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Objectives

We will demonstrate elements of Surgical Site Infection (SSI) Surveillance and 
how to navigate the NHSN website effectively.  
By the end of this lesson, you will be able to:

 Identify data points necessary to perform effective SSI surveillance 
and reporting to NHSN 

 Navigate the NHSN website effectively to access protocols and 
resources  

 Navigate the NHSN website effectively to report SSI events and 
procedures
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Considerations for SSI Surveillance 
Where to start? 



Considerations for Effective Surveillance
 Infection Prevention Risk Assessment 
 Actionable data 
 Available resources
 Surveillance periods
 Denominator data
 Collaboration
 Surveillance methods
 Data points required in NHSN SSI protocols
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Surveillance Methods

 Active - Passive
 Patient-based – Laboratory-based
 Prospective - Retrospective
 Priority-directed - Comprehensive
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Examples of SSI Surveillance Methods
 Medical record review
 Consult with primary care staff
 Surgeon surveys via mail or telephone
 Patient surveys via mail or telephone
 Automated reports or alerts
 Unit rounding
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What is NHSN and Why Should I Use It? 
 NHSN is a mechanism for collecting and analyzing surveillance data.
 NHSN does not have mandates for reporting, but expects specific data 

based on facility selections on the Monthly Reporting Plan (MRP)
 The decision to use NHSN may include:

– Quality Reporting Program participation
– Your facility internal risk assessment
– Required reporting by your state or other organizations
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NHSN SSI Resources



https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/acute -care-hospital/index.html

9

NHSN Main Page

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/index.html

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/acute-care-hospital/index.html
https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/index.html


https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/psc/index.html
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Patient Safety Component (PSC) Page



Chapter 9

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/psc/ssi/index.html 11

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/psc/ssi/index.html


SSI Protocol

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/psc/ssi/index.html 12



https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/pscmanual/9pscssicurrent.pdf 13

SSI Protocol

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/pdfs/pscmanual/9pscssicurrent.pdf


Data Collection Forms and Instructions
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SSI Event Form

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/for
ms/57.120_SSI_BLANK.pdf 15



SSI Event Table of Instructions

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/forms/instr/57_120.pdf 16



Denominator 
for 
Procedure 
Form

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/forms/57.121_DenomProc_BLANK.pdf 17



NHSN Procedure Codes
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Using the Procedure Code Documents



Using the Procedure Code Documents



Reporting Requirements and Monthly 
Reporting Plan



Monthly Reporting Plan (MRP)

 Must have a MRP completed every month to inform NHSN 
which modules you planning on reporting. 
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Monthly Reporting Plan (MRP)

 In-Plan
• Module included in the MRP
• NHSN Surveillance Protocol 

will be used in its entirety
• Data included in NHSN 

annual reports and other 
NHSN publications

• Submitted to CMS in 
accordance with CMS’s 
Quality Reporting Program 

 Off-plan
• Not included in MRP
• No commitment to use NHSN 

Surveillance Protocol in its entirety
• Data is excluded from NHSN annual 

report and other NHSN 
publications

• Excluded from CMS Quality 
Reporting Program
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Adding Monthly Reporting Plan
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Adding Monthly Reporting Plan
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Adding Monthly Reporting Plan for Procedure-
Associated Module: Example
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Adding Monthly Reporting Plan for Procedure-
Associated Module: Example
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Adding Monthly Reporting Plan for Procedure 
Associated Module:  Copy from Previous Month
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Adding Monthly Reporting Plan
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Completing the Procedure
(Denominator) Form



Data Entry Sources:  Procedure
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Procedure Information
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Procedure Form:  
Required and Conditional Data Points
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Completing the SSI Event 
(Numerator) Form



Data Entry Sources:  Event
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SSI Event Form:  Patient Level Data
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Event information
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Event information, continued.
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Event information, continued.



Link Event to Procedure 
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Link Event to Procedure 
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Event Details
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Event Detail
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Data Upload via CSV or CDA



CSV or CDA file upload
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Resources for CDA or CSV Upload

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/cdaportal/faqs.html 46

https://www.cdc.gov/nhsn/cdaportal/faqs.html


Other Important Resources



FAQs
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Training Resources
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For any questions or concerns, contact the 
NHSN Helpdesk using 

For more information please contact Centers for Disease Control and Prevention
1600 Clifton Road NE, Atlanta, GA 30333
Telephone, 1-800-CDC-INFO (232-4636)/TTY: 1-888-232-6348
E-mail: cdcinfo@cdc.gov Web: www.cdc.gov

The findings and conclusions in this report are those of the authors and do not necessarily represent the official position of the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.
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NHSN-ServiceNow to submit questions to the NHSN Help Desk. 
The new portal can be accessed at https://servicedesk.cdc.gov/nhsncsp. 

Users will be authenticated using CDC’s Secure Access Management 
Services (SAMS) the same way you access NHSN. If you do not have a 

SAMS login, or are unable to access ServiceNow, you can still email the 
NHSN Help Desk at nhsn@cdc.gov.

mailto:cdcinfo@cdc.gov
http://www.cdc.gov/
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