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Dne of thoe United States! outstanding acos of World War IT and holder
of tho Nation's highost military awerd - the Medal of Honor - and forter Gover-
nor of the State of South Dakota, Joseph Jacob Foss is now o Brigodicr General
in the South Dakota Lir National Guard. Ho resignod his eomdssion ag My jor in
the U, 8. Marine Corps Reserve to ageept appointoent ag Idoutonant Colonsl in
the Air National Guard om Soptoubor 20, 1946, He was profmoted to Colonel on
September 20, 1950, and on Octobor 12, 1953, was advaneed to tho rank of Briga-
dier General in the South Dakota Adp Natidnal Guard.

~In tho rank of a Marino Rosorve'Captain, he was prosonted the Medal of
Honor by the late Progident Franklin D. Roosevelt at cerenonies at the White
House on May 18, 1943. The citation which acconpanied the award follows:

"For outgtanding horoisn and courage above and beyond the eall of duty ag
Executive Officer of a Marine Fighting Squadron at Guadaleanal, Soloion Islands.
Engoging in alilost daily combat with the enemy from October 9 to Novembor 19,
Captain Foss personglly shot down twenty-three Japancse planes and danaged others
80 se?erely'that their destruction was oxtronely probable, 1In addition, during
this period, he suecessfully lod a large nunber of oseort misgsions, skillfully
covoring reconnaissance, boubing and photographic plancs as well as surface craft,.
On Jabuary 15, 1943, ho added throe more enoly planes to his already brilliant
successes for a record of aerial conbat achieverent uwnsurpassed in this war.
Boldly searching out an approaching onery forae on January 25, Captain Foss led
his ejight Marino plancs and four drmy plancs into action, and, undaunted by tre-
lendously superior numbers, intoreepted and struek with such forece that four
Jopanose fighters werc shot down and the bombers woro turned back without To-
leoging a single bonb, Hig rerarkoble flying skill, inspiring leadership and
indordtable fighting spirit wero distinetive factors in the defonse of gtrategic
Anerican positions on Guadaleangl, "

John Jaeob Foss was born in 4pril 17, 1915, on o farnm near Sioux Falls,
South Dakota. Hig fathor, a farmor of Norwogian ancestry, wag killed in an guto-
nobile aceident during a storm in 1933, Hig mothor, of Scotch-Irish descent, was
Mary lacey. _ .

Following his gradustion fron high sehool in Sioux Fallg, he attended
Augustana Collsge for ode yoar and had three meresters at Sioux Fallg Gollege,
He then enrolled at tho Univorgity of South Dakota, in Vormillion, and was grodu-~
ated in 1940 with a degroe in Business Administration. In college he fought on
the boxing teom, was a hember of the track toan and Varsity Rifle Toan, and re-
wilitary training as a monmber of the Reserve Officer Training Corps Unit., In
Soptembor 1939 he joihod the 147th Division of the Army Field Artillery of the
Sou$%?Dakota National Guard.

The future Mec!" first beeano interested in flying when a squadron of
Marine flyers staged an atr show at Sioux Falls in 1932, Three yoars later he
had his firgt airplane ride, paying $5.00 to go up with a barngtorer. In 1937
he paid $65, on the installment plan for his first coursc in flying. Now and
thon he ronted a Tayloveraft, In 1939 ho took a Civil Acronautics Authority fly=
ing eourse at the University of South Dakota, and before graduation had 100 hourg
of £;Wing to hig eredit,
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He served in tho South Dakota National Guard from October 1939 to March
1940. Three mohths lator he hitch-hiked to Minneapolis to enlist in the Marine
Corps Reserve, Of the 28 moen applying, only two were accepted on June 14, 1940,
and assigned to inactive duty. In dugust 1940 he accepted appointient as an
aviation cadet in the Resorve, and lator that nonth was called to active duty
and sent to the Naval Jdir Station, Ponsacola, Florida, for flight training. He
conpleted advance training at Miemi, won his Marine wings and was corrissioned
Second Licutenant in the Marine Corps Roscrve on March 31, 1941, He was ad-
vanced to Firgt Licutenant while serving as an instructor at Pensacols on fpril
10, 1942, and was promoted to Captain on fugust 11, 1942, at Canp Kearnoy, Cali-
fOI'ni;’.l.

Foss arrived at Guadalcanal in September 1942 and beeame a Marine Ace
on October 29, Flying altost daily for one month, he shot down 23 cnory planes
during that period. Bagging three more later raised his total to 26, which tied
the VWorldd War I record of the noted Captein Eddic Rickenbacker and sct a now
reeord for World Vor II, His 26 plancs included 20 Zoro fightors, four bonbers
and two bi-planes, While at Guadaleanal he was forced to mke throe dead stick
landing on Honderson Field as a rosult of onepmy bullots erippling his engine.
In Novenbor he was shot down over the island of Malaita after accomting for
three Zeros hinself. Not a good swirmor, he had trouble getting ashore. Ros-
cued from the wateor by natives in a small boat, he learnod from then that had he
boen able to swinm, the dircetion in which he was headed would have earried hin %o
a crocodile-infested boach,

He received the Distinguvished Flying Cross from iAdmiral WHllian ¥F. Halscy,
USN, for his heroisn and extraordinary achievement in shooting down six cneny
Zeros and one cnoty borber in acrial combat during tho poriod October 13 to 20,

1942,

Returning to the United States in April 1943, he reported to Marine Corps
Hoadquarters, Washington, D. C., and tho noxt uonth was sent on a tour of Navy
Pre~-flight schools and Naval Air Stations where Mirines were in training, After
his 30~day rchabilitation leave, he went on a bond-selling tour of the United
States, after which he becale engaged in o vital traoining assigntient, He roturn-
ed to the Pacific in February 1944, having been prouoted to Major on June 1,1943,.
and became Squadron Cormender of Marine Fighting Squadron 115, He served in the
combat zone in the vicinity of Erdrau, St. Mathiag Group, but failed to better
hig '|Shoot-dowm" record. ‘

- In September 1944 ha wos ordered to Klamath Falls, Oregon, and in Febru-
ary 1945 bocane Operations and Training Officor at the Santa Barbara, Califor-
nia, Morine Corps 4ir Station., With the end of the war in fugust of that year,
he requested release from active duty. His terminal leave began in October, but
he was soon ordered to Iowa to appear at Navy Day cercionics in four citiocs of
that ‘state. Finally relieved of aetive duty on Docember 8, 1945, he remained
in the Marine Corps Reserve in inactive duty status until his rcsignation for
gervice in the Houth Dakotn Air National Guard.

} In 1948 he began o pelitical carecer and won clection to the South Dakota
House of Reprosontatives. Two years later he made an wnsuccessful bid in the
Republiean gubernatorial primary. - He returned to the State Logislature and in

. é -
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June 1954 won an overvhelming vietory for the nomination of Governor of his

notive state, Ho was electod the following Novoiber and again in 1956, sorve-
ing two terms with distinetion,

In addition to the Medal of Honor and Distinguished Flying Cross, Major
Foss has the Ribbon for the Presidential Unit Citation (Fourth Marine Division,
Reinfprced) ; the Jmeriecan Defonse Serviee Modal; Amorican Canpaign Medal; Asia-
tic-Pacific Campaign Medal i th throe engagement starss and the Vorld War TT
Victory Medal. :
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