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Subject: World hunger and the removal of trade barriers against the poorest countries in the
world

It was pointed out at the recent FAO summit that 900 people die of starvation in the world every day
and that 800 million people, 300 million of them children, do not have enough food. The FAO warns
that the situation is worsening in the poorest countries in southern Aftrica (in particular Zimbabwe,
Malawi, Zambia, Mozambique, Lesotho and Swaziland).

A recent study by the World Bank showed that liberalisation of world trade, by itself, could rescue
more than 320 million people from poverty by 2015.

The Commission’s recent initiative ‘Everything but Arms’, which targets precisely the 48 poorest
countries in the world and whose aim is the total elimination of customs duty on their exports to the
EU, except for arms, is being undermined by a timetable for implementation which, in the face of the
urgent and dramatic nature of the figures quoted above, is being excessively and unjustifiably drawn
out. For example, duty on rice and sugar is to be reduced by only 50% by 2007 and will not be totally
removed until 2009.

Since the time factor is crucial in any political action, but especially for the millions of people who are
living in poverty, to delay those measures which may help to combat poverty will therefore deprive
them of tangible hope in their daily struggle for survival.

Does not the Commission consider that the ‘Everything but Arms’ initiative urgently needs to be
revamped and stepped up, by being extended to other poor countries and, above all, being applied
immediately and definitively to all products as of 1 January 2003?
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