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1. Exlosure (1) is forwarded for information ard use.

2. Those MOIU's which are equipped with tailshafts which are stress relieved
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Subj:  MODU TATLSHAFT DRAWING INTERVALS

Recently, Global Marime Drilling was authorized a ten year tailshaft
examination interval for their MODUs GLOMAR ARCTIC I and GLOMAR ARCTIC IIT,
These units are outfitted with stress relieved, continuously lined

tailshafts. The stern tubes and propellers are designed to permit inspections
to be carried out and clearance readings taken during an underwater &
examination in lieu of drydocking. Henceforth, MODUs fitted with similar
tailshafts ave extended tha same benefit providad the following conditions ars
mets

a. A letter detailing the umit's operating history and the number of
hours the shafts were in operation since the unit's previous USCG underwater
body examination or drydocking must be presented to the cognizant Officer-In—
Charge, Marine Inspection (OCMI) when scheduling the next examination.

b. At each USCG required drydocking or underwater body examination, a
visual examination of the llner/coatlng shall be made through the stern tube-
inspection accesses.

c. At each USCG required drydocking or underwater body examinationm, the
propeller tip to nozzle clearznces shall be taken. Tip to nozzle clearances
shall be taken at each propeller tip and at the same nozzle position at each
inspection. Bearing wear down limits shall be in accordance with 46 CFR
61.20-23, :

d. A3l inspections and bearing examinations shall be conducted to the
satisfaction of the cognizant OCMI. If evidence of excessive wear or damage
is found, the OCMI may require tailshafts to be drawn for further exzamination
or repair. A copy of the inspection report will be forwarded to G-MVI by the ]
OCMI for review.

e. At the end of the ten vaar interval the tailshafts will have to be
withdrawn for examination of the shafts and bearings by a USCG inspector.

Please advise your field umits of this.recent determination. This policy will
be incorporated into the Marine Safety Manual and ultimately into the future
revision of &6 CFR, Subchapter IA,
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