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COMMANDER CHARLES E. COLAHAN
- U. 8. NAVY, DECEASED

’ Charlee Ellwood GoTahan.wae born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania,
an October 25, 1849. He wag appointed to the U. S. Naval Academy,
IAnnapolik, Maryldnd, from the Fourth District of his native state

in 1865, Graduvated on June 4, 1869, he was commissioned Ensign to
date from January 12, 1870; Master, August 13, 1872; Lieutenant,

July 20, 1875; Lieutenant Commander, June 19, 1897; and to Gommander

,to dabe from July 1, 1900

i

4 PollOWlng graduatlon from the Naval Academy in 1869, he was

" gent to Duropean Station, where he had consecutive duty in the USS
JUNIATA and the USS FRANKLIN, In April 1872 he reported aboard the
‘USS PORTSMOUTH and later transferred to the USS TANCASTHR, bLoth
_eperatlng on South Atlantic Station. Ordered to Philadelphle,

- Penng ylvania, he was assigned in October 1875 to the Recelving Shﬁp
POTOMAC, continuing duty there from December 1876 to June 1877 in
~the Tralning Ship CONSTITUTION. He joined the USS TENNESSEE, flag-
'ehip of the Commander Asiatic Station, When that vessel was recalled
for duty in the Nporth Atlantic area, he was- detached for service
from March 1878 in the Uss MONOOAPY.

u;‘: Returning to the United States in December 1880, he was as-
gigned until March 1883 to the League Isgland Navy Yard Phlladelphla,
Penngylvanla, interspersed with instruction in torpedoes between
«May and Auguet 1882. He had.brief duity in the USS TALLAPOOSA before
néporting in May 1883, aboard the USS TENNESSEE, During June and
July 1886 he had special duty in Wew York, New Yorlk, after which he
vas attached to the U. S. Naval Academy, Annapolis, Maryland. While
there he participated in 1888 in the Midshipmens summer cruise a-
b0aré the practice ship CONSTELIATION, He was a member of the Board,
MaVy Department, Washington, D. C,, from July 1889 to July 1890,
when he joined the Uss PHILADELPHIA and in June 1891 traanerred

. to the USS BENNINGION, both operatinv w1th the North A¢lantic Fleet,

?n.Aunust 1893 he was again assigned to the Naval Academy,
where he vemained unbtil July 1896, In 1895 he sailed with the Mid-
shipman during thelr summer cruise in the practice ship MONONGAHEIA.
Detached from the Naval Academy, he then joined the USS DETROIT. e
was aboard that cruiser during the Spanish-American War and partici-
pated In blockade duty off Havana, Cuba, and in the bombardment of
San Juan, Puerto Rico, Follow1ng the cesgsation of hostilities in
Augugt. 1898, he transferred to the U35 CHICAGO,

g From April to June 1899 he was assgigned to the Navy Yard, Bos-
fon, Massachuqetts, after which he had duty in the Bureau of Nav:m
é ation, Navy Depsrtment, Washington, D. C. On March 15, 1900 he

became Commandant of Mldshibmen at the U, S5, Naval Academy. While

gserving in that capacity he was in command of the USS3 CHESAPEAKE
(1900), USS INDIANA (1901, 1902), during the Midshipmen's summer
crulres He reported in M&y 1905 as Prospective Commanding Officer
of the USS CLEVETAND, buillding at the Bath (Maine) Iron Works, but
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vae detached on November 2, 1902, the day of her commissioning, and
ordered to the Naval Hospital, Boston, Massachusetts, for treat-
ment. He died at his home in lambertville, New Jereey. on March

11. 190d.

Commander Colahan had the Spanish Campaign Mddal.

. A destroyer, the USS COLAHAN (DD 658) was named in honor of
Commander Colahan. Mrs. Polly Colahan Hinkamp, adopted deughter of
Commander Colahan'es son and wife of Lieutenant Commander M, N.
Pleter Hinlamp, sponsored the vessel when she was launched at the
Bethleham Steel Commanv. Staten Taland  New Vanrl  an Maw 3 10lX
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