
When confidentiality ceases in  
formal judicial discipline proceedings

Fact-finding hearing is public   
(35 states)

Fact-finding hearing is confidential  
(15 states + D.C.)

Proceedings public 
when formal charges 

are filed (26)

Proceedings public 
when answer to 

formal charges is filed 
or due (7) Other (2)

Proceedings confidential 
until  recommendation  

for public discipline  
is filed (12)

Proceedings confidential 
until court orders public 

discipline (4)
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* Public after service of charges on the judge 
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1. South Carolina: “When formal charges are filed regarding allegations of misconduct, the formal charges and any answer shall become public 30 days after the 
filing of the answer or, if no answer is filed, 30 days after the expiration of the time to answer . . . .”
2. Oregon: Press releases are issued 14 days before the public hearing on formal charges.
3. Rhode Island: Hearing is public.


