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The twentieth anniversary of the 9/11 Attacks is almost upon us, and although their immediacy has
been somewhat reduced by the events of the last eighteen months, we must recognize that they they
drastically shaped the world history of the last two decades, greatly changing the daily lives and
liberties of most ordinary Americans.

The widespread doubts about the reality of the official story provided by our government and almost
universally promoted by our media has severely diminished popular faith in the credibility of those two
crucial institutions, with consequences that are still very apparent in today’s highest profile issues.

Over the years, diligent researchers and courageous journalists have largely HERIQ TR SR IRE U
demolished the original narrative of those events, and have made a strong, BB G B
perhaps even overwhelming case that the Israeli Mossad together with its
American collaborators played the central role. My own reconstruction,
substantially relying upon the accumulated evidence, came to such
conclusions, and I am therefore republishing it below, drawn from my
previous articles which had appeared in late 2018[1] and early 2020[2], with
the later material making heavy use of Ronen Bergman’s authoritative 2018
history of the Mossad, which ran more than 750 pages. S L

THE SECRET HISTORY

OF ISRAEL'S

Immediately following my own analysis is a link to a particularly noteworthy
article along the same lines by French writer Laurent Guyénot, which we had
originally released simultaneously with my own, then followed by more than
a dozen other significant articles of the previous decade, all published or republished on this website.
In coming days, some of these may also be separately featured as part of the twenty-year
commemoration.

RONEN BERG
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The 9/11 Attacks — What Happened?

Although somewhat related, political assassinations and terrorist attacks are distinct topics,
and Bergman’s comprehensive volume explicitly focuses on the former, so we cannot fault
him for providing only slight coverage of the latter. But the historical pattern of Israeli
activity, especially with regard to false-flag attacks, is really quite remarkable, as I noted in
a 2018 article[3]:

One of history’s largest terrorist attacks prior to 9/11 was the 1946 bombing of the King
David Hotel in Jerusalem[4] by Zionist militants dressed as Arabs, which killed 91 people
and largely destroyed the structure. In the famous Lavon Affair of 1954[5], Israeli agents
launched a wave of terrorist attacks against Western targets in Egypt, intending to have
those blamed on anti-Western Arab groups. There are strong _claims[6] that in 1950 Israeli
Mossad agents began a series of false-flag terrorist bombings against Jewish targets in
Baghdad, successfully using those violent methods to help persuade Iraq’s thousand-year-
old Jewish community to emigrate to the Jewish state. In 1967, Israel launched a deliberate
air and sea attack against the U.S.S. Liberty[7], intending to leave no survivors, killing or
wounding over 200 American servicemen before word of the attack reached our Sixth Fleet
and the Israelis withdrew.

The enormous extent of pro-Israel influence in world political and media circles meant that
none of these brutal attacks ever drew serious retaliation, and in nearly all cases, they were
quickly thrown down the memory hole, so that today probably no more than one in a
hundred Americans is even aware of them. Furthermore, most of these incidents came to
light due to chance circumstances, so we may easily suspect that many other attacks of a
similar nature have never become part of the historical record.

Of these famous incidents, Bergman only includes mention of the King David Hotel
bombing. But much later in his narrative, he describes the huge wave of false-flag terrorist
attacks unleashed in 1981 by Israeli Defense Minister Ariel Sharon, who recruited a former
high-ranking Mossad official to manage the project.

Under Israeli direction, large car bombs began exploding in the Palestinian neighborhoods
of Beirut and other Lebanese cities, killing or injuring enormous numbers of civilians. A
single attack in October inflicted nearly 400 casualties, and by December, there were
eighteen bombings per month, with their effectiveness greatly enhanced by the use of
innovative new Israeli drone technology. Official responsibility for all the attacks was
claimed by a previously unknown Lebanese organization, but the intent was to provoke the
PLO into military retaliation against Israel, thereby justifying Sharon’s planned invasion of
the neighboring country.
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Since the PLO stubbornly refused to take the bait, plans were put into motion for the huge
bombing of an entire Beirut sports stadium using tons of explosives during a January 1st
political ceremony, with the death and destruction expected to be “of unprecedented
proportions, even in terms of Lebanon.” But Sharon’s political enemies learned of the plot
and emphasized that many foreign diplomats including the Soviet ambassador were
expected to be present and probably would be killed, so after a bitter debate, Prime
Minister Begin ordered the attack aborted. A future Mossad chief mentions the major
headaches they then faced in removing the large quantity of explosives that they had
already planted within the structure.

I think that this thoroughly documented history of major Israeli false-flag terrorist attacks,
including those against American and other Western targets, should be carefully kept in
mind when we consider the 9/11 attacks, whose aftermath has massively transformed our
society and cost us so many trillions of dollars. I analyzed the strange circumstances of the
attacks and their likely nature at considerable length in my 2018 article[8]:

Oddly enough, for many years after 9/11, I paid very little attention to the details of the
attacks themselves. I was entirely preoccupied with building my content-archiving software
system[9], and with the little time I could spare for public policy matters, I was totally
focused on the ongoing Iraq War disaster, as well as my terrible fears that Bush might at
any moment suddenly extend the conflict to Iran. Despite Neocon lies shamelessly echoed
by our corrupt media, neither Iraq nor Iran had had anything whatsoever to do with the
9/11 attacks, so those events gradually faded in my consciousness, and I suspect the same
was true for most other Americans. Al Qaeda had largely disappeared and Bin Laden was
supposedly hiding in a cave somewhere. Despite endless Homeland Security “threat alerts,”
there had been no further Islamic terrorism on American soil, and relatively little
anywhere else outside of the Iraq charnel house. So the precise details of the 9/11 plots had
become almost irrelevant to me.

Others I knew seemed to feel the same way. Virtually all the exchanges I had with my old
friend Bill Odom, the three-star general who had run the NSA for Ronald Reagan, had
concerned the Iraq War and risk it might spread to Iran, as well as the bitter anger he felt
toward Bush’s perversion of his beloved NSA into an extra-constitutional tool of domestic
espionage. When the New York Times broke the story of the massive extent of domestic
NSA spying, Gen. Odom declared that President Bush should be impeached and NSA
Director Michael Hayden court-martialed. But in all the years prior to his untimely passing
in 2008[10], I don’t recall the 9/11 attacks themselves even once coming up as a topic in
our discussions.

Admittedly, I'd occasionally heard of some considerable oddities regarding the 9/11 attacks
here and there, and these certainly raised some suspicions. Most days I would glance at the
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Antiwar.com front page, and it seemed that some Israeli Mossad agents had been caught
while filming the plane attacks in NYC, while a much larger Mossad “art student” spy
operation around the country[11] had also been broken up around the same time.
Apparently, FoxNews had even broadcast a multi-part series on the latter topic[12] before
that expose was scuttled and “disappeared” under ADL pressure.

Although I wasn’t entirely sure about the credibility of those
claims, it did seem plausible that Mossad had known of the
attacks in advance and allowed them to proceed, recognizing the
huge benefits that Israel would derive from the anti-Arab
backlash. I think I was vaguely aware that Antiwar.com editorial
director Justin Raimondo had published The Terror Enigma, a
short book about some of those strange facts, bearing the
provocative subtitle “9/11 and the Israeli Connection,” but I never
considered reading it. In 2007, Counterpunch itself[13] published
a fascinating follow-up story[14] about the arrest of that group of
Israeli Mossad agents in NYC, who were caught filming and
apparently celebrating the plane attacks on that fateful day, and
the Mossad activity seemed to be far larger than I had previously
realized. But all these details remained a little fuzzy in my mind next to my overriding
concerns about wars in Iraq and Iran.

However, by the end of 2008 my focus had begun to change. Bush was leaving office
without having started an Iranian war, and America had successfully dodged the bullet of
an even more dangerous John McCain administration. I assumed that Barack Obama
would be a terrible president and he proved worse than my expectations, but I still
breathed a huge sigh of relief every day that he was in the White House.

Moreover, around that same time I'd stumbled across an astonishing detail of the 9/11
attacks that demonstrated the remarkable depths of my own ignorance. In a Counterpunch
article, I'd discovered that immediately following the attacks, the supposed terrorist
mastermind Osama bin Laden had publicly denied any involvement[15], even declaring
that no good Muslim would have committed such deeds.

Once I checked around a little and fully confirmed that fact[16], I was flabbergasted. 9/11
was not only the most successful terrorist attack in the history of the world, but may have
been greater in its physical magnitude than all past terrorist operations combined. The
entire purpose of terrorism is to allow a small organization to show the world that it can
inflict serious losses upon a powerful state, and I had never previously heard of any
terrorist leader denying his role in a successful operation, let alone the greatest in history.
Something seemed extremely wrong in the media-generated narrative that I had previously
accepted. I began to wonder if I had been as deluded as the tens of millions of Americans
in 2003 and 2004 who naively believed that Saddam had been the mastermind behind the
September 11th attacks. We live in a world of illusions generated by our media, and I
suddenly felt that I had noticed a tear in the paper-mache mountains displayed in the
background of a Hollywood sound-stage. If Osama was probably not the author of 9/11,
what other huge falsehoods had I blindly accepted?
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A couple of years later, I came across a very interesting column by Eric Margolis, a
prominent Canadian foreign policy journalist purged from the broadcast media for his
strong opposition to the Iraq War. He had long published a weekly column in the Toronto
Sun and when that tenure ended, he used his closing appearance to run a double-length
piece expressing his very strong doubts about the official 9/11 story[17], even noting that
the former director of Pakistani Intelligence insisted that Israel had been behind the
attacks.

I eventually discovered that in 2003 former German Cabinet Minister Andreas von Biilow
had published a best-selling book strongly suggesting[18] that the CIA rather than Bin
Laden was behind the attacks, while in 2007 former Italian President Francesco Cossiga
had similarly argued[19] that the CIA and the Israeli Mossad had been responsible,
claiming that fact was well known among Western intelligence agencies.

Over the years, all these discordant claims had gradually raised my suspicions about the
official 9/11 story to rather strong levels, but it was only very recently that I finally found
the time to begin to seriously investigate the subject and read eight or ten of the main 9/11
Truther books, mostly those by Prof. David Ray Griffin, the widely acknowledged leader in
that field. And his books, together with the writings of his numerous colleagues and allies,
revealed all sorts of very telling details, most of which had previously been unknown to me.
I was also greatly impressed by the sheer number of seemingly reputable individuals of no
apparent ideological bent who had become adherents of the 9/11 Truth movement over the
years.

When utterly astonishing claims of an extremely controversial
nature are made over a period of many years by numerous

are entirely ignored or suppressed but never effectively rebutted, g s
reasonable conclusions seem to point in an obvious direction. 9/11and |
Based on my very recent readings in this topic, the total number American Empire
of huge flaws in the official 9/11 story has now grown extremely m
long, probably numbering in the many dozens. Most of these - -
individual items seem reasonably likely and if we decide that even
just two or three of them are correct, we must totally reject the
official narrative that so many of us have believed for so long.

Now I am merely just an amateur in the complex intelligence craft of extracting nuggets of
truth from a mountain of manufactured falsehood. Although the arguments of the 9/11
Truth Movement seem quite persuasive to me, I would obviously have felt much more

https://www.unz.com/runz/seeking-9-11-truth-after-twenty-years/?display=footnoted

=
edited by David Ray Griffin and PelergaleScluF g

5/21


https://www.amazon.com/dp/1566566592/?tag=unco037-20

9/7/2021

Seeking 9/11 Truth After Twenty Years, by Ron Unz - The Unz Review

comfortable if they were seconded by an experienced professional, such as a top CIA
analyst. A few years ago, I was shocked to discover that was indeed the case.

William Christison had spent 29 years at the CIA[21], rising to become one of its senior
figures as Director of its Office of Regional and Political Analysis, with 200 research
analysts serving under him. In August 2006, he published a remarkable 2,700 word
article[22] explaining why he no longer believed the official 9/11 story and felt sure that
the 9/11 Commission Report constituted a cover-up, with the truth being quite different.
The following year, he provided a forceful endorsement to one of Griffin’s books[23],
writing that “[There’s] a strong body of evidence showing the official U.S. Government
story of what happened on September 11, 2001 to be almost certainly a monstrous series of
lies.” And Christison’s extreme 9/11 skepticism was seconded by that of many other highly
regarded former US intelligence professionals[24].

We might expect that if a former CIA intelligence officer of Christison’s rank were to
denounce the official 9/11 report as a fraud and a cover-up, such a story would constitute
front-page news. But it was never reported anywhere in our mainstream media, and I only
stumbled upon it a decade later.

Even our supposed “alternative” media outlets were nearly as silent. Throughout the
2000s, Christison and his wife Kathleen, also a former CIA analyst, had been regular
contributors to Counterpunch, publishing many dozens of articles there[25] and certainly
being its most highly credentialed writers on intelligence and national security matters. But
editor Alexander Cockburn refused to publish any of their 9/11 skepticism, so it never came
to my attention at the time. Indeed, when I mentioned Christison’s views to current
Counterpunch editor Jeffrey St. Clair a couple of years ago, he was stunned to discover that
the friend he had regarded so very highly had actually become a “9/11 Truther.” When
media organs serve as ideological gatekeepers, a condition of widespread ignorance
becomes unavoidable.

With so many gaping holes in the official story of the events of seventeen years ago, each of
us is free to choose to focus on those we personally consider most persuasive, and I have
several of my own. Danish Chemistry professor Niels Harrit was one of the scientists who
analyzed the debris of the destroyed buildings and detected the residual presence of nano-
thermite, a military-grade explosive compound, and I found him quite credible during his
hour-long interview[26] on Red Ice Radio. The notion that an undamaged hijacker
passport was found on an NYC street after the massive, fiery destruction of the skyscrapers
is totally absurd, as was the claim that the top hijacker conveniently lost his luggage at one
of the airports and it was found to contain a large mass of incriminating information. The
testimonies of the dozens of firefighters who heard explosions[27] just before the collapse
of the buildings seems totally inexplicable under the official account. The sudden total
collapse of Building Seven, never hit by any jetliners is also extremely implausible.

The 9/11 Attacks — Who Did It?
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Let us now suppose that the overwhelming weight of evidence is correct, and concur with
high-ranking former CIA intelligence analysts, distinguished academics, and experienced
professionals that the 9/11 attacks were not what they appeared to be. We recognize the
extreme implausibility that three huge skyscrapers in New York City suddenly collapsed at
free-fall velocity into their own footprints after just two of them were hit by airplanes, and
also that a large civilian jetliner probably did not strike the Pentagon leaving behind
absolutely no wreckage and only a small hole. What actually did happen, and more
importantly, who was responsible?

The first question is obviously impossible to answer without an honest and thorough
official investigation of the evidence. Until that occurs, we should not be surprised that
numerous, somewhat conflicting hypotheses have been advanced and debated within the
confines of the 9/11 Truth community. But the second question is probably the more
important and relevant one, and I think it has always represented a source of extreme
vulnerability to 9/11 Truthers.

The most typical approach, as generally followed in the numerous Griffin books, is to avoid
the issue entirely and focus solely on the gaping flaws in the official narrative. This is a
perfectly acceptable position but leaves all sorts of serious doubts. What organized group
would have been sufficiently powerful and daring to carry off an attack of such vast scale
against the central heart of the world’s sole superpower? And how were they possibly able
to orchestrate such a massively effective media and political cover-up, even enlisting the
participation of the U.S. government itself?

The much smaller fraction of 9/11 Truthers who choose to address this “whodunit”
question seem to be overwhelmingly concentrated among rank-and-file grassroots activists
rather than the prestigious experts, and they usually answer “inside job!” Their widespread
belief seems to be that the top political leadership of the Bush Administration, probably
including Vice President Dick Cheney and Defense Secretary Donald Rumsfeld, had
organized the terrorist attacks, either with or without the knowledge of their ignorant
nominal superior, President George W. Bush. The suggested motives included justifying
military attacks against various countries, supporting the financial interests of the powerful
oil industry and military-industrial complex, and enabling the destruction of traditional
American civil liberties. Since the vast majority of politically-active Truthers seem to come
from the far left of the ideological spectrum, they regard these notions as logical and
almost self-evident.

Although not explicitly endorsing those Truther conspiracies, filmmaker Michael Moore’s
leftist box office hit Fahrenheit 9/11 seemed to raise such similar suspicions. His small
budget documentary earned an astonishing $220 million by suggesting that the very close
business ties between the Bush family, Cheney, the oil companies, and the Saudis were
responsible for the Iraq War aftermath of the terrorist attacks, as well as the domestic
crackdown on civil liberties, which was part-and-parcel of the right-wing Republican
agenda.

Unfortunately, this apparently plausible picture seems to have
almost no basis in reality. During the drive to the Iraq War, I read
Times articles interviewing numerous top oil men in Texas who
expressed total puzzlement at why America was planning to attack
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Saddam, saying that they could only assume that President Bush P
knew something that they themselves did not. Saudi Arabian MES E AS

leaders were adamantly opposed to an American attack on Iraq,
and made every effort to prevent it. Prior to his joining the Bush
Administration, Cheney had served as CEO of Halliburton, an oil
services giant, and his firm had heavily lobbied for the lifting of
U.S. economic sanctions against Iraq. Prof. James Petras, a
scholar of strong Marxist leanings, published an excellent 2008
book entitled Zionism, Militarism, and the Decline of US Power in s
which he conclusively demonstrated that Zionist interests rather

than those of the oil industry had dominated the Bush ZIONISM’ MILITF\RISM
Administration in the wake of the 9/11 attacks, and promoted the =~ V™ DEC”NE d US POWER
Iraq War.

Author of THE POWER OF ISKAEL IN THE UNITED STATES

As for the Michael Moore film, I remember at the time sharing a laugh with a (Jewish)
friend of mine, both of us finding it ridiculous that a government so overwhelmingly
permeated by fanatically pro-Israel Neocons was being portrayed as being in thrall to the
Saudis. Not only did the plotline of Moore’s film demonstrate the fearsome power of
Jewish Hollywood, but its huge success suggested that most of the American public had
apparently never heard of the Neocons.

Bush critics properly ridiculed the president for his tongue-tied statement that the 9/11
terrorists had attacked America “for its freedoms” and Truthers have reasonably branded
as implausible the claims that the massive attacks were organized by a cave-dwelling
Islamic preacher. But the suggestion that they were led and organized by the top figures of
the Bush Administration seems even more preposterous.

Cheney and Rumsfeld had both spent decades as stalwarts of the moderate pro-business
wing of the Republican Party, each serving in top government positions and also as CEOs
of major corporations. The notion that they capped their careers by joining a new
Republican administration in early 2001 and almost immediately set about organizing a
gigantic false-flag terrorist attack upon the proudest towers of our largest city together with
our own national military headquarters, intending to kill many thousands of Americans in
the process, is too ridiculous to even be part of a leftist political satire.

Let’s step back a bit. In the entire history of the world, I can think of no documented case
in which the top political leadership of a country has launched a major false-flag attack
upon its own centers of power and finance and tried to kill large numbers of its own
people. The America of 2001 was a peaceful and prosperous country run by relatively bland
political leaders focused upon the traditional Republican goals of enacting tax-cuts for the
rich and reducing environmental regulations. Too many Truther activists have apparently
drawn their understanding of the world from the caricatures of leftist comic-books in
which corporate Republicans are all diabolical Dr. Evils, seeking to kill Americans out of
sheer malevolence, and Alexander Cockburn was absolutely correct to ridicule them[28] at
least on that particular score.

Consider also the simple practicalities of the situation. The gigantic nature of the 9/11
attacks as postulated by the Truth movement would have clearly required enormous
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planning and probably involved the work of many dozens or even hundreds of skilled
agents. Ordering CIA operatives or special military units to organize secret attacks against
civilian targets in Venezuela or Yemen is one thing, but directing them to mount attacks
against the Pentagon and the heart of New York City would be fraught with stupendous
risk.

Bush had lost the popular vote in November 2000 and had only reached the White House
because of a few dangling chads in Florida and the controversial decision of a deeply
divided Supreme Court. As a consequence, most of the American media regarded his new
administration with enormous hostility. If the first act of such a newly-sworn presidential
team had been ordering the CIA or the military to prepare attacks against New York City
and the Pentagon, surely those orders would have been regarded as issued by a group of
lunatics, and immediately leaked to the hostile national press.

The whole scenario of top American leaders being the masterminds behind 9/11 is beyond
ridiculous, and those 9/11 Truthers who make or imply such claims—doing so without a
single shred of solid evidence—have unfortunately played a major role in discrediting their
entire movement. In fact, the common meaning of the “inside job” scenario is so patently
absurd and self-defeating that one might even suspect that the claim was encouraged by
those seeking to discredit the entire 9/11 Truth movement as a consequence.

The focus on Cheney and Rumsfeld seems particularly ill-directed. Although I’'ve never met
nor had any dealings with either of those individuals, I was quite actively involved in DC
politics during the 1990s, and can say with some assurance that prior to 9/11, neither of
them were regarded as Neocons. Instead, they were the archetypical examples of moderate
business-type mainstream Republicans, stretching all the way back to their years at the top
of the Ford Administration during the mid-1970s.

Skeptics of this claim may note that they signed the 1997 declaration issued by the Project
for the New American Century[29] (PNAC), a leading Neocon foreign policy manifesto
organized by Bill Kristol, but I would regard that as something of a red herring. In DC
circles, individuals are always recruiting their friends to sign various declarations, which
may or may not be indicative of anything, and I remember Kristol trying to get me to sign
the PNAC statement as well. Since my private views on that issue were absolutely 100%
contrary to the Neocon position, which I regarded as foreign policy lunacy, I deflected his
request and very politely turned him down. But I was quite friendly with him at the time,
so if I had been someone without strong opinions in that area, I probably would have
agreed.

This raises a larger point. By 2000, the Neocons had gained almost total control of all the
major conservative/Republican media outlets and the foreign policy wings of nearly all the
similarly aligned thinktanks in DC, successfully purging most of their traditional
opponents. So although Cheney and Rumsfeld were not themselves Neocons, they were
swimming in a Neocon sea, with a very large fraction of all the information they received
coming from such sources and with their top aides such as “Scooter” Libby, Paul
Wolfowitz, and Douglas Feith being Neocons. Rumsfeld was already somewhat elderly
while Cheney had suffered several heart-attacks starting at age 37, so under those
circumstances it may have been relatively easy for them to be shifted toward certain policy
positions.
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Indeed, the entire demonization of Cheney and Rumsfeld in anti-Iraq War circles has
seemed somewhat suspicious to me. I always wondered whether the heavily Jewish liberal
media had focused its wrath upon those two individuals in order to deflect culpability from
the Jewish Neocons who were the obvious originators of that disastrous policy; and the
same may be true of the 9/11 Truthers, who probably feared accusations of anti-Semitism.
Regarding that former issue, a prominent Israeli columnist was characteristically blunt on
the matter in 2003, strongly suggesting that 25 Neocon intellectuals[30], nearly all of them
Jewish, were primarily responsible for the war. Under normal circumstances, the president
himself would have surely been portrayed as the evil mastermind behind the 9/11 plot, but
“W” was too widely known for his ignorance for such accusations to be credible.

It does seem entirely plausible that Cheney, Rumsfeld, and other top Bush leaders may
have been manipulated into taking certain actions that inadvertently fostered the 9/11 plot,
while a few lower-level Bush appointees might have been more directly involved, perhaps
even as outright conspirators. But I do not think this is the usual meaning of the “inside
job” accusation.

So where do we now stand? It seems very likely that the 9/11 attacks were the work of an
organization far more powerful and professionally-skilled than a rag-tag band of nineteen
random Arabs armed with box-cutters, but also that the attacks were very unlikely to have
been the work of the American government itself. So who actually attacked our country on
that fateful day seventeen years ago, killing thousands of our fellow citizens?

Effective intelligence operations are concealed in a hall of mirrors, often extremely difficult
for outsiders to penetrate, and false-flag terrorist attacks certainly fall into this category.
But if we apply a different metaphor, the complexities of such events may be seen as a
Gordian Knot, almost impossible to disentangle, but vulnerable to the sword-stroke of
asking the simple question “Who benefited?”

America and most of the world certainly did not, and the disastrous legacies of that fateful
day have transformed our own society and wrecked many other countries. The endless
American wars soon unleashed have already cost us many trillions of dollars and set our
nation on the road to bankruptcy while killing or displacing many millions of innocent
Middle Easterners. Most recently, that resulting flood of desperate refugees has begun
engulfing Europe, and the peace and prosperity of that ancient continent is now under
severe threat.

Our traditional civil liberties and constitutional protections have been drastically eroded,
with our society having taken long steps toward becoming an outright police state.
American citizens now passively accept unimaginable infringements on their personal
freedoms, all originally begun under the guise of preventing terrorism.

I find it difficult to think of any country in the world that clearly gained as a result of the
9/11 attacks and America’s military reaction, with one single, solitary exception.

During 2000 and most of 2001, America was a peaceful prosperous country, but a certain
small Middle Eastern nation had found itself in an increasingly desperate situation. Israel
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then seemed to be fighting for its life against the massive waves of domestic terrorism that
constituted the Second Palestinian Intifada.

Ariel Sharon was widely believed to have deliberately provoked that uprising in September
2000 by marching to the Temple Mount backed by a thousand armed police, and the
resulting violence and polarization of Israeli society had successfully installed him as Prime
Minister in early 2001. But once in office, his brutal measures failed to end the wave of
continuing attacks, which increasingly took the form of suicide-bombings against civilian
targets. Many believed that the violence might soon trigger a huge outflow of Israeli
citizens, perhaps producing a death-spiral for the Jewish state. Iraq, Iran, Libya, and other
major Muslim powers were supporting the Palestinians with money, rhetoric, and
sometimes weaponry, and Israeli society seemed close to crumbling. I remember hearing
from some of my DC friends that numerous Israeli policy experts were suddenly seeking
berths at Neocon thinktanks so that they could relocate to America.

Sharon was a notoriously bloody and reckless leader, with a long history of undertaking
strategic gambles of astonishing boldness, sometimes betting everything on a single roll of
the dice. He had spent decades seeking the Prime Ministership, but having finally obtained
it, he now had his back to the wall, with no obvious source of rescue in sight.

The 9/11 attacks changed everything. Suddenly the world’s sole superpower was fully
mobilized against Arab and Muslim terrorist movements, especially those connected with
the Middle East. Sharon’s close Neocon political allies in America used the unexpected
crisis as an opportunity to seize control of America’s foreign policy and national security
apparatus, with an NSA staffer later reporting that Israeli generals freely roamed the halls
of the Pentagon without any security controls. Meanwhile, the excuse of preventing
domestic terrorism was used to implement newly centralized American police controls that
were soon employed to harass or even shut down various anti-Zionist political
organizations. One of the Israeli Mossad agents arrested by the police in New York City as
he and his fellows were celebrating the 9/11 attacks and producing a souvenir film of the
burning World Trade Center towers told the officers that “We are Israelis...Your problems
are our problems.” And so they immediately became.

General Wesley Clark reported that soon after the 9/11 attacks he was informed that a
secret military plan had somehow come into being under which America would attack and
destroy seven major Muslim countries over the next few years[31], including Iraq, Iran,
Syria, and Libya, which coincidentally were all of Israel’s strongest regional adversaries
and the leading supporters of the Palestinians. As America began to expend enormous
oceans of blood and treasure attacking all of Israel’s enemies after 9/11, Israel itself no
longer needed to do so. Partly as a consequence, almost no other nation in the world has so
enormously improved its strategic and economic situation during the last seventeen years,
even while a large fraction of the American population has become completely
impoverished during that same period and our national debt has grown to insurmountable
levels. A parasite can often grow fat even as its host suffers and declines.

I have emphasized that for many years after the 9/11 attacks I paid little attention to the
details and had only the vaguest notion that there even existed an organized 9/11 Truth
movement. But if someone had ever convinced me that the terrorist attacks had been false-
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flag operations and someone other than Osama had been responsible, my immediate guess
would have been Israel and its Mossad.

Certainly no other nation in the world can remotely match Israel’s track-record of
remarkably bold high-level assassinations and false-flag attacks, terrorist and otherwise,
against other countries, even including America and its military. Furthermore, the
enormous dominance of Jewish and pro-Israel elements in the American establishment
media and increasingly that of many other major countries in the West has long ensured
that even when the solid evidence of such attacks was discovered, very few ordinary
Americans would ever hear those facts.

Once we accept that the 9/11 attacks were probably a false-flag operation, a central clue to
the likely perpetrators has been their extraordinary success in ensuring that such a wealth
of enormously suspicious evidence has been totally ignored by virtually the entire
American media, whether liberal or conservative, left-wing or right-wing.

In the particular case at hand, the considerable number of zealously pro-Israel Neocons
situated just beneath the public surface of the Bush Administration in 2001 could have
greatly facilitated both the successful organization of the attacks and their effective cover-
up and concealment, with Libby, Wolfowitz, Feith, and Richard Perle being merely the
most obvious names. Whether such individuals were knowing conspirators or merely had
personal ties allowing them to be exploited in furthering the plot is entirely unclear.

Most of this information must surely have long been apparent to knowledgeable observers,
and I strongly suspect that many individuals who had paid much greater attention than
myself to the details of the 9/11 attacks may have quickly formed a tentative conclusion
along these same lines. But for obvious social and political reasons, there is a great
reluctance to publicly point the finger of blame towards Israel on a matter of such
enormous magnitude. Hence, except for a few fringe activists here and there, such dark
suspicions remained private.

Meanwhile, the leaders of the 9/11 Truth movement probably feared they would be
destroyed by media accusations of deranged anti-Semitism if they had ever expressed even
a hint of such ideas. This political strategy may have been necessary, but by failing to name
any plausible culprit, they created a vacuum that was soon filled by “useful idiots” who
shouted “inside job!” while pointing an accusing finger toward Cheney and Rumsfeld, and
thereby did so much to discredit the entire 9/11 Truth movement.

This unfortunate conspiracy of silence finally ended in 2009 when Dr. Alan Sabrosky,
former Director of Studies at the US Army War College, stepped forward and publicly
declared[32] that the Israeli Mossad had very likely been responsible for the 9/11 attacks,
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writing a series of columns on the subject, and eventually presenting his views in a number
of media interviews, along with additional analyses[33].

Obviously, such explosive charges never reached the pages of my morning Times, but they
did receive considerable if transitory coverage in portions of the alternative media, and I
remember seeing the links very prominently featured at Antiwar.com and widely discussed
elsewhere. I had never previously heard of Sabrosky, so I consulted my archiving system
and immediately discovered that he had a perfectly respectable record[34] of publication
on military affairs in mainstream foreign policy periodicals and had also held a series of
academic appointments at prestigious institutions. Reading one or two of his articles on
9/11, I felt he made a rather persuasive case for Mossad involvement, with some of his
information already known to me but much of it not.

Since I was very busy with my software work and had never spent any time investigating
9/11 or reading any of the books on the topic, my belief in his claims back then was
obviously quite tentative. But now that I have finally looked into the subject in much
greater detail and done a great deal of reading, I think it seems quite likely that his 2009
analysis was entirely correct.

I would particularly recommend his long 2011 interview on Iranian Press TV, which I first
watched just a couple of days ago. He came across as highly credible and forthright in his
claims:

He also provided a pugnacious conclusion in a much longer 2010 radio interview:[35]

Sabrosky focused much of his attention upon a particular segment of a Dutch documentary
film on the 9/11 attacks produced several years earlier. In that fascinating interview, a
professional demolition expert named Danny Jowenko who was largely ignorant of the 9/11
attacks immediately identified the filmed collapse of WTC Building 7 as a controlled-
demolition, and the remarkable clip was broadcast worldwide on Press TV and widely
discussed across the Internet.

And by a very strange coincidence, just three days after Jowenko’s broadcast video
interview had received such heavy attention, he had the misfortune to die in a frontal
collision with a tree in Holland[36]. I'd suspect that the community of professional
demolition experts is a small one, and Jowenko’s surviving industry colleagues may have
quickly concluded that serious misfortune might visit those who rendered controversial
expert opinions on the collapse of the three World Trade Center towers.

Meanwhile, the ADL soon mounted a huge and largely successful[37] effort to have Press
TV banned in the West for promoting “anti-Semitic conspiracy theories,” even persuading
YouTube to entirely eliminate the huge video archive of those past shows, notably
including Sabrosky’s long interview.

Most recently, Sabrosky provided an hour-long presentation at this June’s Deep Truth
video panel conference[38], during which he expressed considerable pessimism about
America’s political predicament, and suggested that the Zionist control over our politics
and media had grown even stronger over the last decade.
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His discussion was soon rebroadcast by Guns & Butter[39], a prominent progressive radio
program, which as a consequence was soon purged from its home station[40] after
seventeen years of great national popularity and strong listener support.

The late Alan Hart[41], a very distinguished British broadcast journalist and foreign
correspondent, also broke his silence in 2010[42] and similarly pointed to the Israelis as
the likely culprits behind the 9/11 attacks. Those interested may wish to listen to his
extended interview[43].

Journalist Christopher Bollyn was one of the first writers to
explore the possible Israeli links to the 9/11 attacks, and the SOLVING 9-11

THE DECEPTION THAT CHANGED THE WORLD

details contained in his long series of newspaper articles are often
quoted by other researchers. In 2012, he gathered together this
material and published it in the form of a book entitled Solving 9-
11, thereby making his information on the possible role of the
Israeli Mossad available to a much wider audience, with a version
being available online[44]. Unfortunately his printed volume
severely suffers from the typical lack of resources available to the
writers on the political fringe, with poor organization and frequent
repetition of the same points due to its origins in a set of
individual articles, and this may diminish its credibility among
some readers. So those who purchase it should be forewarned
about these serious stylistic weaknesses.

Probably a much better compendium of the very extensive
evidence pointing to the Israeli hand behind the 9/11 attacks has
been more recently provided by French writer Laurent Guyénot,
both in his 2017 book JFK-9/11: 50 Years of the Deep State and
also his 8,500 word article “9/11 was an Israeli Job”[45],
published concurrently with this one and providing a far greater
wealth of detail than is contained here. While I would not
necessarily endorse all of his claims and arguments, his overall
analysis seems fully consistent with my own.

LAURENT COUYENOT

These writers have provided a great deal of material in support of
the Israeli Mossad Hypothesis, but I would focus attention on just one important point. We
would normally expect that terrorist attacks resulting in the complete destruction of three
gigantic office buildings in New York City and an aerial assault on the Pentagon would be
an operation of enormous size and scale, involving very considerable organizational
infrastructure and manpower. In the aftermath of the attacks, the US government
undertook great efforts to locate and arrest the surviving Islamic conspirators, but scarcely
managed to find a single one. Apparently, they had all died in the attacks themselves or
otherwise simply vanished into thin air.

But without making much effort at all, the American government
did quickly round up and arrest some 200 Israeli Mossad
agents[46], many of whom had been based in exactly the same
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geographical locations as the purported 19 Arab hijackers.
Furthermore, NYC police arrested some of these agents while they
were publicly celebrating the 9/11 attacks[47], and others were
caught driving vans in the New York area containing explosives or
their residual traces. Most of these Mossad agents refused to
answer any questions, and many of those who did failed polygraph
tests, but under massive political pressure all were eventually
released and deported back to Israel. A couple of years ago, much
of this information was very effectively presented in a short video
available on YouTube.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2XHm5602NTI

There is another fascinating tidbit that I have very rarely seen

mentioned. Just a month after the 9/11 attacks, two Israelis were caught sneaking weapons
and explosives into the Mexican Parliament building, a story that naturally produced
several banner-headlines in leading Mexican newspapers at the time but which was greeted
by total silence in the American media. Eventually, under massive political pressure, all
charges were dropped and the Israeli agents were deported back home. This remarkable
incident was only reported on a small Hispanic-activist website[48], and discussed in a few
other places[49]. Some years ago I easily found the scanned front pages of the Mexican
newspapers reporting those dramatic events on the Internet, but I can no longer easily
locate them. The details are obviously somewhat fragmentary and possibly garbled, but
certainly quite intriguing.

One might speculate that if supposed Islamic terrorists had followed up their 9/11 attacks
by attacking and destroying the Mexican parliament building a month later, Latin
American support for America’s military invasions in the Middle East would have been
greatly magnified. Furthermore, any scenes of such massive destruction in the Mexican
capital by Arab terrorists would surely have been broadcast non-stop on Univision,
America’s dominant Spanish-language network, fully solidifying Hispanic support for
President Bush’s military endeavors.

Although my growing suspicions about the 9/11 attacks stretch back a decade or more, my
serious investigation of the topic is quite recent, so I am certainly a newcomer to the field.
But sometimes an outsider can notice things that may escape the attention of those who
have spent so many years deeply immersed in a given topic.

From my perspective, a huge fraction of the 9/11 Truth community spends far too much of
its time absorbed in the particular details of the attacks, debating the precise method by
which the World Trade Center towers in New York were brought down or what actually
struck the Pentagon. But these sorts of issues seem of little ultimate significance.

I would argue that the only important aspect of such technical issues is whether the overall
evidence is sufficiently strong to establish the falsehood of the official 9/11 narrative and
also demonstrate that the attacks must have been the work of a highly sophisticated
organization with access to advanced military technology rather than a rag-tag band of 19
Arabs armed with box-cutters. Beyond that, none of those details matter.
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In that regard, I believe that the volume of factual material collected by determined
researchers over the last seventeen years has easily met that requirement, perhaps even ten
or twenty times over. For example, even agreeing upon a single particular item such as the
clear presence of nano-thermite, a military-grade explosive compound, would immediately
satisfy those two criteria. So I see little point in endless debates over whether nano-
thermite was used, or nano-thermite plus something else, or just something else entirely.
And such complex technical debates may serve to obscure the larger picture, while
confusing and intimidating any casually-interested onlookers, thereby being quite counter-
productive to the overall goals of the 9/11 Truth movement.

Once we have concluded that the culprits were part of a highly sophisticated organization,
we can then focus on the Who and the Why, which surely would be of greater importance
than the particular details of the How. Yet currently all the endless debate over the How
tends to crowd out the Who and the Why, and I wonder whether this unfortunate situation
might even be intentional.

Perhaps one reason is that once sincere 9/11 Truthers do focus on those more important
questions, the vast weight of the evidence clearly points in a single direction, implicating
Israel and its Mossad intelligence service, with the case being overwhelmingly strong in
motive, means, and opportunity. And leveling accusations of blame at Israel and its
domestic collaborators for the greatest attack ever launched against America on our own
soil entails enormous social and political risks.

But such difficulties must be weighed against the reality of three thousand American
civilian lives and the subsequent seventeen years of our multi-trillion-dollar wars, which
have produced tens of thousands of dead or wounded American servicemen and the death
or displacement of many millions of innocent Middle Easterners.

The members of the 9/11 Truth movement must therefore ask themselves whether or not
“Truth” is indeed the central goal of their efforts.
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