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Establishing the Institute for Advanced Study

The Institute for Advanced Study was founded in 1930 by Louis
Bamberger and Caroline Bamberger Fuld, brother-and-sister philanthropists
who sought to provide the world’s leading scholars with the support and
facilities to pursue curiosity-driven research that would enlarge our
understanding of the world, leading to both cultural and practical benefits
for humankind. When the Institute’s main building, Fuld Hall, opened in
1939, it was named in honor of the late Felix Fuld, business partner of
Louis and husband of Caroline.

This booklet contains a selection of founding documents that describe
the purpose and ideals of the Institute for Advanced Study as articulated
by the Bambergers and by Abraham Flexner, the founding Director.
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Letter of Invitation

from

Louis Bamberger and Caroline Bamberger Fuld

June 4, 1930



The Institute’s first Board of Trustees. Front row from left: Alanson Houghton, Caroline Bamberger Fuld, Louis
Bamberger, Florence Sabin, Abraham Flexner. Back row from left: Edgar Bamberger, Herbert Maass, Samuel
Leidesdorf, Lewis Weed, John Hardin, Percy Straus, Julius Friedenwald, Frank Aydelotte, Alexis Carrel.
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Remarks of the Director

at the

Organization Meeting

October 10, 1930
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Confidential Memorandum to the Trustees

of the

Institute for Advanced Study

September 26, 1931
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The Usefulness of Useless Knowledge

by

Abraham Flexner

This article was published in Harper’s Magazine in October 1939.





Copyright © 1939 by Harper’s Magazine. All rights reserved.
Reproduced from the October issue by special permission.
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