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. Robert Joseph Foley was born- in Bast Qrange, Nov jursey, Jeauary
30, 1905, son of Henry Joseph and Mary E. (McMehon) Foley. He attended
Jgemaica, New York, High School, and was employed in the New York Stock
Exchange before his appointment to the U. 3. Naval Academy from the
Second District of New York in 1923, While attending the Academy he
sag a-member of the Varsity boxing and track teams, In the latter
gport, he established a new yocord in the high jump. Graduated and
commissloned Ensign on June 2,. 1927, he subsequently attained the rank
of Captaln to date from March 20, 1945, ' .

After graduatiop in 1927, he remained at the Academy for tho
short course of instruction In aviation, and in August 1927 jolned the
U35 FLORIDA in which he served untill May 193%0. He was next under ln-!
struction at the Naval Unit, Edgowood Arsenal, Edgewood, Meryland, com-
pleting the course in chemical warfare, and from July to December 1930,
had instruction at the Submarine Base, New London, Connecticut., -He
aprved In the USS S-41 with Submarinc Divislon 10, Aslatic Fleet, from

November 1930 until December 1933, '

: He joined the submarine R-2, based at New London, in April 193k,
and served in her until June 1935, The two succeeding years he was |
under instruction at thoe Postgraduate School,' Annapolis, where. he coms
pleted the course in Applied Communications, After one month at the !
Sibmarine Base, New London, Connecticut, he roporfed to USS3 CALIFORNIA
in July 1937, serving in her for two years, From June 1939 until Janu-
ary 1940 he was Communications Officer on the Staff of Commander, Bat-
tleships, Battle Force, US3 WEST VIRGINIA, Flagship, S

Tn January 1940 he joinced the USS3 ARIZONA and served as Communlca-
tiens Officer of that battleship until transferred in April 1941 o
duty as Alde and Flag Sccretary on the 3taff of Commander, Battleship
Division 2. He was asboard the USS TENNESSEE during the Japanese attack
on Poerl Harbor, In the spring of 1942 he was ordered to duty as
Squadron Radle and Sound Officer of Submarine Squadron FQOUR, transfep-
ring 1n July of that year to the USS GREENLING, from oné war patrol.

He received the pribbon for and a facgsimile of the Prosidential Unit
Citation awarded tho USS GREENLING "For outstanding performance in-com-
bat during three aggressive war patrols in enemy-controlled waters,
two in the Truk Area and the third in the Jopanese waters off tho coast

of HonshU,.,.." :

_ He assumed command of the USS GATO, submarine, in the fall of 1942,
retalning that commend for seven war patrols, For extraordinary hebo-
ism as skipper of the USS GATO which also received a Presidential Unit
Citation, Captain Foley was awarded the Navy Cross, and two Gold Stars
in 1lieu of tho second and third Navy Cross, The citations follow in

part:

i

Navy Cross: 'For extraordinary hercism as Commanding 0fflcer of
the USS GATO during the fourth war patrol of that vessel, Upon sights

. . 4ing a hostile convoy escorted by warships, Lioutenant Commander Foley,

with bold skill and daring, mansuvered his ship into position to strike
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ﬁhe enemy aond launched a vigorous attack., Sinklng ono Japancse tranéf
port and three cargo vessels totaling 31,700 tons, and dameging an o
unidentified ship, ho successfully avolded detectlon and desperate -
gnti-ﬁubmarine counter measures on the part of onemy escorting vessels

Q{loil

- Gold Star in licu.of sccond Navy Cross: "For extraordinary hero-
fsm,,... during threc vital submarine patrols in encmy Japanese waters,
Encountering strong hostlile oppositlon .and repeated depth charge at- -
tacks throughout this hazardous period, Commander KFoley daringly and -
aggressively fought hls ship at every opportunity, sinking three valu-
sble hostile craft anl damaging three others on each occasion skill-
fully evading the enemy and returning safe to base. When his craft
was scverely depth charged during one action resulting in extensive
hull damage and loss of power, he vallantly kept his cprippiled - ship -
under control and brought her back for repairs without loss. of person-

ne;.....

, Gold Star in lieu of Third Navy Cross: ".....Pighting his-ship .
florcely aud with outstanding tactical skill, Commandor Foley delivered
smashing torpedo attacks against escofted hostilc shipping and, by the
bold and effective use of his deck guns, succoeded in destroying: foup
enemy ships, including one heavily armed merchantman, out of a total -
of six sunk and another severely damaged during this hezardous patroid,
Employing export evaslve maneuvers under severe dopth charge and aerial
bombing attacks, he brought his ship through the fierce engagements |
without damage and returned her safe to port...." .

. Presidential Unit Citation, USS GATOr "For extraordinary herolsm
in action during her Fourth, Fifth, Sixth, Seventh, and Highth War
Patrols in enemy Japanese controlled waters in theo Solomon Islands,
Bismarck New Guineas and Truk Arcas, from January 1943 to April 19&4.
Pursuing tenacious tactics In the face of strong gurface and air oppo-
sition, the USS GATO penetrated hostile watérs to track and close her

targets, striking with swift fury and withdrawlng safely to renew her
relentless search for Japanese shipping and combatant: vessels, By her
accurate btorpedo and gunfire, she sank 13 Japanese ships for a total.
of 66,000 tons and damaged 5 for a total of 31,500 tons...,Thls notable
record of achievement under conditions of extraordinary difficulty and
- danger attests the GATO's readiness for combat and tho gallant fight-

ing spirit of her officers and men, thercby addihg now luster to the

traditions of the United States Naval Service." - . _

: After commanding a Submarine Division briefly, he-reported in
July 1944 to the Office of the Chief of Naval Cpcrations, Navy Depart-
ment, Washington, D. C. Ho returnod to the Pacific in July 1945 to
serve with the U, 8, Naval Technical Mission to Japan, 'He then com-
manded Submarine Squadron ONE, Pacific Fleet, for sixbteen months, with
‘additional duty as Commending Officer of Submarine Division 11, In
July 1947 he reported agaln to the 0fflce of the Cplef of Naval Opera-
tions, Naval Communications Divislon, and was assigned duty as Naval
‘Coordinater on the Joint Communications and Elesctronics Committee of

. the combined Communications Board, and collateral llaison duties,
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Completing the course at the Naval War College, Newport, Rhode
T¢land, ho reported in June 1950 to the stalf of Commander Subma-
rine Force, Atlantic Fleet, O0On July 1, 1952 he was relleved of his
duty as Chilef of Staff and Aide in that command, and ordered to the
Bureau of Naval Personnel for further dssignment. Under ordsersg of
August 12, 1952 he assumed command of the USS WISCONSIN (BB 64},
and commanded that battleship for a year in the Nopth Atlantic area,
cruiging to Norway, Rio de Janerio, Trinidad, Guantanamo Bay, and
Haitl, Since his detachment in the fall of 1953, he has been as-
‘gigned to the 0ffice of the Chief of Naval Operations, first as
Head of the Program Budget Branch, Logistic Plans Division, and
later ag Assistant Dirvector of Logistics Plans ~lvision.

: In addition to the Navy Cross with two Gold Stars, and the
Ribbon with star for the Presidential Unit Cltations to the USS
(GREENLING and the USS GATQ, Captain Foley has the Yangtze Service
Medal; the American Defense Service Medal, Fleet Clasp; Asiatic-
Pacific Campaign Medal, with three combat ztars; American Campalgn
Medal; World War II Victory Medal; Navy Occupation Service Medal;

gnd the National Defenere Service Medal,
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