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Summary:  

When was this particular phrase added to the criminal code, and why? Why did the Legislature remove 

this word from statute, only to reinstate it the next year? When was the first time the Legislature 

introduced a bill to legalize sports betting, and what happened that year?  

The Legislative Reference Library regularly receives these kinds of questions, and legislative history 

research can help answer them. But this research process can be time consuming and complex. In this 

presentation, reference librarians from the Legislative Reference Library break down the process with 

real-life examples, and outline how research methods and tools vary across years. 

Agenda/Outline: 

Introduction – 5 minutes 

• Library’s role in legislative history  

• Librarian’s expertise in legislative history  

Why legislative history matters – 5 minutes 

• Who does legislative history research and why?  

• Legislative intent statutes 

• House and Senate Rules 

Getting started – 5 minutes 

• Navigating the legislative website 

• Overview of resources 

• Common questions and starting points 

• Basic structure of the research process 

• Starting with a statute and finding a session law 

Example bill – 20 minutes 

• Bill status page 

• Journals capture the action of the chamber 

• Committee minutes and meeting materials 

• Summaries from nonpartisan research offices 

• Fiscal notes 

• Effective ways of using bill text version lists 

• Audio and video  

• Companion bill research 

• Parallel process of research through companion bill 

• Conference committee materials 



Research variations – 15 minutes 

• Online resources overview 

• Brief example bill from 2023 

• Print resources overview 

• Brief example bill from 1981 

• Caveats and tips 

• Dead ends  

Secondary sources – 5 minutes  

• Legislative publications 

• Specialized, curated collections 

• Mandated reports 

• Minnesota news sources 

• State Law Library and Minnesota Historical Society Library resources 

• More at the Legislative Reference Library 

Closing and questions – 5 minutes 

 



Last Updated 1/23/2024 by LRL 

Minnesota Legislative Reference Library 
Legislative History: Location of Materials

Research Locations 
Legislative Reference Library (LRL)  
645 State Office Building; (651) 296-8338; 
library@lrl.mn.gov 
LRL Legislative History Guide 

Minnesota Historical Society Library (MNHS) 
345 W. Kellogg Blvd.; (651) 259-3300;  
Legislative History Guide 

Statutes, Laws, and Journals 
Statutes  
1851-present Archived Statutes; Current Statutes 
1849-present Paper at LRL, MNHS, MN State 

Law Library 

Session Laws 
1849-present Minnesota Session Laws 
1849-present Paper at LRL, MNHS, MN State 

Law Library 

House Journal 
1994-present Journal of the House 
1973-1996 Journal of the House 
1858-present Paper at LRL, MNHS, MN State 

Law Library 
1849-1990 LLMC House Journals (incomplete) 

Senate Journal 
1996-present Journal of the Senate 
1973-1996 Journal of the Senate 
1858-present Paper at LRL, MNHS, MN State 

Law Library 
1849-1990 LLMC Senate Journals (incomplete) 

Committee Minutes 
House 
2005–present House committee minutes (partial 

and unofficial) 
1999–present Paper at LRL (current in committee 

offices) 
1919–1998  Paper at MNHS Library 
Prior to 1919 Contact MNHS to determine if they 

exist  
1883–1918  Judiciary committee only: contact 

MNHS 
1957–1988  Microfilm/fiche at LRL 

Senate 
2005–06 & 22-23 Senate committee minutes 

(official) 
1999–present Paper at LRL (current in 

committee offices) 
1911–1998   Paper at MNHS Library 
Prior to 1911 Contact MNHS to determine 

if they exist 
1883–1910  Judiciary Committee only: 

contact MNHS 
1973–1988   Microfiche at LRL 
Conference Committee Materials 
2015-present Conference Committee 

Activity 
1999-present  Paper at LRL (if available) 
Pre-1999 Paper an MNHS Library (if 

available) 

Legislative Multimedia and Floor Logs 
Multimedia:  
Not all meetings are available in audio and video. 

House 
1991–present Audio 
1998-present Video 
Copies from House Public Info: (651) 297-1338; 
$12.50 per item produced 

Senate 
1991–present Audio 
2001–present  Video 
Senate Media does not provide copies. 

Floor Logs: 
1991–present    Senate floor logs 
1991–2004 & 2006–2016  House floor logs 

https://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/lrl
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/history/histstep
http://sites.mnhs.org/library/
http://libguides.mnhs.org/legislative
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/?view=archive
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/statutes/
https://www.revisor.mn.gov/laws/
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/cco/journals/journl.htm
https://www.lrl.mn.gov/leg/history/journals
https://llmc.com/collection.aspx?type=6&coll=27&div=109&set=40793
https://www.senate.mn/journals/journal_list_80.html
https://www.lrl.mn.gov/leg/history/journals
https://llmc.com/collection.aspx?type=6&coll=27&div=109&set=40794
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/history/hist_resource#minutes
https://www.lrl.mn.gov/minutes/
https://www.leg.mn.gov/leg/cc/
https://www.leg.mn.gov/leg/cc/
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/history/hist_resource#audio
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/media/
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/media/
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/media/
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/media/
https://www.senate.mn/media/
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/history/floorlogs.aspx
http://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/history/floorlogs.aspx
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Bills and Bill Status Indexes 
House Bills: 
Present  Paper copies at Chief Clerk’s Office 

211 Capitol; (651) 296-2314 
1995–present Bill status index online 
1957–2008 Microfilm/fiche at LRL 
Prior to 1957 Contact MNHS Library 
 
House Bill Status Indexes:  
1995–present  Bill status index online 
1975–1996    Microfilm/fiche at LRL 

Senate Bills: 
Present Paper copies at Secretary of the 

Senate’s Office 
231 Capitol; (651) 296-2344 

1995–present Bill status index online 
1957–2010 Microfilm/fiche at LRL 
Prior to 1957 Contact MNHS Library 

Senate Bill Status Indexes: 
1995–present  Bill status index online 
1995–1996 Bill author index only on microfiche 

at LRL 
1987–1992 Microfilm/fiche at LRL 

Summaries 
Session Publications 
1849–present  Session notebooks at LRL  
1849–present  Time Capsule 
2004–present Session Daily (House) 
1984–2012 Session Weekly (House) 
1985–2009 Senate Briefly (Senate) 
1975–present Fiscal Review (Senate) 
1999–present  House Research Bill Summaries 
1975–2008 House Research Bill Summaries 

(in paper at MNHS) 
1999–present  House Research Act Summaries 
1990–present New Laws (House) 
1979–1984 Session ... New Laws (House) 
1979–1989 Session Summary (House) 
1977–1978 Summary: Session (House) 
1977–1992 Session Review (Senate) 
1973-1980 Legislative Summary (DFL House 

and Senate) 
1951–1982 Actions of the … Minnesota 

Legislature 

News 
Clippings for Each Legislator by District 
Number  
2000–present  Online on Capitol computers  

in LRL’s News Archive 
2000–2009 Print in LRL’s file cabinets 
1972–1999 Microfilm at LRL  

Fee-Based Legislative History Research 
Services  
Legal Research Center, Inc.: (612) 332-4950 
Legislative Intent Service, Inc.: (800) 666-1917 
MNHS Library: (651) 259-3300 
 
Online Link 
Scan for a webpage with these links: 

 
 

http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/cco/cco.asp
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/legis
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/legis
http://www.senate.mn/departments/office_bio.php?office_id=1005&ls=
http://www.senate.mn/departments/office_bio.php?office_id=1005&ls=
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/legis
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/leg/legis
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/timecapsule/
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/sessiondaily/
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/edocs/edocs?oclcnumber=10580057
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/edocs/edocs?oclcnumber=38253779
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/edocs/edocs?oclcnumber=03525413
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/hrd/billsum.aspx
http://www2.mnhs.org/library/findaids/legis002.pdf
http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/hrd/actsum.aspx
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/edocs/edocs?oclcnumber=28180036
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/edocs/edocs?oclcnumber=09949036
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/edocs/edocs?oclcnumber=06105229
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/edocs/edocs?oclcnumber=06115715
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/edocs/edocs?oclcnumber=05256005
https://www.lrl.mn.gov/edocs/edocs?oclcnumber=04067953
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/edocs/edocs?oclcnumber=05517200
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/edocs/edocs?oclcnumber=05517200
https://www.leg.state.mn.us/lrl/newsarchive/search
http://www.legalresearch.com/
http://www.legintent.com/
https://shop.mnhs.org/collections/research-services/products/legislative-document-search-request


Basic 
Structure 
of the 
Research 
Process

Recordings

Minutes

Journal

Bill Number

Session Law

Statute

11



 

 

Committee consideration:

  -  Committee report
  -  Adoption of report on floor
  -  Possible referral to other committees

Bill introduction
First reading

Referral to a committee

Second reading

Floor consideration

Third reading
(no amendments)

Passage
Vote required:  at least a majority

House-68
Senate-34

Overview of the Legislative Process

Floor consideration

Third reading
(no amendments)

Passage
Vote required:  at least a majority

House-68
Senate-34

On floor

Bill substituted for
companion bill

Message received from the first house
Bill introduction

First reading

Second reading
of bill from the first house

SECOND HOUSEHOUSE OF ORIGIN

In committee

Bill referred to committee
Committee consideration

Committee report(s)

First house's bill replaces second house's companion bill

- either -

Was
the bill amended by
the second house?

Concur in
amendments?

Conference committee report

CONFERENCE COMMITTEE

No

Yes

HOUSE OF ORIGIN

Yes

Re-passage

GOVERNOR

1
Sign into law

3
Neither sign nor veto

- During session:  law without signature
- End of biennial session:   pocket veto

OR . . .

2
Return veto

 (during session)

- an item of appropriation
or

- an entire act

No

Veto override
Vote required: at least 2/3

House-90
Senate-45

Becomes law despite veto

EACH HOUSE
(Beginning with the House of Origin)

EACH HOUSE
(Beginning with the House of Origin)

Enrollment
of Act

Re-passage

Conference committee report adopted
(no amendments)

Third Reading

Third Reading OR . . .

Minnesota House of Representatives - Research Department - November 2002  
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