
U.S. Flagged?

Panama or 

Marshall 

Islands?

Yes
Current 46 CFR 

Subchapter I-A

No

Delivered on/

after 01Oct1996?

Constructed after 

03Jan1979 or 

contracted before 

03Jan1979 w/

delivery after 

01Jan1981

Old I-A,

except Primary LS 

IAW “Current” 

§108.515

Yes

§109, Appendix ANo

Yes

No

Yes

Yes

IMO

MODU Safety 

Certificate?

Keel laid on/after 

01Jan2012?

No

Keel laid on/after 

01May1991?

1979 MODU Code

1989 MODU Code

2009 MODU CodeYes

Yes

Plus 46 CFR 109 

for matters not 

addressed by the 

Code (33 CFR 

146.205(c))

Exam’d IAW U.S. 

regs applicable to 

build date

Option

“C" *

Option

“B” *

Yes

Equivalent

rules 

requested?

No

PN examined 

IAW PN Tech 

Note 1/83

(G-MVI-4 Ltr dtd 

06Jun1986)

MI examined IAW 

MI-293

(G-MOC Ltr dtd 

09Aug2002)

Option

“A" *

No

Application for 

Insp/Exam as a 

MODU?

Yes

Options A, B & C:

* 33 CFR 143.207 Design & Equipment 

requirements for foreign MODUs

* §146.205 Operations requirements for 

foreign MODUs

No

No

Keel laid on/after 

31Dec1981?
Yes

Current I-A, Old I-

A or Appendix A 

(except Pri LS 

IAW “Current” 

§108.515), Parts 

108 & 109 only

Exam’d IAW 

accepted Flag 

State Rules

MODU Applicability

www.dco.uscg.mil/ocsncoe; ocsncoe@uscg.mil

Self-Elevating Unit 

(Independent-Leg)

Column-Stabilized 

Unit (Moored)

Column-Stabilized 

Unit (Dynamically 

Positioned)

Drillship (Dynamically 

Positioned)
Self-Elevating Unit 

(Mat-Supported)

Self-Elevating Units (SEUs) are commonly 

referred to as Jack-Ups (J/Us).

Column-Stabilized Units are also known as 

Semi-Submersibles.

Each example shown below could fall into 

any of the inspection/exam schemes listed 

on this chart, but the most common 

schemes per type are:

   SEUs – U.S.; Options A & B

   Column-Stabilized – Options B & C

   Drillships – Option C
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