
* This reference material is intended for use by 
individuals who have received training from an 
accredited packaging and shipping training 
program.  
 
 

Infectious Substance Category A 
An infectious substance in a form capable of causing permanent 
disability or life threatening or fatal disease in otherwise healthy 
humans or animals when exposure to it occurs 
–Use identification number UN2814 for Infectious substances, 
affecting humans 
–Use identification number UN2900 for Infectious substances, 
affecting animals 

 
Infectious Substance Category B 
An infectious substance NOT in a form generally capable of causing 
permanent disability or life threatening or fatal disease in otherwise 
healthy humans or animals when exposure to it occurs 
–Use identification number UN3373 

 

Exempt Human or Animal Specimen 
DOT does not have this category in their regulations. According to 
DOT, exempt human or animal specimens are not subject to 
requirements as Division 6.2 material 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Excerpts taken from U.S. Department of Transportation  49 CFR Part 173 



Infectious Substance Shipping: Category A 
 

Inform receiver of specimen 

For liquids: no more 
than 50mL 
For solids: no more than 
50g 

Primary specimen 
container 

-Watertight 
-Properly marked 

-Secure cap  
(e.g. Parafilm, tape, etc) 

 
 

                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

For dry ice: 
-Use UN1845 label 
-Weight of dry ice 

(LBs/2=Kgs) 
-Class 9 label 

-Add to shipper’s decl. 

Secondary container 
-Watertight 

-Cushioning for primary 
container 

Liquids: pack enough 
absorbent material to 
absorb all liquid in 
case of breakage 

Multiple specimens: 
wrap individually to 
prevent contact 
breakage within 
secondary container 

Outer container 
-UN approved 

-Cushioning for secondary container 
-Submission form 

-Shipper’s declaration 

Outer markings 
-Your (shipper) name, 
address and 24 hour 

contact phone 
-Consignee’s full name, 

address and contact 
phone 

 

Outer labeling 
-UN 2814 

-Orientation labels if necessary 
-Class 9 if using dry ice 

-Infectious substance class 6.2 

Excerpts taken from U.S. Department of Transportation  49 CFR Part 173 



 
Infectious Substance Shipping: Category B 

 

Inform receiver of specimen 

Primary specimen 
container 

-Watertight 
-Properly marked 

-Secure cap  
(e.g. Parafilm, tape, etc) 

For liquids: no more 
than 1L 
For solids: no more than 
4kg 

Inform receiver of specimen 

Primary specimen 
container 

-Watertight 
-Properly marked 

-Secure cap  
(e.g. Parafilm, tape, etc) 

For liquids: no more 
than 1L 
For solids: no more than 
4kg 

For liquids: no more 
than 1L 
For solids: no more than 
4kg 

Primary specimen 
container 

-Watertight 
-Properly marked 

-Secure cap  
(e.g. Parafilm, tape, etc) 

Inform receiver of specimen 

 
 

                  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Secondary container 
-Watertight 

-Cushioning for primary 
container 

Liquids: pack enough 
absorbent material to 
absorb all liquid in 
case of breakage 

Multiple specimens: 
wrap individually to 
prevent contact 
breakage within 
secondary container 

Outer container 
-Cushioning for secondary container 

-Submission form 

Outer labeling 
-Biological Specimen Category B 

-Orientation labels if necessary 
-Class 9 if using dry ice 

For dry ice: 
-Use UN1845 label 

-Weight of dry ice (LBs/2=Kgs) 
-Class 9 label 

-NO shipper’s declaration 

Secondary container 
-Watertight 

-Cushioning for primary 
container 

Liquids: pack enough 
absorbent material to 
absorb all liquid in 
case of breakage 

Multiple specimens: 
wrap individually to 
prevent contact 
breakage within 
secondary container 

Outer markings 
-Your (shipper) name, 

address and contact 
phone 

-Consignee’s name, 
address and contact 

phone 

Outer labeling 
-Biological Specimen Category B 

-Orientation labels if necessary 
-Class 9 if using dry ice 

For dry ice: 
-Use UN1845 label 

-Weight of dry ice (LBs/2=Kgs) 
-Class 9 label 

-NO shipper’s declaration 

Secondary container 
-Watertight 

-Cushioning for primary 
container 

Liquids: pack enough 
absorbent material to 
absorb all liquid in 
case of breakage 

Multiple specimens: 
wrap individually to 
prevent contact 
breakage within 
secondary container 

Outer labeling 
-Biological Specimen Category B 

-Orientation labels if necessary 
-Class 9 if using dry ice 

For dry ice: 
-Use UN1845 label 

-Weight of dry ice (LBs/2=Kgs) 
-Class 9 label 

-NO shipper’s declaration  
 

 

Excerpts taken from U.S. Department of Transportation  49 CFR Part 173 
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