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PROCLAMATION 

"SEXUAL ASSAULT AWARENESS & PREVENTION MONTH" 

"REFORM THE NORM!" 

WHEREAS, Sexual Assault Awareness & Prevention Month calls attention to misconceptions 
and misinformation about sexual assault. Harmful attitudes allow these crimes to 
persist and survivors to be re-victimized, and the importance of each of us speaking 
out against it, in order to change attitudes which, allow sexual assault to persist; 
and 

WHEREAS, sexual assault, at its core, is a devastating abuse of power- one that affects people 
of every age, race, sex, gender identity, sexual orientation, socioeconomic levels, 
abilities, religions, backgrounds, and beliefs. It includes physical, verbal, visual, 
emotional, psychological, social, spiritual, financial, and technological abuse; and 
can occur between intimate partners, family members, friends, acquaintances, and 
strangers; and 

WHEREAS, victims of sexual assault have a higher risk of experiencing a multitude of mental 
health conditions; Studies show Post Traumatic Stress Disorder (PTSD) is seven 
times higher in victims of sexual violence  I. Depression is 2.7 times greater, 
anxiety four times greater and drug-alcohol misuse six times greater 2. Victims are 
3 .5 times greater to have suicidal thoughts than those who have not experienced 
violence 3.; and 

WHEREAS, COVID has exacerbated the already harrowing challenges facing sexual assault 
survivors by making it more difficult for them to seek help. As we race to stop the 
spread of this devastating virus, we must strengthen our efforts to support sexual 
assault smvivors whose suffering may be compounded by this pandemic, as well 
as by the economic crisis that has further undermined their economic security and 
taken a toll on service providers; and 

WHEREAS, we also must recognize that sexual assault was already a public health crisis even 
before the pandemic struck. Research has revealed a strong link between sexual 
violence and chronic disease, as well as greater long-tenn economic burdens on 
survivors of sexual assault 4. The trauma of assault is further compounded by the 
high costs of medical and mental health care, navigating the criminal justice system, 
and lost productivity; and 

WHEREAS, Our Samoan women often are silenced about the abuse due to shame, disgrace, and 
embarrassment it will bring to the family, leaving themselves to be re-traumatized 
from repeated sexual abuse or/and suffer silently from depression and anxiety that 
can lead to attempted suicide; and 

/\. I'. L utalt I :xeculive Office 13uilcltng • l'ago l'ago Aml-rican amoa % 799 I clc1>h1111c ( 68� l o l3 � 121 w1111 ,11nt1 i�an�amoa g111 






