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THE WHITE HOUSE

WASHINGTON

March 22, 1982

FOREWORD

This Day 12 Months the United States
of America Declar'd Independent which
they've Supported one year. God send
they Ever May ....

This stirring expression of pride and hope for
the future came from American naval surgeon
Jonathan Haskins, writing on July 4, 1777

while imprisoned in Mill Prison, England. It
reveals that indomitable spirit and faith of
America's forefathers that have sustained us in
our more than two centuries of history. Indeed,
they have been at the very heart of our courage
and will throughout periods of national crisis.

That same spirit and determination are revealed
in the words and deeds of the seafaring patriots
encountered within the pages of the Naval Docu-
ments. These indefatigable American seamen, with
unquestioned daring, risked their lives to ensure
the liberty and freedom defended throughout the
Revolution and held as cherished blessings by
free citizens today. Further, they represent the
proud tradition of the United States Navy from
its very beginnings -- as a principal defender

of America's freedom.

Along with my predecessors, I am pleased to
commend the Department of the Navy on this volume
of enduring scholarship. It contains many in-
sights and profound lessons of history that can
only benefit all who read it.

Q v Reeen






INTRODUCTION

Samuel Curwen, an American loyalist refugee in England and a former
Admiralty Judge, confided to his journal in July 1777 “that an insurrection
excited by an enthusiastic ardor for liberty, rightly or wrongly understood, and
in such distant provinces, is not to be easily quelled.” Judge Curwen was correct
in his perceptions, but he could not, of course, foresee that this particular insurrec-
tion in distant provinces would not be quelled until American independence was
won.

During the summer months of 1777 all out efforts were being made to
strengthen the defenses of the Delaware River approaches to Philadelphia. As a
member of a committee appointed for the purpose, John Adams sailed down river
to inspect the defensive works and chevaux de frise. Adams and the other com-
mittee members were accorded a little diversion on their inspection tour. He later
told his wife Abigail that they had a “Band of Musick” along, and that it sounded

v ery agreeable upon the Water.”

Although bracing for an expected British Army-Navy attack, Philadelphia
did not let the Fourth of July, first anniversary of the Declaration, pass unnoticed.
Ships in the river were dressed with American flags and streamers, yards were
manned, and a thirteen gun salute was fired “in honor of the Thirteen United
States.”” Similar observances were held in other cities.

Events which are seen unfolding through the documentation in this vol-
ume continue to demonstrate dramatically the overwhelming value of British sea
strength. Washington confided to the President of Congress that: ‘“The Amazing
advantage the Enemy derive from their Ships and the Command of the Water,
keeps us in a state of constant perplexity.” Richard Henry Lee was more explicit
about Admiral Howe’s fleet: “Curse on his Canvass Wings—Tis an unfair advan-
tage they take of us.” Fair or unfair, the Howe brothers, General and Admiral,
used their unchallenged naval superiority to move a large force to the Head of Elk
in Chesapeake Bay where the troops were landed to move on Philadelphia.

The cruise of the Continental Navy frigates Hancock and Boston started
with promise of success but ended disastrously when the former ship was captured,
the latter forced to run off, and their prize H. M. S. Fox retaken. The commanders
of the American frigates were at odds, and they pald a high price for their lack of
cooperation and coordination.

A growmg 1mpatxencc with the long delay in getting other Continental Navy
ships to sea is evident in Marine Committee correspondence. Raleigh, Captain
Thomas Thompson, and Alfred, Captain Elisha Hinman, finally sailed in company
for France. On their castward passage Raleigh engaged and heavily damaged
H. M. Sloop Druid, a convoy escort.

Upon their arrival in European waters, Thompson and Hinman would learn
that American naval vessels and privateers, operating from French ports, had the
British mercantile community in a state of near panic. From Whitehaven, England,

ix



a resident wrote: “I believe no Time last War were the people on this Coast
half so frightened as they have been lately on the Appearance of the American
Privateers.”

Of course, stepped-up rebel activity in the seas surrounding the British Isles
also generated additional Royal Navy ships out on patrol and consequently more
American vessels were captured. Increasing numbers of Yankee seamen languished
in Mill and Forton prisons. One prisoner observed that the curious citizenry would
come by to see the “Americans with horns.”

A newspaper item from New York dated September 29, 1777, carried the
notice that Captain John Tollemache commanding H. M. S. Zebra was killed in
a duel with a Captain Pennington of the Guards. The Zebra had arrived the day
before the duel, and the Guards officer had come a passenger in the ship. Captain
Tollemache was buried in New York’s Trinity Church yard. Particular notice is
taken of this duel bere because Tollemache, when commanding H. M. Sloop
Scorpion, was on the American Station before Lexington and Concord. Through
the years, he became a familiar figure to all who have worked on Naval Documents
of the American Revolution as his actions were followed in every volume since the
first in the series.

Dr. William James Morgan, the supcrlative editor of this unique documentary
work, is the Senior Historian in the Naval Historical Center where he is supported
by a small group of experienced and highly qualified colleagues. They form the staff
of the Center’s Historical Research Branch where, under Dr. Morgan’s leadership,
they share responsibilities for projects in addition to this Revolutionary War series.
Prominent among other Research Branch tasks is the preparation of a three volume
highly selective documentary history of the Navy in the War of 1812, These
dedicated staff members are Dr. William S. Dudley, Mrs. Joye L. DuRant,
Mr. E. Gordon Bowen-Hassell, Lieutenant Donna V. Nelson, USN, Mr. George
K. McCuistion, Mr. Robert I. Campbell, and Mrs. Katherine J. Huie.

Mr. and Mrs. Henry J. Scheffenacker, that incomparable husband and wife
team of editorial assistants whose names first appeared in Volume 1 with expres-
sions of appreciation for their outstanding contributions, retired while Volume 9
was in preparation. They have left an indelible mark of thoroughness and devotion.
They set the highest of standards for those who labor on Naval Documents to
strive for.

As Volume 9 neared completion, it was also learned that Commander W. E.
May, RN (Ret.) was leaving London and would be unable to continue research
and ‘manuscript procurement on our behalf at the Public Record Office. For more
than a decade, in what has been truly a labor of love, he has provided us with
British documents which are absolutely essential to the balanced coverage and
timely progress of Naval Documents volumes. We are deeply grateful to Gom-
mander May.

Madame Ulane Bonnel, dlstmgulshed and indefatigable historian in Paris,
as always, continued supportive of our needs from French depositories and indi-
viduals. Sound foreign document review and translation services were forthcoming

from Commander Canio Di Cairano, USNR (Ret.).
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Unpublished Crown copyright material in the Public Record Office, London,
is reproduced by permission of Her Majesty’s Stationery Office. Documents from
four ‘additional depositories appear for the first time in Volume 9—Savitz Li-
brary, Glassboro State College, Glasshoro, New Jersey; Charleston Library Society,
Charleston; New York Archives, Albany; Archives de la Marine, Brest, France.
These additions bring to ninety-five the number of libraries, archives, historical
societies, ctc., in as widely separated locations as Florence, Italy, and San Marino,
California, which have provided the manuscripts for the Naval Documents vol-
umes. The large number of institutions, in this country and abroad, whose holdings
are represented in this documentary series is a living testimony to the unstinting
assistance and cooperation the project has received since its inception and con-
tinues to receive today.

Joun D. H. KaNE, Jr.
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AMERICAN THEATRE
From June 1, 1777, to July 31, 1777

SUMMARY

Manning the Continental Navy ships continued to be a critical problem.
Captain John Burroughs Hopkins, commanding W arren, received authority from'
the Rhode Island legislature to employ a press gang. In Portsmouth, Captain
Thompson requested permission to recruit men from the Army for the Raleigh.

America’s privateers and Royal Navy ships were reaping a rich harvest of
prizes. One prize made by the Massachusetts Navy brig Tyrannicide carried a
cargo which would be welcomed by Washington’s army—thousands of blankets.
Merchants in the British West Indies appealed to naval authorities for increased
convoy protection. .

The Continental Navy frigates Hancock and Boston, operating in company,
captured H.M.S. Fox after a close hot engagement. Following this success, the
breech between the American captains widened. Early in July they fell in with
a small British squadron. Fox was recaptured, and Captain Manley, mistaking
frigate Rainbow for the 64 gun ship of the line Raisonable, surrendered the
Hancock without firing a shot. Boston escaped and found sanctuary on the Maine
coast. :

The British used their superiority afloat on Lake Champlain to destroy
American vessels at Skenesborough and to capture Ticonderoga. Anticipating a
naval thrust up the Hudson River, efforts were made to ready the two new Con-
tinental frigates in that river to join in the defense.

A huge English fleet, including troop transports, weighed from Sandy Hook
and stood southward. Capture of Philadelphia was the objective. Again, the
mobility afforded the enemy by water movement, and the uncertainty as to where
the attack would be made, proved extremely frustrating to General Washington.

Congress on June 14 resolved that the “Stars and Stripes” would be the
United States flag, and on the same day appointed John Paul Jones to command
the Ranger. The Marquis de Lafayette and Baron de Kalb landed in South
Carolina to cast their lot with the American cause.



2 AMERICAN THEATRE

1 June 1777 (Sunday)
CarraiN PHILEMON PownNoLL To VicE ApMiraL RicHArD Lorp Howk !

My Lord [Quebec, June 1, 1777] 2
I received the honour of your orders & instructions of the [12th of
April] by Capt. [Cornthwaite] Ommaney the [20th] of May, to the senior officer
here. I acquainted you by letter of [17th May] by his Majs Schonr the Gaspee,
of my arrival at Quebec, & inclosed my orders from the Lords of the Admxralty,
& informed you of my instructions till I should have the honour of receiving your
commands: in consequence of which Anxious to comply with yr Lordships wishes
that as few ships as possible might remain inactive here, & at the same time to
avoid any blame might fall on my head in case the expedition across the Lakes
should require further assistance, agreable to yr instructions I again consulted
Sr Guy Carleton; to know whether the Apollo could serve here any assistance
that in case she was not I should leave the com[mand] to [Richard] Pearson to
wlat]ch the Lakes he assurd me as the command of the army was in Genl
Burgoyne, not to leave the river on any acct till I had his sanction for it; having
~ before been desired by him to see me before he embark; I immJediately] set out
for St John in order as soon as possible to get his determmatlon on the.seamen
already on that service; [it] was that he did not think he had sufficient cause to
detain his Majs Ship Apollo as a fresh supply of men would be at hand on the
arrival of the Blonde in case he should want them—1I therefore End[eavor]ed to
put that part of the instructions into execution relative to &c., & which having
done I shall lose no time in joinn you at New York.—

1. Sir Henry Clinton Papers, CL. An undated and unsigned rough draft.
2. An approximate date as Apollo set sail for New York on 19 June.

JoHN MANLEY, DEPUTY CONTINENTAL AGENT FOR RHODE IsLAND, TO
CAPTAIN JOHN PAUL JONES!

Sir Providence ]une 1, 1777 -

]ohn Dobie the bearer, shew’d me the instructions you gave him, he
had Enter'd Several in consequence there on but as the Warren Wanted
Seamen as she was making ready to proceed on her Cruize, Capt [John Bur-
roughs] Hopkins Apply'd to the Legislature for liberty to Press men, &
accordingly he Obtain’d leave he therefore has press’d a Number of men,
Dobie had enter’d, for you he has therefore Requested he would Release
them but was Refus'd, I wrote him a few lines to the Council of Warr,
who have not met together since,?

Therefore I advis’d Dobie to come down to you for further Instruc-
tions, any Services I can render’d you should be glad to serve you and am
Sr [&c.]

John Manley
P.S. Capt Jones you must See that the Seamen that was the Cruize along
with you are Settled with in reguard to the prize money & see that Justice is
done them & then Dobie will be Able to Enter what men he wants

John Manley
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To Capt John Paul Jones
in the Service of the United States
Boston

1. Papers of John Paul Jones, 6578, LC.
2. See Manley to the Rhode Island Councnl of War, May 30, 1777, Volume 8, 1044.

CAPTAIN WILLIAM ROGERS TO THE NEw YORK CONVENTION !

June 1st, 1777

I have been desired by Zephaniah Platt, Esqr. to let the Convention
know what I think of fitting out the sloop Monigomery on another cruise.
I think that she is too small to cruise, as most of the enemy’s ships of value
will be of too much force for her to take; and as she is obliged to carry al-
most as many officers as a larger sized vessel would, it makes the pay come
very high for so small a vessel. But if the Convention thinks of keeping any
armed vessels for the State, I could not advise them to sell her, as there is
no better vessel of her burthen than she is: if the Convention thinks of
fitting out any larger vessel, she could always be commanded by an officer
out of the other vessel, and manned; which would make her expenses come
much lighter than they do now. As for my own part, I would be very willing
to serve the State, if they thought proper to employ me, if I had a vessel
that I could go alongside of a ship of 16 or 18 guns; for most of the enemy’s
ships will be well armed. If the Convention thinks of getting any larger
vessel, I would take another short cruise in the sloop, if not, I should not
choose to go any more in her.

If the sloop is fitted out again on a cruise, she wants the following
stores: 11 barrels pork; 10 barrels beef; 3000 wt. bread; 8 barrels flour; 2
barrels peas; 200 wt. powder; 200 swivel shot; some match stuff; 24 flints for
muskets; 15 flints for pistols; 30 wt. buckshot.

Provisions remaining on board: 9 barrels beef; 7 barrels pork; 4
barrels bread; 1 barrel flour.

William Rogers.

1. Journals of the Provincial Congress, Prownczal Convention, Committee of Safety and Council
of Safety of the State of New-York, 1775-1776-1777 (Albany, 1842), II, 462. Hereafter
cited as New York Provincial Congress.

JournaL oF H.M.S. Roebuck, CAPTAIN ANDREW SNAPE HAMOND !

May [June] 1777 [off Cape Henlopen]

Friday 23 A.M. at 8 weig’'d and gave Chace to 3 Sail to SE at 10

[Sunday 1] Saw two Sail to the Southw’d tack’d & at 1 half past
"brought too for them at 11 Spoke the Brune and a Brig
her Prize, Rec'd 14 Prisoners from the Brune, at Noon
made Sail and gave Chace to 2 Sail to the NE. Light
House WbN 5 Lgs.
First pt Fresh Gales and fair, latter light Airs P.M. dis-
cover'd one of the chace to be the Ballahoo, the other to
be her prize, a Schooner from Curracoa ? 1, past 3
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Anchor’d on the lower parts of the Sheers in 414 fath.
Light House SbEI4LE at 4 Rec’d 10 Prisoners from the
Ballahoo’s Prize.

1. PRO, Admiralty 51/4311.

2. General Washington, Humphrey Hughes, master, to Virginia with salt and medicines, made
a tender to Roebuck, Howe’s Prize List, October 24, 1777, PRO, Admiralty 1/488, 66.

2 June
JournaL oF HM.S. Ambuscade, CAPTAIN JOHN MACARTNEY !
June 1777 halfway Rock NNE b5 or 6 Leagues
Monday 2d at 5 modt and hazey saw a sail to the Etward at 6

hoisted the Barge out and sent her manned and Armed
wh the Lieut on board a sloop 14 past she got on board
at 8 Halfway Rock NBW 2 Leagues at 9 up fore sails
and hove too at 10 filled and made sail saw 3 sail at
11 halfway Rock NNE 4 or 5 Leags found The above
Sloop to be from Cammden, in Penobscute Bound to
Boston Sloop Success (One siphonis Fisher Master) have-
ing on Board 40 Chord of Wood Barge returned sent a
Petty Officer & 3 Men on Board do took her in tow  sent
the Barge to board another Sloop —

Light airs and hazey wr in Chace 14 past 2 the Barge
Boarded the Chace found her to be the sloop 2 Brothers
from Boston, bound to Kennebeck in Ballast (Geo. Max-
well Master) took 6 hands out of her and put a Petty
Officer and 4 Men on Board do her along side the wood
Sloop to take her Deck load of wood on Board at 5
Opened a Cask of Beef No 4099 Cts 168 Pcs 1 Piece
short at 7 filled and made sail at 8 light airs & hazey wr
thunder and lighting TKd Ship at 10 Lowered down
the Top sails in a squall at 11 hoisted them up again it
being more modt at 12 light airs and a Thick fogg two
Prizes in tow 2

1. PRO, Admiralty 51/36.
2. Prizes were sent to Halifax, Howe’s Prize List, October 24, 1777, PRO, Admiralty 1/488, 67.

MAsSACHUSETTS BOARD oF WAR TO CaPTAIN WiILLIAM HAYNES !

Capt Wilm Haynes, . War-Office,

Sir, Boston June 2d 1777 -
Yours of the 28th of May has just come to hand & the Board of War

are very uneasy that you have not been able to procure a Crew for the Ship

Union, which they suppose is compleatly loaded & in other respects ready

for Sea, They therefore direct you to go immediately thro’ the whole Eastern

Country, if necessary, & get a sufficient number of Hands for your Ship on
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the best Terms you can obtain them; — They fully expect the next Letters
from Mr [William] Frost will acquaint them that you have sail'd [&c.]

_ Jon® Loring Austin  Secy
1. Mass. Arch., vol. 151, Letters from the Board of War, 1776-1780, 78.

Boston Gazette, MoNDAY, JUNE 2, 1777

Boston, June 2.

Capt. Clouston, in a Brig belonging to this State, has taken six Prizes,
and was left in chase of a Seventh the 16th of April; the 6th Prize, laden
with Salt, Bread, &c. bound from Topsham, in England, to Newfoundland,
is arrived at a safe Port; as is also a Brig bound from London for Guinea,
laden with Arms, Powder, Cordage, &.! A Snow from Newfoundland, for
London, with Fish; and a Sloop from Lisbon, with Wine and Lemons are
hourly looked for. Two Brigs laden with Herrings from Scotland for the
Streights Capt. Clouston burnt.

We also hear, Capt. Thompson in the Rising States, has taken four
Prizes, one of which he burnt.

By the Prize from Topsham, which brings us the latest advices from
England, we find no mention of Gen. Burgoyne’s coming to Boston with
13,000 men, as has been said in all our papers. Six thousand are reported in
the London papers as a design’d reinforcement for their whole Army in
America; but no place is specified where they are assembled, or where
transports are ready to receive them.

The success of the American cruizers has given a pI‘OdlglOllS wound to
the British trade. It is computed in England that a million and an half
sterling has been taken from the West-India trade alone. The consequence
has been several capital houses in England have fail'd for large sums, and
more are expected to share the same fate.

Yesterday a Brig arrived safe in Port in 21 Days from Guadaloup, with
a Cargo of Salt. We hear she brings an Accourit of many Captures being
made and carried in there.

1. Captain John Clouston commanded the Massachusetts Navy brigantine Freedom. His two
prizes which had arrived were brig Britannia from Topsham, William Wicker, master,
and brig Penelope, from London, William Booth, master. Both prizes were condemned
and sold with their cargoes From Britannia, after deduction of charges, the state and
captors each received in excess of £1705, and from Penelope each profited by more than
£3575, Mass. Arch., vol. 159, 501-14, 515-40.

New-York Packet, THURSDAY, JUNE 19, 1777

Norwich, June 2.

A Gentleman who arrived in town last evening from New-Haven, in-
forms us, that on Tuesday last, a privateer from Stratford was cruizing
under Long-Island, when she spied a sail coming out from the main nearly
opposite, bearing her course to the Westward; she immediately armed a
whale-boat and sent in quest of her; but night coming on, and the wind
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being unfavourable, she gave up the chace. While the boat was after the
first vessel, the men in the privateer saw another from the main, sailing to
the eastward, in which course she continued until dark, (the Privateer think-
ing it was one of our cruizers, did not attempt to go after her) then thinking
she might pass unperceived, tacked about and sailed for the westward, but
unlucky for her, she happened to meet our whale boat returning; upon
asking the boat from whence she came, was answered, from the main bound
to Long—lsl(md they then requested the men to come on board, for they
were going to New-York; the boat’s men soon complied with their request,
took possession and carried her into Fairfield, there being seven men on
board, who are now safely confined. The vessel was found to be a coaster,
that has been emp]oyed by the Continent for some time, but had taken that
opportunity to visit the enemy, havmg a very fine cargo of provisions, &c. on
board.

The same night the above privateer took three more small vessels from
Long-Island, loaded with wood and other necessaries for the British army,
and carried them into Fairfield.

“EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM CAPT. STIRRET OF THE Falmouth,
DATED NEw YORK, JUNE 2, TO HIS EMPLOYERS AT GLASGOW" !

After being out four weeks from Glasgow, I fell in with two transports
with troops; one was the Archer, Coats commander; she mounted eight
four pounders, and had 150 soldiers on board. The other the Prince George,
Fairholm, with 120 soldiers on board. Two days before I spoke with them,
they had an engagement with a schooner privateer of 12 carriage guns, who
got off from them, but has done a great deal of damage to their sails and
rigging. 1 kept company with-them 20 days, when we got safe to New
York.

1, London Chronicle, July 22 to July 24, 1777.

New-York Gazette, MonDAY, Jung 2, 1777

New-York, June 2.

Saturday last the Brig Charter-Street, Capt. [Andrew] Rogers, was sent
in here by his Majesty’s Sloop of War the Falcon, Captain [Thomas] Wind-
sor, from St. Eustatia for Boston, with Salt, &c. taken the 10th of May in
Lat. 28. 30.2

1. Charter Street was libeled against in the New York Vice Admiralty Court on November 10,
1777, PRO, HCA 49/93, 111,

: .‘J(.)SIAH HEwEs Tb NicHoLAs BROwN !

[Extract]
‘ ' Philada 2d June 1777

. we hear from South Carolina 7 Sail of french Vessels are Arrived

their loadd with goods on Private acct. Dispatches are Arrived to Congress.
the Contents not yet known, only that they are Armd Ships. one of 20
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guns with Dry goods from oald france. General washington has now a
prity good Army. and Many passing through this place, Dayly, to him. we
here a general Ingagement is Dayly Expected, their is at our Cape 5 or 6
Sail of men of war with as Many tenters [sic tenders]. and tis Expected the
Enemy will attempt this place by land and water Soon-. .

1. Brown Papers, JCBL.

Journar or H.M.S. Roebuck, CAPTAIN ANDREW SNAPE HaMOND !

May [June] [off Cape Henlopen]
1777 A.M. at 5 Saw a Brig to the ENE & Sent the Ballahoo in
Saturday 24 chace of her, at 7 Sent the Ballahoos Prize after the Chace.

[Monday 2] First pt Modt & fair, latter fresh Gales and Cloudy P.M.
at 4 Saw the Tenders and the Brig they went in chace of to
the N.E. 14 past 5 weigh’d & Stood to'd them at 7 Stood
into 5 fath. at Overfalls, & brot too for the Tenders at 8
Spoke the Ballahoo by whom we were inform’d the Prize
was a French Man, they had taken, bound from Guada-
loupe 2 Sent the Cutter to the Southw’d Anchd in 714
fath. Light House SbE 3/ Mile:

1. PRO, Admiralty 51/4311.

2. Brlgamme L’Empereur, Boruau Durcourdroy, master, to Miquelon with molasses, sugar, rum,
wine, coffee and dry goods, sent to New York, Howe’s Prize List, October 24, 1777, PRO,
Admiralty 1/488, 66.

MAaryLAND CounciL To CAPTAIN THOMAS WALKER 1

Sir - - .+ In Council Annapolis 2d June 1777.
Capt [John] Dav1d s Galley ? is wanted on a Piece of Service, he wants
Men, and says you have some at Baltimore belonging to your Galley. You
will put them into Capt David’s, or as many of them as can be spared and
they will soon again be returned to you. You are also to be attentive to,
and have a particular Care taken of the Men who will be left sick at Balti-
more by Capt David, that they want for nothing in his Absence, as if they
belonged to your own Galley. We are &ca
Capt Walker, or Commanding Officer of Balt{imore] Galley.?

1. Council Letter Book (1777-1779), Md. Arch.
2. Conqueror.

3. The same day similar orders went to Captain Bennett Matthews, Independence galley, to send
three of his eighteen men to Conqueror.

HEewegs & SmiTH To DUFF & WELCH, CADIZ

[Extract]
(Copy) North Carolina, Edenton
Gentn - 2nd June 1777. -

Your sundry favours P: Capt. Moseley were delivered to Us by him,
tho’ he was unfortunate enough to lose the Vessel & Cargo; when he got
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within a few days sail of our Coast, he was taken by a Boston Privatier
-fitted out to cruize against British Vessels & he could not convince them
she belonged to Americans; in attempting to carry her into Boston (where
had she arrived she must have been restored to Us) she was again taken
by a British Ship of War & carried to New York, so that we lost her al-
together 2. . . :
[Endorsed] In the Lords of the Admiralty’s of 19th Septr 1777
1. PRO, Colonial Office 5/127,170. An intercepted letter.

2. Brigantine Joseph, illegally taken by the Massachusetts privateer schooner Eagle, and retaken
by H.M. sloop Merlin. See Volume 7.

Gazette of the State of South-Carolina, MoNpay, JuNE 2, 1777

Charles-town, June 2.

The Scooner Franklin, Capt. Green, laden with Arms, &c. was chased
ashore upon the Caicos Bank, by an English Frigate, on the 12th of May
last; as was also the Sturdy Beggar Privateer of Baltimore. The Privateer
was got off, but the Scooner not. But Capt. Glanbury, of Virginia, seeing
the Scooner the next Day, went to her Assistance, saved part of the Cargo,
took off the People, and has brought them to a safe Port. Capt Glanbury is
apprehensive that Capt. Garrigues, in a Brigantine for Philadelphia, was
taken by an Enemy Sloop on the 13th.

A Brigantine from London to Barbados, taken by the Oliver Cromwell
Privateer of Philadelphia near St. Bartholomew’s (and her 7th Prize)
William Gregory, Prize-master, and ordered for Philadelphia, was spoke
with, all well on board, on the 23d ult. in Lat. 34.30 N. and Long. 64.00 W
from London. Her Cargo, in Dry Goods only, was said to be worth 14,000
Sterling.

An English Frigate came in Sight Yesterday Morning, having in Com-
pany, a North Country built Ship and a Brigantine; intercepted some Fish-
ing Canoes that were on the East Bank; then stood to Sea again, steering to
the South-East, and were out of Sight at 5 in the Evening, - carrying with
them about 23 valuable slaves taken in the Canoes, mostly the property of
Persons that will most severely feel the Loss, particularly a poor Widow, and
some Industrious Mechanics; and amongst them a valuable Cabinet-maker,
belonging to David Rhind, Esq; a Gentleman who is compelled to depart
the State, on Account of his scrupulous Attachment to that very Govern-
ment from which he sustains this Injury.

3 June

JournaL oF CapTaiN HECTOR MCNEILL, CONTINENTAL NAVY FRIGATE
Boston 1

Tuesday 3d Employd in the Cabin altering & mending the Topsails —
[June, 1777] nothing worth Notice -

39..33N Latd  this 24 hours moderate weather we unttock’d our sheat:
52-40W Longd Anchr & Laid him on deck Put the Stream & Kedger into
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the hold, to Lighten the Ship by the head; Capt Manley
came & dined with me Titles & honours I despise them
both — but such a favour must not be forgotten he told
me he long’d to kiss me friday last for my Conduct re-
specting the Somerset — a great favr

1. “Journal of Captain Hector McNeil In Frigate Boston 1777 (No. 10),” MM. Hereafter cited as
McNeill's Journal, MM, Two additional journals of the cruise are known, one by Patrick
Conner entitled “A Journal of a Cruise in the Good Ship Called the Boston — Hector
McNeill Esqr Commander By Conner [No.] 11,” MM. Hereafter cited as Conner’s Journal,
MM. The other, kept by Benjamin Crowninshield, is titled “A Journal of our Intended
Cruise in the Good Ship Boston Bound out a Cruse by God’s parmission, Hector McNeill
Esq'r Commander,” MassHS. Hercafter cited as Crowninshield’s Journal, MassHS.

CAPTAIN JOHN PAUL JONES TO THE AMERICAN COMMISSIONERS IN FRANCE !

Gentlemen, Portsmouth New Hamphire June 3d 1777

I take the Liberty, of acquainting you that in obedience to Orders
from the Honble the Marine and Secret Committees of Congress, bearlng
date the 9th ulto, I immediately repaired here in Order to proceed in the
French Ship Amphitrite from hence to Charlestown South Carolina and
thence to France, the intention of the Secret Committee was first to avail
of this Ships Guns and Men to make a Cruizing Voyage to France. On my
arrival there my Orders are to proceed immediately to Paris, to put a Letter
into your Hands, and then to take Command of a “Fine Frigate” and to
receive Orders from you respecting my future Proceedings. But the Captain
of the Amphitrite Monsr Fautrel, has absolutely refused to permit my Pro-
ceeding with him in any other Character than as a Passenger, as he thinks
it will be a dishonor to the French Flag to suffer an American Commission
to supersede his, nor will he consent to Sail for Carolina unless on Condi-
tions such as Colo Langdon the Agent doth not think himself Authorized
to Insure. A week hath elapsed since this Account, with duplicates hath
been forwarded to the Honble Committee, at the same time Colo Langdon
has proposed to them, that I should proceed directly to France in a new
Continental Sloop of War of 18 Guns, which he is now fitting, and is in
great forwardness,> he has also proposed that this Vessell, should be con-
tinued under my direction in Order to strengthen my hands and enable me
the better to Effect any Services which you may find necessary.

The Captain of the Mercure, Monsr Heraut for Nantes by whom I
send this, had the Politeness to offer a frank Acceptance of the Proposition
which had been made to Monsr Fautrel, but I declined his Offer, as his
Ship is of a very inconsiderable force (consisting only of 10 Three pounders)
and as I did not think myself Authorized to depart from the Express letter
of my Orders. I now wait the Secret Committee’s determination which must
reach this Place before either the Amphitrite or the New Ship, can be got
in readiness for Sailing, and I think the probability is, that Colo Langdon’s
proposition will be Adopted.

I ardently wish to be again in Active Service, and in the meantime the
Prospect I have of being shortly under your direction affords me a very
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singular Pleasure for altho’ I am personally unknown to you, I Altogether
Esteem your Characters, and have the Honor to be, Gentlemen [&c.]

Jn° P Jones
The Honble. — B. Franklin, S. Dean, & A. Lee Esqrs
Commissioners at the Court of Paris.

1. Franklin Papers, vol. 6, pt. 1, 45, APS.
2. Ranger.

JONATHAN GLOVER TO THE MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR 1

[Extract] :
MHead June 3 1777

... Capt Hines in your Spy Schr arrived has Not discovered any thing
on his Crews, Neither has he Seen our fleet Sence yesterday week at which
time they where Standing to the Estward, the Spy will Sail again in two
hours, Should be glad you would Send Me for the Spy Schr two Barrills
pork & four Barrills Bread, your Ship Gural [Gruel] 1 hope is Saft at
Falmouth, as She had a fine Wind down. . ..

I am Gentlemen with Grate Esteem [&c.]

Jon® Glover

N B. TIhave not yet found a Boy for Mr Savage
1. Mass. Arch,, vol. 152, Board of War Letters, 1776-1777, 232.

JOURNAL OF THE MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL 1

[Boston] Tuesday June 3d 1777

Petition of Jerathmeel Peirce setting forth That he has fitted & manned
the Schooner Harlequin James Dennis Commander for a Cruize against the
Enemies of America praying that said Dennis may be commissioned as
Commander of said Schooner Ordered That the Prayer of said Petition
be granted & that a Commission be issued out to the abovementioned James
Dennis as Commander of said Schooner — he complying with the Resolves
of Congress — Bonds being given a Commission was issued out and Instruc
tions delivered accordingly -

Petition of William Powell & James Bowdoin junr respecting two
Captains of Vessels & a number belonging to said Vessels imployed in their
Service who are now prisoners onboard the Guard Ship in New York
praying that the Commissary of Prisoners of this State may receive Orders
from Your Honors to effect their Exchange &c & Ordered that the Prayer
of the Petition be granted & that the Commissary of Prisoners be & he
hereby is directed to send under a proper Guard Capt Richard Saint Hill &
Capt Martin Cox Capt Young Capt North & Thomas Jolley Prisoners
onboard the Guard Ship in this Harbour to Providence advising Governor
Cooke thereof that he may send a Cartel for the Exchange of the above
Persons Vizt Capt Saint Hill for Capt Collas Capt Young for Capt Barna-
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bas Gardiner Capt Cocks & Capt North for Capt Flinn & some other Captain
& Thomas Jolley Mate for Hayden Capt Gardners Mate all which
Persons are now Prisoners on Board the Prison Ship at New York -

Petition of Joseph Marquand setting forth That he with Thomas Jones
& John Stickney have fitted & equipped for a Cruize against the Enemies of
America the Schooner Washington Commanded by Thomas Clough praying
that he may be Commissioned for that purpose — Ordered that the Prayer
of the Petition be granted & that a Commission be issued out to Thomas
Clough as Commander of the above mentioned Schooner he complying
with the Resolves of Congress ~
1. Mass. Arch., vol. 21, 521-22,

GENERAL S1R WiLLIAM HowE To LORD GEORGE GERMAIN 1

[Extract]
New York 3d June 1777

... I have communicated to the Admiral the Paragraph in your Lord-
ships Dispatch No 5, respecting a proposed Diversion upon the Coasts of
Massachusetts Bay, and I have the Honor to inform your Lordship, we
have been sensible of the Advantages arising from that Mode of distressing
the Enemy, but in this Instance we agree in Opinion, it.is not practicable,
without interfering materially with the more important Operations of the
Campaign, that have received the Royal Approbation, and which are al-
ready too much curtailed by the Want of Land Force, to admit of a further
Reduction. . . .

The Remount Horses for the 16th and 17th Dragoons are arrived in
good Order, with the Loss of ten Horses on the Passage. The Officers of the
Guards and British Recruits also arrived on the 24th May, the Anspach
Troops, 432 German Recruits, and 51 German Chasseurs on the 3d Instant
convoyed by the Somerset. The Troops appear to be in very good Health,
and have disembarked upon Staten Island to refresh for a short Time. . . .
1. PRO, Colonial Office 5/94, 210-11.

JournaL oF H.M.S. Orpheus, CApTAaIN CHARLES Hubson !

June 1777 At Single Anchor in Newport Harbour
Monday 2nd AM Recd Water Served fresh fish to the Ships Com-
pany.
First part Mode and fair Middle and latter fresh Breezes
and Cloudy.

At 5 PM weighed and made sail in Company with the

Juno and Amazon. at 8 Rhode Island Light house NW
3 or 4 Miles.

Tuesday 3rd at 4 AM set small sails. at 6 Block Island NW 5 or 6
Leagues. at 9 AM the Amazon made the Sigl to come
within hale, the purport of which was to propose that the
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three Ships Shou’d Share Prize Money together during the
Cruize which was unanimously agreed to by an Exchange
of Three Cheers

1. PRO, Admiralty 51/650.

RESOLVE OF THE CONTINENTAL MARINE COMMITTEE !

In Marine Committee
June 3xd 1777
Resolved that in all Instances where Continental Vessels of War are
captured by the Enemy, the Officers and Men are to be deemed as in the
Service, and they or their Attorneys are to receive Pay until such Time as it
shall be known that they have abandoned the Service, either by entering
with the Enemy, or refusing or neglecting to return to their Country when
a fit Opportunity presents.
Extract from the Minutes
pr Jos Pennell

1. Papers CC (Reports of the Commissioners of Accounts for the Cloathing, Hospital and Marine
Departments, 1777-88), 31, 115, NA.

JEssE HOLLINGSWORTH TO GOVERNOR THOMAS JOHNSON 1

Sir Baltimore June 3d - 1777

I Was yesterday On Bord the Brig friendship With Capt [John] Martin
and John Crokket She is Very Leeky and Must Bee hove Down at any
Rate, to Stop the Leeks, shee has Never Been Corkd Since shee Was Lanst
[Launched], and as shee Must have a Over hall Would itt Not Bee Best to
fit her for See and Send her Out with a Bout 14 hands and 4 or 6 of her
Smallest Guns and in that Case shee Will Carry from 60 to 70 hhd of
Tobaco, With Sum Bread and flowr, for at Present the Whole Vesell is
Taken up to a Coma Date the Men With Rooms and Platforms — shee will
Want 3 Co[i]lls of Riging and a Repair of Saills . thene Will Bee Wanted
I New Cabble But shee should Purchase that in the West indias and a
Hevier anker — and to Bee Cork’d from her keell to her back if this is
thought Best to Put her in Order and Lode her it is No Matter how Soon
But Pleas Excuse this freedum as it is Done By the Requ[es]ts of Mr Crokket
Otherways I should taken the Brig Out of Martins hands as By you[r] Direc-
tion But Mr Crokket told Mee you thought of fiting her Out But Was
Told By Martin that shee Could Not till shee Was Cut in Two Which is a
Mean Joke for Sartin it is that shee has Made Voiges and Can again 2
from [&c.]

Jesse Hollingsworth

Pleas Excuse this freedum and if Shee is to Bee Laid up With a plan to
take Care of her it shall Bee Emedatly Done On the Next Notis, Tobaco
here 40/ shillings Inspected —
she is Not Loded till the Capes is Clear it Will Not Bee Done in time But
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have her Over hald and Loded and when there is a Open at the Capes then
Push for it But Must Leave this to your Better Judgment - J-H

1. Red Books, XVIII, 106, Md. Axch.

2. In a letter to Governor Johnson, June 4, John Crockett'agreed with Hollingsworth’s findings,
Executive Papers, Box 7, Md. Arch.

LorRp GEORGE MACARTNEY, GOVERNOR OF GRENADA, TO
VicE ApMIRAL JAMES YounG !

(Copy)
Grenada St Georges June 3d 1777.
Sir Inclosed I have the honor to send You the Copy of a Letter, which I
this day received from some of the principal Merchants of this Island re-
questing me to sollicit You to grant a Convoy to their Ships bound for New
York, in case that none is already appointed. 1 have only to add that the
Fleet intended for that Port, is a very Valuable one, and that the principal
Owners of it are some of the most respectable and opulent Men of this
Colony I therefore must intreat that You will be so good as to give them
such assistance and indulgence on this occasion as the public Service seems
to require and the particular Circumstances of Your Squadron will per-
mit. Ihave the Honor to be with great truth and Regard [&c.]

Macartney

[Enclosure]

(Copy)
My Lord St Georges 3d June 1777

There are Six Vessels here loaded with the produce of this Island to a
very considerable Value, Destined for New York for the Supply of His
Majesty’s Army and Navy on that Continent. We are well informed that
there are five Vessels at Barbados in the same Situation, which with Vessels
from the other Islands of which we have no particular Account, will when
assembled at St Christophers, make a Fleet so considerable as to merit a
direct Convoy for New York; to which Service we hope Admiral Young
hath already appointed some one or more of his Majesty’s Ships, either of
his own Squadron, or of Lord Howe’s; that may occasionally be returning
to north america; but lest that should not be the case, and that the Im-
portance of this Service should have escaped the Admirals early notice,
we beg leave to Sollicit Your Lordship’s Interest with Him by a Letter
requesting his attention to this object, with which we will immediately
send off an Express Boat to Antigua. We have the Honor to be with great
respect [&c.]

Tho* Campbell & Co Robert Threlfall
(Signed) {]ams Campbell & Co Houstoun & Patterson
Black & Woolsey Willm Eccles & Co

His Excellency Lord Macartney
[Endorsed] Lord Macartney’s Letter to Vice Admiral Young with Copy of
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Letter from the Merchants of Grenada requesting a Convoy In the Ad-
mirals letter No 2. dated 12 July [sic June] 1777 2

1. PRO, Admiralty 1/310.
2. On June 8 Admiral Young responded to Lord Macartney: “it is not in my power to grant
the Convoy they ask; having no Ship belonging to the Squadron under my Command

that can be spared,” PRO, Admiralty 1/310.

4 June
JournaL oF H.M.S. Ambuscade, CAPTAIN JOHN MACARTNEY !
June 1777 Sequine Island NEBEILE 4 Leagues

Wednesday 4th 1, past 12 do wr taken aback filled and stood up at
3 saw land on the larboard Bow TKd ship at 4 saw a
sail to NW made sail out 2 Reefs top sails and set top
gallt sails gave Chace set steering sails at 7 Sequine
Island NBW14W 7 or 8 Leagues Dist at 8 modt and
Clear still in Chace at 9 got 4 12 pounders from forward
Aft to bring The ship by the stern at 11 fired 2: 6 pound-
ers to bring the Chace Too, she not bringing too we
Continued Chace —

Modt and fair Sequin Island NW14N 16 Leagues
shortened sail brot too and sent the Cutter on board
Chace found her to be The swallow Schooner (E: Wood-
berry Master) Bound to Gauduloop laden wh salt, fish and
Lumber took the People out of her, sent an Officer and 3
Men on board to proceed to Hallifax at 3 Opened a Cask
of Pork No 1144 Cts 300 Pcs short 1 Piece Took in 2d
reef top sails 14 past 4 Parted Compy wh the Prize
do wore ship hoisted the Cutter in and made sail at 7
modt breezes and Cloudy saw a sail to the NW out all
reefs and made sail and gave Chace at 10 Chace a Sloop
bearing NW at 11 fresh breezes and squally at 12 took
in 2d reef top sails hauled main sail up

1. PRO, Admiralty 51/36.

CartalNy THoMAas THoMPSON TO THE NEw HAMPSHIRE GENERAL ASSEMBLY *

Gentn/ Portsmouth June 4th 1777.
Being inform’d by Congress that the Honbl the Council & Assembly
for the State of New Hampshire had made a tender of their Services to give
every assistance in their Power toward Maning and equiping the Raleigh
whenever she should be ordered to Sea; in consequence of which I beg
leave to acquaint you that half of the Guns are now on board & the re-
mainder will Come to hand in a few Days — chief of the Stores & provisions
are on board But what is most wanted at present is Men — I therefore in the
Name of the United States of America beg your Assistance — what I have
chiefly in view is to beg permission of your Honours to Inlist Men from
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the Different Companys now in the Service & pay of this State amongst
which there are a number of Seamen, some of which have at different Times
made Application to Enter on board & have been refus'd: If we could for
the future be indulged with the Liberty of taking such Men as may Offer
from those Companies, it would be a very great help towards compleating
our Compliment (particularly from the Forts where there are many Seamen)
and Seamen employ’d at Sea must be most Serviceable — had we been lucky
enough to have procured the Guns during the Embargo we should have
Man’d the Ship with less difficulty than now, when Trade & intercourse is
free — but what most engages Seamen’s attention is Privateers, not seeing the
Wages & other Encouragement given by the Continent far exceeds any other
Service whatever; If your Honours can assist ine in any way to procure Men,
I think it will be the only trouble I shall have occasion to give you — I should
have waited on you myself had not my Duty required me on board —~I am
with great Respect, Gentn [&c.]
Tho* Thompson

P. S. The Bearrer Capt [George Jerry] Osborne will wait your Answer ~
To the Honble The Council & Assembly for the State of New Hampshire 2

I. N.H. Arch.
2. This letter was received on June 5 and referred to a committee of the House of Representa-
tives with the following action being taken later that day:
The Committee Appointed to Consider of the Letter & Request of Capt Thomas
Thompson Commander of the Ship Raleigh, made report as their Opinion that he
have liberty to Enlist any men in this State who are not Actually Engaged in the
Continental Service — Signed Nichs Gilman Chairman - which report being read &
Considered, & was received & Accepted, Journal of the New Hampshire House of
Representatives (1776-1778), 133-34, N.H. Arch.
The Council concurred on June 6, New Hampshire Council Records, Council Book VII
(1776-17178), 187, N.H. Arch.

JOURNAL OF THE MASSACHUSETTS COUNCIL }

( [Boston] Wednesday June 4th 1777

Petition of Daniel Martin & Thomas Adams, Agents & Owners of the
Privateer Schooner Buckram, setting forth That in the late Storm she was
much Damaged & obliged to return & refit — that Thomas Snoden being more
agreeable to the Men than Capt Marony praying that a new Commission
may [be] issued to said Snoden as Commander of said Schooner —

Ordered that the Prayer of the above Petition be granted and that a
Commission be issued out to Thomas Snoden as Commander of the above
mentioned Schooner he complying with the Resolves of Congress — Bonds
being given a Commission was issued out & Instructions delivered accord-
ingly -
1. Mass. Arch., vol. 21, 523-24,

DiarYy OF FREDERICK MACKENZIE !

[Rhode Island] 4th June About 7 o’Clock this Morning a Rebel Sloop
weighed from Howland’s ferry, and having a favorable wind she went to
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Sea. Seven shot were fired at her from the Redoubt at Fogland ferry, but
without effect. She appeared to be Armed, and was full of men. It is sur-
prizing the Commodore does not station a vessel in the Seconnet passage,
to prevent those of the Enemy from going out in this manner. The Galley
or an armed transport would be sufficient. The Diamond Frigate is now
stationed near Dyer’s Island; but as The Lark, and the Galley are advanced
above her, she does not appear to be of any use there. She certainly would

be of some service in the Seconnet. '

At 12 oClock this day, a Privateer brig and an Armed Sloop came .out
of Providence River, and stood down the Bay. When they came as far as
the N. end of Prudence the Brig went in by Warwick point, and the Sloop
stood down towards our Galley, which was stationed ahead of the Lark near
Papasquash point. When she came within about a mile and half of her she
fired a shot at the Galley, and then put about. The Galley immediately got
under way and chaced her, but the Sloop having the advantage got off. The
Galley then fired 2 18 prs at her, both of which fell short, on which she
gave over the Chace and returned to her station. When the Galley tacked
the Sloop did the same, and kept plying back and forward in the bay till she
was joined by the Brig, when they both made sail, and in the Evening re-
turned towards Providence.

Several Sloops appeared in the mouth of Taunton River to day, and
two of them came down to Howlands.

It having been found this morning and represented to General Prescott,
that our battery at Fogland could not get so many shot at the Sloop which
passed, as it could have done had the Guns been placed En Barbette, he
ordered the Merlons to be taken down, which was completed by the
Evening.

The Unicorn Frigate came in from a Cruize this day. She spoke with
the Isis of 50 Guns, and the Swift Sloop off Block-Island yesterday, bound
to New York, having parted from their Convoy of 17 sail of Victuallers, &c,
in a gale of wind. No particular news from Europe by the Isis.

1. Diary of Frederick Mackenzie (Cambridge, 1930), 1, 135-36. Hereafter cited as Mackenzie’s
Diary.

Connecticut Journal, WEDNESDAY, JUNE 3 [sic 4], 1777

New Haven, June 4.

Capt. David Hawley, of Stratford, in a small privateer, in the States
service,! one day last week, captured three small vessels, to the westward of
Huntington; two of them were loaded with wood, from Long Island, bound
to New York; the other had taken in a cargo of provisions at Derby, which
the Skipper pretended was to be carried to New London, where the vessel
was owned, but in fact was bound to New York; they are all in safe ports.
1. Connecticut Navy sloop Schuyler.
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ACCOUNT OF PROVISIONS FOR VICE ADMIRAL

Account of Provisions remaining on board sundry Victuallers off of New
under the Command of the Vice Admiral the

Bread Rum Pieces of Pounds of
in in
Pounds Gallons Beef Pork Flour Suet Raisins
2,288,164 187,646 206,866 435,564 658,602 15,819 181,093

The above Provisions will serve Ten

Bread Rum Beef Pork Flour, Suet and
Raisins as Beef

Days
228 300 20 43 21

1. PRO, Admiralty 1/487, 398-99.

JourNAL OF THE CONTINENTAL CONGRESS !

[Philadelphia] Wednesday, June 4, 1777

The committee to whom was referred the memorial of the State of
North Carolina, of the 23 of December last,? together with the papers ac-
companying the same, brought in a report, which was taken into considera-
tion; Whereupon:

Resolved, That it be recommended to the State of Massachusetts bay,
to order diligent enquiry to be made concerning the matter complained of
in the said memorial; and, unless the master and owners of the privateer,
mentioned in the said memorial, can shew good and sufficient cause to the
contrary, to order full restitution to be made, and the offenders to be
punished for their violation of the rights of our fellow citizens, and of the
laws of nations; and to report to Congress the proceedings which shall be
had in the premises.

1. Worthington C. Ford, et al.,, eds., Journals of the Continental Congress, 17741789 (Washing-
ton, 1904-1937), VIII, 415-16. Hereafter cited as Ford, ed., JCC.

2. Regarding illegal seizure of brigantine Joseph by Massachusetts privateer schooner Eagle. See
Volume 7.

NATHANIEL COOPER TO GOVERNOR THOMAS JOHNSON !

On board the Ship of warr

Defence June the 4, 1777
To his Excellency Thomas Johnson Esqr
The Petition of Nathaniel Cooper Humbly Begs Leave to Inform your
Excellency that he is desireous of Leaving the Ship of Warr Defence but
he is prevented by Capt George Cook Esqr

Your Petitioner has navour Sined the Artickels of Said Ship nor navour

had any in tention of going in the [sic] her this Cruise he only Staid In the
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RicHARD Lorp HowE’s FLEET IN NORTH AMERICA !

York for the Service of His Majesty’s Fleet employed in North America
Viscount Howe the 4th of June 1777.

Pease Oatmeal Rice as Butter 0Oil Vinegar
Oatmeal in in

Bushs Gs Bushs Gs in Pounds Pounds Galls lbs Gallons

16,143 4 14498 5 282,948 184,272 12377 3 25,890 _

Thousand Men at whole Allowance, as under (Vizt)

Pease Oatmeal Rice as Butter as Oil as Vinegar
QOatmeal Butter & Butter &
Cheese Cheese
Weeks
51 31 18 24 13 41
Howe

Ship to oblige Capt Cook untill he Could Supply himself with proper
Officer[s] wich he has done Your Petition[er] has Acted as Mate heretofour
But Now Capt Cook has Supplied himself with one Your Petitioners Buisnis
Calls him otherways therefour hopes your Excellency will have him Re-
leas’d, and he as in duty bound will for hevour pray.2

1. Red Books, XIX, 26, Md. Arch.

2. In response to the petition, the commanding officer of Defence was ordered to bring Cooper
before the Council, and to “be as well prepared as you can, to give us Information of the
Reasons wherefore he is detained, if detained against his Will,” Council Letter Book
(1777-1779), Md. Arch.

“EXTRACT OF A LETTER, FROM A GENTLEMAN ON BOARD THE Lustre
ORDNANCE STORE-SHIP, DATED DoMINICA, JUNE4.” !

The 1st instant we arrived here; a few days before one of his Majesty’s
armed cruisers; she brought in a vessel from St. Eustatia, laden with guns,
and bound to Martinico; as the master of her said; but it is thought she was
bound to America, as one of her seaman has declared so, since which, how-

ever, the French have detained all the English ships in the ports of that
island.

1. London Chronicle, July 26 to July 29, 1777.

JournaL oF H.M.S. Ariadne, CAPTAIN THOMAS PRINGLE !

June 1777 Madeira No 64.24 Et 872 leags

Wednesday 4 at 2 pm Saw a Sail in the SW and gave Chace at 5 saw
the Island Barbados bearing W diste 10 leagues. at 10
pm came up with the Chace after firing several Shot and
Volleys of small arms at her - proved to be the Musquito
Brig privateer last from Guadaloupe & belonging to Vir-
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ginia John Harris master Exchanged the Prisoners and
sent a Mate Midshipman and 12 Seamen on board. —
1. PRO, Admiralty 51/60.

S June
JournaL oF HM.S. Mermaid, CAPTAIN JAMES HAWKER !

June 1777 Seal Islands N about 4 Leagues

Thursday 5 AM gave Chase — at 6 Fir'd a Shot & brought To the Chase,
She prov'd to be the Two Bettseys a Brig taken in the
Channel by an American Privateer took the Prisoners
out of her.?
Squally with some Rain Cape Sable N 8° 22’ W Distant
10 Leagues.

1. PRO, Admiralty 51/4260. .

2. From Gibraltar to London with nuts and wine, sent to Halifax, Howe’s Prize List, October
24, 1777, PRO, Admiralty 1/488, 68. She had been taken by the Massachusetts Navy brig
Freedom on April 23. See Volume 8, 793, 793n.

JournaL oF H.M.S. Ambuscade, CAPTAIN JOHN MACARTNEY ?

June 1777 Sequin Island NW 14 N 16 Leagues

Thursday 5th  at 1 TKd ship at 2 modt and Clear fresh breezes and
Cloudy at 4 TKd ship set main sail at 2 [5] out reefs
top sails saw the land on the Lee Bow Dist 8 or 9
Leagues at 9 fresh breezes and fair 14 past TKd ship
read the Articles of War Relative to the treatment of
Prisoners taken on board off Prizes 14 past 9 saw a sail
to the Etward: Divided to the Captain Officers and Ships
Company seven Hundred and Seventy eight Dollars four
shillings Congress paper Money taken on Board The Prize
Sloop Two Brothers Agreeable to Act of Parliament at
12 Manhigan Island NW 4 or 5 Lgs Wooden Ball Island
7 or 8 Leagues TKd ship -
Fresh breezes and Cloudy shared some potatoes taken
out of the swallow schoonr among Officers and ships Com-
pany at 4 modt and Cloudy 14 past TKd ship at 6 do
wr Down top gallt Yards at 8 TKd ship Manhigan Island

. NW 3 Leagues

1. PRO, Admiralty 51/36.

MASSACHUSETTS BOARD OF WAR TO JONATHAN GLOVER !

Colo Jona Glover, War-Office,

Sir, [Boston] June 5th 1777
Inclos’d you have Copy of a Letter from Governour Cook to the Presi-

dent of the Council: —2 The Fleet therein mention’d are suppos’d to be

intended to interrupt & destroy if possible our Fleet under Commodore

Manly: — You will therefore dispatch the first Spy Boat that may be with
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you, in quest of our Fleet with a Letter to the Commodore, & a Copy of
Governour Cooke’s Letter inclos’d that he may be upon his Guard & not
suffer himself to be deceiv’d or decoy’d by any stratagem of our crafty Foe.
We are, respecty [&c.]
By order of the Board,
Sam! Phps Savage Prest.

1. Mass. Arch., vol. 151, Letters from the Board of War, 1776-1780, 77.
2. Cooke’s letter of June 4 informing of several British ships coming out of Newport and stand-
ing to the eastward, Mass. Arch., vol. 152, Board of War Letters, 1776-1777, 23, 23a.

JoHN BRADFORD TO LEONARD JARVIS !

[Extract]
sir Boston 5th June 1777

I am without any of your late favrs I Last Evg Recd a Ltr from
Mr [Robert] Morris he Says the Esther was Chased a Shore Near the Capes
Virginia and he hopes the loss wont be great as the Cargo and Materials are
sav'd and will sell high.2 he is much pleas’d with the purchase of the Active
pray by next post send me the Cost & outfit as he is desireous to have it
Speedily please to compleat the Ac/c and I leave it with him as to the
Commissn Wither 5 or 214 PrCt on the purchase & outfit . . .

] Bradford

Mr Morris writes it is impossible to pass the Capes . ..

1. John Bradford Letter Books, vol. 1, LC.

2. Ship Esther was a prize of the Continental Navy brig Cabot, and was purchased for use by
Congress. See Volumes 6 and 7.

LiBeLs FiLED AcAInst FIVE BRITISH PRIZES IN THE MASSAGHUSETTS
ApMiraLTY COURT FOR THE MIDDLE DISTRICT !

State li)/Ifi dglissgci?::?s:.ts']}ay’ } To all whom it may concern.

Notice is hereby given, That Libels are filed before me, against the follow-
ing Vessels, their Cargoes and Appurtenances, viz.  in Behalf of John
Skimmer, Commander of and all concerned in the Continental armed
Schooner Lee, against the sloop Betsey, of about 58 Tons burthen, Nat.
Homek, late Master; in Behalf of Jonathan Harriden [Haraden], Com-
mander of the armed Brigantine Tyrannicide, in the Service of this State,
and concerned in said Brigantine, against the Ship Lonsdale, of about 200
Tons burthen, James Grayson, late Master; in Behalf of John Clouston,
Commander of the armed Brigantine Freedom, in the Service of this State,
and all concerned in said Brigantine, against the Brigantine Penelope, of
about 130 Tons burthen, William Booth, late Master, and against the
Brigantine Brittania, of about 130 Tons burthen, William Wicker, late
Master; in Behalf of Benjamin Dean, Commander of the private armed
Sloop Revenge, and all concerned therein, against the Brigantine Betsey,
William Smith, late Master. All which Vessels and their Cargoes so libelled,
are said to have been taken and brought into the Middle District aforesaid;
and for the trial of the Justice of these Captures, the Maritime Court for the
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said District will be held at Boston, in the County of Suffolk, on Tuesday
the 24th Day of June, 1777, at the Hour of Ten in the Forenoon; when and
where the Owners of said Captures, and any Persons concerned, may appear
and shew Cause (if any they have) why the same, or any of them, should not
be condemned.

N. Cushing, Judge of said Court.
1. Independent Chronicle, Boston, June 5, 1777.

CApTAIN SETH HARDING, CONNECTICUT NAVY SHIP Oliver Cromuwell, TO
GOVERNOR JONATHAN TRUMBULL !

May it please your Excellency, Bedford, June 5th 1777. —

With Satisfaction I inform your Excellency that we have got the Ship
fitted in good Order for the Sea, have about 150 Men on board, and pro-
pose to sail on a Cruise this Day, and hope by the Blessing of God to be
able to give your Excellency a Satisfactory Account of our Success in a short
time. Iam With the greatest Respect [&c.]

Seth Harding

1. Conn, Arch,, Ist Series, IX, 174, ConnSL.

JournaL oF H.M.S. Orpheus, CApTAIN CHARLES HUDSON 1

June 1777 Cape Codd No 67°..12" Wt Diste 19 Leagues
Thursday 5th ~ at 4 AM Spread P Sigl at 8 set Spritsail Topsail & Driver.
at 10 Chaced P Sigl at 15 past made the sigl for seeing
a Sail in the NWt Qr Amazon made our Sigl to Chace.
Made sail.
First part fresh breezes and fair Wr middle and latter
Mode & Cloudy Wr
at 1 shortened sail & brot too Main T:Sail to the Mast.
found the Chace to be the Lucy Brig from Cork for Que-
: bec, had been taken by the Privateer Providence Sloop.?
sent 1 Man onboard & received from her 3 Men belonging
to the above Privateer. at 6 the Brig bore away for Hali-
fax. at 7 Dble Reefed fore and Main Top Sails

1. PRO, Admiralty 51/650,
2. Lucy had been captured on May 19 by the Continental Navy sloop Providence, Lieutenant
Jonathan Pitcher, N. S. Arch., vol. 495, Vice Admiralty Register, vol. 5, 1769-1777, 544.

GovERNOR NicHOLAS CoOKE TO REAR ADMIRAL SIR PETER PARKER !

State of Rhode Island &c.
Sir Providence June 5th 1777.

I send by the Cartel Vessel, Five Prisoners Seamen who lately belonged
to the Grey-Hound Man of War, they were sent to me by the Commissary
of Prisoners in the State of the Massachusets Bay in order to be exchanged
for John Turney, Thomas Robins, John Tar, Flint, & James Macom
Inhabitants of the Massachusets, who were Captivated by the Milford
Frigate, & put on board the Renown Ship of War, — I should be extremely
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obliged to you, to cause the above Named Five Persons to be released, &
sent up by the Cartel. Iam Sir [&c.]
N.C. -

1. Letters from the Governor, vol. 2, R. I. Arch.

DiARY OF FREDERICK MACKENZIE 1

[Rhode Island] 5th June A Rebel Sloop attempted to pass the battery at
Fogland this morning, in order to proceed to Sea; when the advantage of
having the guns En Barbette was fully demonstrated. Ten shot were fired
at her before she came opposite the Redoubt, three of which struck her,
and damaged her so much that she was obliged to give up the attempt, and
run into the bottom of the little bay behind the N. point of Fogland. She
remained there till 6 in the Evening, when having a fair wind she went
back to Howland’s ferry. Our battery had four shot at her as she was going
off, some of which fell very near her. Had the Battery been originally con-
structed in this manner, very few of Rebel vessels would have been able to
pass, without being considerably damaged.

1. Mackenzie’s Diary, 1, 136-37.

JourNAL OF THE NEW YORK COUNCIL OF SAFETY !

[Fishkill] Die Jovis, 10 HO. A. M. June 5, 1777.

A letter from John Broome relative to salt was read and filed.

The committee to whom was referred the application of Captain
[William] Rogers of the armed sloop Montgomerie, belonging to this State,
delivered in their report, which was read, and thereupon

Resolved, That the sum of one thousand pounds be advanced to Cap-
tain Rogers, to enable him to pay the wages of the crew of the armed sloop
Montgomerie, and to reimburse him sundry sums of money by him ad-
vanced for the said vessel.

That Captain Rogers render his accounts relative to the said vessel of
war and of the expenditure of the money advanced to him, as soon as may
be, to this Council of Safety or a future Legislature of this State, that a final
settlement may be made relative thereto.

That Lieutenant-Colo. John Broom[e] be requested and directed to see
that the officers and crew of the said vessel are immediately discharged, and
to sell or cause to be sold, the vessel of war, the Montgomerie, with her
stores, to the best advantage for this State; and that as soon as the crew is
discharged, he appoint some proper person to take the care and charge of
the said vessel until she is sold.

Die Jovis, 4 ho. P. M. June 5, 1777.

A letter from Genl. Putnam, dated the 4th inst. was received and read,
and is as follows, to wit:

Gentlemen — The armies are still inactive except in prepara-
tions for the ensuing campaign; our expectations of an attack in
some quarter are daily corroborated by intelligence through dif-
ferent channels. We are distressed for the ships and gallies to
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guard the river. Genl. Washington expects they are now at the
chain. A single galley of the enemy is constantly cruising up and
down the river at pleasure, has been as far as Fort Independence,
and can stop the ferry at any time; we have nothing on water that
can oppose her. The crew land, and plunder the inhabitants for
more than 50 miles, without molestation. I have desired Genl.
Clinton to write you on this subject, and beg leave to enforce the
urgency of it in the strongest manner.
I am, Gentlemen, [&c.]
Israel Putnam.
Ordered, That the said letter be referred, and delivered to Mr. Robert
R. Livingston and Judge Hobart.
1. New York Provincial Congress, 1, 954, 955-56.

BRIGADIER GENERAL GEORGE CLINTON TO PIERRE VAN CORTLANDT, PRESIDENT
OF THE NEw YORK COUNCIL OF SAFETY '}

[Extract]
Sir, Fort Montgomery 5th June 1777

I was desired by General Putnam two Days ago to write to the Council
of Safety of this State requesting they woud use every Means in their Power
to forward the Continental Frigates down to this Post,2 he likewise desired
me to mention that as very Considerable Aditional works at the public
Expence were directed to be made for the more effectual Obstruction of the
Navigation of the River at Fort Montgomery, in which this State is so much
Interested, it was expected that the two. State Privateers woud be sent down
to the Chain with the other Vessels, to which I presume there can be no
Objection as at that Place they may be of great Service & I cant see that
they can be of any in any other Place in the River, especially since the
Shipping are out of the Creek & will be armed for their own Defence. . . .

1. George Clinton Papers, no. 533, N.Y. Arch. Portions burned in the 1911 New York State
Library fire have been supplied from the printed version, Hugh Hastings, ed., The Public
Papers of George Clinton, First Governor of New York (Albany, 1899-1914).

2. Montgomery and Congress lying off Poughkeepsie.

VicE ADMIRAL RicHARD Lorp HOWE TO PHILIP STEPHENS 1

Number 30. Eagle Off New York
Sir, June the 5th 1777.
By the Augusta 1 had the Satisfaction to receive your Dispatch of the
4th of March, signifying the Intentions of the Lords Commissioners of the
Admiralty respecting the Destination of the Apollo, Proteus and Porpoise
for Quebec; and the Appointment of the Isis and Swift, together with the
Camel and Bute, for convoying several Transports with Stores and British
- Recruits for this Port.
In a second Letter of the same Date, I had the further Satisfaction to
be advised that their Lordships had been pleased to order the Albion,
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Somerset, Nonsuch and Raisonable for this Service. — I am extremely happy
to learn at the same time that my Endeavors in the Discharge of my Duty,
have been honored with their Lordships Approbation.

The Nonsuch arrived here the 25th past. And the Camel and Bute the
28th with all the Transports, three excepted, of the Convoy that sailed at
the same time from Portsmouth. They had continued under the Conduct of
Captain Finch of the Camel only, since the 6th of May: The Isis and Swift
having been separated on the Passage. Two of the missing Transports came
in a few Days before, and the third a few Days after Captain Finch. But the
Isis and Swift are still absent.

On the 3d Instant Captain Qurry arrived in the Somerset, with the
Transports he had in Charge; But the Mercury parted Company the third
Day after they left the British Coast. The Troops by both these Convoys
are in good Health.

As there was reason to believe it might be soon requisite to embark on
a considerable part of the Army, timely preparation has been made for the
purpose. And as my Attendance wou[ld] be necessary with the Transports
in consequence I have recalled Commodore Hotham from the Delaware,
to direct the Naval Operations having reference to the Defence of this
Capital Post, and for carrying on the current Service of the Port.

I shall probably be obliged to leave the Preston and Centurion with
the Commodore, and one or two Frigates besides those stationed- in the
Sound, as specified in the General Return inclosed; Many of the Seamen
from those two Fifty-Gun Ships, with a part of the Eagle’s Complement,
being now ordered for Duty dependant on the earlier Movements of the
Army. The Eagle, Nonsuch, Augusta and Somerset, are the only two-decked
Ships I can yet be assured of having properly fitted to take with me when
it may be necessary to leave this Port.

I wrote by the Success Merchant-Ship the 18th past, being the earliest
Opportunity to inform You of the Arrival of the Augusta, and the Event of
the Landing on the Coast of Connecticut to destroy the Magazines at Dan-
bury in that Province. A Duplicate of the Letter is transmitted herewith.

I have little to communicate by this Conveyance regarding the Service
of the detached Squadrons, more than is explained of their particular Desti-
nations in the General Return. The Ships appropriated for the Delaware
and Chesepeak Bay, have been confined to the requisite Anchorages within
the Capes, on each Station: For preventing the Export of the American
Produce to France, which appears to be a capital Object of the Enemy’s
Attention and Dependance. The Number of Captures will be less, but the
Benefits greater to the public Service. Those principal Channels being
secured, Detachments of lesser Force are made at times to disturb the Com-
merce of the Enemy in the many shoaler Inlets along the Coasts of the
middle Provinces. And as soon as the Hinchinbrook has released the Galatea
off of Augustine, the three Frigates so appropriated in the Return, will be

solely employed to obstruct the Intercourse with the rebellious Inhabitants
of the Southern Provinces.



26 AMERICAN THEATRE

The Difficulties to effect that Restraint, will become greater in the
Northern Colonies by tempestuous Weather in the Winter, and almost in-
cessant Fogs in the milder Seasons.

Besides the Frigates necessary to be stationed on cruizing Service, it is
evident that an adequate Number must be appropriated for the successive
Relief of the Ships, as well as Seamen, for whom little Refreshment can yet
be procured, even during their Stay in port.

You will receive herewith a particular of the Captures made by this
Fleet since the Commencement of the present Year. Some Ships with Mili-
tary and other Stores are said to have arrived in, and some Armed Vessels
escaped from, the different ports on this extensive Coast. Such Resources I
presume to think unpracticable to prevent, more especially with respect to
Vessels of the smaller Classes in each Kind, until the Enemy can be dis-
possessed of their posts. Several Privateers have been chased by different
Cruizers: But from the better Sailing-State in which the former can with
facility be kept, and other local Advantages, without Effect.

The Preparations of the Transports for the Reception of the Troops,
having engaged many Carpenters who were before assisting in the temporary
Yard, the Works have not been lately carried on there with the usual Dis-
patch. The small Number of Artificers otherwise to be procured (mostly
furnished from the Eagle) have been employed in fitting the Vigilant, and
an Armed Brig mounting Fourteen four-pounders that I have ordered to
be taken upon Valuation into the Service, to replace the Hinchinbrook
Schooner.

This Brig, fitted out from South Carolina, and called the Defence, was
intercepted by the Roebuck and Perseus on their Return from the West
Indies. I have moved Lieutenant Ellis with the Crew of the Schooner into
the Brig, with an Addition of thirty four Men to complete her Complement
in Proportion to the Difference in Force of the two Vessels. Being now
ready for the Sea, Lieutenant Ellis will immediately proceed to his Station
on the Coasts of East Florida.

The Vigilant will be completed in every respect by the End of the
Week. And as no proper Artillery can be otherwise provided for her, she
will be furnished with Fourteen twenty-four Pounders that can be spared
from the Centurion.

The Occasion for the Service of the Workmen in the Yard having fully
employed the Number that could be procured, it became necessary to
contract with a Master Shipwright resident in the Town of New York to
refit the Raven, which struck some time since on a Rock in the Passage up
the East River, and received so much Damage as to be with Difficulty
brought back for the purpose. Being hove down, it appeared that she had
lost a piece of the After part of the Keel, and of the Stern-post; And the
whole Sheathing was so much decayed, that it was judged expedient to rip
it off. The Sloop is now refitted for Summer Service; But being on a single
Bottom, must return to Europe in the Fall of the Year. The Rose, which
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other more pressing Services would not admit of having earlier inspected;
must be next put into Condition in the same Manner.

The Repulse has been missing ever since the 16th of last December.
She separated in a Gale of Wind from the Galatea and Nautilus, off of the
Bermuda Islands. For some time, I flattered myself the Separation might
have been caused by some Injury to her Masts; And that Advice would be
received in due time, of her Arrival at one of the West India ports. But the
last Letters from the different Islands not exceeding a Month in Date, I
think it certain that some fatal Accident has happened to the Ship: Whereby,
exclusive of other Considerations, the King’s Service has suffered a great
Loss in the person of Captain Davis, the Commander.

The Camel will be soon ready to proceed to Sea. But as I am only in-
structed, with respect to that Ship, the Bute, Proteus and Porpoise, that
they are meant generally to convoy the Trade from the West Indies, without
Distinction of the Stations for which they are respectively intended; And as
the Isis, by which I shall probably receive those particulars, is still absent,
I am induced, the-Season of the Year considered, to order Captain Finch
away immediately to the Leeward Islands, with Advice to Vice Admiral
Young of the Circumstances, that he may retain the Camel, or direct her to
Jamaica, as he thinks expedient for the purpose of her destined Employ-
ment. I have been the rather so induced, in consequence of Letters from
Vice Admiral Gayton informing me that he shall detain the Lively to
proceed with Convoy about this time to England; as the Ship was found on
Examination, incapable of being properly fitted abroad.

The Rudder of the Bute being loose, and the Ship otherwise in a very
impaired State, as expressed in the enclosed Report, her Departure is neces-
sarily postponed. But their Lordships may be assured, no time will be lost
in putting her into Condition for proceeding after the Camel, or as other-
wise appointed in the Orders I expect to receive by the Isis.

I forward by this Opportunity an Extract from Captain Jacobs’s An-
swer to the Inquiry I was directed to make by your Letter of the 27th of
last October, touching a Complaint from the Spanish Ambassador concern-
ing a Spanish Vessel called the Vergen del Carmen; And two Letters (to be
disposed of as their Lordships see fit) addressed to Monsr de Sartine, and
found onboard a French Schooner named the Marie, stopped by His
Majesty’s Ship the Pearl close in upon the Coast of Maryland the 10th of
last April.

On the 22d of last January Captain [John] Brisbane sailed in the Flora,
to convoy some Victualling Transports in the Service of the Army, to the
Leeward Islands. He arrived at Antigua the 3d of March. By Sickness, Deser-
tion of several Men to serve in the Armed Vessels fitted by Individuals in
that Island, and other incidental Delays, he was not able to proceed on his
Return to this port after the Ship had been careened, until the 4th of May.
He arrived the 31st of the same Month, after an Absence of more than
Eighteen Weeks. — Not seeing Cause of Censure in the Conduct of the
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Captain on that Account, I only take Notice of the Retardment, as it may
affect the Service of the Ships careening in the West Indies; and that their
Lordships may the rather approve of the Expedient, if necessary in future
(for facilitating the timely Repair of the Cruizing Ships) to apply to Com-
missioner Arbuthnot that a Part of the Artificers may be sent from Halifax,
for being employed here during the Season of the Year which will not admit
for sending the Ships to be refitted at that Port.

The time approaching when it may be requisite to employ the Trans-
ports on Military Duties, I have thought it reasonable and highly beneficial
for the King's Service, to order a Gratuity to the Masters and Crews of
Transports who distinguished themselves by a particular Zeal and Spirit
in the Operations of the last Campaign, as I have had the Honor to com-
municate in my former Dispatches, in the Proportions as shewn in the
Account enclosed. I have reason to believe it will be attended with very
good Effects, and therefore hope their Lordships will approve and authorise
the Allowance.

Sir George Collier will be attentive to afford all possible Protection to
the Fisheries at Canso and Iste Madame. And 1 hope there may be Oppor-
tunity to employ one of the Frigates in the St Laurence for the same pur-
pose, with respect to the Fisheries on the Western Shore of the Gulf;
according to the Instructions already given to that Effect.

The Townsend Ordnance Transport will be cleared with all Dispatch,
And employed, with a View to her timely return to Europe before the
Term of her Engagement ceases, as the King’s Service may require.

By the Somerset, 1 received your Letters of the 3d and 5th of April;
And the Notice signified by their Lordships Order of the 27th of March,
that the King had been most graciously pleased to grant His pardon to James
Woolspring, under Sentence of Death for Desertion from the Phoenix.

I shall with great Satisfaction receive such Lights as their Lordships
shall judge fit to furnish me with, for my Guidance in the Construction of
the Act of Parliament for the Government of the King’s Forces by Sea:
Many, and some material Disadvantages accruing to His Majesty’s Service,
from the Difference of Opinions that now subsist in the Fleet thereon.

I expect to receive Advices daily from Quebec concluding that the
earliest Information will be given to Sir William Howe of the Movement
of the Northern Army. I shall upon Receipt thereof, be better enabled to
judge what alterations are requisite to be made in the General Instructions
that were sent to Captain Pearson by the Tartar; And shall endeavor to
adapt the same as will be most for the Benefit of His Majesty’s Service ac-
cordingly.

I must beg leave by this Opportunity to mention again the very great
Occasion for a Supply of Beds and Slops of all Kinds in the Fleet. And the
Want of Beds for the Troops - when embarked in the Transports, as more
particularly communicated by Captam Bourmaster to the Commissioners
of the Navy.

You will receive herewith an Account of the State and Condition of
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the Ships of this Fleet collected from the latest Returns; And of the Remains
of Provisions for the time and Number of Men therein expressed.
I am, with great Consideration, Sir [&c.]
Howe
Philip Stephens Esqr
Secretary of the Admiralty.
[Endorsed] R 10 July/ (9 Inclosures)
1. PRO, Admiralty 1487, 381-87.
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DisPosITION OF VIGE ADMIRAL RicHARD L.orp HOwE’s FLEET IN NORTH AMERICA !

fgfgll\?ew York } Disposition of His Majesty’s Ships and Vessels employed in North America
under the Command of the Vice Admiral the Viscount Howe.
5th June 1777.
Rate Ships Names Guns  Men Commanders Appointments
V. Adml Ld Howe
3 Eagle 64 520 { Capt Duncan
Curtis
- Nonsuch — 500 Griffith
- Augusta — — Reynolds
- Somerset — 520 Ourry Watering at Staten Island °
4 Preston 50 367 {C"mmo Hotham =
Capt Uppleby z
- Centurion — 350 Brathwaite 2
- Isis — — Cornwallis Watering at Staten Island ]
Sloop Raven 14 125 Stanhope ordered to Prince’s Bay g
- Dispatch — — Mason Arrived the 7th inst. ~
- Swift — ——  Lieut Titcher } Watering
A. Sh. Vigilant 22 150 Capt Henry Fitting for Sea
Bomb Carcass 70 Howorth
- Thunder 80
F. Sh. Strombolo 8 45 Clayton
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H. Sh. Jersey 140 Halsted
A. Sh. York 12 50 Lieut Wallbeoft
Brig Hinchinbrook 74 Ellis Ordered to the Delaware River
St Sh. Adventure 40 Hallum & from thence to St Augustine
- Elephant Bechinoe
5 Richmond 32 220 Capt Gidoin .
Gally Dependance 40 Lieut Clarke } Up the North River
5 Niger 32 220 Capt Talbot
Sloop Swan 14 125 Ayscough
- Falcon — —_ Harmood In the Sound
- Scorpion — — Browne
Brig Halifax Lieut Quarme
AV. Cornwallis 40 Lieut Brown In Rariton River
Gally  Crane Mr Hitchcock °
6 Rose 20 160 Capt Reid At Sandy Hook
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DisposiTION OF VICE ADMIRAL RiCHARD Lorp Howkr’s FLEET IN NORTH AMERICA l—[continued]

és

Rate Ships Names Guns  Men Commanders Appointments
: Commo Sir P. Parker | To the Northwd of )
4 Chatham 50 367 Cipt Caulfield Gould Island
Betwn the No Ferry on the
- Renown — 350 Banks Narrhiganset Shore & the
Island of Conanicaught
Betwn the NE Part of Prudence g
5 Amazon 32 220 Jacobs Island & Arnold’s Point on F =2
Rhode Island 5 o
- Diamond — _— Feilding Off Boston w7
_ Lark . L Smith {Sent to convoy the Mercury -§ & o
Packet 100 Leagues into the Sea 5o e
To the Northwd of Dyer’s Isld S g4
- Juno — — Dalrymple {betwn Coggeshill’s Point and k &5
the Isld of Prudence gy 5
Betwn Calf Pasture Pt on the — a
- Orpheus — — Hudson {Narrhiganset Shore & Pine Hill g m g
upon Prudence Isld z B
Sent to convoy Victuallers 50 2 ]
6 Cerberus 28 200 Symons Leagues into the Sea & then to =8
cruize off Fisher’s Island °
- Greyhound — — Dickson Off Boston
- Unicorn 20 160 Ford Off Nantucket Shoals
Sloop Kingsfisher 16 125 Graeme In the Seaconnet Passage
Gally Alarm D’Auvergne
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Sent to cruize from the No Part of
St Georges Bank to the opposite

Lot aNnl

5 Ambuscade 32 220 Capt Macartney Coast of Nova Scotia: thence to
repair to Rhode Island
6 Mermaid 28 200 Hawker Do Do & to repair to Halifax
5 Flora 32 220 Capt Brisbane f;:lte;(; g g;dgrlls,l a;;lr;(;:ecelve
5 Phoenix 44 280 Capt Parker 3
- Emerald 32 220 Caldwell Lo
_ Thames - o Howe > On the Coasts of Virginia
Sloop Senegal 14 125 Molloy J
5 Roebuck 44 280 Capt Hamond
- Pearl 32 220 Linzee
6 Camilla 20 160 Phipps > In the River Delaware
Sloop Merlin 18 125 Reeve ‘ ‘
AV. Haerlem 50 Lieut Knight J
g Bénlmte 2(2) fég Capt F