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To:   IMU Adhering Organizations,
      Delegates and Observers of the
      IMU General Assembly
From: Martin Groetschel, IMU Secretary
 
 
Details about the
General Assembly (GA) in Bangalore, India
 
Dear colleagues,
 
Here comes the additional information that I promised in
my circular letter of February 22, 2010, concerning the
details of the registration process for the IMU General
Assembly in Bangalore, India, to take place on August
16-17, 2010. I will not repeat here the contents of
IMU AO CL 1/2010. Please consult
http://www.mathunion.org/Publications/CircularLetters/2010-01.pdf
for that purpose.
 
 
1. GA Delegates
===============
 
According to the IMU Statutes (see Article 19):
 
"...,each IMU Member Adhering Organization shall appoint
and certify to the Secretary of the Union a delegation,
which shall have the number of votes corresponding to
the Group in which it adheres".
 
I would like to ask all Adhering Organizations to nominate
the delegations in a letter (by e-mail please) to me
(secretary@mathunion.org). This request applies to
  - all IMU Members,
  - all IMU Associate Members and
  - and all IMU Affiliate Members.
Please note that only the Delegates of IMU Members have
voting rights at the GA, however.
 
In my capacity as Secretary, I will maintain the list of
Delegates (together with the nomination letters) so that
there is proof of which persons have the right to vote at 
the GA.
 
At this moment in time I ask you to refrain from nominating
substitutes. In case it turns out that a formally nominated
Delegate will be unable to participate in the GA, the
Adhering Organization is asked to contact me by e-mail
or phone as soon as possible. We will try to handle the
replacement as smoothly as possible.
 
Gender distribution at the GA
=============================
I would like to remind the Adhering Organizations
about a matter noted by observers of the last General
Assembly. The gender distribution at the General Assembly 
in Santiago de Compostela was not "ideal". It would be
excellent if the Adhering Organizations could take
gender distribution as one criterion into account when
they choose the composition of Delegates for the General
Assembly in Bangalore.
 
2. GA Observers, IMU Representatives
====================================
 
The IMU EC will invite further persons to the General
Assembly. Among these are
  - IMU Officers (this group includes the
    IMU EC members, and Chairs/Presidents/Secretaries
    of IMU Commissions and Committees who will provide
    reports about their activities for IMU)
  - Observers (this group includes representatives of
    countries that will present their application for
    IMU (Associate) Membership and, moreover,
    representatives of ICSU, ICIAM, and possibly other
    IMU related organizations)
  - Members of the local GA organization in Bangalore
No person in one of the three categories mentioned here
has a voting right at the GA.
 
Note: No person will be allowed to participate in the
GA without a formal approval or invitation from me.
 
3. Formal registration process and hotel booking
================================================
 
After the nomination of the Delegates by the Adhering
Organizations (in a letter to me) and the approved
nomination/invitation of the persons mentioned under
item 2., all Delegates, IMU Officers, Observers
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and Members of the local organization are requested to
register for the GA in detail on
  "The Online Registration and Hotel Room Request Website
   for IMU General Assembly 2010":
 
http://events.kwconferences.com/ei/imuga/IMU%20GA%20Online%20Registration%20Landing%20Page.htm?
Current_rec_ID=7
 
provided by the local GA organization in Bangalore.
 
On this Web site all GA participants are asked to 
provide certain information about themselves such as
address, contact phone numbers, e-mail and the like,
and a number of further items of information needed 
for visa purposes and invitation letters.
 
Also accompanying persons have to be registered here.
 
Here is a guide through the registration Website:
 
- Click on "New Registration & Hotel Accomodation"
- You will now be asked for "the password that was
  sent to you in an email from the IMU Secretariat"
- This password is BANGALORE
- Clicking on "Enter" brings you to the registration pages
  for the IMU General Assembly. They will also allow you
  to book your hotel accommodation for your stay during
  the IMU General Assembly in Bangalore. (Remember: the
  local GA organizers have reserved rooms in the Chancery
  Pavilion hotel, where the General Assembly will take
  place, and in The Chancery close by.)
 
On the page
http://events.kwconferences.com/ei/democapture.ei?s=_3OW0QS7VF&id=58&EiRegistration=36O1C42QE
please identify yourself as a Delegate, IMU Officer,
Observer, or Local Organizer, and please check the
box in case someone is accompanying you.
 
On the next Page you may be surprised to be asked for
Father's/Husband's Name, but these are unavoidable
government requirements.
 
You will then come to the page
http://events.kwconferences.com/ei/submitform.ei?
s=_3OW0QS7VF&id=58&p=P_1U40LNCXH&EiRegistration=36O1C42QE
where you will be asked for your preferences concerning
the transfer from Bangalore to Hyderabad. The IMU is
grateful to the Indian hosts for providing free transport
(by plane) to the ICM 2010 location. Please check when
you want to travel. The local organizers will buy a 
ticket for you. Note also that the local organizers are
ready to buy plane tickets from Bangalore to Hyderabad
for accompanying persons, but these are not free. They
have to be paid by the persons registering the accompanying 
persons. On this page you may also ask to receive your
ICM 2010 badge at the IMU-GA in Bangalore.
 
After completing your first visit to the GA registration
page you will immediately get an "access key" with
which you can enter the registration pages in the
future to complete or change your data. Please don't
forget to record this access key.
 
If you need assistance concerning this matter please
write to imuga10@kwconferences.com.
 
4. Hot topics at the GA
=======================
 
4.1 Next IMU President
IMU’s nomination committee has already decided on the
nomination of the next IMU president and proposes
to elect Ingrid Daubechies (Princeton University) 
as IMU president for the period 2011-2014. Ingrid 
would be the first woman to become IMU president.
 
4.2 IMU Stable Office
One of the most important decisions at the IMU GA will
be the vote on the future IMU office. Resolution 11 of
the 2006 GA stated: "The General Assembly recommends
that the incoming Executive Committee of the IMU
studies the establishment of stable administrative
structure and funding mechanisms, including possible
fund-raising, for the support of the expanding IMU
activities, and report to the 2010 General Assembly
with concrete proposals."
 
The IMU EC has set up a site selection committee 
that has investigated this issue. The site selection
committee will recommend to establish a "stable 
office" (that will not move with the IMU secretary) 
so that the administrative activities of the IMU are 
concentrated at one location in the world, and an
organizational memory is established for a longer
period of time. The stable office committee has invited
3 candidate institutions (Fields Institute, Toronto,
Canada; Instituto Nacional de Matematica Pura e
Aplicada, Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Weierstrass-Institut
fuer Angewandte Analysis und Stochastik, Berlin,
Germany) to present their bids for the establishment of
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the IMU stable office at their location. This is a very
important decision for the future of IMU. Bid details
will (most likely) be distributed to the delegates 
with the GA agenda in mid May. 
 
5. Visa issues
==============
 
The Indian government has recently changed its 
visa issuing policy. It turns out that the fee for
congress visas is about twice that of tourist visas.
The visa issuing policy is difficult and depends on the
country from which a person comes. It may be necessary
for a delegate or observer to the IMU General Assembly
to have an invitation letter from the local organizers 
in order to obtain a visa. The organizers will send 
such an invitation letter, if requested. IMU would 
like to point out that for participating in the General
Assembly or the International Congress it is not
necessary to apply for congress visas; from IMU's 
point of view tourist visas suffice.
 
 
Sincerely
 
Martin Groetschel
IMU Secretary
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