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Magisterial, insightful, and beautifully written by one of our 
foremost historians, Napoleon is a must-read for every fan 
of European and military history.

•   A look at Napoleon not as the proto-Hitler of post-World War 
II historiography but as an attractive Enlightenment leader—
decisive, strategic and energetic—whose leadership lessons 
are still valuable today.

•   A fresh take on Napoleon’s relationship with Josephine and his 
second wife, Marie-Louise—including the revelation that he had 
at least twenty-two mistresses, rather than the “six or seven” 
that he himself admitted.

•   The discovery (through the archives of the New York Public 
Library) that directly implicates the British cabinet minister 
Lord Castlereagh in a plot to assassinate Napoleon in 1804, 
which led to the guillotining of a dozen Frenchmen.

•   Comprehensive coverage of all of Napoleon’s battles. Roberts 
is the fi rst of Napoleon’s biographers to visit no fewer than fi � y-
three of Napoleon’s sixty battle sites, giving him unique insight 
into Napoleonic strategy and tactics.

•   Napoleon’s capacity for compartmentalizing. The newly 
released letters reveal that Napoleon laid down the rules for a 
girls’ boarding school on the eve of the battle of Borodino, and 
the regulations for Paris’s Comédie-Française while camped in 
the Kremlin.

•   A controversial rethinking of the reasons behind Napoleon’s plot 
against Russia. This biography asserts that there was no classic 
hubris-nemesis paradigm that explains the retreat from Moscow, 
which almost every biographer has hitherto taken for granted, 
but that the 1812 campaign in Russia sprang from a series of 
logical assumptions Napoleon made and that his original plan 
against Russia was in fact wholly rational.

Award-winning, New York Times–bestselling 
author Andrew Roberts presents the great 
soldier-statesman in this defi nitive biography. 

Highlights include:

The first one-volume, cradle-to-grave biography to be published in 
English since the recent release of Napoleon’s 33,000 letters

by   A N D R E W  R O B E R T S

On Sale November 4, 2014
978-0-670-78591-9
$40.00 (NCR) VIKING


