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CAPTAIN WILLIAM P, CHILTON
UNITED STATES NAVY

William Pierce Chilton was born in Montgomery, Alabama, on No-
vember 14, 1905, son of the late William P, and Mimnie Pickett Chil-
ton, He attended Sidney lanler High School in Mntgomery, and Ala-
bama Polytechnic Institute, Auburn, Alabama, prior to hilsg appoint-
ment to the U, S, Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland, in 1925. He
was graduated and commissioned Ensign on June 2, 1927, and through
tibsequent advancement attained the rank of Captain, to date from
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Mhrch 20, 1945,
% After graduation from the Naval Academy in June 1927, he waz
agsigned to the USS COLORADO, 1in which he had gunnery duties as a
junior officer for four years, From June 1931 to May 1934 he served
with destroyers of the Pacific Fleet, USS SICARD, USS ROPER and

UBS RATHBURNE, He then returned to Annapolis where he completed

the course in Ordnance Engineering at the Naval Postgraduate School,
th June 1937, the last year of that period being spent at various

ordnanee establishments,

. From June 1937 until October 1939 he was Gunnery Officer of

fhe USS CRAVEN (DD 382), and for eighteen monthe thereafter remalned
it sea as Executive Officer of the USS MAURY (DD 401), Detached
from the latter, he reported in May 1941 to the Navy Department,
Washington, D, C,, where he served during the esrly World War IT
period (until February 1944) in the Bureau of Owdnance., There he
superviged the production of guns for the wartime Navy program, for
which he recelved a commendatory letter from tie Chief of the Bu-

real,

Ordered to =ea, he served from February >944 until July 1945
as Qunnery Officer on the staff of Commender Amphibiousg Group ONE,
Pacific Fleet, on board the USS ESTES (AGC 12), flagship, and also
served as Actlng Plans Officer preparatory to,and during the early
operationg of the attack on Saipan. He was awarded the Leglon of
Merit, with gombat "V," for "exceptionally meritorimas conduct...as
Gunnery 0fficer on the staff of the Commander Amphibious Group OVE,
during the planning and operational phases of the amphibilous as-
sault and capture of Salpan, Angaur, Iwo Jima, Okinawa, and the
occupation of Ulithi, from February 27, 1944 to July 9, 1945,.,"
during which time he gontributed "materially to the success of the
amphibious campaigne."

~ In September 1945 he joined the staff of Commander in Chief,
Paclfic Fleet, to serve until June 1946, first es Assistant Gunnery
Officor, and later as Fleet Gunnery and Training Officer. He then
returned to the Bu'eau of Ordnance, where for three years he was
Chief of the Logistlics and War Plans Sectlon, On July 23, 1949 he
sssumed command of the USS OKANOGAN (APA 2005, a unit of Amphibious

Yorces, Atlantic Fleet, and during the year of his command, the
OKANQGAN was awarded the Battle Efficicncy Pennant. ‘
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. On July 29, 1950 ho again peported to the staff of Commander
in Chief, Paclfic Floet, and this time served as Amphibious Planner,

“Blane Division, In August 1951 he was designated Administrative

Assistant to the Chief of Staff, Joint Staff, CINCPAC. Detached
from staff duty in July 1954, he reported on August 6 to the Joint
Amphibious Board, Little Creek, Virginia, ag Senior Navy Represgnta-
ftve., The Joint Amphibious Board operations consisted of doctrinal
tactical and procedural studies relating to amphibious warfayre gnd

@?tarial and training related thereto.

. From February 15 tp June 20, 1955 he served as Assistant Chlef
of Btaff for 0-5 Section (concerning Joint Amphibious matters in
apcordance with dlrections of Joint Action Armed Forces) on the
staff of Commander Amphibilous Force, Atlantic Fleet, On June 21,

1955 he assumed command of the U, S, Naval Mine Depot, Yorktown,

Virginie. There he also ls Senlor Officer Present Afloat, with
administrative duties for ships in the York River Area as losal
neprecentative of'CommandeP_Naval Rase, Norfolk, Virginla,

In addition to the Legion of Merit with Combat "V," Captaln
Chilton has the Americen Defense Service Medal with star; American
Campalgn Medal; Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal with four stars; the
World War II Victory Medal; and the National Defense Service Medal.
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