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From: Commander, Eighth Coast Guard District 
To: Distribution 

Subj: STCW APFLICJGILITY TO PODUS 

Ref: (a) 	 International Convention on Standards of Training, 

Certificating and Watc:kkec~ing (STCX), 1976 


1. Enclosures (I) through (d), which discuss the egplic2kilit-i 
of the STCN to EIODUs, are fordark< fcr your infcrmaticn. ^ 

2. 	 In accordance with Article TTT-_ -̂ -
non-salf-propelled FODU does mt 
and tlherefcre STCW reqirements C 

Encl: (1) 	 COMDT (G-MSO-1) ltr X712)9 of 4 Kov C6 
(2) 	 International fiegisxies, Inc ltr of 15 p:ov C6 
(3) 	 Vanuatu Maritime Sc-"-icEs, L.+c! 2.tr cf ,̂I :rc-.- c-5 
(4) 	 Republic of Fanama, Directorate of Ccrsular and 

Maritime Affairs ltr of 11 Dee 96 

Di 'St: All 	 Eighth District Gulf EeSion E!SOs, KU and p!SDs 

. 
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Ukled Stxes Csast Guam 	 Wasnington. DC 205~3-cc101 

Staf? Symbol: C&SO-1 

Fhone: (202) Xi-02 i 3 
Coast Guard FAX: (202 Xi-!570 

16712/g 

Mr. Akin Spa&man 
Director, Offshore Technical and Re-gulatory Affairs 
International Association of Drilling Contractors 
P.O. Box 3287 

Houston, TX 772103287 


Dear Mr. Spackaan: 

This is in response to your letter dared October 18, 1996, regrdin,o the appiicabiiiry of the 
International Convention on Standards of Training, Ceticarion and Watchkeeping for 
Seafarers, 1978, as amended (STCW) to non-self-prope!led vessels. The STCW Convention 
applies to seafarers se-ins on board sea,ooing shim. In the context of this Convexim, Lye have 
a!wavs considered the txaditional defkition of the term ‘?&i~" to be a se!f-propelled vessel. 

Tie&ore, non-self-propelled mobile offshore drilling mits~(M0DIJ.s) would fA1 outside the 
scope of STCW and the persoMe serving on board such vesse!s would not be required to 
cz~pl;~~ jib its requireznents. 

‘,i;e hope this clarifies this raatte: for you. Should you have further questions or require 
additional information. pieaze contact CDR Greg Jones of my s*&at the above number. 

Sincerely, 

Enclosure (1) 



INTTWATIONALREGISTRII, LNC. 


November, 15, 1996 

Mr. Alan Spa&man 

Director, Offshore Technical and 


Regulatory Affairs 

International Association 


of Driiling Conrractors 

P.O. Box 4287 
Houston, Texas 772103287 

Re: P.pplicabiIity of the STCW Convention 

Dear !vlr. Spa&man: 

Tnis is to confirm that as adminis*xators for both the Liberian and Marshall Islands registries. 
our view is that non-self-propelled vessels fail outside the scope of the 1978 STCW 
Convention, Amended 1995. This is based on IMO Resolution A.538(13), paragraph 2.4.1 
which s-rates that seafarers on board self-propelled mobiie offshore units shouId meet the 
require,ments of the STCW Convention, 1978. 

S incereiy yours, 

Captain James R. Norman 
Chief, Merchant Marine Offke: Division 



VANUATU MARITIME SERVICES LTD 
90 WASHINGTON STREET, 22”’ FLOOR 

TELEPHONE:212-625.960 

FACSIMILE:ili-diC.96’ 
NEW YORK. NEW YORK 10006 

TELEX: 229346 VAN MAR SVc. 

November 21,1996 

MR.ALANSPACKhMN 
DIFtECTOR,OFFSHORETECHNlCALAND 
REGULATORYAFFAIRS 
IME:NATlONALASSOCiATiONOFDRlLL!NGCO~CTORS 
P.O.EOX4287 
HOUSTON,TX772103287 

Dear Mr. Spackman, 

RE:APPL!CAElUNOFTHESTCWCONVENTiON 

I refer to your letter dated November 18, IwE6 on the above subject. 

Our interpretation of the STCW requirements is the same 2s that of the US Coast Guard re!ative to non-ss!f 

prope!ld MOGUs. 

However, it has been a practice within the Vanuatu iI& to require that owners assign personne! aboard non-se!f 

prope!l& MODUS to be responsible for the operation of the survival craft - lifeboats, liferafts, rescue boats, etc. 

These maritime personne! will be required to have the appropriate certification as AEs/Lifeboatmen. 

il vesse!s in the fieet, whether se!f propelled or not, are issued Minimum Safe Manning Certificates. Currently these 

4SMCs require at least one ceniiicated Afi/Lifeboatman for every 2 survival craft on non-se!f prope!ld, but 

manned, vessels. We also require owners to assign one designated person in charge, be he a master, offshcrz 

installation manager, etc.; and, where radio communications equipment has been installed, and a radio s*&tion 

license has been issued, at leasi 1 (or 2, denending on the vessel) personnel with radiotelephone operator’s 

licenses. 

I trust that this answers your question. 

On a different subject I wiil be in Houston for the next Navigation Safety Advisory Council meeting December 14 -
16, 1%: I am vicechairman of that Coast Guard sponsored organization. I would like to meet with you and Alan 

Gusiin on December 13, l-93 at your convenience. I will be calling next week to discuss- 

&K 
Vice Fr . ent- ritime Safety 

cc: 	 Mr. Alan Gustin: See the lasi paragraph. Are YOU ~VZikbie? 

Marine Drilling Companies 

One Sugar Creek Center Elvd, Suite .!XO 

Sugar Land, Texas i?473 -3555 

Enclosure (3)
IN NELL’ YORK D/D/A V,h!S - SHIP REGISTRY 
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Chai,rEzn, Pan= Cf'fshore Ind~:st~ ~dviscry C&ttee 
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