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Robert F. Kennedy, Jr.

Robert Kennedy Jr. posts generally link to articles published on childrenshealthdefense.org, the website of an anti-
vaccine nonprofit he chairs. The website has published false and unproven scientific and health information, including
about the COVID-19 pandemic and vaccines. The site solicits donations from visitors and offers a “lifetime
membership” for $10, that includes access to anti-vaccine presentations and materials from Kennedy.

ChildrensHealthDefense.org primarily publishes articles expressing skepticism about vaccination, vaccine safety, and
related policies. Children’s Health Defense has published false information that contradicts broad scientific consensus
and research on the safety of vaccines. For example, the site has repeatedly made the false claim that thimerosal, a
mercury-based preservative used in vaccines, can cause autism. A page titled “Mercury/Thimerosal/Autism” asserted
that “The science continues to accumulate that mercury and thimerosal are potent drivers of the autism epidemic.” On
a page titled “Autism,” the site falsely stated that “Since 2000, the medical literature has been flush with cumulative
research supporting a causal role for mercury in the etiology of autism spectrum disorders.”

Facebook page

L
: ‘ . LN = ] - -
" @rfkjr Instagram account (verified)
= Robert F. Kennedy, Jr .
@rfkjr - Environmental conservation organisation 300 000+ @ ro be rtfken nedyj r
)
Home Reviews Videos Photos More » il Liked Q 96 000
followers 796, + followers
About See all 0 This Page posts about COVID-19 X
Visit the COVID-19 Info Centre for updates and answers
ROBERT F. KENNEDY, JR.s reputation {o QI,I()'QUDHS you may have about coronavirus
as a resolute defender of the
environment stems from a litany of See Info
successful legal actions. .
Mr. Kennedy was named one of Time ro bertfken ned yJ r 0 Message a\/ v eee
magazine's “Heroes for the Planet” for <. Robert F. Kennedy, Jr
his success helping Riverkeeper lead g 19h - @
the fight to restore the Hudson River. e healtt . P Sex In 2020, sheh
he health sector was the top lobbying spender in , shelling i

T... See more out a record $615 million. Big Pharr¥1a spent a record $306.23 1'1 84 pOStS 796k fO”OWGrS 604 fOIIOWIng
222,970 people like this million and was awarded lucrative federal contracts.
301,470 people follow ths L T WEEs Robert F. Kennedy Jr.

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. is founder of @WaterkeeperAlliance +

I
@ChildrensHealthDefense + co-counsel in #Monsanto #Roundup litigation.
childrenshealthdefense.org/about-us/sign-up
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http://childrenshealthdefense.org

Children’s Health Defense

childrenshealthdefense Message  a- v eee

407 posts 164k followers 100 following

Children’s Health Defense

Mission: End childhood health epidemics by exposing causes, eliminating harmful
exposures; seeking justice for injured and establishing safeguards.
campsite.bio/childrenshd

Instagram account
@childrenshealthdefense
164,000+ followers

CIHINIUIrcriDnNicalnlliuciciioe.vi yyvuv=wiiv

organisation

Home About Events Photos

About See all

o 1227 N Peachtree Pkwy
Peachtree City, GA, US
30269
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o End childhood health epidemics by
exposing causes, eliminating harmful
exposures; seeking justice for the

Children's Health Defense

@ChildrensHealthDefense - Non-profit
® Send Message

More * Wl Like Q

childrenshealthdefense.org

The website of an anti-vaccine nonprofit chaired by Robert F. Kennedy Jr., which has
published false and unproven scientific and health information, including about the
COVID-19 pandemic.

Ownership and Children’s Health Defense is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit organization based in Peachtree

Financing City, Georgia, whose board chairman is Robert F. Kennedy, Jr., an attorney and
environmentalist turned anti-vaccine advocate. In 2018, its most recent tax filing with
the U.S. Internal Revenue Service, the group reported $1 million in revenue.

The site solicits donations from visitors and offers a “lifetime membership” for $10,
that includes access to anti-vaccine presentations and materials from Kennedy.

Content ChildrensHealthDefense.org primarily publishes articles expressing skepticism about
vaccination, vaccine safety, and related policies. Articles appear in sections with titles
such as “Too Many Sick Children,” “Countering False Narratives,” “Federal Failures,”
and “Health Freedom.”

Some pages on the site include general information about a subject, such as
“Vaccines,” “Aluminum,” or “Lead,” while other stories are more specific about a news
event, such as “RFK, Jr.'s Moving Speech to Sacramento Health Freedom Advocates,”
“Vaccination and the Media - Conflicts of Interest in Australia,” and “Fluoride Toxicity
Trial Update.”

The site also includes a Research section, with a database of studies about what the
website calls “environmental contaminants that are implicated in the rise of the
childhood epidemics we are currently experiencing in the U.S. and other
industrialized nations.”
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Proceed with caution: This website
severely violates basic journalistic
standards.

12.5/100

Does not repeatedly publish false content
(22 points)

Gathers and presents information
responsibly (18)

Regularly corrects or clarifies errors (12.5)

Handles the difference between news and
opinion responsibly (12.5)

Avoids deceptive headlines (10)

Website discloses ownership and financing
(7.5)

Clearly labels advertising (7.5)

Reveals who's in charge, including any
possible conflicts of interest (5)

The site provides names of content

This Page posts about vaccines

When it comes to health, everyone wants reliable, up
to-date information. Visit the National Health Service's
website. The website has information that can help
answer questions you may have about vaccines.

v Go to Website
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@ Children's Health Defense added an event.

Facebook page
@childrenshealthdefense
145,000+ followers
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Del Bigtree

Anti-vaccine activist Del Bigtree has a talk show and website
thatrepeat false claims about the COVID-19 pandemic and
vaccines, including the claim that vaccines cause autism.

Del Bigtree is an anti-vaccine activist and the CEO of the
Informed Consent Action Network (ICAN), an anti-vaccine
nonprofit based in Texas. Bigtree produced the 2016 anti-

vaccine documentary “Vaxxed.”

The High Wire episodes include “COVID-19: The Lockdown
Calamity,” “The True Cost of Autism,” and “WHO is Lying to

You?”

(=

Home Videos Photos About More

About See all %

D Producer Del Bigtree

Del Bigtree

@delbigtreevaxxed - Interest

Following

1l Liked Q

Create Post

(& Photo/Video © Checkin o Tag frig
1ty 103,782 people like this
2 115,529 people follow this @. Del Bigtree
http://www.vaxxedthemovie.com/ P 30 April 2018 - © - &
B Interest

Proceed with caution: This website
severely violates basic journalistic

Score: 17.5/100

X Regularly corrects or clarifies errors (12.5)

standards.

Does not repeatedly publish false content
(22 points)

Gathers and presents information
responsibly (18)

Handles the difference between news and
opinion responsibly (12.5)

Facebook page
@delbigtreevaxxed
115,000+ followers

Instagram account
@highwiretalk
219,000+ followers

highwiretalk

436 posts

net.

219k followers

HighWire with Del Bigtree
High above the circus of mainstream media spin, death-defying talk without a safety

Find us on these platforms:

Message - v

86 following

https://linktr.ee/TheHighWire
www.thehighwire.com

rllowed by informedconsentireland, advocatefortruth, pubmed_joe +18 more
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Bigtree’s antivax misinfo documentaries

We Are Vaxxed

@vaxxed2 - Interest

Home Videos Photos About More +

About See all

The official Facebook page of VAXXED
Il: The People's Truth

154,256 people like this
184,207 people follow this
https://www.vaxxed2.com/
toby@peepstv.org

Interest

(4 vaxxed2.com
il Liked Q
0 This Page posts about vaccines X
When it comes to health, everyone wants reliable, up
to-date information. Visit the National Health Service's

v/ Go to Website

We Are Vaxxed

5h-Q

Here is our event. Please share! Register through link in event.
@PDani Gee

bhitng //fb me/e/13GovoYy

Facebook page

@vaxxed?2

We Are Vaxxed’ videos have included
the false claim that Bill Gates has
patented a microchip through which
he will 'punish' people who don't take
a vaccine.

FROM COVER-UP N TO CATASTROPHE

184,000+ followers |

Instagram accounts

@vaxxed2
12,800 followers

@vaxxeddocumentary
35,900+ followers

Message v v eoo

vaxxeddocumentary

39 posts 12.8k followers 64 following

Vaxxed The Movie

vy highwiretalk, thetruthaboutvaccinesttav, vaccinesuncovered +8

Message - v

vaxxed?2

612 posts 35.9k followers 71 following

Vaxxed lI: The People’s Truth

Official Vaxxed Il Instagram!

Want to stay in the loop? Turn on post notifications.
linktr.ee/vaxxed2

/ robertfkennedyijr, ickonicmediagroup, vaccinefreedom +1¢
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Informed Consent Action Network (ICAN)

ICAN’s website and social media accounts regularly publish false claims about the safety of
vaccines, including COVID-19 vaccines.

Informed Consent Action Network (ICAN) is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit based in Austin,
Texas. ICAN's most recent filing with the U.S. Internal Revenue Service described its
mission as “Investigating the safety of medical procedures, pharmaceutical drugs, and
vaccines while advocating for people’s right to ‘informed consent.” ICAN owns a
separate website, TheHighWire.com, which hosts a weekly talk show hosted by ICAN
founder Del Bigtree.

Informed Consent Action Network was founded in 2016. According to a June 2019
article in The Washington Post, Del Bigtree founded the organization with a $100,000
donation from the Selz Foundation after producing the anti-vaccine documentary
“Vaxxed,” which had also received funding from Bernard and Lisa Selz.

Facebook page

Proceed with caution: This website
severely violates basic journalistic
standards.
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(22 points)
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responsibly (18)
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X Avoids deceptive headlines (10)
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6,000+ followers

Informed Consent Action
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R . ) - £ Donate
@ICANdecide - Charity organisation
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About See all % Create Post

ICAN —
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o At the Informed Consent Action
Network, we’re dedicated to
investigating our food, our air, our
water, our drugs and our vaccines,
with the mission of... See more

PINNED POST

. Informed Consent Action Network

1b 42,394 people like this 21 January at 21:35 - @
44,975 people follow this AN IMPORTANT LEGAL UPDATE FROM
' ICAN:
@ U hitp:/wwwicandecide.org/ The CDC finally capitulated to ICANs legal demands and removed
N the claim that ‘vaccines do not cause autism’ from its website. ...
Q Send message See more
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8 posts 6,128 followers 11 following

Informed Consent Action Networ

Advocating for peoples right to 'informed consent’ while investigating the safety of
medical procedures and vaccines.
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National Vaccine Information Center

NVIC’s website, TheVaccineReaction.org,
frequently publishes false and misleading claims

about vaccines.

National Vaccine Information

Center
@national.vaccine.information.center - Non-profit m
organisation
4 nvic.org
Home About Videos Photos More » il Liked @ Message Q
About See all ﬁ This Page posts about COVID-19 X

Visit the COVID-19 Info Centre for updates and answers

o The National Vaccine Information to questions you may have about coronavirus.

Center (NVIC), founded in 1982, is

dedicated to the prevention of vaccine See Info
injuries and deaths through public

education and to defending the

informed consent ethic. Visit

0 The National Vaccine Information . . .
Center is dedicated to the prevention @ National Vaccine Information Center
of vaccine injuries and deaths through 29 January at19:23 - @
public education and to defending the ##COVID19 #VAERS Update Jan. 22, 2021

in... See more

1ls 215,365 people like this
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() 208,540 people follow this

COVID-19 VAERS
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Proceed with caution: This website
severely violates basic journalistic
standards.

Score: 17.5/100

Does not repeatedly publish false content
(22 points)
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responsibly (18)
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X Avoids deceptive headlines (10)
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vaccinefreedom  Message  av v see

1,020 posts 53.3k followers 162 following

NVIC.org

The National Vaccine Information Center is an independent source for information on
diseases and vaccine science, policy, law and informed consent.
Ink.bio/vaccinefreedom

Followed by robertfkennedyjr, drtenpenny, dr.bentapper +14 more

Facebook page
@national.vaccine.information.center
208,000+ followers

Instagram account

@vaccinefreedom

53,000 followers
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Dr. Sherri Tenpenny

drtenpenny  Message & v e

812 posts 124k followers 169 following

Dr. Sherri Tenpenny

Warrior for the preservation of human DNA. For links to my pages, podcasts, radio
interviews etc, please visit linktr.ee/DrSherriTenpenny
linktr.ee/DrSherriTenpenny

Followed by robertfkennedyjr and ickonicmediagroup

Instagram account
@drtenpenny
124,000 followers

Tenpenny’s website

vaxxter.com

A website that regularly publishes false information about the safety of vaccines that
has also posted false information about COVID-19.

Ownership and

According to Vaxxter's Facebook page, the site is owned by Dr. Sherri J. Tenpenny, an

Score:

Proceed with caution: This website
severely violates basic journalistic
standards.
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Financing Ohio-based physician, through Choonadi, LLC, although this is not disclosed on the .
site. Tenpenny is a notable figure in the anti-vaccination movement, having published X Does‘not repeatedly publish faise content
several books and frequently lecturing on the subject. (22 points)
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(7.5)
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Dr. Joseph Mercola

Mercola’s social media accounts and website,
mercola.com, regularly publish false information Score: 35/100

about health topics and vaccines.

Dr. Joseph Mercola @

Proceed with caution: This website
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standards.
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1,208 posts 281k followers 34 following

Dr. Joseph Mercola

Founder of Mercola.com, osteopathic physician.
For all things fitness follow @mercolafitness
linkinprofile.com/drmercola

Followed by highwiretalk, vaccinefreedom, dr.bentapper +7 more

‘ Dr. Joseph Mercola @
e 20 August2019-Q

Facebook page (verified)
@doctor.health
1,700,000+ followers

Instagram account (verified)

@drmercola
280,000+ followers
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