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To: IMU Adhering Organizations

From: Ingrid Daubechies, IMU President
Martin Groetschel, IMU Secretary

On Saturday, September 10, 2011
the International Mathematical Union celebrates its

60th anniversary
after it was reborn in 1951.

Olli Lehto wrote in his book "Mathematics without borders,
a history of the International Mathematical Union™ on
page 86, see attachment:

... By point 4 of the Enabling Resolution, the Union was
officially established as soon as ten countries had joined.
On 10 September 1951, Jessen could announce to the National
Adhering Organizations that this goal had been reached ...

The IMU was officially in existence again. ...".
Congratulations to all of us!

This is also an appropriate occasion to announce that IMU"s
first two Associate Members, Ecuador and Kyrgyzstan, have
applied for renewal of their memberships and that the IMU
Executive Committee has approved this application for the
period October 2011 to September 2015. IMU is looking forward
to Ecuador®s and Kyrgyzstan®s application for full IMU
membership in 2015.

With best wishes

Ingrid Daubechies
Martin Groetschel
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86 4. Foundation of the New IMU (1945-1951)

to be in harmony with the principles embodied. . . [in] the Stat-
utes;

4. the Interim Committee shall declare the International Mathe-
matical Union to be in existence as soon as it shall have received
and accepted the adherences of ten countries and then, within
a reasonable period of time thereafter, it shall convene the first
General Assembly of the Union at such time and at such place

as it may determine;
5. the Interim Committee shall determine its own internal or-
ganization.. .;

and be it further resolved that the said convention shall pub-
lish this resolution by copies certified by the signature of its
secretary, Professor J.R. Kline. . ..

The Interim Committee consisted of E. Bompiani (Italy), M. Brelot
(France), W.V.D. Hodge (Great Britain), B. Jessen (Denmark), K. Ku-
ratowski (Poland), M.H. Stone (USA), and D.D. Kosambi (India), who
was appointed a couple of months later. By point 5 above, the Committee
was free to decide about its internal organization. It elected Borge Jessen
as Secretary (Fig. 4.2). In that capacity Jessen was in charge of the affairs
of the Union until its first General Assemmbly.

Shortly after the New York Convention, Jessen initiated correspondence
with representatives of ICSU and UNESCO. Assuring ICSU that the IMU
would seek membership at the earliest possible occasion, he wished to secure
a UNESCO contribution through ICSU, even before the Union was formally
in existence [121]. A preliminary promise of UNESCO support was in fact

received at an early stage; it facilitated subsequent planning and launching

of the Union’s activities.

In December 1950, the Statutes and By-Laws of the Union, which had
been accepted at the constitutive meeting in New York, had received their
final touch. Jessen approached potential members of the Union with a mail-

ing containing three documents: an «Invitation to adhere to the Interna-
Laws of the IMU, and

tional Mathematical Union,” the Statutes and By-

the Enabling Resolution of the New York convention. All correspondence

with the Interim Committee was requested to be addressed to its Secre-

tary, the Royal Danish Academy of Sciences, Copenhagen. Thus the Danish

Academy was the first headquarters of the new IMU.
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4.3 The Rebirth of the IMU
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