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Subject: Attacks and intimidation directed at journalists by the Government of the Community of
Madrid, governed by the Spanish People’s Party

This week, it was revealed that the Head of Cabinet of the President of the Community of Madrid,
Isabel Diaz Ayuso, made direct threats to a newspaper’'s management: ‘We will crush you. You will
have to close.’

He has also admitted to spreading unfounded rumours about two journalists on social media,
slandering them, accusing them of criminal behaviour and identifying them by name and with their
photographs. Such conduct is entirely illegal.

The Spanish Federation of Journalists’ Associations' and the Madrid Press Association?, as well as
international representative organisations such as Reporters Without Borders3, have strongly
condemned the intimidation and attacks on the freedom of the press by senior officials of the
Community of Madrid.

1. Does the European Commission consider that these attacks violate Article 11 of the Charter of
Fundamental Rights of the European Union on freedom of expression and information?

2. Does the European Commission believe that these actions constitute an attack on the rule of law
in Spain?
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' https://fape.es/la-fape-denuncia-y-condena-el-comportamiento-de-la-comunidad-de-madrid-con-periodistas-
de-eldiario-es-y-el-pais/

2 https://www.apmadrid.es/comunicado/la-apm-condena-la-actitud-de-cargos-de-la-cam-de-coartar-el-libre-
ejercicio-del-periodismo-con-acusaciones-falsas/

3 https://iwww.rsf-es.org/espana-rsf-exige-al-gobierno-de-madrid-que-cese-inmediatamente-sus-ataques-y-
bulos-contra-periodistas-pruebe-sus-acusaciones-y-respete-la-libertad-de-prensa-pilar-de-la-democracia/
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