified, human status within a

prejudiced community.’
— Peter Corris
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He stood in the dusty showground

O every country town you've ever known

He'd come in fromthe M ssion

Si xteen years of age, but fully grown

He had a shilling to spend so he bought a pie
It was then that he caught the showman's eye
At the boxing tent on his platform high -

And anot her hungry fighter was on his way
Yes anot her hungry fighter was on his way

Hear the big bass drum see the yokels cone

"WIl you take a glove?' - that's what the showran said.
'You mght nmake a quid, wadda ya say there kid?

You'll fight THE KILLER! Have you got rocks in your head?
Don't you know THE KILLER S a professional, son,

And you say you're not insured

But step on up, you're a likely |ad

And THE KILLER will knock your block off, rest assured
Yes THE KILLER wi Il knock your block off, rest assured.'

"Roll up! Roll up! Tickets for the big boxing show
This young darkie has dared to challenge THE KI LLER.
We have the anbul ance standing by... Roll up. Roll up.

Tickets at the ticket box... Show starting now. ..
The young darkie versus the chanp. Roll up. Roll up.'
(BASS DRUM

THE KILLER was a tired old has-been

And even though the referee tried his best,
THE KID soon flattened the ol d bl oke

Two | eft hooks and a right cross did the rest
They signed himup and he joined the show,
Three fights a day, what a way to go,

Better than school, he was earning dough,

And another hungry fighter was on his way,
Yes another hungry fighter was on his way.

They took him down to the city

And pretty soon he was fighting nmain events,

Fancy suits and taxi cabs

He'd come a long way since he left the boxing tents.
And was he good? Best in the |and

Wth a knock-out punch in either hand

And a wal k-up style that they couldn't withstand,
And the hungry fighter was really on his way

Yes the hungry fighter was really on his way.

He won the national title

So his managers brought in stars from overseas,
Tough stuff but he was gutsy

And one by one he denolished all of these.

But he took such punishnent in each fight

It scrambled his brains, inpaired his sight
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H s managers said: 'Kid, you'll be right',
But the hungry fighter was on the way downhill
Yes the hungry fighter was on the way downhill.

And then he lost his title

But still they matched himtinme and tinme again

And soon he gave up training

Found a couple of drinks would kind of ease the pain
Hi s managers all stayed rich and fat

They bought him a guitar and a cowboy hat

And then a second-rater knocked him fl at

And the doctor said: 'Son. give the game away,

Hungry fighter, give the gane away.'

Hear the big bass drum see the yokels cone

"WIl you take a glove? -that's what the shownan said.
"Now here's a jackeroo. And your nane, son? Blue?

You'll fight THE CHAMP. Have you got rocks in your head?
Don't you know THE CHAMP ko'd that Yank

Present world title holder?

But step on up you're a likely Iad

I've probably never, ever seen one bol der

Yes, |'ve probably never ever seen one bol der.’

"Roll up. Roll up. Tickets for the big boxing show.

This here young jackeroo named Blue has dared to chall enge
THE CHAMP, the greatest Aboriginal fighter

This country has ever seen.

Blue, are you deternmined to go through with this?

It's called suicide.... And he hasn't made out his will....
Yes roll up for the big boxing show. ...
Tickets at the ticket box... Show starting now'

(BASS DRUM

He shuffled through the Sydney markets
Puffed-up face, no shoes upon his feet

Checked out all the rubbish bins

And then a kind old lady gave hima bite to eat
He' d been bashed last night in Redfern Park
By a gang of thugs lurking in the dark

And one of these was heard to renark

' That old boong was once a fighter so they say
That ol d boong was once a fighter so they say.'
So the hungry fighter faces another day,

The hungry fighter faces another day.

Words and Misic by
TED EGAN
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APPENDIX 2

PASTOR DOUG

DOUG NICHOLLS

‘He thrilled the Melbourne crowd
With the big white Vee upon his chest . . .~
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There's a man in Ml bourne Town nanmed Pastor Doug,

And his skin is brown and he's a gentle man.

Hi s ancestors have roaned all over this Australian |and
For countless centuries.

He was born in a little place in New South Wl es

Cal | ed Cuneragunga:

He had it tough when he was a kid,

And he learned to do as the other kids did -

To fight, use the knuckle.

Pastor Doug, you've had it tough,

Used the knuckl e when things were rough,

Ht the bottle but you called 'enough',

And then you read the Bible and that's good stuff.

This man went down to Mel bourne town,

His skin was brown and his nane it was Doug Nicholls.
It was the tine of the Razor Gang,

Squi zzy Taylor and Red Mal one -

Tough pl ace, Fitzroy.

There was no place down in Ml bourne town

For an Aboriginal boy in Gangsterland down at Fitzroy -
O so they said.

But he'd had it tough when he was a kid,

And he learned to do as the other kids did -

To fight, for his rights!

Pastor Doug, you've had it tough,

Used the knuckl e when things were rough,
Hit the bottle but you called 'enough',
And then you read the Bible -

And that's good stuff.

This tiny Cumeragunga |ad went down to the Fitzroy C ub
To try for a football.

He thrilled the Mel bourne crowd

Wth the big white Vee upon his chest -

Became a chanpion.

He fought in the stadium at Fitzroy,

And in the boxing tents, this brown-skinned boy,
For Jimmy Shar man.

He was the fastest thing on legs in the State,
He loved to run and the noney was great -
Professional - win the contest.

Pastor Doug, you've had it tough,

Used the knuckl e when things were rough,
Ht the bottle but you called 'enough',
And then you read the Bible -

And that's good stuff.

135



For a little while he lost hinself,

And he had a go at the pub's top shelf,

It was a battle - with the bottle,

But then the fightin' spirit came shinin' through,
Because he knew he had a job to do

For his people.

He read the Bible and he read it well,

Then he went to his people and began to tell

How to fight.

Because he'd had it tough and he's played it rough,
But he's made of the best Australian stuff,

I's PASTOR DOUG he's a man anobng nen.

Wor ds and music by TED EGAN
(words transcribed from Ted Egan's record
PASTOR DOUG, RCA Victor, 102016, APKM 0876)
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GLOSSARY COF TERMS

Some of the sports discussed here are little known in North
Areri ca, and in parts of Europe, Africa, and Asia. These ganes,
and/or sone of their special terns, are briefly defined.

ATHLETI CsS

Pedestriani sm prof essional athletics, raced over any distance,
from 60 yards to 60 hours of running. In Australia races have
tended to range from75 to 130 to 150 yards, with 300 yard races
run in the last century. Virtually all Gft races are run over

130 yards, changed to 120 netres in the early 1970s.

Handi caps: early on it was decided to have a system of handi caps
because this led to nore 'sporting' contests than scratch races.
Yards start were allocated on known form and many ruses were
used to gain extra yardage. In 110 years of the Stawell Gft to
date, only one man has won the race from scratch.

AUSTRALI AN RULES FOOTBALL

Al so known as Aussie Rules, Rules, or '"the footy' - as if it
was the only ganme of football. The term VFL (for Victorian
Footbal | League) is a m snoner: while the game had its origin
and epicentre in Victoria, it is played strongly in South

Australia, West Australia, Tasmania, and the Northern Territory.
It is played with nmuch less calibre, audience, and fuss in NSW
and Queensl and.

Virtually wunknown outside Australia, it is watched wth

fanatical dedication. Described as a team gane played by
eighteen inidividuals, as a game for super-athletes, as 'aerial
ping pong', as 'ballet with blood', it has enornmous crowd appeal.

No | ess than 121,696 people cane to the fampus Mel bourne Cricket
Ground for the 1970 grand final.

Devised by HC A Harrison and T WWIIs in 1858, the ganme is
played with eighteen a-side on the largest field of them all: an
oval between 120 and 170 yards (110 and 155m) w de, and between
150 and 200 yards (135 and 185m | ong. H gh nmarking, I ong
kicking and hand-passing from man to man characterise the gane.
A goal, worth six points, is scored when the ball passes through
the two centre goal posts; one point, a 'behind , is scored when
the ball passes outside the centre posts and between the centre
post and an adjacent behind post.

Best and Fairest: a prize nuch sought after: awarded on the
votes of (usually) sports journalists, the award goes, as the
nane suggests, to the season's player adjudged best and fairest.

Medal s: greatly prized, hotly contested, and awarded with sol emm
ritual each season. The nost fampus is the Brownl ow Medal, the
VFL award to the season's best and fairest player; in South
Australia it is the Magarey, but this tine for the fairest and
nost brilliant player; in West Australia, the Sandover is awarded
on unpires' vot es, and the Sinpson to the best player in an
inter-state or grand final match.
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BOXI NG

Al bert Namatjira was one of Australia's nost f amous
Aboriginal painters, a renowned and brilliant water colours
artist from Hermannsburg Mssion in Central Australia.
CRI CKET

There is no need to explain the objects of this strange but
compel ling gane, this marvellous | egacy of British inperialism
Some of the terns need expl anation:

Batting and Bow ing Averages: as inmportant in cricket as in

basebal |, 'averages' are the inexorable neasure of mankind's
reverence for lists, for the rank ordering of success by nunbers.
Batting is neasured by a player's nunber of matches, nunber  of
innings conpl eted, nunber of tines not out, highest score, total
nunber of runs. Thus, for exanple, the Test batting averages of
Sir Donald Bradman and a contenporary player, David Hookes:

Mat ches I nni ngs Not Qut Hi ghest Runs Aver age

Score

Br adman 52 80 10 334 6996 99.94
Hookes 53 91 4 193 4108 47.22

Bradman was dismissed 70 tinmes: his 6996 runs divided by 70 gives
the average O 99.94. In other words, Bradman's average each
time he batted in a Test was just short of an incredible 100;
Hookes has a good average, just short of the half century.

Bowl ing averages are presented as the nunber of matches,
nunber of balls bow ed, nunber of runs scored off the bowing,

and nunber of w ckets taken. Thus the record of Test player, the
|l ate Ken McKay: 37 matches, 5792 balls bowl ed, 1721 runs, and 50
wickets - for an average of 34.42 (1721 divided by 50).
Remar kably, his analysis also shows that only one run was scored
off every three balls he bow ed: he was, indeed, an economc
bow er.

Chucki ng, Thr owi ng: Law 26 states that 'for a delivery to be

fair the ball nust be bow ed, not thrown or jerked and that if
the unpire 'be not entirely satisfied of the absolute fairness of

a delivery in this respect, he shall call and signal "no ball"
instantly upon delivery'. Basebal | pitchers and fielders throw
rather than bow . Being 'no-balled" in this context neans that
that ball has to be bowled again: in the case of throwing, an

unpire's constant no-balling virtually nmeans the bower can't go
on, and he retires - sonetines for life.

Duck: to not score, to score O.

First-class matches: to qualify for this label, the gane nust be
of at least three days' duration and have el even a-side.

WG the initials of the nineteenth century's nobst celebrated
cricketer, Dr WG Gace, 1848 - 1915, the hero of Victorian
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Engl and.

Sobers: refers to Sir Garfield (Gary) Sobers, former West I ndi es
captain, probably the best all round (batting, bowing, fielding)
cricketer of all time.

Trundler: a nineteenth century termfor a bow er.

RUGBY LEAGUE

This is a major sport in England, France, Australia and New
Zealand - far fewer nations than play the gane from which it
derives, rugby union. It can be called 'a war gane' in that its

aim is to break the 'eneny line' and to halt his advance.
Somewhat akin to gridiron, it is a game of grinding advance,

possessi on, and defence. It is spectacular, fast, brui si ng.

gladiatorial, a running ganme of passing and kicking. A try
counts for four points, a conversion kick two and a field or drop
ki ck over the posts, one point. It differs from rugby union in
several respects: thirteen not fifteen a-side, six not eight
players in a scrum and a tackled player can retain possession
for up to six tackles. It is also professional and, inportantly,

ostensi bly working class. The quality play is confined to NSW
and Queensl and.

Rot hman's Medal : awarded (since 1968) to the NSW | eague season's
best and fairest player.

RUGBY UNI ON

This strictly amateur ganme is nmuch nmore widely known and
played internationally. In Australia it tends to be played in
non- gover nnent, that is, private schools; it is also virtually

confined to NSW the Capital Territory and Queensl and.
SOCCER
A somewhat Cinderella sport in Australia, it has a nuch

greater migrant than native follow ng. Croati a, Budapest, Pan-
Hel l enic, Juventus, etc are ethnic-based city teans.
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I NDEX OF NAMES AND SPORTS

ATHLETI CS

Bowman, Patrick 15,16, 21
Briggs, Eddy 16

Briggs, Tony 108
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Cooper, Lynch 16,17, 20, 120
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Dancey, J 16
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Cubillo, Benny 130
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Egan, Phil 68

Farmer, Graham (Polly) X, 68,
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AUSTRALI AN RULES FOOTBALL
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Janes, Genn (unpire) 73-74
78,124
Janjinba, Billy 110
Jangala, Charlie 110
Jangal a, George 110
Jangal a, Pete; 110
Jangal a, Roy 110
Jangal a, Teddy 110
Johnson, Bert 68,77
Johnson, Ednmund 130
Juburula, David 110
Jungurai, Johnny 110
Jungarai, Msquito 110
Kantilla, Bertram 130
Kantilla, David 70,75,108
Kantilla, Saturninus 130
Kerinaua, Jerone 130
Keri naua, Paul 130
Ki ckett, Derek 69
Kilnurray, Ted (Square) 69, 76
Krakouer, Jim 67,68, 69,72,
74,124
Krakouer, Phil 68, 69, 72, 78, 124
Lewfatt, Terry 130
Lewis, Chris 68,69,76
Lewis, lrwin 69
Lovett, Wally 68
McDonal d, Norm 68
M chael, Stephen 69,76
Morey, Sony 70,78
Nar kl e, Phi | 68, 69
Ni cholI's, Doug v,4, 11,68,

70-71, 108, 120, 122, 124,
125,127, 134- 136
Peake, Brian 68,69, 76
Peardon, Derek 68
Pautjim, Jacob 130
Pobj oy, Brian 130
Reilly, Elkin 68
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Ri gney, Roger 69,77

Rioli, Cyril 121

Rioli, Murice 68,69,70,
72-73,75,121

Roe, Billy 121,130

Roe, Gordon 130

Tipiloura, Uban 130

Ti pungwuti, Der not 130

Vi gona, Anastasius 121,130

Vi gona, Benny 121,130

Wnmar, Nicky 68,69
BASKETBALL

Agius, Laura 99

Ahmatt, M chael 59, 60, 66, 108
C arke, Joe 59

Collins, Andrea 99,101

Collins, Louisa 99

Damaso, Rose 99

Di ckson, Leonie 99

Dillon, Beverley (Bobbie) 99
Mor seau, Danny 59, 60, 66

Roe, Billy 121

West, Priscilla 99

BOXI NG

Austin, Law ence Baby
Cassius 41,42 -

Barney, Eddie 52

40, 41, 42, 45, 49
53,108, 122, 128
Blair, Adrian 52
Blair, Dick 41,42
Bl andon, Merv 41,42, 44
Bracken, George 40,41, 42,45,
46- 47, 53, 108, 127
Graene 52
Buttons, Bobby 51
Carney, Robert 52
Carr, Vally 41,642
Christian, Trevor
Clarke, Banjo 51
Collins, Henry 51,52
Cowburn, Gary- 41,42, 46,52

Bennett, Elley

Br ooke,

Dennis, Steve 41,42

Di cker, Graham 51

Donovan, Joe 51-52,56
Dynevor, Jeff 51,52

G ogan, Harry 41,42

Hassen, Jack 40, 42, 45, 46, 55
Hayes, Harry 41,42

Hoven, Alden 41

41, 42,52, 108

BOXI NG

Jack, Bindi 41, 42

Jarrett, Johnny 42

Jerone, Jerry 19,38, 41, 42,
43- 44,120, 122,124

Jones, Adrian 52

Kapeen, Ceorge 41,42

Kar poney, M chael 51

Langford, Norm Kid 41,42

Leglise, Pat 41,42,52,56

Mundi ne, Tony 40, 41, 42, 50,

51, 55, 108

Ri chards, Ron 3,19, 40,41, 42,
44- 45, 49, 50, 120, 124,
127,128, 131- 133
Roberts, Al by 51
Roberts, Brian 41,42
Rose, Lionel x,5,11,40,41,42,
45, 49- 50, 52, 53, 108,
109, 120, 125, 126, 127
Ryan, Jack 44
Sam Doug 41, 42,52
Sands, Alfie 11,42,47,128
Sands, Cem 11,43,47,128

Sands, Dave 11,40, 41, 43, 45,
47-48, 49, 54,128
Sands, George 11,43,47,128
Sands, Ritchie 11,43,47,128
Sands, Russell 11, 41, 43, 46,
47,54,128
Sands, Russell Jr 41,43,647,54
Sinn, Bobby 41,43
Thonmpson, Hector 40, 41, 43,
50-51, 55
Thonmpson, Junior 41, 43,56

Weir, Buster 51

West, Big Jim 41,43
WIliams, Bobby 52
Wlliams, Gary 41,43,52

CRI CKET

Billy the Bl ackboy, 23

Bul I ocky 24, 25, 26, 28, 35

Captain 35

Cuzens 24, 25, 27, 28, 35, 36

Di ck-a-Di ck 24,25, 27, 28

Dumas, Charley 25,28

G lbert, Eddie x, 22,23, 29,
32-34,122

Henry, Al bert (Al ec) 19, 23,

29- 30, 36

Jellico 24,35

Jim Crow 25, 27, 28

King Cole 25,27,28

King, lan 23, 34,37,108
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CRI CKET
Marsh, Jack 23,29, 30-32,
36,120, 124
Mosquito 25,28
Ml I'agh, Johnny 23, 24, 25, 26, 27,
28, 29, 35, 36, 120, 124
Needy 35
O ficer 35
Paddy 24
Peter 25,28, 35
Red Cap 25,28
Shiney 23
Sugar 24,35
Sundown 25, 27, 35
Thomas, Faith (Couthard) 98,
102, 108
Tarpot 24,35
Tayl or, Johnny 23
Tiger, 25,28
Twopenny 23, 25, 28
watty 24
CYCLI NG
Mansell, Brian 60
DARTS
Hanpton, Ivy 61, 99-100, 102
Rowan, Barry 61
Seden, Horrie 1,61
Wl son, Eileen 100
GOLF
Chal ker, Marion 100
Chal ker, Mark 100
Chal ker, May 100, 102
HOCKEY
Cl arke, Phynea 99
Collins, Louisa 99
Cout hard, Faith (Thonas) 98, 102
Damaso, Rose 99
HORSERACI NG
Appo, Lyall 59
McCarthy, Darby 57,58-59,108
Pi ckwi ck, den 59

JUDO

Hanm  Treanha 100

NETBALL

Erica 99
Rose 99
Leonie 99
Beverl ey (Bobbie) 99
Marcia 99,102
Andrea 99,101

Bartlett,
Danmaso,
Di ckson,
Dillon,
Ell a,
Mason,

RUGBY LEAGUE

Ahoy, Colin 84
Anbrum Geor ge
Backo, Sam 83
Beet son, Arthur

8l , 85

(Artie) 80, 81,

83, 86, 120, 125
Lester 83

Mal 83, 88
Larry 81,82,85
Tony 82
Brett 83
Phil 83
Duke, Phil 83
Ella, Steve 81,382,187
Ferguson, Eric 82
Ferguson, John 81,82, 88
Gale, Brett 83
Gale, Scott 82
G bbs, Ron 82,88
Gordon, Bert 83
Hardy, Jeff 82
Kelly, Malcolm 83
Kinchella, Dennis 83
Kni ght, Percy 82
Li ddi ard, David 82
Longbottom Kevin 82
Lyons, diff 79, 82
Lyons, Graham 83
Lyons, M chael 83
McArthur, Wally 17
Meni nga, Mal 81, 82, 87
Moran, Lance 84
Mor gan, Lionel 81, 82, 85
Morris, Mtchell 84
Naden, lan 83
dive, Bruce 82
Pitt, Eric 82
Roberts, Paul 83
Robi nson, FEric 82
Saddl er, Ron 8,86
Sal vatore, Craig 83
Scott, Colin 8,87

Bil es,
Cochr ane,
Cor owa,
Currie,
Davi s,
Dotti,
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RUGBY LEAGUE

Shaw, Paul 83

Shearer, Dale 81, 82,87

Simms, Eric 81- 82, 83, 84, 86, 108
Stewart, Bruce (Larpa) 82, 83, 86
wal ford, Rick 83,88

Webb, Brad 83

W ckey, Terry 82

Wllians, WIfred 83

W 1iamson, Lionel 81, 82, 85
Yowyeh, Kevin 82

RUGBY UNI ON
Ella, Gary 11,91,94,127
Ella, den 11,89, 91,92, 127
Ella, Mark 11,89, 91, 92-93, 94,
120, 123, 125, 127
McDernott, Lloyd 90,94
SOCCER
Moriarty, John 9-10,11,74
Perkins, Charles x,8-9,10,11, 34, 63,
84,107, 108, 109, 111, 114, 120, 125
WIlliams, Harry 7,10-11, 18
SOFTBALL
Damaso, Rose 98
Lesi putty, Joanne 98,101
Randal |, Rowena 98
TENNI S
Gool agong- Caw ey, Evonne x, 11, 62-65,
91, 95, 98, 108, 109, 120, 125, 127
VOLLEYBALL
Smith, Dalna 99, 101
Tutton, Mark 61
Tutton, Reg 61
Tutton, Steve 61-62,66
WRESTLI NG

Ki nsella, John 62,66
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Born and educated in South Africa, Colin Tatz came to Australia in
1961. In 1964, after receiving his PhD from the Australian National
University, he founded and directed the Aboriginal Research Cen-
tre at Monash University, Melbourne. From 1971 to 1982 he was
foundation professor of politics at the University of New England,
Armidale, NSW; and in 1982 he took the chair of politics at Mac-
quarie University, Sydney. He has written Shadow and Substance
in South Africa (1962), Race Politics in Australia (1979), and
Aborigines and Uranium and Other Essays (1982). He edited
Black Viewpoints (1975) and was author in, and co-editor of,
Aborigines in the Economy (1966), Aborigines and Education
(1969), and Aborigines and Uranium (1984). Sports monographs
include Race, Politics and Sport, The Corruption of Sport, and
Sport in South Africa. As sports critic, he writes feature articles for
several national newspapers. From 1985 to 1987 he was president
of the Australian Society for Sports History.
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