CAPTATN PAUL E. EMRICK.
UNITED STATES NAVY

Paul HEdgar Emrick wds born in Butler,.Pennsylvania, on April 1,
1910, son of Edgar A,.and Emma L. (Keck) Emrick. He attended Butler:
High School before his appointment to the U.. S8, Naval-Academy, Annapo-
1is, Maryland, from the Twenty-sixth Congressional Digtrict of hils
native state in 1928. Graduated and commlzsloned Ensign on June 2,
1932, he subsequently advanced; attalning the rank of Captain, to date
from January 1; 1951,

After graduation from the Naval Academy in 1952, he joined the
USS CONCORD. He was aboard that cruilser at Long Beach, California,
during the earthquake there in 1933, and followlng the quake went
ashore as a member of the Navy Shore Patrol, Detached from the CON-
CORD in October 1934, he was ordered to the Naval Alpy 3tation, Pensa-
cola, Florida, for flight training. Designated Naval Aviator on Janu-
ary 6,_1936, he then reported for duty with Cruiser Scouting Squadron
Four, based on the U3S HOUSTON, In June 1638 he transferred to Torpedo
Squadron Two, based on the USS LEXINGTON, and continued to serve with

that squadron until June 1939,

He was an Instructor in Sguadron VN5D8 at the Naval Alr Statlon,
Pensacola, Florlda, until Sgptember 1940, followed by asimilar duty in
Squadron VN1D7 at the Naval Aip Statlon, Miami, Florida. He remained
in Mjami until August 1941 and the next month was ordered to the Naval
Air Station, Norfolk, Virginla, where Torpedo Squadron EIGHT was fit-
ting out. The squadron was commissioned on October 21, 1941 and; as-
signed to the USS HORNET, He served with Torpedo Sguadron BEIGHT .until
February 8, 1942, when he wag assigned pre-commissioning duty with
Torpedo Squadron NINE, He assumed command of that gguadron on November
1, 1942, and continued to command that unit until December 1943, He
was awarded the Distinguished F1ying Croass, the Air Medal, a Gold Star
in lieu of the Second Distingulshed Flying Cross, a Gold Star In lieu
of the Second Air Medal, for outstanding services as Commander Torpedo
Squadron NINE and Commandsr Air Group NINE; based on the USS ESSEX.

The citationa follow 1n part:

Distinguished Flying Cross: "For herolsm and extraordinary a-
chievement;4;¢;in offensive action against enemy Japgnese forces en
Marcus Island, August 31, 1943. 1In the face of terrific antiaircraft
fire, (he) repeatedly led his squadron in persistent, vigorous strikes
against hostile positions on the island and, pressing home hils own
individual attacks wlth aggressive determination and superb airmanship
contributed materially to the severe, extensive damage inflicted on
important enemy shore installations and grounded alreraft,...."

Air Medal: '"For meritorious achlevement.....in offensive action
against enemy Japaneso forces at Wake Igland on October 5 and 6, 19Uz,
Fearlessly leading his squadron in an initial attack -against a heavily

fortified  alrfield on October 5, (he) successfully Jlocated his target
desplte extremely adverse weather and total darkncss and, skillfully
raneuvering for maximum striking power, pressed home g determined

~ glidésbombing attack on revetment areas in the face of withering anti-
‘aireraft fire., .The following day, he again conducted an effective
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rald on the island and,_through his'bfilliaﬁt léadership and outstand-
ing courage in the face’of f{ierce 0ppositionf geverely damaged numerous
other Japanese land based-installationsél.f.' T

Gold Star in lieu of the -Second Distinguished Flying Cross: "For
heroism and extraordinary achigvement,....as Commander of Alpr Group
NINE, atbached to the USS ESSEX,....ln the vicinity of Rabaul, New
Britain, and the Solomon Islands on November 11, 194%, Undaunted by
unfavorable weather condiltions, heavy enemy fighter opposition and
intense antiaircraft fire from shore insgtallations and combatant shipe
Commander Emrick planned and led an attack against enemy shippling at
Rabaul to gink a destroyer, demdge five heavy crulsers, damage thre
light cruisers, damage one light or heavy crulser and destroy sixtecn
enemy planes in the air, personally obtaining valuable pictures of the
action., When the Task Group of which he wad a part was attacked by
over a hundred enemy planes while his Air Group was launching a second
- 8trike against Rabaul later 1n the day, (he) repeatedly dived- through
the antiairecraft fire of our forces to enable his combat crev to des-
troy two of the forty-six planes destroyed by the Air Group,....'

Gold Star in lieu of the Second Aiy Medal: . "For meritorious
achievement.,...,(while) operating against an enomy Japaneso base at
Tarawa, Gilbert Islands, from November 18 to 25, 1943, Participating
in the agsault and occupation of these iglandeg, Commandsr Emrick boldlj
led hig group through intense and withering enemy antiaircraft fire

to carry out-repeated awift and aggresslve strikes against an Important
hoatilé base in this area, inflicting extensive damage on Japanese
aircraft and base installations. An outstanding leader and cxpert
airman, Commander Emrilck, by hils cdol courage and gallant fighting
spirit.undﬁr firg contributed to the succesg of these hazardous mis-
siong.eee. : S

Continuing duty in the ESSEX, he became Air Officer of that air-
craft carkier in January 1944, and in April of the same yéar was as-
/gigned duty as her Navigator., He ig entitled to the Ribbon for, and

" a facsimile of the PBesidential Unit Citation awarded the UBS ESSEX
for "extraordinary heroism in action against eneomy Japanese forces in
the air, ashore and afleat in the Pacific War Apea from August 351;
1943 to August 15, 1945,...." The citation.is concluded with: ".....
/Daring and dependable in combat, the EGSEX and her gallant off'icers

! and men rendered loyal service 1n achieving the ultimate defeat of the
¢ Japanese Bmpire, ' . B -

. Detached from the ESSEX on July 1, 1945, he reported the next
“month,as Executive Officer of the Naval Ajr Station, Jacksonville,
Florida. He remained there until January 1948, and in Juhe of the
same year completed the courge at the Armed Forces Staff College, Nor-
folk, Virginia, He then ecommanded Composite Squadron Eleven until
July 195Q, followed by duty as Cnhief of Staff to thée Commander Naval.
Air Technical Training, Naval Alr Statlon, Memphis, Tennessee. He
gerved in that capacity until August 1952, when he was ordered as -
Chief Staff Officer to the Commander Fleet Ajr, Hawgli, his present.
‘agslignment. ' ' ‘ : , '




Capt. P. E. Fmrick, USN : ' Page '3

In addition to the Distinguished Flying Cross with Gold Star,
the Air Medal with CGold Star, and the Ppesidential Unit Citation
Ribbon, Captain Emrick has the fAumerican Defense Service Medal, Fleet
Clasp; the American Gam?&ignfMedal; the Asiatic-Pacific Campaign Medal:

and the World War II Victory Medal,
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