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Deal on EU ban on products made with forced 
labour

Suspected use of forced labour to be investigated and, if proven, 
products to be withdrawn from the market

• 

Decision to open an investigation to take into account whether 
product is from an area where there is high risk of state-imposed 
forced labour

• 

Products can be allowed back on the market if forced labour is 
eliminated from supply chain

• 

Early Tuesday, negotiators from Parliament and Council reached a provisional 
agreement on new rules that ban products made with forced labour from the EU market.

The new regulation would create a framework for enforcing this ban, including through 
investigations, new IT solutions and cooperation with other authorities and countries.

Investigations

According to the agreed text, national authorities or, if third countries are involved, the EU 
Commission, will investigate suspected use of forced labour in companies’ supply chains. If the 
investigation concludes that forced labour has been used, the authorities can demand that 
relevant goods be withdrawn from the EU market and online marketplaces, and confiscated at 
the borders. The goods would then have to be donated, recycled or destroyed. Goods of 
strategic or critical importance for the Union may be withheld until the company eliminates 
forced labour from its supply chains.

Firms that do not comply can be fined. However, if they eliminate forced labour from their supply 
chains, banned products can be allowed back on the market.
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High-risk goods and areas

At Parliament’s insistence, the Commission will draw up a list of specific economic sectors in 
specific geographical areas where state-imposed forced labour exists. This will then become a 
criterion to assess the need to open an investigation.

The Commission can also identify products or product groups for which importers and exporters 
will have to submit extra details to EU customs, such as information on the manufacturer and 
suppliers of these products.

Digital tools and cooperation, including with third countries

A new Forced Labour Single Portal would be set up to help enforce the new rules. It includes 
guidelines, information on bans, database of risk areas and sectors, as well as publicly available 
evidence and a whistleblower portal. A Union Network Against Forced Labour Products would 
help to improve cooperation between authorities.

The rules also foresee cooperation with third countries, for example in the context of existing 
dialogues or implementation of trade agreements. This may include information exchange on 
risk areas or products and sharing best practices, in particular with countries with similar 
legislation in place. Commission acting as a lead competent authority may also carry out checks 
and inspections in third countries, if the relevant company and the government of the third 
country agree to it.

Quote

Co-rapporteur Samira Rafaela (Renew, NL) said: “This law is ground breaking in the field of 
human rights. It will prevent forced labour products from entering our market. And it has several 
references to remediation. It is a step forward in achieving fair trade and cleaning up supply 
chains, while prioritising human rights. To combat forced and state-imposed labour, we must 
work with like-minded partners and become a strong ally in the global fight against forced 
labour.”

Co-rapporteur Maria-Manuel Leitão-Marques (S&D, PT) said: “Forced labour has been a reality 
for too long, and it remains a reality for too many. There were an estimated 27,6 million people 
affected by it in 2021, mostly in the private sector, but also victims of so-called state-sponsored 
forced labour. The deal we reached today will assure the EU has an instrument to ban products 
made with forced labour from the Union market as well as to tackle various forms of forced 
labour, including when it is imposed by a state.”

Next steps

The European Parliament and Council will now both have to give their final green light to the 
provisional agreement. The regulation will then be published in the Official Journal and enter 
into force the following day. EU countries will thereafter have 3 years to start applying the new 
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https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197868/SAMIRA_RAFAELA/home#detailedcardmep
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197635/MARIA-MANUEL_LEITAO-MARQUES/home


rules.

Background

The forced labour regulation focuses on products and will not place additional due diligence 
requirements on companies that do not use forced labour in their supply chains. Nevertheless, it 
is often associated with the directive on Corporate Sustainability Due Diligence that was 
provisionally agreed between Parliament and Council, but that has so far not been given a final 
OK from the Council.

Further information
Text of the provisional deal
Procedure file
Press release on the adoption of EP mandate  (16.10.2023)
Press conference with rapporteurs on Parliament's position (17.10.2023)

Contacts

Maris KURME
Press Officer

(+32) 2 28 43512 (BXL)
(+32) 477 99 06 65
maris.kurme@europarl.europa.eu

EN

Press release

Press Service, Directorate General for Communication
European Parliament - Spokesperson: Jaume Duch Guillot
Press switchboard number (32-2) 28 33000

3 I 3

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20230524IPR91907/meps-push-companies-to-mitigate-their-negative-social-and-environmental-impact
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meetdocs/2014_2019/plmrep/COMMITTEES/CJ33/AG/2024/03-20/1298958EN.pdf
https://oeil.secure.europarl.europa.eu/oeil/popups/ficheprocedure.do?lang=en&reference=2022/0269(COD)
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/news/en/press-room/20231016IPR07307/towards-an-eu-ban-on-products-made-with-forced-labour
https://multimedia.europarl.europa.eu/en/webstreaming/press-conference-by-maria-manuel-leitao-marques-and-samira-rafaela-co-rapporteurs-on-prohibiting-pro_20231017-1430-SPECIAL-PRESSER
mailto:maris.kurme@europarl.europa.eu

	Deal on EU ban on products made with forced labour
	Further information
	Contacts


