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SUNUS

2005 yilini Afrika'ya agilim yili ilan eden Tlrkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin bu konuda isabetli bir karar
aldig1 gecen bir yillik zaman iginde acik bir sekilde anlasildi. Basta Avrupa Birligi, G8 ve islam
Konferansi Teskilati gibi uluslararasi kuruluslar olmak Gzere Amerika Birlesik Devletleri, Rusya,
ingiltere, Fransa, Hindistan ve Cin gibi diinyanin gelecegi tizerinde biiylk niifuz tesisi igin
ugrasan gugclu devletler yaninda Turkiye gibi her gegcen gln ¢evresinde giderek glglenen bir
ulkenin Afrika Ulkeleri ile pek ¢ok alanda yeni bir igbirligi baslatmasi buyuk bir adim olarak kabul
edilmektedir.

Osmanli Devleti'nin dnce Asya'da baslattigi, ardindan Avrupa ve Afrika kitalarinda geniglettigi
sinirlari ve buralarda kurdugu idareler ¢ok sayida ginimuizin modern devletinin kurulusuna
ciddi bir katki saglamistir. Tlrkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin uzun yillar 6nce tesebblus ettigi ve icinde
bulundugumuz yillarda geldigi noktada Avrupa Birligi icerisinde tam Uye olarak yer almak icin
surdlrdigid micadelesinde son asamaya gelinmis bulunuyor.

Bdylesine 6nemli bir dénemde bir taraftan Asya Ulkeleriyle minasebetlerini giderek artirmasi
olmazsa olmaz bir zaruret iken diger taraftan Afrika Glkeleriyle de yeni bir acilim baslatarak
bunu en Ust dlzeyde gergeklestirdigi calismalarla strdirmesi biyuk bir gelismedir. Bundan
bdyle Turkiye Cumhuriyeti Asya, Avrupa ve Afrika kitalari arasinda yeni, glvenilir, istikrarli,
gelecek icin Umit vaat eden ciddi bir kdpri olma yolunda ilerlemektedir.

Afrika kitasi uzun yillardir diinya gindemini biraz da maksatli olarak yayilan menfi imajlariyla
isgal etmekteyse de aslinda pek ¢ok gercegin gozardi edildigi bilinmektedir. Oysaki Afrika'nin
kendi kaderinde birinci derece rol alan bizzat Afrikalilar basta olmak tzere kendilerini pek ¢ok
sikintili alandaki micadelelerinde samimi olarak destekleyen uluslararasi kurulusglarin elde
ettikleri kazanimlari gundeme gelmemektedir. 53 Ulkenin Uyesi bulunan Afrika Birligi'nin
oncuiliginde NEPAD ve SIN-SAD gibi mahalli bitliinlesme hareketlerinin son yillardaki faaliyetleri
gelecek icin bizleri Gmitvar etmektedirler.

Son yillarda Turkiye'den Afrika'ya baslayan ve giderek artan pek ¢ok alandaki resmi ziyaretler
yaninda 6zel girisimcilerin her gegen gun bu kita Ulkelerine yaptiklari is seyahatleri sonucu yeni
yatirirm imkanlari elde etmeleriyle 6nemli bir mesafe alindi§i kanaatindeyim. 1970'li yillarin
sonunda Kuzey Afrika Ulkeleriyle baglayan ve giinimuzde kitanin pek ¢ok Ulkesinde yayilarak
devam eden buyuk yatirirm imkanlari sayesinde Ulkemize buyUk girdiler saglandi.

Simdilerde ise Sahra'nin guneyindeki tlkeler ilgi odagi haline geldiler. Cunku Afrika deyince
Sahra altinda yer alan 40'in Uzerindeki Ulkeler akla gelmektedir. SOmurgeciligin ardindan kurulan
bu kadar ¢ok Ulkenin her birinin kendine has birer milli kimlik olusturma mucadelesi henlz
tamamlanamadi. Ama uzun vadede Afrika Birligi'ni Afrika Birlesik Devletleri'ne dénustirme
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girigsimleri muspet netice verdigi takdirde o zaman Afrikalilik kimligi ve vatandashginin 6n plana
cikariimasi kaginiimazdir.

Afrika yagli bir kita degildir, ama yorgundur. Ama Afrikalilarin tabiriyle “gen¢” bir kitadir. Devamli
bir hareketlilik icerisinde olup sahip oldugu yer alti ve yer Ustl kaynaklariyla dinyanin dev
sirketlerini buraya ¢cekmektedir.

Tarkiye'de ilk defa TASAM'in koordinatorliginde, Disisleri Bakanhgi, Kultir Bakanligi, Tark
isbirligi ve Kalkinma idaresi (TIKA), Tirkiye Bilimsel ve Teknik Arastirma Kurumu (TUBITAK)
ve Fly Air isbirliginde tertiplenen “Birinci Uluslararasi Turk-Afrika Kongresi” tlkemizin Afrika
kitasiyla bir taraftan tarihi baglarina vurgu yaparken diger taraftan gelecekte yeni siyasi,
ekonomik ve sosyo-kulturel imkanlarin olusturulmasina katki saglamak amaciyla dizenlenmistir.
Kongrenin planlanmasi, organizasyonu ve icrasinda blyuk fedakarlikta bulunan butin TASAM
personelimize katkilarindan dolayi tesekklr ederim.

23-24 Kasim 2005 tarihlerinde gerceklesen bu kongre ile tlkemiz Afrika konusunda tarih,
medeniyet, ekonomi, uluslararasi iliskiler, gtvenlik, sosyo-kultirel alanlarda ¢ok sayida
konusmaciya ev sahipligi yapti. Ayrica Glkemizde sayilari az olmakla birlikte bu kita hakkinda
bilgi birikimi ve hayat tecribesi olan siyaset, ilim ve diplomasi alanlarindan konugsmacilarin
istiraki saglandi. Ankara'da bulunan sekiz Afrika biylkelciliginin bu kongreye yakin ilgileri ise
umut verici bir gelisme oldu.

Afrika'nin Bruksel'i olma yolunda ilerleyen Etyopya'nin baskenti Addis Abeba'daki Afrika Birligi
de bu kongreye seref misafiri olarak 53 Ulkeyi temsil eden baskanlariyla istirak ettiler. Afrika
Birligi Komisyonu Baskani Alpha Oumar KONARE ve islam Diinyasini temsilen islam Konferansi
Orgiitii Genel Sekreteri Prof. Dr. Ekmeleddin IHSANOGLU katilarak birer konusma yaptilar.
Tirk Disisleri Bakani ve Bagbakan Yardimcisi Dog. Dr. Abdullah GUL'iin acilis konusmasinda
ifade ettigi gibi insanligin “Afrika'ya borcu vardir’ ve TASAM olarak tlkemizde bir ilki gerceklestirerek
bu borcun 6denmesi yonunde en dnemli adimlardan birisini attigimizi digindyorum. Bundan
bdyle Afrika bizi beklemeyecek biz de bu kitayi. Clnkl kdpriler gelecek igin kuruldu ve bundan
sonra bu yolda gayretle ylrimek hepimizin gérevidir. 2005 Afrika'ya Acilim Yili'ni gelecek igin
bir hareket noktasi kabul edip TASAM olarak faaliyetlerimizi genis bir perspektif icinde ve ciddi
manada sinerji olusturacak stratejiler belirleyerek yuritmeyi hedefliyoruz.

Kongrenin sonugclarinin, Tlrkiye ile Afrika Ulkeleri arasindaki minasebetlerin tarihi baglari da
g6z dnunde bulundurarak yeni bir gelecek i¢in ciddi katki saglayacagini imit ediyor, Ulkemize
hayirli olmasini diliyorum.

Suleyman SENSOY
TASAM Baskani

TASAM 4



I. ULUSLARARASI TURK-AFRIKA KONGRESI
SONUG RAPORU

1. KONGREN«N KONUSU

Birinci Uluslararasi Turk Afrika Kongresi

2. KONGREN«N KOORD«NATORU
Kongrenin koordinatoru Turkasya Stratejik Arastirmalar Merkezi (TASAM)'dir.

TASAM stratejik arastirmalarin Gnemini kavrayan, tlkemizin bu konudaki ihtiyaglarini karsilamayi
amaclayan mutesebbis, bilim adamlari ve arastirmacilarin bir araya geldigi 6zel bir kurumdur.

TASAM'In amaci; diinyadaki gelismeleri takip ederek, Turkiye'nin ikili, bdlgesel ve ¢ok tarafl
uluslararasi iligkilerine; tariht, kultdrel, siyasi, iktisadi, hukuki, sosyolojik ve jeopolitik yapisina;
icteki siyasi, ekonomik, sosyo-kiiltirel problemlerine yonelik bilimsel arastirmalar, incelemeler,

analizler ve degerlendirmeler yaparak, karar alicilara gergekgci, dinamik, yaratici, etkin ¢ézimler
ve karar secenekleri Gretmektedir.

TASAM 6zel ve bagimsiz bir merkez olarak, arastirma ihtiyaci icerisinde olan Ttrkiye ve yabanci
Ulkelerdeki 6zel kuruluglara ve kamu kurumlarina sponsorluk ya da ticari sézlegsmeler karsiliginda
hizmet veren ve mali anlamda varligini bu yolla sirdtren bir kurumdur.

3. KONGREYE DESTEK SALAYAN KURUMLAR

Kongre Disisleri Bakanhgi, Kiltir Bakanhg, Turk isbirligi ve Kalkinma idaresi (TIKA), Turkiye
Bilimsel ve Teknik Arastirma Kurumu (TUBITAK) ve Fly Air'in destekleriyle gergeklestiriimistir.

4. KONGREN«N YAPILDU YER

Grand Cevahir Kongre Merkezi,

Dariilaceze Cad. OKMEYDANI SiSLi/ISTANBUL
Tel: 0212314 42 42

Faks: 0212 314 42 44

5. KONGREN<«N TAR<H«

23-24 Kasim 2005
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6. KONGREYE KATILANLAR

Kongreye basta Afrika Birligi Komisyonu Bagkani Alpha Omar Konare, Bagbakan Yardimcisi
ve Disisleri Bakani Dog. Dr. Abdullah Giil ve islam Konferansi Orgiitli Genel Sekreteri Prof. Dr.
Ekmeleddin ihsanoglu olmak (zere Afrikal Ulkelerin Tirkiye'de bulunan diplomatik misyon
temsilcileri, bélgede faaliyet gosteren ve gelecekte is kurmak isteyen isadamlari ve 6zel sektor
temsilcileri, 6gretim Uyeleri, Universite dgrencileri, sivil toplum kuruluslari temsilcileri ve ¢ok
saylda basin mensubu olmak Uzere 270 - 300 kisi katiimigtir.

7. KONGRENN PROGRAMI

Ac>fl Konuflmalar»

TASAM Bagkani Suleyman SENSOY

iKO Genel Sekreteri Prof. Dr. Ekmeleddin IHSANOGLU
Disisleri Bakani ve Basbakan Yardimcisi Dog. Dr. Abdullah GUL
Afrika Birligi Komisyonu Baskani Alpha Oumar KONARE

Birinci Oturum: Afrika Tarihine Genel Bakofl

Oturum Esbaskanlari:

Prof. Dr. Abdurrahman CAYCI, Hacettepe Universitesi, Emekli Ogretim Uyesi
M. Hasan Ahmed El-Hac, Sudan Bulyukelgisi

1. Osmanl> Oncesi Afrika
Prof. Dr. Abdurrahman CAYCI, Hacettepe Universitesi, Emekli Ogretim Uyesi

2. Osmanl» Dénemi Afrika
Prof. Dr. Tayeb CHENNTOUF, Vehran es-Senia Universitesi, Cezayir
Prof. Dr. Jillali El ADNANI , Agadir Universitesi, Fas

3. Sémilirgecilik Dénemi Afrika
Dog. Dr. Ahmet KAVAS, TASAM Afrika Projesi Yéneticisi/ISAM Arastirmacisi

<kinci Oturum: 21. Yiizy>lda Afrika

Oturum Esbaskanlari:
L. M. Sobizana MNGQIKANA, Guney Afrika Cumhuriyeti Buyukelgisi

1. Gliniimliz Afrika'ssna Genel Bakfl
Hifzi TOPUZ, Gazeteci - UNESCO

2. Uluslararas <liflkilerde Afrika
Doc. Dr. Bulent ARAS, TASAM Proje Yoneticisi
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3. Afrika’n»n Ekonomik Potansiyeli ve Yat:r»m «mkanlar
Yard. Dog. Dr. Sedat AYBAR, Kadir Has Universitesi Ogretim Uyesi

4. D>fl Yardymlarn Afrika'nsn Kalksnmas>ndaki Rolii ve Etkinli€i (Sorunlar ve Céziim Onerileri)
Zahra NURU, Birlesmis Milletler Genel Sekreterligi YUksek Temsilci Bagdanismani
Prof. Seithy Loth CHACHAGE, Dar es Salam Universitesi, Tanzanya

5. Afrika'da Giivenlik Sorunlan, Avrupa'ya Yans>malar ve Céziim Onerileri
Yrd. Dog. Dr. Kenan DAGCI, Kocaeli Universitesi Ogretim Uyesi

Ugiincii Oturum: Tiirkiye - Afrika diflkileri

Oturum Bagkan:

Prof. Dr. Hasret COMAK, Kocaeli Universitesi Iktisat Fakiiltesi Dekani, Uluslararasi iliskiler
Bolum Baskani

1. Siyasi <liflkiler

Blyukelci Can ALTAN, Digisleri Bakanligi

Prof. Dr. Yusuf FADL, Hartum Universitesi, Tirkiye Calismalari Dairesi Bagkani

2. Kalkonma «flbirli€i
(E.) Kur. Kd. Alb. Ali CANKAYA, TiKA Strateji Gelistirme, Planlama ve Koordinasyon Baskani

3. Ekonomik «liflkiler
Cem TOPBAS, Dis Ticaret Musaviri

4. Sosyokdiltiirel «liflkiler
Prof. Dr. Muhammed BAKARI (Kenya), Fatih Universitesi

5. Tlrkiye'deki Afrikablar
Prof. Dr. Orhan KURAL, ITU Ogretim Uyesi, Benin Fahri Konsolosu
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8. KONGRE ACILIfi KONUfiMALARI

Kongrede TASAM Baskani Siileyman SENSQY, islam Konferansi Orgiitii Genel Sekreteri Prof.
Dr. Ekmeleddin IHSANOGLU, Disisleri Bakani ve Bagbakan Yardimcisi Dog. Dr. Abdullah GUL
ve Afrika Birligi Komisyonu Baskani Alpha Oumar KONARE birer agilis konusmasi yapmislardir.

TASAM Bagkani Suleyman SENSQY . Uluslararasi Turk-Afrika Kongresi'nin agilis konugsmasini
yaparken, kisa zamanda TUrkiye'nin uluslararasi alanda giderek artan 6énemine binaen kurum
olarak Avrupa Birligi, Asya Ulkeleri ve son olarak Afrika konusunda kurduklari ¢alisma gruplarindan
bahsettiler. Bunlar:

“...AB calisma Grubu, Kiresel ve Bolgesel Gu¢ Merkezleri Calisma Grubu, Afrika Calisma
Grubu, Kafkasya Orta Asya, Ortadogu Calisma Grubu gibi su anda kurulu 10 tane ¢alisma
grubumuz var. Turkiye'nin hem icteki meseleleriyle ilgili hem de distaki konjonkturle ilgili
calismalar yapiyoruz....”

CUnku “...Bugln dunyanin Bati blogu ki 6zellikle AB ve ABD, Asya ve Afrika Uzerinde galismaktadir.
Dunyanin bitlin gelecegdi ve dogal kaynaklari Asya ve Afrika'dadir...” seklinde konugmalarina
devam ettiler

Yakin gelecekte TASAM olarak Afrika Calisma Grubunu Afrika Arastirmalari Enstitiisi'ne
donustureceklerinin de mujdesini bu kongre vesilesiyle kamuoyuna duyurmus oldular.

57 islam Ulkesi adina kongremizi tesrif eden Prof. Dr. Ekmeleddin IHSANOGLU temsil ettigi
islam Konferansi Orgiti'nin (IKO) 57 lyesinden 27'sinin Afrika Ulkesi oldugunu belirttiler. IKO
icerisinde bulylk bir agirhgi olan Afrika Glkelerinin gelecekte de bu agirliklarini hissettireceklerdir.

Ayrica, “Yogun uluslararasi rekabetin sekillendirdigi bdylesi kiresel bir ortamda ve kuresellesme
ve liberallesmenin hayatin gercekleri oldugu dikkate alindiginda, islam Konferansi Orgiiti (IKO)
Uyesi Ulkeler de dahil olmak Uzere gelismekte olan ulkeler, varliklarini sirdirmenin ve bu
surecten faydalanmak amaciyla hayat sartlarini iyilestirmenin yollarini bulmalidirlar. Bu amagla,
ortaya konabilecek ¢6zim yollarindan biri, bu Ulkeler arasinda ekonomik igbirligini artirmaktir.
Bu baglamda, TASAM'in koordinatérliglinde organize edilen Birinci Uluslararasi Turk-Afrika
Kongresi'nin Turkiye ile Afrika Ulkeleri arasinda ekonomik ve ticari baglarin gticlendiriimesi igin
pragmatik ve uygulanabilir yollar da sunacagina inantyorum.” diyerek kongrenin dnemi Uzerinde
ciddi bir vurguda bulundular.

Turk Disigleri Bakani ve Bagbakan Yardimcisi Dog. Dr. Abdullah GUL ise yaptigi acilis
konusmasinda “...Tlrkiye'nin Afrika kitasiyla olan baglari, Osmanli imparatorlugu dénemine
kadar uzanmaktadir. TUrkler, bu kitayla geleneksel olarak iyi iliskiler igcinde bulunmuslardir. Turk
halki ile Afrika halklari arasinda derin insani, manevi, kulttrel ve siyasi baglar kurulmustur...”
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seklinde gecmise dayanan gok guglu tarihi baglar bulundugunu belirttiler. Yine “1960'h yillarda,
Tlrkiye bagimsizliklarina kavusan tim yeni Afrika Ulkelerini tanimigtir. Bunlarla diplomatik
iliskiler kurmus ve birgogunda buyukelgilik agmistir. Bugtin Afrika kitasinin genelinde 12
blayukelciligimiz ve 20'yi askin fahri baskonsoloslugumuz bulunmaktadir.” diyerek Afrika ile
iliskilerimizin her gecen gun arttigini ve 12 Nisan 2005 tarihinde Afrika Birligi binyesinde
Tuarkiye'ye gézlemci statlist verilmesinden duyduklari memnuniyeti ve dolayisiyla bu konudaki
katkilarindan dolayi Afrika Birligi Komisyonu Bagkani Alpha Oumar KONARE'ye tesekkur ettiler.

Birinci Uluslararasi Turk-Afrika Kongresi'nin son agis konusmasini yapan Afrika Birligi Komisyonu
Baskani Alpha Oumar KONARE ise bu kongre vesilesiyle Afrika Birligi'nin kuruldugu 1963
yilindan bugtine kadar ilk defa baskan seviyesinde Turkiye'ye bir ziyaret gerceklestirmis olmasinin
memnuniyetini ifade ettiler. “30 milyon kilometre karelik yuzdlgimuyle Afrika kitasi bugin Cin,
Hindistan, bitiin Avrupa Ulkeleri, Kuzey Amerika Glkeleri ve Arjantin'i icine alacak genislikte
topraklara sahiptir. 53 Uyesiyle Afrika Birligi Birlesmis Milletler'deki tye Ulkelerin ylizde otuzuna
sahiptir ve alinacak kararlarin kabull veya reddi konusunda yaptirim gicune sahiptir. Dinya
medyasinda Afrika kitasindan verilen AIDS, aclik, sefalet, fakirlik, Ruanda, Cezayir, Sudan gibi
pek ¢ok Uye ulkenin yasadidi i¢ kavgalar ve bazi komsu Ulkeler arasinda yasanan gerginliklerle
ilgili géruntuler ve haberler genel manada Afrika imajini olusturmaktadir. Bunlar Afrika'da varligi
inkar edilmeyen gerceklerdir. Ama butin bunlarin sebepleri bizzat Afrikalilar degillerdir. Tamami
somurgecilik déneminin ve 6zellikle glinimuzde Afrika Ulkelerinin Urettigi her tirll ziral Grinlerin
ve madenlerinin fiyatlarinin yine gelismis ulkeler tarafindan belirlenmesinden kaynaklanmaktadir.
Fakat Afrika batin bunlari yenecektir. Cinkd hem yizoélgimu, hem geng insan nufusuyla ki,
2025 yilinda bir milyar dort yiz milyonu bulacak nifusuyla diinyada Gg¢lincl buyuk niifus gliclne
sahip olacaktir. Turkiye Avrupa Birligine girerken hem Afrika hem de Asya arasinda ciddi bir
kopri olacaktir” diyerek konusmalarini strddrdiler.

9. KONGRE SONUC B<«LD«RGES«

23-24 Kasim 2005 tarihlerinde istanbul'da Tirkasya Stratejik Arastirmalar Merkezi (TASAM)
tarafindan dizenlenen Birinci Uluslararasi Turk-Afrika Kongresi'ni tamamlamis bulunuyoruz.
Kongremize yaptigimiz daveti Turk Disigleri Bakani Abdullah GUL, 53 Afrika tilkesinin olusturdugu
Afrika Birligi Komisyonu Baskani Alpha Oumar KONARE, 57 islam Ulkesinin olusturdugu islam
Konferansi Teskilati Genel Sekreteri Prof. Dr. Ekmeleddin IHSANOGLU kabul etmisler ve bizzat
tesrifleriyle blyuk bir katki saglamiglardir. Yurt icinden ve yurt disindan katilan degerli bilim
adamlarimiz, diplomatlarimiz, Kiltir Bakanhgimiz, Glkemizin uluslararasi alanda etkili TIKA,
TUBITAK gibi kuruluslari énemli katkida bulunmuslardir.

Birinci Uluslararasi Turk-Afrika Kongresi ¢calismalari yaklasik bir sene 6nce basladi. 2005 yilini
Afrika'ya Agilim Yil ilan eden Turkiye Cumhuriyeti Hikimeti bu amagla farkl alanlarda bu
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acihmi destekleyen calismalara imza atti. Turkasya Stratejik Arastirmalar Merkezi (TASAM)
olarak bizler de merkezimizin blnyesinde kurdugumuz Avrupa Birligi, Kafkaslar ve Ortadogu
gibi 9 ayri ¢alisma grubumuz yaninda bir de Afrika Calisma Grubu'nu faaliyete gecirdik.
Ulkemizde ihmal edilen alanlardan birisi olan Afrika konusunda gegen bir yil igerisinde kitaplar,
makaleler ve internet sayfamizda yorumlar gibi fakl yayinlara agirlik verdik, konferanslar ve
seminerler diizenledik. Birinci Uluslararasi Turk-Afrika Kongresi'nin Glkemizin takip ettigi Afrika'ya
Acilim Yih faaliyetleriyle ayni doneme rastlamasi bu alana buyuk bir zenginlik katmisgtir.

Kongrede sunulan tebligler ve yapilan konusmalar i1siginda genel bir dederlendirme yapilacak
olursa tarihte her zaman énemini korumus ve korumaya devam edecek olan muazzam bir Afrika
kitasinin bu vazgecilemez énemi Uzerine ciddi manada vurguda bulunulmustur. Tarihte buyuk
medeniyetlere ev sahipligi yapan bu kitada kurulan buyuk devletler diger kitalari da etkilemigtir.
Turkler'in Afrika'daki varligi ise IX. ylzyildan baslamis ve XX. ylzyilin basina kadar her alanda
Tarkler kitanin yerli ahalisiyle birlikte ihtisam dolu bir tarihi stireci birlikte yasamislardir. Avrupa'nin
somurgeci devletlerinin kurdugu sémurgeler ylizinden kitanin dis dinyayla ve 6zellikle de bin
yildan fazla ortak tarih, kdlttrel, ekonomik, idari ve askeri degerlere sahip Ulkemizle baglar
oldukca zayiflamisti. Adeta biz Afrikalilari, Afrikalilar da bizi unutmuslardi. Turkiye Cumhuriyeti
kurulusundan bugiine kadar ¢evresine ve 6zellikle XX. ylzyilin ikinci yarisinda bagimsizlik
sUrecini yasayan Afrika Ulkelerine blyUk 6rnek oldu. Bagimsizliklarini elde eden Afrika Glkelerini
ilk destekleyen ve taniyan Ulkeler arasinda Turkiye Cumhuriyeti daima 6n planda yer ald1.

Birinci Uluslararasi Turk-Afrika Kongresi'nin ilk oturumunda Afrika kitasinin tarihine genel bir
bakis ortaya kondu. Ozellikle Osmanl Devleti'nin bu kita izerindeki varli§i konusuna agirlk
verildi. 1510'lu yillardan 1910'lu yillara kadar tam doért asir bu kitada varlik gdsteren bir devletin
bu varliginin Afrika yerlileri icin ne ifade ettigi Uzerinde duruldu. Afrika'yi blgun icinden cikilmasi
zor sartlara slrukleyen sémurgecilik belasinin dért asir gecikmesinde Osmanli Devleti'nin rolu
Uzerinde duruldu. Gegmiste yasanan bu tecrlibeler 1s1dinda acgikca ifade etmek gerekir ki
gelecek icin de ¢ok ciddi adimlar atilabilecedi géruldu.

Kongremizin ikinci Oturumunda 1950'li yillardan itibaren diinya giindemine biiy(ik bir hizla giren
Afrika Ulkelerinin yasadigi bagimsizlik surecine vurgu yapildi. Gunimuz Afrika Glkelerinin su
yarim asir icinde yasadiklari sikintilari, yavas bile olsa ekonomik bakimdan kalkinmalarina da
temas edildi. Bilhassa dunyanin diger cografyalarinda rastlanan buttinlesme hareketlerine
benzer birlikteliklerin Afrika'da kuruldugu, bunlarin en buayigu olan ve butin Afrika Glkelerinin
dyesi bulundugu Afrika Birligi basta olmak Uzere diger kurumlarin kurulug amaglari ve faaliyetleri
hakkinda doyurucu bilgiler verildi. GUnimuz Afrika Ulkelerinin uluslararasi iligkileri, bu kitadaki
yatirnm imkanlari ve Afrika Ulkelerinin ekonomik potansiyeli ele alindi, kitanin kalkinmasi icin
yapilan dis yardimlarin 6nemine, givenlik meselesi ve ¢dzim Onerilerine genisge yer verildi.

Kongremizin son oturumunda ise Afrika Ulkeleri ile Turkiye Cumhuriyeti arasindaki siyasi,
ekonomik ve sosyo-kulturel iligkiler Gzerinde hassasiyetle duruldu.
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Sonug olarak Birinci Uluslararasi Turk-Afrika Kongresi amacina ulagsmis ve bu kongre sayesinde
ulkemizin Afrika ile ilgili gegcmisteki tecriibesi gézden gegirildi, gelecege yonelik ciddi manada
adimlar atilmasinin geregi Gzerinde duruldu ve yeni stratejilerin belirlenmesine ihtiyag duyuldugu
bir kez daha goruldu. TASAM olarak boylesine genis kapsamli uluslararasi bir kongre duizenlemekle
hem Ulkemize hem de Afrika Ulkelerine “2005 Afrika'ya Agilim Yili” dolayisiyla da yeni ufuklar
actigimizi dusunmekteyiz. Bu vesileyle kongremizin bir ilk oldugu Uzerinde vurgu yaptiktan
sonra gelecekte daha genis katilimh kongreleri yapabilmek icin simdiden harekete gegcmis
bulunuyoruz. Bu amacla kongremizden elde ettigimiz sonug ve tekliflerimiz sunlardir:

10. ANA SONUCLAR

1. TASAM bunyesinde bulunan Afrika Calisma Grubu’nun TASAM'In butlnlagu icerisinde “Afrika
Arastirmalari Enstitlisi” olarak yapilandirilmasini ve TASAM olarak bundan bdyle her yil Aralik
ayinda Uluslararasi Tlrk-Afrika Kongresi'ni dizenlemeyi planlamis bulunuyoruz. 2006 yili 11.
Uluslararasi Turk-Afrika Kongresini 13-14 Aralik 2006 tarihlerinde diizenleyecegiz. Bu konuda
Ulkemizin ilgili bakanliklari basta olmak Uzere diger resmi kuruluglari ve 6zel mutesebbislerle
koordineli bir sekilde isbirligi yapmak istiyoruz.

2. 53 Afrika ulkesi icerisinde Turkiye Cumhuriyeti sadece 12 Afrika uUlkesinde buyukelgilik
seviyesinde temsilcilik ve 20 kadar llkede ise fahri bagskonsolosluk bulunduruyor. Diger Ulkeler
ise bu elciliklerimize akredite yapilarak iligkiler surdurtlmeye calisiliyor. Gliney ve Kuzey Kore,
Cin ve pek ¢ok Avrupa ulkesinin en az 40 Afrika Ulkesinde buytkelgilik seviyesinde temsilcilik
bulundurdugu disinudlecek olursa Tirkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin de kisa vadede Afrika Glkelerindeki
temsilciliklerinin sayisini artirmasi bu kongreden cikan sonuglardan birisidir. Ozellikle Mali
Cumhuriyeti gibi parlak tarihi ge¢gmisiyle ¢evresinde 6n plana ¢ikan Ulkeler ile Angola ve
Mozambik gibi i¢ savas dolayisiyla uzun sure dis dinyaya kapali kalan, ama yakin gelecekte
ciddi atilim yapma ihtimali fazla Glkelere Turkiye'nin buyukelgilik seviyesinde temsilcilik agma
konusunda o6ncelik vermesi bir kez daha ortaya ¢gikmistir.

3. Afrika Birligi'nin Tarkiye ile minasebetlerini en Ust seviye tutmak Uzere 12 Nisan 2005 tarihinde
birlik icinde gozlemci stati almasinin ardindan Afrika Birligi'nin de Turkiye'de bir temsilcilik
acgmasi bizzat Afrika Birligi Komisyonu Bagkani Alpha Oumar KONARE tarafindan kongrede
teklif edilmistir. Bu konuda ivedi igbirligine ihtiyag vardir.

4. Afrika ulkelerinde Turkiye'nin tanitiminin, Turkiye'de ise Afrika Ulkelerinin gerektigi gibi
tanitimlarinin yapilmadigi bilinmektedir. Kisa vadede bu alanda kurumsal ¢alismalar bagslatilarak
Ozellikle bu sene ilan edilen Afrika'ya Acilim Yili ve gelecek yillara yansimasi i¢in simdiden
karsilikl tanitimlara yonelik ¢calismalar yapilmasinin gerekli oldugu gortlmustir. Bu amagla
karsilikli sinema gulnleri, mizik konserleri ve edebiyat glinleri tertip edilmesi her iki tarafin da
tanitiminda temel unsurlar olacaktir. Afrika Birligi Komisyonu Bagskani Alpha Oumar KONARE'nin
de destekledigi Uzere Turkiye'de yakin gelecekte bir “Afrika Haftas!” dizenlenmesi Gzerinde
mutabik kalinilmigtir.
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5.Turk Universiteleri bagta olmak (izere biitiin egitim kurumlarimiz arasinda karsilikl igbirligi
yoniinde saglam adimlara ihtiyag duyulmaktadir. Afrika Universiteler Birligi ile Tuirk Universiteleri
arasinda isbirligi kurulmasinin énemi bir kez daha ortaya ¢ikmistir. Cok sayida Afrika Ulkesi
dgrencilerinin Turk Universitelerine yénlendirilmesi miimkiindiir. Bu arada Afrika Universitelerinde
okuyan ve mezun olan Turk dgdrencilerin denklikleri konusunda karsilikli yapilacak kulturel
anlagsmalarla halen yasanmakta olan sikintilarin ortadan kaldirilabilecegi 6ngoérilmustir. Afrika
Universitelerinde Tirkoloji bélimleri agiimasi igin vakit kaybetmeden girisimde bulunulmasi,
Tirk Universitelerinde de Afrika Arastirma Béliimleri kurulmasi icin calismalar baslatiimalidir.
Tarihte bin yillik ortak gegmise sahip oldugumuz bir kita ile ilgili arastirmalar yaptiracak arastirma
merkezleri ve enstitiiler agma konusunu Tirk Universiteleri ihmal etmeye devam ederken
gecmiste bu kita ile higbir baglantilari olmayan Dogu Avrupa Universiteleri'nde bile Afrika
arastirma merkezlerine ve enstitllerine rastlamaktayiz. Kongrede en ¢ok Gzerinde durulan ve
sik sik ifade edilen konulardan birisi bu olmustur.

6. Ekonomik alanda isbirligi konusunda Afrika Ulkeleri ile ticaret hacmimizin her gegcen sene
daha da arttigi gorulurse bu konunun tesaduflere birakilmamasi gerektigi ve istikrarl yatirimlar
icin gerekli kurumsal yapilanmalarin gti¢clendiriimesinde blytk yarar goéruldiga anlasiimigtir.
Ekonomik konularda Ugiincl devletlerin araciligi yerine dogrudan igbirligi imkanlari aranmasi
Uzerinde 1srarla duruldu.

7. Askeri ve guvenlik konularinda Turkiye devletinin tecribesinin pek ¢cok Afrika Ulkesiyle
paylasilabilecek bir konumda oldugu bilinmektedir. Bir milyon nifuslu Gambiya devleti ile 1990'li
yillarin basinda kurulan askeri igbirligi aslinda pek ¢ok Afrika Ulkesi igin model olabilecek
konumdadir. Bu Ulkede olusan Turkiye ilgisi diger uUlkelerde daha rahat temin edilecek
gOrinmektedir.

8. Afrika Ulkeleri icinde Osmanl Devleti ile gecmiste idari, askeri, sosyo-kiiltiirel baglantilar
olan Ulkelerde gecmiste insa edilen ve hala ayakta kalan tarihi eserlerin korunmasi ve

restorasyonlari igin gerekli adimlarin atilmasi bir zaruret halini almistir.

9. Afrika Ulkeleri ile TUrkiye arasinda bilgi gagini yasadigimiz su donemde teknoloji ve bilimsel
alanlarda musterek calismalar yapilmasi saglanmalidir.

10. Afrika Ulkelerinde Tirk mallarinin tanitiminin her sene artarak yapilmasi gerekmektedir.

11. Afrika'nin farkli sehirleriyle Tirkiye'nin sehirleri arasindaki kardes sehir girisimlerinin artiriimasi
Tark halki ile Afrikahlarin birbirlerine yaklasmalarina 6nemli katki saglayacaktir.

12. Afrika Ulkelerine yardim yapmak isteyen Ulkemizdeki gonulli tesekkullerin mevcut faaliyetlerinin
daha yararli hale getirilmesi icin gerekli projelerin hayata gecirilmesi icin 6n hazirliklar yapiimalidir
ve bu konuda Afrika Ulkelerindeki benzeri kuruluglarla yakin igbirligi kurulmaldir.
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PRESENTATION

It was obviously comprehended through last year that declaration of 2005 as “the Year of
Turkey's Opening to Africa” is a very well decision. Increasing relations and cooperation of the
African countries with the EU; with international organizations such as the OIC and G8; with
great states that play effective role in world politics, such as USA, France, UK, Russia and
China; and with Turkey who is increasing its power and position as a regional actor are recognized
as milestone for Africa.

The expansion of the Ottoman Empire through Asia, Europe and Africa, and foundation of its
local administrations in these continents contributed to the establishment of many modern
states of the present world. On the other hand, Turkey's membership process to the EU arrived
to the final phase of its long process.

While Turkey improves its relations with Asian countries, government's initiative of establishing
close relations with the African states is regarded as a very crucial issue and a considerable
development for Turkey. Therefore, Turkey aims to become a new, reliable, stable and hopeful
bridge among the continents of Asia, Europe and Africa.

Africa has been generally involved and mentioned in the world agenda with very negative and
miserable image and lots of realities about Africa have been undervalued. Although many
successes and gains have been attained by the Africans and international organizations which
cooperate with the African states, these achievements are not put on the agenda and taken
into account. The recent activities of regional integration schemes such as NEPAD and CEN-
SAD under leadership of the African Union involving 53 states make us hopeful and optimistic
about the future of Africa.

| think that positive relations between Turkey and Africa have been achieved in the recent years
through quite number of top-level Turkish bureaucrats’ visit to the African states and increasing
industrial and commercial investments of the Turkish private entrepreneurs in the African
countries. Our country has gained a lot of economic advantages from investment opportunities,
which have started in North Africa and then prevailed over the continent since 1970.

In the present days, Sub-Saharan states become focus of the world politics because generally
Africa means such Sub-African region involving about 40 states. Struggle for creation of national
identity of these states founded after the colonial era has not been completed yet. But in the
long term, if struggles and initiatives for transition of the African Union into the United States
of Africa produce positive and constructive results, an African identity and citizenship will develop.
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Africa is not an old continent, but fatigue, and in the words of Africans, it is a “young” continent.
With its rich resources, economic potential and investment opportunities Africa is an attractive
continent for big companies and entrepreneurs of the world.

“The First International Turkish-African Congress” was organized in cooperation with Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, Turkish Cooperation and Development Agency (TIKA), the Scientific &
Technological Research Council of Turkey (TUBITAK) and Fly Air under coordination of TACSS
with the aim of emphasizing historical relations between Turkey and Africa and contributing
creation and development of new political, economic and socio-cultural relations in the future.
| thank and congratulate the TACSS staff for their contributions and sacrifices in planning,
organization and execution of the congress.

Our country hosted many lecturers and experts about Africa, history, civilization, economy,
international relations, politics, security, sociology and culture in the congress organized on 23-
24 November 2005. Also, Turkish experts, diplomats and politicians participated in the congress.
Furthermore, eight African embassies in Ankara paid close attention to the congress.

The African Union whose headquarters is in Addis Ababa, the capital of Ethiopia, which develops
as Brussels of Africa was represented at chairman level. Alpha Oumar KONARE, Chairman
of the African Union Commission and Prof. Ekmeleddin IHSANOGLU, Secretary General of
OIC, participated to the congress and presented keynote speeches. In the keynote speech,
Assoc. Prof. Abdullah GUL, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Deputy Prime Minister, emphasized
that “Humanity has obligation for Africa”. | think the congress organized by TACSS is an important
step for undertaking and enforcement of such obligation. Africa will not wait for us, and we will
not wait for Africa, because bridges were already established for the future and walking on
these bridges is our duty. TACSS, that considers “2005, the Year of Opening up to Africa” as
departure point for the future, aims at to continue its activities within extensive spectrum and
strategies forming synergy for Africa and Turkey.

Bearing in mind the historical relations between Turkey and Africa, | hope that results of the
congress will contribute to construction and development of a new future for the Turkish-African
relations.

Suleyman SENSOY
Chairman of TACSS
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1. SUBJECT

First International Turkish African Congress

2. COORDINATOR
Coordinator of the congress is Turkish Asian Center for Strategic Studies (TACSS).

Turkish Asian Center for Strategic Studies (TACSS) is one of the specialized institution which
unites the entrepreneurs, scholars and researchers, who understand the significance of the
strategic research and who aim at meeting our country’s needs on this issue.

Objective of TACSS is to initiate and provide decision-makers with realistic, dynamic, creative,
and effective solutions and decision options through scientific research, studies, analysis, and
evaluations related to Turkey and the surrounding region’s historical, cultural, political, economic,
legal, sociological, and geopolitical structure; its bilateral, regional, and multilateral international
relations; and its political, economic, and socio-cultural issues.

TACSS is a private and independent center which serves Turkish and foreign private and public
institutions in studies about different issues and finances its activities by sponsorships and
payments deriving from such services.

3. SPONSORS

The congress was organized with cooperation of Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Ministry of Culture
and Tourism, Turkish Cooperation and Development Agency (TIKA), the Scientific & Technological
Research Council of Turkey (TUBITAK) and Fly Air.

4. VENUE

Grand Cevahir Congress Center

Darilaceze Street, OKMEYDANI SISLI / ISTANBUL
Tel: 0212 314 42 42

Fax: 0212 314 42 44

5. DATE

23-24 November 2005
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6. PARTICIPATION

Approximately 270-300 people including Alpha Omar Konare, Chairman of the African Union
Commission, Prof. Ekmeleddin IHSANOGLU, Secretary General of OIC, Assoc. Prof. Abdullah
GUL, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Deputy Prime Minister, African states’ diplomatic
representatives in Turkey, businessmen and representatives from private sector, academicians,
university students, representatives from non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and media
participated to the congress.

7. PROGRAMME OF THE CONGRESS

Keynote Speeches

Sitleyman SENSQY, Chairman of TACSS

Prof. Ekmeleddin IHSANOGLU, Secretary General of OIC

Assoc. Prof. Abdullah GUL, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Deputy Prime Minister
Alpha Oumar KONARE, Chairman of the African Union Commission

1st Session: A General View on the History of Africa
Heads of the Session:

Prof. Abdurrahman CAYCI, Hacettepe University, Ankara
M. Hasan Ahmed EL-HAC, Ambassador of Sudan

1. Pre-Ottoman Africa
Prof. Abdurrahman CAYCI, Hacettepe University, Ankara

2. Africa in the Ottoman Era
Prof. Tayeb CHENNTOUF, University of Es-Seina, Oran, Algeria
Prof. Jillali EI ADNANI, Agadir University, Morocco

3. Africa in the Colonial Era
Assoc. Prof. Ahmet KAVAS, TACSS Africa Project Manager

2nd Session: Africa in the 21st Century
Heads of the Session:

L.M. Sobizana MNGQIKANA, Ambassador of Republic of South Africa

1. A General View on the Contemporary Africa
Hifz1 TOPUZ, UNESCO, Journalist

2. Africa in International Relations
Assoc. Prof. Bllent ARAS, TACSS Project Manager

3. Africa’s Economic Potential and Investment Opportunities
Sedat Aybar, Ph. D., Kadir Has University, Istanbul
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4. The Role and Efficiency of Foreign Aid in Africa’s Development (Problems and
Recommendations)

Zahra NURU, Director and Senior Advisor to the Under Secretary-General, UN-OHRLLS
Prof. Seithy CHACHAGE, University of Dar es Salam, Tanzania

5. Security Issues in Africa, Their Reflections to Europe and Recommendations
Assist. Prof. Kenan DAGCI, Kocaeli University, Turkey

3rd Session: Relations between Turkey and Africa

Heads of the Session:

Prof. Hasret COMAK, Dean of Faculty of Communication, Head of the Department of International
Relations, Kocaeli University, Turkey

1. Political Relations
Can ALTAN, Ambassador, Turkey
Prof. Yusuf FADL, Head of the Department of Turkish Studies, University of Khartum, Sudan

2. Cooperation for Development
Ret. Senior Marine Colonel Ali CANKAYA, Head of Strategy Developing, Planning and Coordination
Department of TIKA

3. Economic Relations
Cem TOPBAS, Foreign Trade Consultant

4. Sociocultural Relations
Prof. Muhammed BAKARI, Fatih University

5. Africans in Turkey
Prof. Orhan KURAL, Istanbul Technical University, Benin Honorary Consul

TASAM 19




1st INTERNATIONAL TURKISH-AFRICAN CONGRESS
FINAL REPORT

8. KEYNOTE SPEECHES

In the congress, Siileyman SENSQY, Chairman of TACSS, Prof. Ekmeleddin IHSANOGLU,
Secretary General of OIC, Assoc. Prof. Abdullah GUL, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Deputy
Prime Minister, Alpha Oumar KONARE, Chairman of the African Union Commission presented
keynote speeches.

In keynote speeches of First International Turkish-African Congress, Sitleyman SENSOY,
Chairman of TACSS, emphasized increasing importance of Turkey in international relations
and explained study groups established within TACSS about the European Union, Asia and
Africa:

“... We have ten study groups such as the EU Study Group, Global and Regional Power Centers
Study Group, Africa Study Group and the Caucasus - Central Asia - the Middle East Study
Group. We conduct studies about Turkey’s domestic problems and Turkey in the current
international conjuncture. . .”

Also, Stleyman SENSOY pointed that “Nowadays, the West, especially EU and USA, concentrates
their studies on Africa and Asia, because the future of the world and most of natural resources
in the world are in these two continents...”

He declared that, in the near future, TACSS will transform its Africa Study Group into Institute
of Africa Studies.

Prof. Ekmeleddin IHSANOGLU participated in the congress in the name of 57 Islamic countries,
stated that 27 of the 57 members of OIC are African countries. He emphasized that the African
countries, that had determinative position in OIC, would also play important roles in the future
of Africa and World.

He also expressed that developing countries including member countries of OIC should find
ways for improving their economic condition in order to protect and continue their existence
within the global environment that is determined by intensive international competition,
globalization and liberalization. For this purpose, one of the policies that can be enforced is to
increase economic cooperation among such countries. Prof. Ekmeleddin IHSANOGLU stated
that, “I believe that First Turkish-African Congress organized by TACSS will provide pragmatic
and applicable policies in order to improve economic and commercial relations between Turkey
and Africa.”

On the other hand, Assoc. Prof. Abdullah GUL, Minister of Foreign Affairs and Deputy Prime
Minister, in his keynote speech, explained that “relations between Turkey and Africa traces back
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to the Ottoman era. Turks established good and friendly relations with the continent. So, deep
cultural, political, humane and moral relations were constructed between Turkish and African
people. Furthermore, he stressed that “Turkey recognized declaration of independence of
African states in the 1960s and started diplomatic relations with them. Today, we have 12
embassies and more than 20 honorary consulates general in the continent.” Minister Abdullah
GUL, who pointed Turkey’s relations with Africa improves continuously, thanked Alpha Oumar
KONARE for admission of Turkey as an observer in the African Union on 12 April 2005.

Alpha Oumar KONARE, Chairman of the African Union Commission, who gave the last keynote
speech and expressed his gladness at being as the first chairman of African Union visiting
Turkey since its foundation in 1963. He explained that “Africa has an area of 30 million km?
which can enclose China, India, European countries, North American countries and Argentina.
The African Union with its 57 members constitutes thirty percent of the UN member states and
has a determinative power in decision making process within the UN. Videos and news in world
media on AIDS, poverty, starvation, misery, domestic and civil wars and chaos such as in
Rwanda, Algeria, Sudan and wars among neighbor states generally form image of Africa in the
world public opinion. They are undeniable realities of Africa. However, the Africans are not the
only responsible for these bad issues. They derive from the colonial era and developed states’
policies that strive for exploiting agriculture, resources and mines of African countries. Africa
can overcome all of them, since we will become the third biggest human power in the world
in 2025 with its area and population, which will be 1 billion 400 million.” Moreover, Chairman
Alpha Oumar KONARE emphasized that Turkey will be the most important bridge and mediator
among the EU, Asia and Africa in the near future.

9. EVALUATION OF THE CONGRESS

First International Turkish-African Congress was organized by Turkish Asian Center for Strategic
Studies (TACSS) on 23-24 November 2005 in Istanbul. Alpha Omar Konare, Chairman of the
African Union Commission comprised 53 African states, Prof. Ekmeleddin IHSANOGLU,
Secretary General of OIC comprised 57 Islamic states, Assoc. Prof. Abdullah GUL, Minister
of Foreign Affairs and Deputy Prime Minister, accepted our invitation and participated in the
congress. Distinguished scientist from Turkey and foreign countries, diplomats, Ministry of
Culture and Tourism of Turkey, TIKA and TUBITAK that conduct effective projects on the
international level contributed to the congress.

Preparations for the First International Turkish-African Congress started approximately one
year ago. Because Republic of Turkey declared 2005 as “Year of Turkey’s Opening up to Africa”,
the government supports and encourages studies and projects which contribute to the “Policy
of Opening up Africa” in various fields. In this regard, TACSS established the Africa Study
Group, in addition to the nine study groups such as the European Union, Caucasus and Middle
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East study groups. During this year, we published books and articles, commentaries in our
website, and organized conferences and seminars about Africa, which is generally neglected
in Turkey. Coincidence of the First International Turkish-African Congress and Turkey’s policy
about “Opening up to Africa” in 2005 makes a great contribution to this field.

In the evaluation of these presentations and discussion in the congress, we can say that First
International Turkish-African Congress comprehended, explained and emphasized undeniable
importance of Africa that has always been an important continent in the world history. Great
states founded in Africa which hosted great civilizations in history affected the other continents.
Turkish peoples’ emergence and existence in the continent began in 9th century. Until the
beginning of 20th century, Turks and native African peoples lived and constructed together a
magnificent history in the continent. The economic, political, cultural, military and administrative
relations and a common history covering more than one thousand year between Turkey and
Africa and the continent’s relations with outside world were weakened dramatically because
of the European colonialism that founded colonies over the continent. We almost forgot the
Africans, so the Africans did. Since its foundation, modern Republic of Turkey has become a
model for the African countries and people who struggled for independence. Modern Turkish
Republic became one of the states that recognized and supported newly founded independent
African states in the second half of 20th century.

In the first session of First International Turkish-African Congress, a general view on the African
history was presented and discussed. Especially, the Ottoman era and Turkish existence in
Africa was emphasized. Importance and meaning of the Ottoman existence and era, that
covered four centuries from the beginning of 1500s to the beginning of 1900s, for the African
people was pointed. The Ottoman Empire’s role in delay of the colonialism, which damaged
greatly the continent, about four century in Africa, was expressed. In the light of the past
experiences, it was comprehended that important and serious policies could and should be
implemented for the future of Africa.

In the second session of First International Turkish-African Congress, the process of independence
of the African countries in the 1950s was emphasized. Also, problems and slow economic
development of the African countries in the second half of 20th century was discussed. Especially,
detailed information were presented and explained about integration schemes in Africa, the
African Union and the other African organizations, and their goals and activities. In addition to
these, contemporary international relations of the African states, investment opportunities in
the continent, economic potential of the African countries, role and importance of foreign aids
in economic development of the continent, security issue and recommendations about current
problems were discussed and explained.

In the last session of the congress, political, economic and socio-cultural relations between
Turkey and the African countries are examined and discussed.
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As a result, we can say that, First International Turkish-African Congress attained its objective:
Thanks to the congress, Turkey’s past experience about Africa was explained; importance and
requirement of new, serious, useful and applicable policies and strategies for the future of Africa
was emphasized. We believe that TACSS, by organizing First International Turkish-African
Congress, contributed and served to both Turkey, that declared 2005 “the Year of Opening up
to Africa”, and the African countries in planning and producing new policies and strategies for
the future of Africa. This congress is the first congress about Africa in Turkey. We aim and desire
to organize better and more comprehensive congresses about Africa in the future. Results and
recommendation derived from the congress are as follows;

10. RESULTS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. We have already planned to restructure “Africa Study Group” as “Institution of Africa Studies”
within TACSS and to organize International Turkish-African Congress every year in December.
We will organize the Second International Turkish-African Congress on 13-14 December 2006.
For this purpose, we want to cooperate with Turkish ministries, other official institutions and
private entrepreneurs and representatives from private sector and civil society initiatives.

2. Among 53 African states, Turkey has embassies only in 12 African states and honorary
consulates general in about 20 states. Diplomatic relations with the other African states are
conducted through such existent embassies and consulates. China, South and North Korea
and several European states have minimum 40 embassies in the continent. Thus, Turkey should
increase number of embassies and consulates over the continent. The congress especially
showed that Turkey should give priority in opening embassies and consulates in the states that
play important roles in the continent such as Mali, and that have been damaged and isolated
by intense civil wars and political anarchy, but have likelihood of great leap in near future such
as Angola and Mozambique.

3. In order to increase relations with Turkey, the African Union gave Turkey status of observer
state on 12 April 2005. In the congress, Alpha Oumar KONARE, Chairman of the African Union
Commission, proposed to open a representative office of the African Union in Turkey.

4. It is known that advertisement of Turkey in the African countries and advertisement of the
African countries in Turkey is not sufficient and satisfying. For this reason, the congress stated
the necessity of mutual efforts on this theme should be started and developed. For this purpose,
mutual cultural activities such as festivals in the field of cinema, music, and literature can and
should be organized. Such activities will contribute to advertisement of both Turkey and Africa.
In the congress, it was decided to organize an “Africa Week” in Turkey in the near future. This
Project is backed by Alpha Oumar KONARE, Chairman of the African Union Commission.
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5. Establishment of cooperation at educational level between Turkey and the African countries
is an important requirement. It is very important to establish cooperation between the Turkish
universities and the Union of African Universities. The African countries can orientate their
students to the Turkish universities. Accreditation issue between Turkish and African universities
should be solved through cultural and educational understandings and agreements. Initiatives
and studies should be started for establishment of departments of Turkology in the African
universities and departments of African studies in Turkish universities. Unfortunately, Turkish
universities continue to neglect studies about Africa and establishment of institutions and centers
for such studies; however, not only Western European universities but also Eastern European
universities establish centers and institutions for Africa studies. This issue was one of the most
important issues that were discussed and emphasized in the First International Turkish-African
Congress.

6. In the light of increasing commercial relations between Turkey and the African countries in
the recent years, it is clear and important that required, appropriate and useful institutional and
structural measures and arrangements should be taken and enforced in order to continue and
improve such commercial relations.

7. Turkey can share its experiences about military and security issues with the African states.
Military cooperation between Turkey and Gambia, which has a population of one million,
established in the beginning of 1990s can be a model and example for the other African states.
Military cooperation between Turkey and Gambia shows that Turkey can establish and conduct
military cooperation with the other African states.

8. Historical artifacts made by the Ottoman Empire in the African countries, where deep friendly
political, socio-cultural, economic and military relations were established among the Turkish
and African peoples in the history, can and should be protected and restored.

9. Technological and scientific cooperation should be established between Turkey and the
African states.

10. Turkish products and merchandises should be advertised in the African countries in order
to increase commercial relations with Africa.

11. The initiatives of sister city between Turkish and African cities and municipalities should be
increased in order to improve relations among the Turkish and the African peoples.

12. Cooperation among the Turkish and African voluntary benevolent associations and clubs
should be developed with aim of improving solidarity between Turkish and African peoples.
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